
 

 

 
WENTWORTH SHIRE COUNCIL 

Notice is hereby given, in accordance with the provisions of the Local Government Act 
1993 that an ORDINARY MEETING of Wentworth Shire Council will be held in the 
WENTWORTH SHIRE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, SHORT STREET, WENTWORTH 
AND VIA VIDEO CONFERENCING commencing at 10:00AM. 
 
The meeting is being livestreamed and/or recorded for on-demand viewing via 
Council’s website and a person’s image and/or voice may be broadcast. 
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voice being webcast. 

All speakers should refrain from making any defamatory comments or releasing 
personal information about another individual without their consent. 

Council accepts no liability for any damage that may result from defamatory comments 
made by persons attending meetings – all liability will rest with the individual who made 
the comments. 

The meeting must not be recorded by others without prior written consent of the 
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1 OPENING OF MEETING  
The Mayor requests that the General Manager makes announcements regarding the 
live-streaming of the meeting. 

2 PRAYER OR ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

3 APOLOGIES AND APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE   

4 DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
 
  

5 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES  
Recommendation 
That the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held 15 September 2021 be confirmed as 
circulated. 
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1 OPENING OF MEETING 
The Mayor opened the meeting with a prayer at 10:01AM 

2 PRAYER OR ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 
PRESENT: 

 
COUNCILLORS: Councillor Susan Nichols (Mayor) 
 Councillor Tim Elstone (Deputy Mayor) 

Councillor Greg Evans 
Councillor Steve Heywood  
Councillor Jane MacAllister 
Councillor Peter Nunan 
Councillor Bill Wheeldon OAM 

 
STAFF: Ken Ross (General Manager) 

Matthew Carlin (Director Health and Planning) 
Geoff Gunn (Director Roads and Engineering) 
Simon Rule (Director Finance and Policy) 
Jessica O’Neill (Business Support Officer) 
Samantha Wall (Administration) 

 

3 APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
   
Council Resolution 
That Council notes the apologies and grants the Leave of Absence Request from Cr. 
McKinnon.  
Moved  Cr. Heywood, Seconded Cr. Wheeldon 

CARRIED 
 

4 DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
 

Cr MacAllister recorded her pecuniary interest in a development consent approved under 
delegated authority. 

5 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

Recommendation 
That the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held 18 August 2021 be confirmed as circulated. 

Council Resolution 
That the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held 18 August 2021 be confirmed as circulated. 
Moved  Cr. Nunan, Seconded Cr. Heywood 

CARRIED 
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6 OUTSTANDING MATTERS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
6.1 OUTSTANDING MATTERS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
File Number: RPT/21/552 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Chloe Horne - Business Support Officer  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       
Summary 
The Outstanding Matters report provides details of activities raised at previous Council 
meetings that remain outstanding. 
 
Recommendation 
That Council notes the list of outstanding matters as at 8 September 2021.  
 
Council Resolution 
That Council notes the list of outstanding matters as at 8 September 2021. 
Moved  Cr. Heywood, Seconded Cr. MacAllister 

CARRIED 
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7 MAYORAL AND COUNCILLOR REPORTS 
Nil  

8 REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES 
Nil  
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9 REPORTS TO COUNCIL 
9.1 MAYORAL REPORT 
File Number: RPT/21/561 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Gayle Marsden - Executive Assistant  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring , supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       

Summary 
The purpose of this report is to advise Council of meetings, conferences and appointments 
undertaken by Mayor Nichols for the period of 9 August 2021 – 7 September 2021. 
 
 
Recommendation 
That Council notes the information contained in the Mayoral report.  

 
Council Resolution 
That Council notes the information contained in the Mayoral report. 
Moved  Cr. Nichols, Seconded Cr. MacAllister 

CARRIED 
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9.2 GENERAL MANAGER'S REPORT 
File Number: RPT/21/521 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Chloe Horne - Business Support Officer  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       

Summary 
The General Manager’s report details information pertaining to meetings attended and 
general information which are of public interest, and which have not been reported elsewhere 
in this agenda.  Items of note in this report are: 

1. OLG Circulars 
Circulars 21-24 to 21-27 

2. Meetings 
As listed 

3. Upcoming meetings or events 
As listed 

4. Other items of note 
 
Recommendation 
That Council notes the information contained within the report from the General Manager.  

 
Council Resolution 
That Council notes the information contained within the report from the General Manager. 
Moved  Cr. MacAllister, Seconded Cr. Heywood 

CARRIED 
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9.3 WENTWORTH REGIONAL TOURISM INC. - REQUEST FOR FINANCIAL 
ASSISTANCE FOR PRODUCTION OF WENTWORTH SHIRE AND OUTBACK 
VISITOR INFORMATION GUIDE 

File Number: RPT/21/523 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Chloe Horne - Business Support Officer  
 
CSP Goal: 2.0 Wentworth is a desirable Shire to visit, live, work and invest 
Delivery Program Objective: 2.1 Grow visitation to the Shire by developing a quality visitor 

experience and promoting our destination 
Delivery Program Strategy: 2.1.1 Provide Visitor Information Services       
 

Summary 
Council is in receipt of a request to provide financial support to Wentworth Regional Tourism 
Inc. for the production of the updated Wentworth Shire and Outback Visitor Information 
Guide. The Guide is produced on a biennial basis and is due for updating in early 2022.  
 
 
Recommendation 
That Council consider the request to financially support the production of the updated 
Wentworth Shire and Outback Visitor Information Guide, by choosing one of the following 
options: 

a) providing financial support of the requested value of $27,750; 
b) providing financial support to a different monetary value; or 
c) not provide any financial support.  

 
Council Resolution 
That Council provide financial support to Wentworth Regional Tourism to the value of 
$27,750 to support the production of the updated Wentworth Shire and Outback Visitor 
Information Guide. 
Moved  Cr. Heywood, Seconded Cr. Evans 

CARRIED 
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9.4 UNION PICNIC DAY 
File Number: RPT/21/525 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Glen Norris - Manager Human Resources  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       
 

Summary 
Union Picnic Day is an entitlement under the Local Government (State) Award for employees 
who are financial members of Union(s) only.  Council is required to determine which day 
shall be regarded as the Union Picnic Day and whether non-union members are required to 
work on the allocated day.  
 
 
Recommendation 
That Council: 

a) Approves Tuesday 2 November 2021 as the Award holiday known as Union Picnic 
Day for those employees who are financial members of the United Services Union; 

b) Requires Non-union members to apply for leave should they want the 2 November 
2021 off.  

 
Council Resolution 
That Council: 

a) Approves Tuesday 2 November 2021 as the Award holiday known as Union Picnic 
Day for those employees who are financial members of the United Services Union; 

b) Non-union members will receive the same day off as a good will day and shall be 
known as a Melbourne Cup Day holiday 

Moved  Cr. Nunan, Seconded Cr. Heywood 
                                                                                                                                  CARRIED 
  
Cr MacAllister requested that her vote against the motion be recorded.
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9.5 MONTHLY FINANCE REPORT  
File Number: RPT/21/537 
 
Responsible Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
Responsible Division: Finance and Policy  
Reporting Officer: Vanessa Lock - Finance Officer  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       
 

Summary 
Rates and Charges collections for the month of August 2021 were $2,807,512.29.  After 
allowing for pensioner subsidies, the total levies collected are now 33.58%.  For comparison 
purposes 34.73% of the levy had been collected at the end of August 2020.  Council 
currently has $38,455,152.93 in cash and investments. 
 
 
Recommendation 
That Council notes the Monthly Finance Report.  

 
Council Resolution 
That Council notes the Monthly Finance Report. 
Moved  Cr. Evans, Seconded Cr. Heywood 

CARRIED 
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9.6 MONTHLY INVESTMENT REPORT 
File Number: RPT/21/543 
 
Responsible Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
Responsible Division: Finance and Policy  
Reporting Officer: Bryce Watson - Accountant  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       
 
Summary 
As at 31 August 2021 Council had $26 million invested in term deposits and $12,455,152.93 
in other cash investments. Council received $7,035.62 from its investments for the month of 
August 2021. 
In August 2021 Council investments averaged a rate of return of 0.38% and it currently has 
$6,736,496.56 of internal restrictions and $21,442,895.34 of external restrictions. 
 
 
Recommendation 
That Council notes the monthly investment report.  

 
Council Resolution 
That Council notes the monthly investment report. 
Moved  Cr. Nunan, Seconded Cr. Elstone 

CARRIED 
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9.7 ANNUAL DISCLOSURES OF DESIGNATED PERSONS 
File Number: RPT/21/538 
 
Responsible Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
Responsible Division: Finance and Policy  
Reporting Officer: Ricki Martin - Administration Officer Finance & Policy  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       

Summary 
The Model Code of Conduct for Local Councils in NSW, requires Councillors and designated 
persons to disclose their personal interests by completing a publicly available returns of 
interests. 

The annual returns are required to be lodged within 3 months of 30 June and must be tabled 
no later than the first available Council meeting in October. 

As required by the Office of Local Government and the Government Information (Public 
Access) Act 2009 (NSW) the returns will be made publicly available on Council’s website 
after they have been noted by Council. 

 
Recommendation 
That Council notes the tabling of the Disclosure Returns for Councillors and Designated 
persons for the period 01/07/2020 to 30/06/2021.  

 
Council Resolution 
That Council notes the tabling of the Disclosure Returns for Councillors and Designated 
persons for the period 01/07/2020 to 30/06/2021. 
Moved  Cr. Nunan, Seconded Cr. Wheeldon 

CARRIED 
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9.8 UPDATE ON STATUS OF THE RURAL LAND STRATEGY 
File Number: RPT/21/529 
 
Responsible Officer: Matthew Carlin - Director Health and Planning  
Responsible Division: Health and Planning  
Reporting Officer: Michele Bos - Strategic Development Officer  
 
Objective: 1.0 Wentworth is a vibrant, growing and thriving Shire 
Strategy: 1.1 Grow the potential for business and industry to develop and 

expand       

Summary 
This report provides Council and the community with a chronological history of the Rural 
Land Use and Rural Residential Strategy project and how it has evolved in to a Review of 
Rural Land Planning Controls paper. 

The report also explains the process of how the new Review of Rural Land Planning Controls 
paper will, through a forth coming planning proposal, effect amendments to the Wentworth 
Local Environmental Plan 2011. 

 
Recommendation 
That Council notes the content of the report.  

 
Council Resolution 
That Council: 

a) Notes the content of the report and 
b) Resolves to write a letter to the Deputy Premier and Department of Planning 

regarding Council’s disappointment and frustration of the bureaucratic process and 
requesting the Deputy Premier intervene to expedite an outcome. The chronology 
within the report is to be included in this letter. 

 
Moved  Cr. Wheeldon, Seconded Cr. MacAllister 

CARRIED 
 
 
At 11:05 am Councillor Jane MacAllister left the Council Chambers.  
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9.9 DELEGATED AUTHORITY APPROVALS AS AT END OF AUGUST 2021 
File Number: RPT/21/544 
 
Responsible Officer: Matthew Carlin - Director Health and Planning  
Responsible Division: Health and Planning  
Reporting Officer: Kerrie Copley - Administration Officer  
 
Objective: 1.0 Wentworth is a vibrant, growing and thriving Shire 
Strategy: 1.1 Grow the potential for business and industry to develop and 

expand       

Summary 
For the month of August 2021, a total of 29 Development Applications and two S4.55 
Modification Applications were determined under delegated authority by the Director Health 
and Planning.     
The estimated value of the determined developments was $4,940,339.00.  This brings the 
year to date total to 117 Development Applications and 23 S4.55 Applications approved, with 
an estimated development value of $18,468,518.00. 
 
 
Recommendation 
a) That Council receives and notes the report for the month of August 2021. 
b) That Council publicly notifies, for the purposes of Schedule 1 Division 4 Section 20 (2) of 

the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979, the applications as listed in the 
attachment on the Wentworth Shire Council website. 

c) That a division be called in accordance with S375A of the Local Government Act 1993 
(NSW).  

 
Council Resolution 
a) That Council receives and notes the report for the month of August 2021. 
b) That Council publicly notifies, for the purposes of Schedule 1 Division 4 Section 20 (2) of 

the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979, the applications as listed in the 
attachment on the Wentworth Shire Council website. 

c)    That a division be called in accordance with S375A of the Local Government Act 1993 
(NSW). 

Moved  Cr. Heywood, Seconded Cr. Evans 
CARRIED 

In accordance with Section 375A of the Local Government Act the Mayor called for a 
division. 
In accordance with Section 375A of the Local Government Act the Mayor called for a 
division. 
For the Motion : Clr.s Elstone, Evans, Heywood and Wheeldon. 
Against the Motion:  Nil. 
 
At 11:06 am Councillor Jane MacAllister returned to Council Chambers.
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9.10 PROJECTS AND WORKS REPORT UPDATE - AUGUST 2021 
File Number: RPT/21/540 
 
Responsible Officer: Geoff Gunn - Director Roads and Engineering  
Responsible Division: Roads and Engineering  
Reporting Officer: Tarryn Kampman - Coordinator Roads & Engineering  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.2 Plan for and develop the right assets and infrastructure       

Summary 
This report provides a summary of the projects and major works undertaken by the Roads 
and Engineering Department which have been completed during the month of August 2021. 

 
Recommendation 
That Council notes the major works undertaken for August and the scheduled works for 
following months.  

 
Council Resolution 
That Council notes the major works undertaken for August and the scheduled works for 
following months. 
Moved  Cr. MacAllister, Seconded Cr. Elstone 

CARRIED 
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10 NOTICES OF MOTIONS / QUESTIONS WITH NOTICE 
 

10.1 DOGS AT DARETON 
 Cr Peter Nunan advised that the dogs are still an issue so it would be beneficial to 

have another roundup. 
 
10.2 TIP TOKENS 
 Cr Jane MacAllister queried the use of the tip tokens. 

Director of Finance and Policy explained that as green waste is no longer free the tip 
tokens were beneficial to the users of the landfills. 

 

Cr Elstone brought to the attention of Council the fact that the Menindee Lake system is 
currently 101% full.  This is evidence of good water levels but it is essential council is 
concious of the allocations and potential flood threats. Council cannot relax in its partiipation 
and advocacy for the future water needs of our communities. 
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11 CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS – ADJOURNMENT INTO CLOSED 
SESSION 

Despite the right of members of the public to attend meetings of a council, the council 
may choose to close to the public, parts of the meeting that involve the discussion or 
receipt of certain matters as prescribed under section 10A(2) of the Local 
Government Act.  
With the exception of matters concerning particular individuals (other than councillors) 
(10A(2)(a)), matters involving the personal hardship of a resident or ratepayer 
(10A(2)(b)) or matters that would disclose a trade secret (10A(2)(d)(iii)), council must 
be satisfied that discussion of the matter in an open meeting would, on balance, be 
contrary to the public interest.   
The Act requires council to close the meeting for only so much of the discussion as is 
necessary to preserve the relevant confidentiality, privilege or security being 
protected. (section 10B(1)(a)) 
Section 10A(4) of the Act provides that a council may allow members of the public to 
make representations to or at a meeting, before any part of the meeting is closed to 
the public, as to whether that part of the meeting should be closed. 
Section 10B(4) of the Act stipulates that for the purpose of determining whether the 
discussion of a matter in an open meeting would be contrary to the public interest, it 
is irrelevant that:- 

(a)  a person may misinterpret or misunderstand the discussion, or 
(b)  the discussion of the matter may -  

(i)  cause embarrassment to the council or committee concerned, or to 
councillors or to employees of the council, or 
(ii)  cause a loss of confidence in the council or committee. 

 
Recommendation 
That Council adjourns into Closed Session, the recording of the meeting be 
suspended, and members of the press and public be excluded from the Closed 
Session, and that access to the correspondence and reports relating to the items 
considered during the course of the Closed Session be withheld unless declassified 
by separate resolution. 

This action is taken in accordance with Section 10A(2) of the Local Government Act, 
1993 as the items listed come within the following provisions:-: 

12.1 Wentworth Aerodrome Upgrade - Stage 3 Runway 17/35 - Supply VIC 
Roads Class 3 Road Base Material - PT2122/01. (RPT/21/542) 
This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section 10A(2) of the 
Local Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for 
business relating to (c) information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial 
advantage on a person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) 
business.  On balance, the public interest in preserving the confidentiality of information 
about the tender outweighs the public interest in maintaining openness and 
transparency in council decision-making because disclosure of this information would 
reveal pricing and confidential information submitted via the tender process which if 
disclosed would prevent council from achieving its 'value for money' objectives. 

. Wentworth Aerodrome Stage 3 - Runway 17/35 - Supply & Installation of 
Aerodrome Lighting - PT2122/02. (RPT/21/568) 
This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section 10A(2) of the 
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Local Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for 
business relating to (c) information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial 
advantage on a person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) 
business.  On balance, the public interest in preserving the confidentiality of information 
about the tender outweighs the public interest in maintaining openness and 
transparency in council decision-making because disclosure of this information would 
reveal pricing and confidential information submitted via the tender process which if 
disclosed would prevent council from achieving its 'value for money' objectives. 

Council Resolution 
That Council adjourns into Closed Session, the recording of the meeting be 
suspended, and members of the press and public be excluded from the Closed 
Session, and that access to the correspondence and reports relating to the items 
considered during the course of the Closed Session be withheld unless declassified 
by separate resolution. 

Moved  Cr. Nunan, Seconded Cr. Wheeldon 
CARRIED 
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12 OPEN COUNCIL - REPORT FROM CLOSED COUNCIL 
12.1 WENTWORTH AERODROME UPGRADE - STAGE 3 RUNWAY 17/35 - SUPPLY 

VIC ROADS CLASS 3 ROAD BASE MATERIAL - PT2122/01 
File Number: RPT/21/542 
 
Responsible Officer: Geoff Gunn - Director Roads and Engineering  
Responsible Division: Roads and Engineering  
Reporting Officer: Tarryn Kampman - Coordinator Roads & Engineering  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.2 Plan for and develop the right assets and infrastructure      

REASON FOR CONFIDENTIALITY 
This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section 10A(2) of the Local 
Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for business relating to (c) 
information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a person with whom the 
Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) business.  On balance, the public interest in preserving 
the confidentiality of information about the tender outweighs the public interest in maintaining 
openness and transparency in council decision-making because disclosure of this information would 
reveal pricing and confidential information submitted via the tender process which if disclosed would 
prevent council from achieving its 'value for money' objectives.  
  
The General Manager advised  that Council in accordance with the provisions of the Local 
Government (General) Regulation 2005, Section 178(1)(a) accepts the tender from Waters 
Excavation Pty Ltd, Option 2, to carry the supply and delivery of 8,300 tonne VIC Roads 
Class 3 wetmix road base material together with the provisional quantity of 1,000 tonne for 
Contract PT2122/01 in the amount of $278,153.70 inc GST, and authorise the Mayor and 
General Manager to sign the contract documentation and affix the Council Seal. 
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12.2 WENTWORTH AERODROME STAGE 3 - RUNWAY 17/35 - SUPPLY & 
INSTALLATION OF AERODROME LIGHTING - PT2122/02 
File Number: RPT/21/568 
 
Responsible Officer: Geoff Gunn - Director Roads and Engineering  
Responsible Division: Roads and Engineering  
Reporting Officer: Tarryn Kampman - Coordinator Roads & Engineering  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.2 Plan for and develop the right assets and infrastructure      

REASON FOR CONFIDENTIALITY 
This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section 10A(2) of the Local 
Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for business relating to (c) 
information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a person with whom the 
Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) business.  On balance, the public interest in preserving 
the confidentiality of information about the tender outweighs the public interest in maintaining 
openness and transparency in council decision-making because disclosure of this information would 
reveal pricing and confidential information submitted via the tender process which if disclosed would 
prevent council from achieving its 'value for money' objectives.  
     
The General Manager advised that in accordance with the provisions of the Local 
Government (General) Regulation 2005, Section 178(1)(a) accepted the tender from 
Advanced Airport Lighting, Option 2, to carry out the supply and installation of Aerodrome 
Lighting for Contract PT2122/02, in the amount of $456,095.00 including GST and authorised 
the Mayor and General Manager to sign the contract documentation and affix the council 
seal. 
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13 CONCLUSION OF THE MEETING  
Meeting concluded at 11:31am 

NEXT MEETING  
 20 October 2021  
 
 
 

 
…………………………… 
CHAIR  
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6 OUTSTANDING MATTERS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

6.1 OUTSTANDING MATTERS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 
File Number: RPT/21/598 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Jess O'Neill - Business Support Officer  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       
Summary 
The Outstanding Matters report provides details of activities raised at previous Council 
meetings that remain outstanding. 
Officer Recommendation 
That Council notes the list of outstanding matters as at 13 October 2021. 

Additional Information 
Nil 

Attachments 
1. Outstanding Matters as at 13 October 2021   



Item 6.1 - Attachment 1 Outstanding Matters as at 13 October 2021 
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7 MAYORAL AND COUNCILLOR REPORTS 

7.1 MAYORAL REPORT 
File Number: RPT/21/459   
 

Summary 
The purpose of this report is to advise Council of meetings, conferences and appointments 
undertaken by Mayor Nichols for the period of 6 September 2021 – 8 October 2021. 
 

Recommendation 
That Council notes the information contained in the Mayoral report. 
 

Report 
The following table lists the meetings attended by Mayor Nichols for the period of 6 
September 2021 – 8 October 2021. 

Date Meeting Location 
6 Sept 2021 Mayoral Meeting Wentworth 

14 Sept 2021 Mayoral Meeting Wentworth 

21 Sept 2021 Mayoral Meeting Wentworth 

24 Sept 2021 FWJO Board Meeting Video Conference 

28 Sept 2021 Meeting with Helen Dalton Buronga 

28 Sept 2021 Press Conference with Helen Dalton Gol Gol 

28 Sept 2021 Mayoral Meeting Buronga 

4 Oct 2021 WRTI Meeting Coomealla 

5 Oct 2021 Mayoral Meeting Wentworth 

 
 

Attachments 
Nil 
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7.2 WILLANDRA LAKES REGION WORLD HERITAGE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
REPORT JULY 2021 

File Number: RPT/21/583   
 

Summary 
Report from Willandra Lakes Region World Heritage Advisory Committeee of which 
Councillor MacAllister is the local government representative. 
 
Recommendation 
That the information contained in the report from Councillor MacAllister be noted. 
 
Cr MacAllister has provided the attached report for tabling from the advisory committee. 

Attachments 
1. Willandra Lakes Region World Heritage Advisory Committee Report July 2021   



Item 7.2 - Attachment 1 Willandra Lakes Region World Heritage Advisory Committee Report July 
2021 

 

Page 29 

  



Ordinary Meeting AGENDA 20 October 2021 

Page 30 

8 REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES 
Nil  
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9 REPORTS TO COUNCIL 

9.1 GENERAL MANAGER'S REPORT 
File Number: RPT/21/457 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Jess O'Neill - Business Support Officer  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       

Summary 
The General Manager’s report details information pertaining to meetings attended and 
general information which are of public interest, and which have not been reported elsewhere 
in this agenda.  Items of note in this report are: 

1. OLG Circulars 
Circulars 21-28 to 21-31 

2. Meetings 
As listed 

3. Upcoming meetings or events 
As listed 

4. Other items of note 
Recommendation 
That Council notes the information contained within the report from the General Manager. 

Detailed Report 
1. OLG Circulars 

1.1 Circular 21-28 
 
Updated Integrated Planning and Reporting Guidelines and Handbook 
• Amendments to Sections 402, 403, 404, 405 and 406 streamline integrated 

planning and reporting requirements.  
• Section 402A requires councils to establish and implement a strategy (called its 

community engagement strategy) for engagement with the local community when 
developing its plans, policies and programs and for the purpose of determining its 
activities (other than routine administrative matters).  

• The council must prepare and implement a community engagement strategy 
based on social justice principles for engagement with the local community in 
developing and reviewing the Community Strategic Plan following the ordinary 
local government election.  

• A council is not required to establish and implement a community engagement 
strategy in accordance with section 402A, as inserted by the amending Act, until 
12 months after the next ordinary election of councillors following that amendment.  

• State of environment reporting is no longer required from the commencement of 
the new cycle of integrated planning and reporting following the ordinary local 
government election.  
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• The new Section 428A requires councils to appoint an Audit, Risk and 
Improvement Committee which is to keep under review aspects of the council’s 
operations including implementation of the strategic plan, delivery program and 
strategies, service reviews and the collection of performance measurement data 
by the council.  

 
1.2 Circular 21-29 

 
Release of the Guideline on the Use of Management of Credit Cards 

 
• Councils must take this Guideline into consideration when developing or reviewing 

their credit card policy. This will ensure greater consistency across the sector in 
terms of how credit cards are managed, and inherent risks are minimised.  

• The Guideline is divided into two parts:  
o Part A provides a list of core responsibilities that councils should consider 

as foundational elements of their credit card policy and related 
procedures; and  

o Part B provides operational guidance that expands on these core 
responsibilities with practical advice on best practice credit card 
management and the responsibilities of individual cardholders, including 
risk management, preventative controls and detective controls.  

• The Guideline is based on the NSW Treasury’s credit card policy and guidelines 
for NSW state agencies (TPP21-02 Use and management of NSW Government 
Purchasing Cards (PDF)) to the extent its principles are relevant to local 
government.  

• The Guideline was developed in response to a performance audit of credit card 
usage at six local councils by the NSW Audit Office, which released its Final 
Report on 3 September 2020.  

 
1.3 Circular 21-30 
 

Pre-Election Guide for Councils 
 

• Councils’ elections will be held on 4 December 2021.  
• The Guide provides guidance on the following: o the preparation and confirmation 

of non-residential rolls  
o the use of council resources for election purposes  
o staff political activities in the lead up to the elections  
o council publications during the “regulated period” in the 40 days prior to 

the election  
o publication of the end of term report  
o attendance by the mayor and councillors at council and community events 

prior to the election  
o media comment by the mayor and councillors prior to the election  
o caretaker restrictions in the 4 weeks preceding election day  
o planning for the first council meeting following the election  
o delegations to the general manager during the election period.  

 
1.4 Circular 21-31 

 
Post-Election Guide on key decisions and activities for councils, country councils and 
joint organisations following the local government elections 

 
• Councils’ elections held on 4 December 2021 are likely to be declared between 21 

and 23 December 2021. Councils, county councils and joint organisations should 
schedule their first meetings following the elections on this basis.  
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• Among other things, at the first meeting after the election:   
o all councillors and members of county councils must take an oath or make 

an affirmation of office - councillors are not permitted to participate in 
meetings until they have done so (section 233A of the Local Government 
Act 1993 (the Act))  

o councils must, by resolution, declare that casual vacancies occurring in 
the office of a councillor within 18 months of the election are to be filled by 
a countback of votes cast at the election if councils want to fill vacancies 
by these means – councils that do not resolve to fill vacancies using a 
countback at their first meeting after the election will be required to fill 
vacancies using a by-election (section 291A of the Act)  

o councils that elect their mayors must hold a mayoral election (section 290 
of the Act) and an election for deputy mayor where they have one  

o joint organisations must elect a new chairperson (clause 1 of Schedule 7A 
of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 (the Regulation))  

o county councils must elect a new chairperson (clause 1 of Schedule 8 of 
the Regulation). al 

• Within 3 months of the election:  
o all councillors, members of county councils and voting representatives of 

the boards of joint organisations must lodge a written return of interests 
with the general manager (or the executive officer in the case of joint 
organisations) unless they have submitted a return within the previous 
three months (clause 4.21(a) of the Model Code of Conduct for Local 
Councils in NSW).  

• In the first 6 months following the election:  
o councils and county councils must provide induction training for newly 

elected mayors and councillors and refresher training for returning mayors 
and councillors (clauses 183 and 184 of the Regulation) – councils are 
required to report on the mayor’s and councillors’ participation in induction 
or refresher training in their annual reports (clause 186 of the Regulation).  

• Before 30 June 2022:  
o councils must have reviewed the community strategic plan – the draft 

community strategic plan must be placed on public exhibition for a period 
of at least 28 days and submissions received by the council must be 
considered by the council before the plan is endorsed by it (section 402 of 
the Act).  

o councils must establish a new delivery program to cover the principal 
activities of the council for the 4-year period commencing on 1 July 2022 - 
the draft delivery program must be placed on public exhibition for a period 
of at least 28 days and submissions received by the council must be 
considered by the council before the delivery program is adopted (section 
404 of the Act).  

• In the first 12 months following the election:  
o  councils’ and county councils’ local approvals and local orders policies are 

automatically revoked unless readopted after the ordinary election 
(section 165 of the Act)  

o  councils, county councils and joint organisations must adopt an expenses 
and facilities policy following public exhibition and the consideration of 
submissions (section 252(1) of the Act)  

o  councils, county councils and joint organisations must review and may re-
determine their organisation structure (section 333 of the Act)  

o  councils, county councils and joint organisations must adopt a code of 
meeting practice that incorporates the mandatory provisions of the Model 
Code of Meeting Practice for Local Councils in NSW following public 
exhibition and the consideration of submissions – councils’ adopted codes 
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may also incorporate the non-mandatory provisions and other provisions 
(section.360(3) of the Act)  

o  councils and county councils must review their delegations (section 380 of 
the Act)  

o  councils, county councils and joint organisations must review their code of 
conduct (section 440(7) of the Act)  

o  joint organisations must, in consultation with their member councils, adopt 
a statement of strategic regional priorities setting out the priorities for the 
joint organisation area and the strategies and plans for delivering them 
(clause 397H) of the Regulation).  

 
1.5 Circular 21-32 

 
Government endorses new rate peg methodology to support growing councils 

 
• Councils with growing residential populations will be able to raise notional general 

income by an additional population factor as part of the rate peg from 2022-23.  
• The population factor for each council will reflect estimated residential population 

growth less revenue received from supplementary valuations that year.  
• This will increase revenue for many councils serving growing communities. No 

council will be worse off under the new methodology.  
• IPART has estimated that, for example, over the past four years, the new rate peg 

methodology would have increased total general income for the local government 
sector by 1.5%, or $287 million.  

 
2. Meetings  

Following is a list of meetings or events attended by the General Manager for the period of 
6 September 2021 – 8 October 2021. 

Date Meeting Location 
6 Sept 2021 Joint Wentworth & Balranald LEMC Video Conference  

6 Sept 2021 REOC Briefing Video Conference  

6 Sept 2021 Cross Border Commissioner Briefing for 
Border LGAs Video Conference 

8 Sept 2021 Joint Wentworth & Balranald LEMC Video Conference  

9 Sept 2021 Cross Border Commissioner Briefing for 
Border LGAs Video Conference 

9 Sept 2021 Wentworth Collaborative Care Project Video Conference  

10 Sept 2021 Joint Wentworth & Balranald LEMC Video Conference  

13 Sept 2021 Joint Wentworth & Balranald LEMC Video Conference  

13 Sept 2021 Cross Border Commissioner Briefing for 
Border LGAs Video Conference 

14 Sept 2021 Mayoral Meeting Wentworth 

15 Sept 2021 Ordinary Council Meeting Wentworth 

15 Sept 2021 Joint Wentworth & Balranald LEMC Video Conference  

17 Sept 2021 Joint Wentworth & Balranald LEMC Video Conference  

20 Sept 2021 Joint Wentworth & Balranald LEMC Video Conference  

20 Sept 2021 Cross Border Commissioner Briefing for 
Border LGAs Video Conference 
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21 Sept 2021 Mayoral Meeting Wentworth 

22 Sept 2021 Joint Wentworth & Balranald LEMC Video Conference  

24 Sept 2021 Joint Wentworth & Balranald LEMC Video Conference  

24 Sept 2021 FWJO Board Meeting Video Conference 

27 Sept 2021 Cross Border Commissioner Briefing for 
Border LGAs Video Conference 

28 Sept 2021 Helen Dalton Meeting Buronga 

28 Sept 2021 Steve Heywood Meeting with Mayor, Deputy 
Mayor and General Manager Buronga 

28 Sept 2021 Mayoral Meeting Buronga 

29 Sept 2021 Joint Wentworth & Balranald LEMC Video Conference 

30 Sept 2021 Cross Border Commissioner Briefing for 
Border LGAs Video Conference 

5 Oct 2021 Mayoral Meeting Wentworth 

5 Oct 2021 FNWJO and FSWJO Video Conference 

6 Oct 2021 Joint Wentworth & Balranald LEMC Video Conference  

6 Oct 2021 Wentworth Civic Centre Body Corporate AGM Video Conference  

6 Oct 2021 LEMC Welfare Subgroup Balranald & 
Wentworth Video Conference 

6 Oct 2021 Owners Strata Plan 71990 – Wentworth Civic 
Centre Body Corporate AGM Video Conference 

7 Oct 2021 Cross Border Commissioner Briefing for 
Border LGAs Video Conference 

7 Oct 2021 Extraordinary Joint Wentworth & Balranald 
LEMC (daily until further notice) Video Conference 

3. Events  

Following is a list of upcoming events, conferences or committee meetings, including out 
of region meetings where the Shire has been requested to attend in an official capacity.  

Date Meeting Proposed Attendees Location 

22 Oct 2021 FWJO Board Meeting Ken Ross Video Conference  

26 Oct 2021 Internal Audit & Risk 
Management 
Committee Meeting 

Councillors, Ken Ross, 
Directors & Bryce 
Watson 

Wentworth 

27 Oct 2021 Joint Wentworth & 
Balranald LEMC Ken Ross  Video Conference  

27 Oct 2021 LEMC Welfare 
Subgroup Balranald & 
Wentworth 

Ken Ross Video Conference 

28 October Wentworth Hospital 
Redevelopment – 
Council Update 

Ken Ross Video Conference 

2 Nov 2021 Joint Wentworth & 
Balranald LEMC Ken Ross Video Conference  
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3 Nov 2021 LEMC Welfare 
Subgroup Balranald & 
Wentworth 

Ken Ross Video Conference 

4. Other items of note 

Nil 
 

Attachments 
1. OLG Circular 21-28  
2. OLG Circular 21-29  
3. OLG Circular 21-30  
4. OLG Circular 21-31  
5. OLG Circular 21-32   



Item 9.1 - Attachment 1 OLG Circular 21-28 
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Item 9.1 - Attachment 2 OLG Circular 21-29 
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Item 9.1 - Attachment 2 OLG Circular 21-29 
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Item 9.1 - Attachment 3 OLG Circular 21-30 
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Item 9.1 - Attachment 4 OLG Circular 21-31 
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Item 9.1 - Attachment 4 OLG Circular 21-31 
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Item 9.1 - Attachment 5 OLG Circular 21-32 
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Item 9.1 - Attachment 5 OLG Circular 21-32 
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9.2 CHRISTMAS LEAVE ARRANGEMENTS 
File Number: RPT/21/571 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Glen Norris - Manager Human Resources  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       
 

Summary 
This report sets out the proposed staffing arrangements for Council offices/areas closing 
over the Christmas and New Year period.   
 

Recommendation 
That Council approves the Christmas and New Year holiday arrangements. 
 

Detailed Report 
Christmas Day in 2021 falls on a Saturday, as does New Year’s Day 2022. 
The approved public holidays for 2021/22 Christmas/ New Year period are Monday 27 
December 2021, Tuesday 28 December 2021 and Monday 3 January 2022.  
Additionally, the Australia Day public holiday is on Wednesday 26 January 2022. 
It is proposed that the Christmas close-down occurs at the close of business on Friday 24 
December with Council Libraries, Main Office and Midway Centre to re-open on Tuesday 4 
January 2022.  The detailed list of arrangements is on the following table. 
 

Council Area  
Main Administration Office, Midway 
Service Centre, Council Libraries and 
Workshop 

• Closed from close of business Friday 24 
December 2021.   

• Re-open Tuesday 4 January 2022. 

Visitor Information Centre 

• Closed Saturday 25 December 2021.  
• Closed Sunday 26 December 2021.  
• Monday 27 December and Tuesday 28 

December 2021 – 9am to 1pm. 
• Wednesday 29 December and Thursday 30 

December 2021 – 9am to 4pm. 
• Friday 31 December 2021 – 9am to 1pm. 
• Saturday 1 January 2022 - closed. 
• Sunday 2 January 2022 and Monday 3 

January 2022 – 9am to 1pm  
• Normal operating hours from Tuesday 4 

January 2022. 

Council Landfill sites 
• Closed Saturday 25 December 2021, Sunday 

26 December 2021 and Saturday 1 January 
2022.   

Depot Store  
• Closed Monday 27 December 2021, Tuesday 

28 December 2021 and Monday 3 January 
2022.   



Ordinary Meeting AGENDA 20 October 2021 

Page 47 

In addition to the above mentioned arrangements, Council’s roads team traditionally have 
annual leave in the month of January.   
Alternate arrangements are made for any staff member that does not have sufficient leave to 
cover these holiday arrangements.    
 
 

Attachments 
Nil 
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9.3 DRAFT 2020/2021 ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENTS - REFER TO AUDIT 
File Number: RPT/21/577 
 
Responsible Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
Responsible Division: Finance and Policy  
Reporting Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       

Summary 
Section 413 of the Local Government Act 1993 (NSW) (the Act) requires Council to prepare 
its year end Annual Financial Statements as soon as practicable after year end and to refer 
those statements to audit. 
The audit of the 2020/2021 Annual Financial Statements is being conducted by Nexia 
Australia on behalf of the NSW Audit Office. 
The Act requires Council to comply with a number of obligations in relation to the 
preparation, audit and presentation of the annual financial report and the auditor’s report. A 
number of delegated authorities are also required to expedite the year end process. 
 
Recommendation 
That Council certifies: 

• That the Annual Financial Statements have been prepared in accordance with: 
o The Local Government Act 1993 (NSW) (as amended) and the Regulations 

made there under. 
o The Australian Accounting Standards and other pronouncements of the 

Australian Accounting Standards Board. 
o The Local Government Code of Accounting Practice and Financial Reporting. 

• To the best of our knowledge and belief, these statements 
o present fairly the Council’s operating result and financial position for the 

2020/2021 financial year 
o accord with Council’s accounting and other records. 

• That Council is not aware of any matter that would render these Statements false or 
misleading in any way. 

That Council: 

• Adopt the Councillors/Management Statement and resolves that it be signed by the 
Mayor, Deputy Mayor, the General Manager and the Responsible Accounting Officer 
and that it is attached to the financial statements. 

• Delegates to the General Manager the authority to “finalise the date” at which the 
auditor’s report and financial statements are to be presented to the public. 

• Delegates to the General Manager the authority to authorise the year end accounts 
for issue immediately upon receipt of the auditors’ reports. 

That Council: 
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Refers the Draft 2020/2021 Annual Financial Statements to audit. 

 

Detailed Report 
Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to present Council with a draft copy of the 2020/2021 Annual 
Financial Statements as required by the Act  
Background 

It is a requirement of the Act that Council prepare its Annual Financial Statements as soon as 
practicable after year end, in accordance with Australian Accounting Standards and 
including; 

o a General Purpose Financial Report, and  

o the prescribed Councillors Statement. 

Council’s Draft 2020/2021 Annual Financial Statements have been prepared as soon as 
practicable and are required to be referred to audit. The Statements are being audited by 
Nexia Australia on behalf of the NSW Audit Office. 
The Annual Financial Statements include the Income Statement, Balance Sheet, Statement 
of Changes in Equity, the Statement of Cash Flows and accompanying notes.  
Matters under consideration 

Section 413 (1) of the Act states that: 
(1) Council must prepare financial reports for each year, and must refer them for audit 
as soon as practicable (having regard to the requirements of section 416(1)) after the 
end of that year. 
Section 413 (2) (c) of the Act and Clause 215 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 
2015 (The Regulations) require that: 
(1) The statement required by Section 413 (2) (c) of the Act must: 
 (a) be made by resolution of the council; and 
 (b) be signed by: 
  (i)   the mayor, and 
  (ii)  at least one other member of the council, and 
  (iii) the responsible accounting officer, and 
  (iv) the general manager (if not the responsible accounting officer). 
(2) The statement must indicate: 

(a) whether or not the council’s annual financial reports have been drawn up in 
accordance with: 
 (i)      the Act and this Regulation, and 
 (ii)     the code and the Manual, and 

(iii) the Australian Accounting Standards issued by the Australian 
Standards Board, and 

(b) whether or not those reports present fairly the council’s financial position 
and operating result for the year, and 
(c) whether or not those reports accord with Council’s accounting and other 
records, and 
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(d) whether or not the signatories know of anything that would makes those 
reports false or misleading in any way and include such information and 
explanations as will prevent those reports from being misleading because of any 
qualification that is included in that statement. 

(3) The Council must ensure that the statement is attached to the relevant annual 
financial reports.  
Section 418 of the Act also requires Council to do the following: 
(1) As soon as practicable after council receives a copy of the auditor’s reports: 

(a)  it must fix a date for the meeting at which it proposes to presents its audited 
financial reports, together with the auditor’s reports, to the public, and 
(b) it must give public notice of the date so fixed. 

(2) The date fixed for the meeting must be at least 7 days after the date on which the 
notice is given, but not more than 5 weeks after the auditor’s reports are given to 
council. 
Given the tight time frames outlined in the Act it is recommended that Council delegate to the 
General Manager authority to “finalise the date” at which the auditor’s report and financial 
statements are presented to the public.  
As soon as practicable after receiving the auditor’s reports, the council must send a copy of 
the auditor’s report together with a copy of Council’s audited Annual Financial Statements to 
the Chief Executive Officer of the Office of Local Government. The deadline for submitting 
the reports is 31 October 2021. 
Legal, strategic, financial or policy implications 

Nil 
Conclusion 

The Act requires Council to comply with a number of obligations in relation to the 
preparation, audit and presentation of the annual financial report and the auditor’s report. A 
number of delegated authorities are also required to expedite the year end process. If the 
auditors find any material issues or request any material changes to the draft Annual 
Financial Statements these will be reported to Council at the November Council meeting. 
 

Attachments 
1. Draft Annual Financial Statements 2020-21   



Item 9.3 - Attachment 1 Draft Annual Financial Statements 2020-21 
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9.4 MONTHLY FINANCE REPORT  
File Number: RPT/21/579 
 
Responsible Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
Responsible Division: Finance and Policy  
Reporting Officer: Vanessa Lock - Finance Officer  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       
 

Summary 
Rates and Charges collections for the month of September 2021 were $751,513.96.  After 
allowing for pensioner subsidies, the total levies collected are now 40.34%.  For comparison 
purposes 39.18% of the levy had been collected at the end of September 2020.  Council 
currently has $37,499,430.03 in cash and investments. 
 
Recommendation 
That Council notes the Monthly Finance Report. 
 

Detailed Report 
The purpose of this report is to indicate to Council the position in relation to the rate of 
collections and the balance of cash books. 
 
Reconciliation and Balance of Funds held as at 30 September 2021 

The reconciliation has been carried out between the Cash Book of each fund and the Bank 
Pass Sheet as at 30 September 2021. 
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Collection of Rates and Charges 

Rates and Charges collections for the month of September 2021 were $ 751,513.96. After 
allowing for pensioner subsidies, the total levies collected are now 40.34%.  A summary of 
the Rates and Charges situation as at 30 September 2021 is as follows. 
 

 
 
Note: For comparison purposes 39.18% of the levy had been collected at the end of 
September 2020. 
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Rates/Water write offs and adjustments 

Rates and charges that have been written off or adjustments made under the delegated 
authority of the General Manager for the month of July 2021. 

 
 

Council Loans Report 
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Overtime and Travelling 

 
Conclusion 

The report indicates to Council that its finances are in a favourable position. 
 

Attachments 
Nil 
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9.5 MONTHLY INVESTMENT REPORT 
File Number: RPT/21/581 
 
Responsible Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
Responsible Division: Finance and Policy  
Reporting Officer: Bryce Watson - Accountant  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       
 
Summary 
As at 30 September 2021 Council had $28 million invested in term deposits and 
$9,499,430.03 in other cash investments. Council received $6,994.27 from its investments 
for the month of September 2021. 
In September 2021 Council investments averaged a rate of return of 0.43% and it currently 
has $6,736,496.56 of internal restrictions and $22,890,547.06 of external restrictions. 
 

Recommendation 
That Council notes the monthly investment report. 
 

Detailed Report 
Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to update Council on the current status of its investments. 
Matters under consideration 

As at 30 September 2021 Council had $37,499,430.03 invested with ten (10) financial 
institutions and one (1) Treasury Corporation. 
Breakdown of Total Funds Available 

 Financial Institution  Amount Percentage of Available 
Funds  

 AMP    $    3,019,970.85  8.05% 

 Bank of Queensland   $    1,000,000.00  2.67% 

 Bendigo Bank   $    4,458,683.47  11.89% 

 Commonwealth Bank   $    6,000,000.00  16.00% 

 IMB Bank   $    1,000,000.00  2.67% 

 Macquarie Bank   $    6,014,958.46  16.04% 

 Members Equity Bank   $    2,005,817.25  5.35% 

 National Australia Bank   $    5,000,000.00  13.33% 

 Westpac   $    5,000,000.00  13.33% 

 Suncorp   $    3,000,000.00  8.00% 

 Northern Territory T-corp   $    1,000,000.00  2.67% 

TOTAL  $  37,499,430.03 100.00% 
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Investments on Hand as at 30 September 2021 
    

    
Note: Ratings provided are from Moody’s and Standard & Poors Rating Agencies 

Wentworth Shire Council 

Investments on Hand as at 30th September 2021

 Investee  Date Invested 
 Date of 
Maturity 

 Effective 
Interest 

Rate 
 Investment Type 

 Amount 
Invested 

Rating

AMP Bank 22/09/2021 22/09/2022 0.80% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$     A2/BBB+
Bank of Queensland 9/06/2021 7/12/2021 0.40% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$     A2/BBB+
Bendigo Bank 29/03/2021 27/09/2021 0.30% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$     A2/BBB+
Bendigo Bank 27/09/2021 27/06/2022 0.30% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$     A2/BBB+
Commonwealth Bank 11/08/2021 8/04/2022 0.32% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$     A1+/AA-
Commonwealth Bank 29/01/2021 26/10/2021 0.40% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$     A1+/AA-
Commonwealth Bank 20/05/2021 20/05/2022 0.39% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$     A1+/AA-
Commonwealth Bank 15/06/2021 15/06/2022 0.40% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$     A1+/AA-
Commonwealth Bank 14/07/2021 14/07/2022 0.46% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$     A1+/AA-
Commonwealth Bank 27/08/2021 27/05/2022 0.37% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$     A1+/AA-
IMB Bank 9/09/2021 9/12/2021 0.97% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$     A2/BBB
Macquarie Bank 8/04/2021 7/10/2021 0.35% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$     A1/A+
Macquarie Bank 10/06/2021 10/03/2022 0.40% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$     A1/A+
Members Equity Bank 9/06/2021 9/03/2022 0.45% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$     A2/BBB
National Australia Bank 18/08/2021 19/04/2022 0.32% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$     A1+/AA-
National Australia Bank 26/04/2021 22/11/2021 0.30% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$     A1+/AA-
National Australia Bank 23/02/2021 19/01/2022 0.35% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$     A1+/AA-
National Australia Bank 25/02/2021 21/01/2022 0.35% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$     A1+/AA-
National Australia Bank 28/06/2021 25/03/2022 0.30% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$     A1+/AA-
NT T-Corp 16/09/2021 15/12/2021 1.35% Fixed Bond 1,000,000.00$     A1+/AA-
Suncorp Bank 13/05/2021 9/12/2021 0.32% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$     A1/A+
Suncorp Bank 10/06/2021 10/06/2022 0.33% Term Deposit 2,000,000.00$     A1/A+
Westpac Banking Corporation 8/03/2021 8/11/2021 0.30% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$     A1+/AA-
Westpac Banking Corporation 24/02/2021 24/11/2021 0.30% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$     A1+/AA-
Westpac Banking Corporation 3/03/2021 3/12/2021 0.32% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$     A1+/AA-
Westpac Banking Corporation 25/03/2021 25/02/2022 0.33% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$     A1+/AA-
Westpac Banking Corporation 28/05/2021 28/02/2022 0.32% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$     A1+/AA-
Total 28,000,000.00$   

Other Cash Investments

 Investee  Date Invested 
 Date of 
Maturity 

 Effective 
Interest 

Rate 

 Amount 
Invested 

Rating

Bendigo Bank - Operating A/c N/A Ongoing 2,458,683.47$     A2/BBB+
AMP (11) 23/10/2020 Ongoing 0.55% 2,019,970.85$     A2/BBB+
Macquarie Bank (4) - Ongoing 3/12/2020 Ongoing 0.35% 4,014,958.46$     A1/A+
Members Equity Bank - Ongoing (5) 1/12/2020 Ongoing 0.40% 1,005,817.25$     A2/BBB

Total Funds Available 37,499,430.03$  
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Restrictions 

Internal Restrictions  
  

          - Employee Entitlements   $    2,376,437.00   

          - Doubtful Debts   $        115,367.00   

          - Future Development Reserve   $    1,113,213.94   

          - Trust Account   $        631,478.62   

          - Capital Projects   $    1,000,000.00   

          - Plant Replacement Reserve   $    1,500,000.00   $    6,736,496.56  

 External Restrictions    

         - Water Fund   $  10,222,459.85   

         - Sewer Fund   $    4,262,913.92   

         - T-Corp Stormwater  $    1,413,892.49   

         - Developer Contributions Reserve   $        639,646.61   

         - Unexpended Grants    $    5,507,562.26   

         - Crown Reserves Reserve   $        289,128.84   

         - Loan Guarantee Reserve   $             3,162.86   

         - Prepayments Cemeteries   $        551,807.23   $  22,890,574.06  

 Day to Day Liquidity    $    7,872,359.41  

 Total Funds Available    $  37,499,430.03  
 
 
Breakdown 
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Summary – Unexpended Grants as at 30 September 2021 

 Grant   Amount  

 Library Infrastructure Grant   $        500,000.00  

 Resources For Regions VIC Relocation   $        470,512.00  

 Wentworth Extended Day Care   $        119,841.34  

 Local Roads and Community Infrastructure Phase 1   $        308,449.42  

 Local Roads and Community Infrastructure Phase 2   $        160,217.02  

 SCCF Wentworth Rowing Club   $          68,701.45  

 Crown Reserve Improvement Fund Astronomy Park   $        679,316.00  

 Crown Reserve Improvement Fund Pooncarie Racecourse   $          29,700.00  

 Resources For Regions Junction Island Bridge   $        167,204.89  

 Wentworth Showgrounds Sewer Upgrade   $        338,767.16  

 Main Road Block Grant   $        697,590.65  

 Crown Reserve Improvement Fund Wentworth Caravan Park Grant   $     1,000,000.00  

 EDS Grant   $        123,876.62  

 Fixing Local Roads Grants   $        843,385.71  

 Total   $     5,507,562.26  
 
Total Funds Invested 

 
 
Two (2) term deposits and three (3) other accounts matured or provided interest in 
September earning Council $6,994.27 in interest. The budget for September was 
$16,666.67. Year to date Council has received $24,000.60 in interest. The budget for the 
current financial year is currently set at $200,000.00. 
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Currently on the back of the new investment policy approval council is restructuring their 
investments into longer term deposits, bonds and managed investments from which we hope 
to see increased returns by end of financial year 2022. 
Investment Revenue in September 2021 

 Investee   Date 
Invested  

 Date of 
Maturity  

 
Effective 
Interest 

Rate  

 Amount 
Invested  

 Interest 
Earned  

Term Deposits       

IMB Bank  9/06/2021 9/09/2021 0.97%  $1,000,000.00   $2,470.14  

Bendigo Bank (7)  29/03/2021 27/09/2021 0.30%  $1,000,000.00   $1,495.89  

Other Cash   
Investments  

     

 AMP (11)  23/10/2020  Ongoing  0.55%  $2,019,058.13   $1,334.31  

 Macquarie Bank (4) - 
Ongoing  

3/12/2020  Ongoing  0.35%  $4,014,958.46   $1,330.40  

 Members Equity Bank 
- Ongoing (5)  

1/12/2020  Ongoing  0.40%  $1,005,817.25   $   363.53  

 Total       $6,994.27  
 
Investment Revenue received September 2021 
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Total Interest received July 2021 – June 2022 
For September 2021 Council’s investments returned an effective average rate of 0.43%.  
Year to date the effective average rate has been 0.40%.  The budget for 2021-2022 was set 
at 0.67%. 
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Conclusion 

The Director Finance & Policy certifies that all investments have been made in accordance 
with the Local Government Act 1993 (NSW), Local Government (General) Regulations 2005 
and Council’s Investment Policy.  Council is investing its funds prudently to optimise returns 
and reduce exposure to risk in accordance with legislation and its own investment policy.    
 

Attachments 
Nil 
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9.6 LICENCE RENEWAL - RAMON DEED VETERANS RETREAT - CROWN RESERVE 
78438 

File Number: RPT/21/386 
 
Responsible Officer: Matthew Carlin - Director Health and Planning  
Responsible Division: Health and Planning  
Reporting Officer: Hilary Dye - Property and Land Tenure Officer  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring , supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.6 Collaborate with others to achieve desired outcomes for the 

local community       

Summary 
Wentworth & Coomealla Districts Sub Branch have held a licence to occupy part Lot 3 
DP853243, Dareton Horse Complex Reserve 78438 since 2008. The current licence expired on 
30 July 2021.  
The Department of Planning, Industry and Environment - Crown Lands has provided Ministers 
consent for Council, in its capacity as Crown Land Manager, to exercise the holding over 
provisions of this Licence from 1 July 2021 up to and including 30 June 2022 until the new 
Licence has been executed. 
This report seeks a resolution of Council to renew the licence to the provisions of the Crown 
Land Management Regulation 2018, securing lawful tenure for the current occupiers. 
 
Recommendation 
That Council: 

1. Approves the renewal of a Licence to the Wentworth & Coomealla Districts Sub Branch; 
including the Ramon Deed Veterans Retreat of the Vietnam Veterans, Peacekeepers 
and Peacemakers Association of Australia NSW Branch Inc. for the occupation of Crown 
Reserve 78438 Dareton Horse Complex, part Lot 3 DP853243 

2. In its capacity as Crown Land Manager authorises the granting of a licence renewal, Pre 
Plan of Management, for the term of 10years (5+5) under Section 70 Clause (2)(b)(i) of 
the Crown Land Management Regulation 2018., subject to Minister’s Consent 

3. Continue the annual rent payable as previously set in the expired licence, starting at 
$974.76 with an annual Consumer Price Index (CPI) increase the when licence takes 
effect, being the date the licence is executed. 

 
4. Affix the Common Seal of Wentworth Shire Council to all documentation that requires to 

be sealed, to give effect to this resolution  
 

5. The Mayor and General Manager be delegated to sign any related documents. 
 

Detailed Report 
Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to provide the Wentworth & Coomealla Districts Sub Branch with 
security of tenure of the occupation of Crown Reserve 78438, Dareton Horse Complex, by 
renewing their expired licence on part Lot 3 DP853243, Coomealla. 



Ordinary Meeting AGENDA 20 October 2021 

Page 170 

Crown land managers must have lease or licence agreements in place with all users of Crown 
reserves held under management. 
Historical information  

The retreat is named after 3788300 Sapper Ramon John Deed Royal Australian Engineers 
born 25th July 1945, who served with 1st Field Squadron in Vietnam from 13th March 1967 to 
10th May 1967. Ramon was from Mildura attending primary and secondary schools with other 
local veterans. He died at the US Evacuation Hospital on 10th May 1967. 
Background 

The Wentworth & Coomealla Districts Sub Branch; including the Ramon Deed Veterans Retreat 
of the Vietnam Veterans, Peacekeepers and Peacemakers Association of Australia NSW 
Branch Inc. has held a licence on Reserve 78438, Dareton Horse Complex from 1 August 2008. 
Since that time Council has entered into three licence agreements for periods of 3-5 years. 
The Ramon Deed Veteran’s Retreat is a very popular retreat for past and present members of 
the Armed Forces. The retreat was the first noted on the Vietnam Veterans Association of 
Australia’s website list of retreats. The reserve houses a war memorial and facilities that have 
been constructed by volunteers and are being continuously improved by the Committee. There 
are on site caretakers and entry is restricted to service men and women. There have been no 
issues with the licensees of this reserve since the formation of the body to auspice the 
occupation. 
Upon notification that the existing licence expired 30 July 2021, The Department of Planning, 
Industry and Environment - Crown Lands provided Ministers consent for Council, in its capacity 
as Crown Land Manager, to exercise the holding over provisions of the Licence from 1 July 
2021 up to and including 30 June 2022 until the new Licence has been executed. 
 
The reserve is managed by Wentworth Shire Council. Pre Plan of Management (POM), Council 
as the Crown Land Manager (CLM) can authorise the occupation of a 21year tenure through a 
Crown Land Manager Licence, authorised under Clause 70(2)(b)(i) of the Crown Land 
Management Regulation 2018. 
Matters under consideration 

Lease or licence 
Leases / licences for Crown Land managed by Council are to be prepared in accordance with 
the Crown Land Management Act 2016 (CLM Act) and Local Government Act 1993 (LG Act) 
and ensures there is legal and suitable occupation of Crown land. 
A licence is a contractual agreement that grants the licensee a personal right to occupy and use 
land for a particular purpose. Currently the Wentworth & Coomealla Districts Sub Branch 
occupy part of Lot 3 DP853243 and have no need to have exclusive tenure over the rest of the 
reserve, therefore a licence extension will be offered.  
The purpose of the licence must also be compatible with the reservation/dedication, land 
classification, plan of management and permitted use under the Local Environmental Plan. 
Pre Plan of Management (PoM) 
Council in its capacity as Crown Land Manager, can grant tenure to a maximum of 21years, 
under Clause 70(2)(b)(i) of the Crown Land Management Regulation 2018, subject to Ministers 
Consent allows the renewal of an existing licence. 
Applying conditions for renewal, a licence must have been in force immediately to 1 July 2018, 
and there are no additional permitted uses of the land 
The existing permitted use of the land is that of a temporary retreat for the sole use of War 
Veterans and Peacekeepers and Peacemakers, with an onsite caretaker for security. 
 
 



Ordinary Meeting AGENDA 20 October 2021 

Page 171 

Term 
Under the above regulation, Council can approve a maximum term up to 21years, including any 
option for the grant of a further term (i.e.20+1).  
Term of the expired licence was 5 years, with the inclusion of a holding over clause which 
entitles the lessees, consent of the Licensor and the Minister to remain in possession of the 
premises limited to a maximum term of twelve months to renew their occupation. 
The maximum term may be justified in cases where major capital investment is involved and the 
licensor (Council Crown Land Manager) is directly associated with the existence of the reserve 
(e.g. racing clubs and racecourses, show societies and showgrounds). 
A shorter licence term will allow Council to initiate best practice measures to enable a review 
current conditions, future management options for the facility, consider existing rates and the 
potential for the facility to be used on a multi-user basis, in line with changing community needs. 
Tenures under 5years do not require the licence to be registered on the certificate of title, 
therefore saving parties the expense of registration. 
Rent  
 
Holders of leases, licences and permits to occupy Crown Land are required to pay rent, this is a 
standard condition in any leasing agreements. 
 
In 2008 the initial rent payable was $750.00, increased annually by the Consumer Price Index 
(CPI) value. The rent payable in 2021 is $974.76 and due on anniversary date of the licence. 
 
The Ramon Deed Retreat Vietnam Veterans have a strong historical affiliation with this reserve, 
and have contributed to the continuous improvement of the facility over a number of years. With 
an on-site caretaker who is responsible for day to day running’s of the retreat and security of the 
reserve. 
 
Subject to a resolution of the Council and the consideration of factors such as identified, the 
applicable licence rental may have a rebated rental amount imposed because the 
lessee/licensee is a charitable or non-profit organisation, such rental should still be realistic and 
should not be less than the statutory minimum rental as advertised in Council’s annual Fees & 
Charges Schedule at that time. 
 
Council seeks to ensure that costs associated with rental charges and subsidies are transparent 
for community facilities. It provides subsidies to community organisations based on their ability 
to generate income from their activities, including fees for services, private sector sponsorship 
and other government grants and subsidies, and the subsequent level of support required from 
Council. 
 

 Licence agreements should provide for regular periodic redetermination of the rent at intervals 
of not more than five years. 
Options – Term 
Taking into consideration the nature of the tenant (War Veterans), a non-profit organisation 
managed and maintained by members and volunteers, who offer social welfare assistance to 
individuals and families in need. 
Term of Licence - based on the information contained in this report, the options available are:  

a) 5year term 
b) 10year term (5+5) 
c) Maximum of 21 years (20 + 1) including an option for the grant of a further term 
d) Anything in between 
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The inclusion of a holding over clause, limited to a maximum term of 12 months, to be attached 
with either option.  
Options – Rent 
If the licensee was provided at a reduced rent for an agreed period, would this have significant 
social, community and economic benefit. 

a) Continue with the existing rate set as if the licence had not expired, which includes an 
annual Consumer Price Index (CPI), increase  

b) Rate set in accordance with Council’s fees and charges, with an annual increase of 5%  
c) Set a new rate 

 Market Rent Value - the amount of annual rent if the accommodation had been let in 
 a competitive market with an annual increase of Consumer Price Index (CPI). 
   

Conclusion 

Having consideration to the content of this report, the most appropriate course of action is for 
Council to grant a licence renewal that would provide the Wentworth & Coomealla Districts Sub 
Branch (Ramon Deed Retreat) security of tenure for the occupation of Crown Reserve 85324 for 
a further period of 10years (5+5).  
Rent to continue as previously set in the expired licence, starting at $974.76 with an annual 
Consumer Price Index (CPI) increase the licence takes effect, being the date the licence is 
executed. 
 

Attachments 
1. Licence to Occupy Reserve 78438  Ramon Deed Retreat Vietnam Veterans / 

Peacekeepers Association Australia - Silver City Highway Coomealla  
2. Site view - Reserve 78438 Dareton Horse Complex  
3. Minister consent, granting of holding over provision of Trust  
4. Crown Land Fact Sheet - Granting leases & licences over pre PoM Crown land   
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9.7 INFRASTRUCUTRE CONTRIBUTION REFORMS 
File Number: RPT/21/574 
 
Responsible Officer: Matthew Carlin - Director Health and Planning  
Responsible Division: Health and Planning  
Reporting Officer: Matthew Carlin - Director Health and Planning  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.2 Plan for and develop the right assets and infrastructure       

Summary 
The NSW Government introduced the Environmental Planning and Assessment Amendment 
(Infrastructure Contributions) Bill 2021 into Parliament on 22 June. This Bill has the potential 
to adversely impact on Council’s ability to deliver critical infrastructure services by diverting 
developer contributions away from Local Government to the NSW Government. If the Bill is 
passed, the NSW Government will have the authority use these funds however and wherever 
they see fit, thus potentially leaving Wentworth Shire Council and all other Local Government 
Organisations in NSW in a position where our infrastructure delivery capability will be 
destroyed. 
 
Recommendation 
That Council  

1) Calls on the NSW Government to withdraw the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Amendment (Infrastructure Contributions) Bill 2021 (the Bill) from the 
NSW Parliament. 
 

2) Calls on the NSW Government to undertake further consultation with the local 
government sector on any proposed reforms to the infrastructure contributions 
system. 
 

3) Calls on the NSW Government to de-couple the Independent Pricing and Regulatory 
Tribunal led review of the rate peg to include population growth from the infrastructure 
contributions reforms. 
 

4) That Council writes to the local State Member Helen Dalton, the Premier the Hon  
Dominic Perrottet MP, Treasurer the Hon Matt Kean MP, Minister for Planning and 
Public Spaces the Hon Rob Stokes MP and Minister for Local Government the Hon 
Shelley Hancock MP seeking them to withdraw the Bill. 
 

5) That Council writes to the Shadow Treasurer the Hon Daniel Mookhey MLC, Shadow 
Minister for Planning and Public Spaces Mr Paul Scully MP, Shadow Minister for 
Local Government Mr Greg Warren MP, The Greens Mr David Shoebridge MLC, 
Shooters, Fishers and Farmers Party the Hon Robert Borsak MLC, Animal Justice 
Party the Hon Emma Hurst MLC, Christian Democratic Party (Fred Nile Group) the 
Hon Fred Nile MLC, Independent Mr Justin Field, Portfolio Committee Chair The 
Greens Ms Cate Faehmann, Portfolio Committee Deputy Chair Animal Justice Party 
the Hon Mark Pearson MLC and Committee members Liberal Party the Hon 
Catherine Cusack MLC and the Hon Shayne Mallard MLC, The Nationals the Hon 
Ben Franklin MLC and Australian Labor Party the Hon Rose Jackson MLC and the 

https://www.facebook.com/gladysnsw
https://www.facebook.com/gladysnsw
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Hon Adam Searle MLC seeking their support in securing the withdrawal of the Bill 
from the NSW Parliament and outlining council’s concerns with the Bill. 

6) That Council alerts the local media to the threat of future ratepayer funds being 
expended rather than developer levies for new infrastructure brought about by 
increased development under the proposed legislation and shares and promotes 
these messages via its digital and social media channels and via its networks. 
 

7) That Council affirms its support to LGNSW and requests LGNSW continue 
advocating on our behalf to protect local government from any amendments to 
infrastructure contributions which leaves councils and communities exposed to 
expending ratepayer funds on new infrastructure made necessary by new 
development, currently the responsibility of developers. 

Detailed Report 
Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to inform Council of the status of the Infrastructure Contributions 
Bill and to seek a resolution to call on the NSW Government to have this Bill withdrawn 
based on the reasons outlined in this report. 
Background 

The NSW Government introduced the Environmental Planning and Assessment Amendment 
(Infrastructure Contributions) Bill 2021 into Parliament on 22 June. 
The Bill was subsequently referred on 24 June 2021 to the Upper House Portfolio Committee 
No. 7 – Planning and Environment for inquiry and report by 10 August 2021. 
The Committee called for submissions and held a hearing on 16 July 2021 where local 
government representatives, including LGNSW, appeared as witnesses. 
LGNSW made a submission to the inquiry, opposing the passage of the Bill in this form and 
calling for it to be withdrawn.  
The Committee tabled its report on 10 August 2021 and recommended that the Bill not 
proceed until the draft regulations have been developed and released for consultation and 
the reviews into the rate pegging system, benchmarking and the essential works list have 
been published by the Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal. 
This Bill has the potential to: 

• Reduce the type of community infrastructure that could be funded by developer 
contributions; 

• Siphon off developer contributions into four regional funds, with no guarantees that 
the money would be funnelled back into projects in the local areas where the funds 
have been collected; 

• Dictate to councils on what and how they can spend their contributions (through 
Ministerial directions); and 

• Enable future governments to make further potentially-damaging changes to the 
system without parliamentary scrutiny. 

The impact this can have on Wentworth Shire Council and all other NSW Local Government 
Organisations is: 

• Council contributions will be significantly reduced while State Government revenue 
(via regional contributions) will increase.  

• Councils will be forced to either forgo the infrastructure or raise rates, cost-shifting the 
delivery of infrastructure from developers to ratepayers. 

https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/committees/inquiries/Pages/inquiry-details.aspx?pk=2821
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/committees/inquiries/Pages/inquiry-details.aspx?pk=2821
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/lcdocs/submissions/73405/0098%20Local%20Government%20NSW.pdf
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/lcdocs/inquiries/2821/Report%20No%209%20-%20PC%207%20-%20Environmental%20Planning%20and%20Assessment%20Amendment%20(Infrastructure%20Contributions)%20Bill%202021.pdf
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• Significant financial impact on councils’ ability to deliver community infrastructure 
ranging in the millions to tens of millions of dollars. 

• IPART “essential” infrastructure works list review - may further restrict the type of 
community infrastructure that could be funded via contributions.  

• Will not reduce housing prices - Parliamentary Committee concluded it would ‘just 
move costs between developers and land holders. 

Matters under consideration 

Councils need to be in a position to deliver quality infrastructure and open spaces if they are 
to attract homebuyers, housing and commercial development and business investment and 
these reforms put this at risk. 
Options  

Based on the information contained in this report, the options available to address this matter 
are to:  

a) Do nothing 
b) Resolve to adopt the recommendations as stated. 

Legal, strategic, financial or policy implications 

Implementation of the reforms will have far reaching financial implications for our council and 
community that are unknown at this stage and there is concern that we may be worse off 
under the reforms. 
These reforms may force our council to delay or completely remove projects from our 
expenditure plan with a detrimental impact not only on community wellbeing and participation 
in civic life, but also crucially on job creation.  
This Bill also signals a significant cost shift from developers to rate payers. It will require 
Council to seek out alternative funding options to provide the level of infrastructure delivery 
that is required to keep our townships safe, healthy and growing.  
Conclusion 

LGNSW will continue its advocacy efforts on our behalf and is asking councils in NSW to add 
their voice in calling on the NSW Government to withdraw the Bill from the NSW Parliament. 
Note: Pauline Hanson’s One Nation the Hon Mark Latham MLC has not been included in 
item 5 in the recommendation. Council has received correspondence confirming that One 
Nation will not be supporting this Bill - see Attachment 1. 

Attachments 
1. Correspondance from Mark Latham One Nation Party   
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9.8 WENTWORTH LOCAL ENVIRONMENTAL PLAN 2011 - REVIEW OF RURAL 
LAND PLANNING CONTROLS PLANNING PROPOSAL 

File Number: RPT/21/575 
 
Responsible Officer: Matthew Carlin - Director Health and Planning  
Responsible Division: Health and Planning  
Reporting Officer: Michele Bos - Strategic Development Officer  
 
Objective: 1.0 Wentworth is a vibrant, growing and thriving Shire 
Strategy: 1.1 Grow the potential for business and industry to develop and 

expand       

Summary 
Council’s Health and Planning Department has prepared a Planning Proposal as an outcome 
of a Review of Rural Land Planning Controls paper. 

The Planning Proposal seeks to amend the following planning provisions in the Wentworth 
Local Environmental Plan 2011: 

- RU1 Primary Production land use table 

- Part 4 Principal development standards relating to rural land 

- Part 5 Miscellaneous provisions Clause 5.5  

- Schedule 1 Additional permitted uses. 

This report seeks Council endorsement to submit the Planning Proposal to the Department of 
Planning, Industry & Environment requesting a Gateway Determination to proceed. 

Recommendation 
That Council resolves to: 
 
a) Submit the Planning Proposal to amend the Wentworth Local Environmental Plan 2011 

to the Minister for Planning and Public Spaces for consideration of a Gateway 
Determination in accordance with Section 3.34 of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979. 

b) Call a division in accordance with S375A of the Local Government Act 1993 (NSW). 

Detailed Report 
Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with the information required to make an 
informed decision with regard to the Planning Proposal. 
Background 

A review of the rural land planning controls in the Wentworth Local Environmental Plan 2011 
(WLEP) has been undertaken by Council’s Health and Planning Department. 
The purpose of preparing the Review of Rural Land Planning Controls (RLPC) paper was to 
identify historic planning issues relevant to rural land, discuss those issues to determine 
those that could be resolved through the RLPC and provide justification and 
recommendations for amendments to the WLEP. Additionally, the RLPC aims to support and 
facilitate improved management and sustainable financial outcomes for rural enterprises and 
landholders.  
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The RLPC also identifies the strategic mechanisms that are required to address and resolve 
the remaining issues, relevant to rural land use planning, that are unable to be addressed 
and resolved through the RLPC. 
Refer to Attachment 1 Review of Rural Land Planning Controls. 
Matters under consideration 

This Planning Proposal has been prepared to enact upon the recommendations made in the 
RLPC.  
The Planning Proposal proposes to: 

- Amend the RU1 Primary Production zone land use table by including reference to 
tourism in the objectives of the zone, adding uses as permissible with consent that 
are related to tourism development and uses that would benefit from and be more 
suitable if located outside townships on rural land where allotments are of a larger 
scale 

- Remove Clause 4.2D as the interpretation of this clause is subjective and has caused 
confusion in the past for dwelling permissibility in the RU1 Primary Production zone 

- Introduce a standard boundary adjustments clause to enable boundary re-alignments 
where the existing allotments do not meet the standard minimum lot size 
requirements  

- Minor amendments and update of objectives to Part 4 Principal development 
standards 

- Inclusion of secondary dwellings in Clause 4.2C and related floor area size 
restrictions in Clause 5.5 

- Removal of expired provisions. 

Refer to Attachment 2 – Planning Proposal: Review of Rural Land Planning Controls. 
Full details of the proposed amendments to the WLEP are outlined in Appendix 2 to the 
RLPC document. 
Early consultation with the Department of Industries – Agriculture has been undertaken to 
gauge the agency’s support or concerns for the proposed amendments to the WLEP 2011.  
The response received included concerns regarding the lack of strategic justification for 
amendments to the minimum lot sizes applied to rural land and non-support for some of the 
proposed land uses to be made permissible in the zone. 
Refer to Attachment 3 – Department of Industries – Agriculture response. 
Table 2 of the RLPC paper provides a list of the uses that have not been supported by DPI 
Agriculture and justification for their inclusion in the RU1 zone land use table. 
A subsequent meeting held with the agency determined that the proposed minimum lot size 
amendments would not be supported without a strategy providing robust justification for the 
reduction to the current minimum lot sizes. 
In response to the comments provided by DPI Agriculture, the section relating to minimum lot 
sizes and associated recommendations have been removed from the RLPC paper. The 
minimum lot sizes will now be evaluated in the rural residential strategy to be undertaken 
during 2022. 
Refer to Attachment 4 - Response to DPI Agriculture. 
Options  

Based on the information contained in this report, the options available to address this matter 
are to: 
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• Submit the Planning Proposal to the Minister for Planning and Public Spaces for 
consideration of a Gateway Determination, or 

• Refuse to support the Planning Proposal. 
Legal, strategic, financial or policy implications 

The endorsement of the attached Planning Proposal will allow it to be submitted to the 
Minister for Planning and Public Spaces for consideration of a Gateway Determination in 
accordance with the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979. 
The endorsement will provide Council with the opportunity to progress the implementation of 
the recommendations made in the RLPC which support and facilitate improved management 
and sustainable financial outcomes for rural enterprises and landholders.  
Conclusion 

Having consideration for the content of this report, it is concluded that the most appropriate 
course of action is to resolve to submit the Planning Proposal to the Minister for Planning and 
Public Spaces for consideration of a Gateway Determination. 

Attachments 
1. Rural Land Planning Controls  
2. Planning Proposal - Review of Rural Land Planning Controls.  
3. Department of Primary Industries - Agriculture comments and feedback.  
4. Response to Department of Primary Industries - Agriculture.   
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9.9 DELEGATED AUTHORITY APPROVALS AS AT END OF SEPTEMBER 2021 
File Number: RPT/21/593 
 
Responsible Officer: Matthew Carlin - Director Health and Planning  
Responsible Division: Health and Planning  
Reporting Officer: Kerrie Copley - Administration Officer  
 
Objective: 1.0 Wentworth is a vibrant, growing and thriving Shire 
Strategy: 1.1 Grow the potential for business and industry to develop and 

expand       

Summary 
For the month of September 2021, a total of 21 Development Applications and two S4.55 
Modification Applications were determined under delegated authority by the Director Health 
and Planning.     
The estimated value of the determined developments was $2,232,602.00.  This brings the 
year to date total to 138 Development Applications and 25 S4.55 Applications approved, with 
an estimated development value of $20,701,120.00. 
 
Recommendation 
That Council: 
a) Received and notes the report for the month of September 2021. 
b) Publicly notifies, for the purposes of Schedule 1 Division 4 Section 20 (2) of the 

Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979, the applications as listed in the 
attachment on the Wentworth Shire Council website. 

c) Call a division in accordance with S375A of the Local Government Act 1993 (NSW).  

Detailed Report 
Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with a list of Development Applications as 
tabled in the Attachment, determined under delegated authority by the Director Health and 
Planning for the month of September 2021, hence complying with the requirements under 
section 3.20 of the Office of Local Government Promoting Better Practice Program.  
Conclusion 

The total value of determinations was $2,232,602.00 for the month of September 2021. The 
average determination time was 56 days. 

Attachments 
1. Delagate Authority Report September 2021   
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9.10 REDEVELOPMENT OF THE WENTWORTH SHIRE CIVIC CENTRE PROJECT 
UPDATE 

File Number: RPT/21/578 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Rachael Withers - Subdivision Officer  
 
Objective: 1.0 Wentworth is a vibrant, growing and thriving Shire 
Strategy: 1.1 Grow the potential for business and industry to develop and 

expand       

Summary 
As part of the Office of Local Government (OLG) Capital Expenditure Review, quarterly 
project update reports are to be provided to Council. The report includes overall progress of 
the project, identifies any budget variances that may impact on the project, and also identifies 
any issues that may have an adverse impact on the works.  

Council allocated funding within the 2020-21 Operational Plan for the upgrade of the 
Wentworth Shire Civic Centre. The upgrade was identified as a significant capital project.  

Council on 26 June 2019, accepted a tender from GSD Architects to undertake project 
management of the Wentworth Shire Civic Centre Redevelopment. Accordingly, GSD 
Architects were engaged to manage various phases of the redevelopment including 
planning, design, procurement, construction, commissioning and handover. A Council officer 
has been appointed to collaboratively work with GSD Architects. 

Council endorsed Concept 8 for the Wentworth Shire Civic Centre on 18 December 2019, 
after which the Concept Plan was further developed and finalised late in 2020. It is believed 
that the finalised Concept Plan incorporates functionality, serviceability and the inclusion of 
all required facilities to promote a space that employees, the local community and visitors 
successfully utilise. 

Concept Plans including render displays and finish selections were prepared for the 
Wentworth Shire Civic Centre Entrance, Library, Courtyard, Public Meeting Room 
(Wentworth Community Space and Convention Centre), Public Kitchen, and Reception for 
display. Concept Plans were placed on public exhibition from 24 May to 4 June 2021, 
whereby a total of 9 community submissions were lodged with Council including feedback. 
Some submissions required no further action, while others require further consideration.  

The State Library of New South Wales confirmed on 5 June 2020, that Council had been 
successful in securing $500,000.00 ex. GST in funding by way of the 2019/20 Public Library 
Infrastructure Grant.    

Council were successful in a funding application of $941,023.00 ex. GST for the relocation of 
the Wentworth Visitor Information Centre to the Civic Centre, as part of Round 7 of the 
Resources for Regions Program. 

Council were also successful in their nomination of the Wentworth Library Outdoor Riverfront 
Gathering Space (Library Courtyard) as a project under Phase 2 of the NSW Government 
Local Roads and Infrastructure Program Extension, with funding in the amount of 
$487,539.00 ex. GST approved. Works are to be completed by 31 December 2021.  

Funding in the amount of $713,339.00 ex. GST was approved for the Wentworth Community 
Space and Convention Centre within the third round of the Federal Government’s Economic 
Development Program.  
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Council lodged an application for funding in the amount of $713,339.00 ex. GST with Building 
Better Regions – Round 5 on 12 March 2021, for the Wentworth Community Space and 
Convention Centre. Funding announcements were recently released whereby Council were 
successful, pending formalisation of a deed of agreement. 

An application for funding in the amount of $900,000.00 ex. GST was submitted with the 
Regional Tourism Activation Fund on 11 August 2021, for the Wentworth Interpretive Centre 
Development. Successful projects are expected to be announced in November 2021.  

Recommendation 
That Council receives and notes the information contained within this report. 

Detailed Report 
Further to the quarter report of 21 July 2021, the following works have been completed: 

• Preliminary design and specification for the Wentworth Shire Civic Centre Library 
Courtyard was reviewed with additional information required for laser cut-out designs 
within the steel canopy, and detailed planting plans. Ochre Landscaping were engaged 
by GSD Architects to progress the said components in an effort to finalise tender 
documentation.  

• Progression of detailed design including specification for the entrance to the Visitor 
Information Centre, and Library. Design will incorporate detail for laser cut-outs for 
application to the entrance canopy, planting plans, irrigation and feature lighting.  

• GSD Architects continue to progress tender documentation for the construction and fit out 
of the building, including “For Tender Issue” drawings and specifications. Drawings and 
specification includes provision of electrical, mechanical, and hydraulic design with 80% 
of the detail for this component of the design complete.  

• Progression of fire service assessment continues with the fire engineer preparing a 
Performance Based Assessment under the performance requirements of the Building 
Code of Australia 2019 (BCA), whereby identified non-conformance will be addressed 
with the deemed to satisfy provision of the BCA. Without the Performance Based 
Assessment, engineering design for the fire service cannot be progressed. The 
complexity of the fire service has contributed in delays to finalisation of the design.  

• GSD Architects continue to progress the fixtures list for the redeveloped building for 
consideration by Council. Fixtures will include recommended finishes i.e. flooring 
selections, cabinetry, tiles, paint selections, hardware inclusive of handles, taps etc. 

Attachments 
Nil 
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9.11 PROJECTS AND WORKS REPORT UPDATE - SEPTEMBER 2021 
File Number: RPT/21/582 
 
Responsible Officer: Geoff Gunn - Director Roads and Engineering  
Responsible Division: Roads and Engineering  
Reporting Officer: Tarryn Kampman - Coordinator Roads & Engineering  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.2 Plan for and develop the right assets and infrastructure       

Summary 
This report provides a summary of the projects and major works undertaken by the Roads 
and Engineering Department which have been completed during the month of September 
2021. 

Recommendation 
That Council notes the major works undertaken for September and the scheduled works for 
following months. 

Detailed Report 
Refer below for updates of the works completed in September and planned activities 
scheduled for October 2021. 
 
Projects and Works Update for September 2021 

Roads • As part of the capital works renewal 32 local, rural and regional roads 
throughout the Shire are currently being re-sealed.   

• Little Manly Road Construction is nearing completion, with line marking 
to be completed in November to finish off the project.  

• Milpara Road – Road side furniture installed 15 September which sees 
the completion of the project.  

Maintenance Grading 
Planned maintenance grading was undertaken on the following roads 
throughout September: Rufus River, Renmark Springwood, Pine Camp Roads. 
 
Traffic Monitoring Program 
 
Locations monitored in September; 

• Abbotsford Road - 30m north of Creek Rd int 
• Beverley Street - 60m south of Sandwych St int 
• Boat Ramp Road - 70m from Cemetery Rd 
• Bridge Road - 60m from Pitman Ave West 
• Bridge Road- 120m from West Rd 
• Burns Street - 50m from Wood St 
• Cemetery Road - 40m east of Boat Ramp Rd int 
• Dawn Avenue - 150m from Pitman Avenue 
• Drovers Drive - 50m east of Gol Gol Nth Rd int 
• Ellerslie Road - 120m from Ellerslie Nth Rd 
• Ellerslie Road - Approx 100m from Pooncarie Rd 
• Fotherby Park S/R - 30m from Silver City Hwy 
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• Moontongue Drive - Approx 70m from Wilga Rd 
• Pitman Avenue - 280m from Gol Gol Nth Rd 
• Ski Reserve Road - 40m west of pump station turnoff 
• Sporting Complex Internal Rd - 100m from Beverley St 
• Wilga Road - Approx 30m from Moontongue Dr 
• Wilga Road - 120m from Sturt Hwy 

 
Projects Wentworth Aerodrome Upgrade 

• Design consultants finalised construction drawings.  
• NOTAM in place for full closure of runway 17/35 to allow for works, 

runway 08/26 will remain open with periodic closure to accommodate the 
works being undertaken on 17/35.   

• Earthworks commenced as scheduled 6 September.  
• Contract documentation for the supply and delivery material 

(PT2122/01), has been issued, signed and returned to Contract along 
with purchase order for works. 

• The evaluation and tender assessment were completed for the supply 
and installation of Lighting PT2122/02 and submitted as a late report to 
the September Council meeting, with approval awarded. Contract 
documentation has been issued, awaiting return of signed copies.  
 

Buronga Effluent Disposal System (EDS) 
• Pump station commissioned for opening in September. Minor faults have 

occurred on site which have been rectified. Overall, facility is operating 
as intended.  
 

Buronga Pump Track 
• Contractors to commence works post lockdown – pending travel 

clearances with COVID. 
 

Carramar Drive Oval Fencing Extension – completion 30 September 
• Project complete. 

 
Curlwaa Hall 

• Old Curlwaa Hall fully demolished and site rehabilitated. 
 
Dareton Travellers Rest - completion 30 September  

• Structural steel works for the pergola are completed. 
• Timber has arrived and contractor has started constructing the frame. 
• Interpretive panels are in second draft.  

 
Gol Gol Heights Culvert Headwalls 

• Works to commence upon delivery of headwalls to contractor. Advised 
headwalls in production but likely not complete until after new year. 
 

Mourquong Water Main Extension – completion November 2021 
• Approximately 360m of pipe has been laid to date. 
• Contractor has completed the connection to the rising main and installed 

all fittings for the offtake exiting the under road bore. 
 

Buronga and Gol Gol Shared Paths 
• Final alignment of Summer Drive section confirmed and consultation 

completed with residents. 
 

Sewerage Rationalisation Scheme - Wentworth 
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• Contractor submitted demolition plan for sewer treatment plant, Council 
representatives reviewing.  

• Contractor coordinating a revised project schedule and timing for further 
works, WSC to review once received.  

• Construction of the switchboard continuing by the electrical sub-
contractor.  

• Feedback from Council representatives to the contractor has seen 
changes being conducted to the functional description, Council awaiting 
updated description.  

• Final commissioning delayed, rescheduled for October.  
 

Streetlight LED Upgrade  
• Essential Energy’s contractor has completed the LED upgrade. In total 

667 existing streetlights were replaced with new LED’s 
• 24 sites were unable to be completed due to a delay in materials or other 

complex issues.  
 

Wentworth All Day Care Centre 
• Project being priced by local suitably qualified contractors, quotations 

close on 15 October 2021. 
• Logistics of relocating the children to the Wentworth Primary School 

during the construction period being worked through and relevant 
approvals. 

 
Wentworth Riverfront BBQ and Nature Play Area 

• Works on hold – awaiting cross border playground contractor.  
 
Wentworth Rowing and Houseboat Mooring - completion December 2021 

• All sheet piling in place and mooring bollards are in place. 
• House boat mooring area concrete concourse boxed up for pouring of 

concrete. 
• High water level is impacting on completion or rowing club area and the 

Rowing Club members have been kept informed throughout. 
 
Wentworth Rowing Club Extension 

• Project being priced and quotations close on 29 October 2021. 
• BW&A engaged as Building Surveyor. 

 
Wentworth Showgrounds Sewer Upgrade – completion December 2021 

• Tender closes Friday 8 October. 
• Tender evaluation to be completed Monday 11 October. 

 
Wentworth Showgrounds Tower & Shade Structures 

• Shade structure installation to commenced Monday 11 September 2021. 

• Tower design updated with larger floor areas due to feedback on design 
from Racing NSW. Awaiting updated design drawings from contractor. 
 

Willow Bend Caravan Park Upgrade 
• Detailed design documentation including technical specification 

completed. 
• Tender documentation completed and currently out for tender, with 

tenders closing Friday 8 October 2021. 
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Projects and Works scheduled for October 2021  

Roads 
 

• High Darling Road - final clean up and sign implementation, scheduled 
for week beginning 18 October.  

• Bunnerungee Bridge – works have commenced on the removal of the 
temporary side track. Council, on behalf of TFNSW, will have a fence 
and signage installed with a pavement upgrade under the bridge to link 
up to the rest area. 

• Native Ridge Lane – Construction works to commence first week 
October, including tree and vegetation clearing and road re-alignment. 
Works will include road widening and sealing of the road pavement. 
 

Maintenance Grading 
• Planned maintenance grading will be undertaken on the following roads 

throughout October: Arumpo and Top Hut Road. 
 
Traffic Monitoring Program 
Locations for October: 

• Garston Road - 30m from Low Darling Rd 
• Haul Road - west side of Peter Withers Bridge 
• High Darling Road - 40m south of all weather mine road int 
• High Darling Road - Approx 100m south from Polia Rd int 
• High Darling Road - Approx 140m from Silver City Hwy 
• Milkengay Road - Approx 140m from Nob Rd 
• Nob Road - 1.9km from Polia Rd 
• Nob Road - Approx 1km west of Ginko-Nob Rd Nth int 
• Nob Road - approx 4.5km from High Darling Rd 
• Nob Road - Approx 120m north of Haul Rd int 
• Nob Road - Approx 120m south from Haul Rd int 
• Old Broken Hill Road - 40m from Silver City Hwy - south end 
• Old Broken Hill Road - 120m east of 183 Dam 
• Old Broken Hill Road - Approx 100m from Silver City Hwy - north end 
• Polia Road - 9km from High Darling Road 
• Pomona Road - Approx 100m from Silver City Hwy 
• Roo Roo Road - 2nd grid from Haul Rd int 
• Silver City Highway - 230m west of Delta Rd int 
• Silver City Highway - Approx 200m east of Hospital Rd int 
• Sturt Highway - 170m north of Fayes Ln int. 

 
Projects Wentworth Aerodrome Upgrade – completion February 2021 

• Completion of Earthworks  
• Carting of Class 3 material continuing 
• Pavement construction to commence 25th October 
• Sealing and line marking scheduled to commence beginning November.  

 
Buronga Effluent Disposal System (EDS) 

• The outbound flow meter is on back order. The flow meter is used to 
record the total waste discharged from the facility. The item isn’t required 
for functionality but for Council’s monitoring purposes. 

• Additional signage to be erected early October. 
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Buronga Pump Track 
• Contractors to commence works post lockdown – pending travel 

clearances with COVID. 
 
Buronga and Gol Gol Shared Paths 

• Summer Drive section of works commenced late September and will be 
completed late October. 

 
Gol Gol School Shared Path – completion October 2021 

• Pedestrian island being installed along Tapio St near Highway 
intersection.  

• Pedestrian pre-cast island is on order. Once the item has arrived it will 
be installed – anticipated early November.  
 

Mourquong Water Main Extension - completion October 2021 
• Pipeline placement continuing. 

 
Pooncarie Hall Septic Replacement  

• Existing septic system is not functioning. 

• Proposal to provide new septic tank and absorption trench system for the 
public amenities block at the Pooncarie Hall. 

• Request for quotes being prepared for Land Capability Assessment. 

 
Streetlight LED Upgrade  

• Essential Energy have advised that November is when they will assess 
and estimate the outstanding streetlights and then allocate to their local 
crews for completion.  

• Essential Energy will provide a forecast completion date in the coming 
months.  

 
Sewerage Rationalisation Scheme - Wentworth 

• Council to review revised project schedule and timing for further works.   
 
Pink Lake Stormwater 

• Council to engage with Tonkin Consulting to assess existing and 
proposed developments in the upper Gol Gol catchment area to 
determine suitable outflow options for the Pink Lake retention basin. 

 
Wentworth Riverfront BBQ and Nature Play Area 

• Playground audit and works to be undertaken once interstate travel 
restrictions have eased.  

• Softfall to be installed post final playground works. 
• Project completion to be determined post COVID restrictions.   

 
Wentworth Showgrounds Tower & Shade Structure – completion January 
2022 

• Shade structure construction forecast to be completed by end of 
October. 

• Tower footings forecast to be completed by early November. 

• Tower construction forecast to commence in November with updated 
design. 
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Wentworth Showground Sewer Upgrade – completion December 2021 
• Tenders to be evaluated and presented to the October Council meeting 

for approval to award.  
 

Williamsville Road Upgrade  
• Concept plan for update to Williamsville Road provided to Road Safety 

Officer. 

• Road Safety Officer to consult with Caravan Park Management and 
other relevant parties regarding concept plan. 

 
Willow Bend Caravan Park Upgrade 

• Tender evaluation and assessment to be completed and presented to 
the October Council meeting for approval to award.   
 

 
 

Attachments 
1. Attachment 1 - Projects and Works Photo Update   
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10 NOTICES OF MOTIONS / QUESTIONS WITH NOTICE 
Nil  
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11 CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS – ADJOURNMENT INTO CLOSED 
SESSION 
Despite the right of members of the public to attend meetings of a council, the council 
may choose to close to the public, parts of the meeting that involve the discussion or 
receipt of certain matters as prescribed under section 10A(2) of the Local 
Government Act.  
With the exception of matters concerning particular individuals (other than councillors) 
(10A(2)(a)), matters involving the personal hardship of a resident or ratepayer 
(10A(2)(b)) or matters that would disclose a trade secret (10A(2)(d)(iii)), council must 
be satisfied that discussion of the matter in an open meeting would, on balance, be 
contrary to the public interest.   
The Act requires council to close the meeting for only so much of the discussion as is 
necessary to preserve the relevant confidentiality, privilege or security being 
protected. (section 10B(1)(a)) 
Section 10A(4) of the Act provides that a council may allow members of the public to 
make representations to or at a meeting, before any part of the meeting is closed to 
the public, as to whether that part of the meeting should be closed. 
Section 10B(4) of the Act stipulates that for the purpose of determining whether the 
discussion of a matter in an open meeting would be contrary to the public interest, it 
is irrelevant that:- 

(a)  a person may misinterpret or misunderstand the discussion, or 
(b)  the discussion of the matter may -  

(i)  cause embarrassment to the council or committee concerned, or to 
councillors or to employees of the council, or 
(ii)  cause a loss of confidence in the council or committee. 

 
Recommendation 
That Council adjourns into Closed Session, the recording of the meeting be 
suspended, and members of the press and public be excluded from the Closed 
Session, and that access to the correspondence and reports relating to the items 
considered during the course of the Closed Session be withheld unless declassified 
by separate resolution. 

This action is taken in accordance with Section 10A(2) of the Local Government Act, 
1993 as the items listed come within the following provisions:-: 

12.1 Plant Replacement - Approval of Tenders for replacement of Plant 664 
Ford Ranger & Plant 665 Ford Ranger. (RPT/21/584) 
This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section 10A(2) of the 
Local Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for 
business relating to (c) information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial 
advantage on a person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) 
business.  On balance, the public interest in preserving the confidentiality of information 
about the tender outweighs the public interest in maintaining openness and 
transparency in council decision-making because disclosure of this information would 
reveal pricing and confidential information submitted via the tender process which if 
disclosed would prevent council from achieving its 'value for money' objectives. 

12.2 Plant Replacement - Approval of Tenders for new plant item - Light 
Commercial Extra Cab 4x4 Utility. (RPT/21/585) 
This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section 10A(2) of the 
Local Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for 
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business relating to (c) information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial 
advantage on a person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) 
business.  On balance, the public interest in preserving the confidentiality of information 
about the tender outweighs the public interest in maintaining openness and 
transparency in council decision-making because disclosure of this information would 
reveal pricing and confidential information submitted via the tender process which if 
disclosed would prevent council from achieving its 'value for money' objectives. 

12.3 Plant Replacement - Approval of Tenders for replacement of Plant 345 & 
supply new Light Commercial Dual Cab 4x4 utility. (RPT/21/586) 
This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section 10A(2) of the 
Local Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for 
business relating to (c) information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial 
advantage on a person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) 
business.  On balance, the public interest in preserving the confidentiality of information 
about the tender outweighs the public interest in maintaining openness and 
transparency in council decision-making because disclosure of this information would 
reveal pricing and confidential information submitted via the tender process which if 
disclosed would prevent council from achieving its 'value for money' objectives. 

12.4 Plant Replacement - Approval of Tender for replacement of Plant 650 
Isuzu LSU. (RPT/21/587) 
This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section 10A(2) of the 
Local Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for 
business relating to (c) information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial 
advantage on a person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) 
business.  On balance, the public interest in preserving the confidentiality of information 
about the tender outweighs the public interest in maintaining openness and 
transparency in council decision-making because disclosure of this information would 
reveal pricing and confidential information submitted via the tender process which if 
disclosed would prevent council from achieving its 'value for money' objectives. 

12.5 Panel Contract - Supply of Road Construction Materials - PC2122/03. 
(RPT/21/596) 
This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section 10A(2) of the 
Local Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for 
business relating to (c) information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial 
advantage on a person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) 
business.  On balance, the public interest in preserving the confidentiality of information 
about the tender outweighs the public interest in maintaining openness and 
transparency in council decision-making because disclosure of this information would 
reveal pricing and confidential information submitted via the tender process which if 
disclosed would prevent council from achieving its 'value for money' objectives. 

12.6 Panel Contract - Hire of Construction Plant & Equipment PC2122/02. 
(RPT/21/597) 
This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section 10A(2) of the 
Local Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for 
business relating to (c) information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial 
advantage on a person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) 
business.  On balance, the public interest in preserving the confidentiality of information 
about the tender outweighs the public interest in maintaining openness and 
transparency in council decision-making because disclosure of this information would 
reveal pricing and confidential information submitted via the tender process which if 
disclosed would prevent council from achieving its 'value for money' objectives. 

12.7 Panel Contract - Supply of Building Trades, Professional & Consultation 
Services PC2122/01. (RPT/21/599) 
This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section 10A(2) of the 
Local Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for 
business relating to (c) information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial 
advantage on a person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) 
business.  On balance, the public interest in preserving the confidentiality of information 
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about the tender outweighs the public interest in maintaining openness and 
transparency in council decision-making because disclosure of this information would 
reveal pricing and confidential information submitted via the tender process which if 
disclosed would prevent council from achieving its 'value for money' objectives. 

12.8 Wentworth Shire Council Bridge Lifts and Maintenance - 12 month period 
- PT2021/09. (RPT/21/580) 
This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section 10A(2) of the 
Local Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for 
business relating to (c) information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial 
advantage on a person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) 
business.  On balance, the public interest in preserving the confidentiality of information 
about the tender outweighs the public interest in maintaining openness and 
transparency in council decision-making because disclosure of this information would 
reveal pricing and confidential information submitted via the tender process which if 
disclosed would prevent council from achieving its 'value for money' objectives. 
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12 OPEN COUNCIL - REPORT FROM CLOSED COUNCIL 

12.1 PLANT REPLACEMENT - APPROVAL OF TENDERS FOR REPLACEMENT OF 
PLANT 664 FORD RANGER & PLANT 665 FORD RANGER 

File Number: RPT/21/584 
 
Responsible Officer: Geoff Gunn - Director Roads and Engineering  
Responsible Division: Roads and Engineering  
Reporting Officer: Samantha Wall - Projects Administration  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.2 Plan for and develop the right assets and infrastructure      

REASON FOR CONFIDENTIALITY 
This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section 10A(2) of the Local 
Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for business relating to (c) 
information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a person with whom the 
Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) business.  On balance, the public interest in preserving 
the confidentiality of information about the tender outweighs the public interest in maintaining 
openness and transparency in council decision-making because disclosure of this information would 
reveal pricing and confidential information submitted via the tender process which if disclosed would 
prevent council from achieving its 'value for money' objectives.  
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12.2 PLANT REPLACEMENT - APPROVAL OF TENDERS FOR NEW PLANT ITEM - 
LIGHT COMMERCIAL EXTRA CAB 4X4 UTILITY 

File Number: RPT/21/585 
 
Responsible Officer: Geoff Gunn - Director Roads and Engineering  
Responsible Division: Roads and Engineering  
Reporting Officer: Samantha Wall - Projects Administration  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.2 Plan for and develop the right assets and infrastructure      

REASON FOR CONFIDENTIALITY 
This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section 10A(2) of the Local 
Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for business relating to (c) 
information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a person with whom the 
Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) business.  On balance, the public interest in preserving 
the confidentiality of information about the tender outweighs the public interest in maintaining 
openness and transparency in council decision-making because disclosure of this information would 
reveal pricing and confidential information submitted via the tender process which if disclosed would 
prevent council from achieving its 'value for money' objectives.  
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12.3 PLANT REPLACEMENT - APPROVAL OF TENDERS FOR REPLACEMENT OF 
PLANT 345 & SUPPLY NEW LIGHT COMMERCIAL DUAL CAB 4X4 UTILITY 

File Number: RPT/21/586 
 
Responsible Officer: Geoff Gunn - Director Roads and Engineering  
Responsible Division: Roads and Engineering  
Reporting Officer: Samantha Wall - Projects Administration  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.2 Plan for and develop the right assets and infrastructure      

REASON FOR CONFIDENTIALITY 
This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section 10A(2) of the Local 
Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for business relating to (c) 
information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a person with whom the 
Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) business.  On balance, the public interest in preserving 
the confidentiality of information about the tender outweighs the public interest in maintaining 
openness and transparency in council decision-making because disclosure of this information would 
reveal pricing and confidential information submitted via the tender process which if disclosed would 
prevent council from achieving its 'value for money' objectives.  
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12.4 PLANT REPLACEMENT - APPROVAL OF TENDER FOR REPLACEMENT OF 
PLANT 650 ISUZU LSU 

File Number: RPT/21/587 
 
Responsible Officer: Geoff Gunn - Director Roads and Engineering  
Responsible Division: Roads and Engineering  
Reporting Officer: Samantha Wall - Projects Administration  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.2 Plan for and develop the right assets and infrastructure      

REASON FOR CONFIDENTIALITY 
This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section 10A(2) of the Local 
Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for business relating to (c) 
information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a person with whom the 
Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) business.  On balance, the public interest in preserving 
the confidentiality of information about the tender outweighs the public interest in maintaining 
openness and transparency in council decision-making because disclosure of this information would 
reveal pricing and confidential information submitted via the tender process which if disclosed would 
prevent council from achieving its 'value for money' objectives.  
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12.5 PANEL CONTRACT - SUPPLY OF ROAD CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS - 
PC2122/03 

File Number: RPT/21/596 
 
Responsible Officer: Geoff Gunn - Director Roads and Engineering  
Responsible Division: Roads and Engineering  
Reporting Officer: Tarryn Kampman - Coordinator Roads & Engineering  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.2 Plan for and develop the right assets and infrastructure      

REASON FOR CONFIDENTIALITY 
This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section 10A(2) of the Local 
Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for business relating to (c) 
information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a person with whom the 
Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) business.  On balance, the public interest in preserving 
the confidentiality of information about the tender outweighs the public interest in maintaining 
openness and transparency in council decision-making because disclosure of this information would 
reveal pricing and confidential information submitted via the tender process which if disclosed would 
prevent council from achieving its 'value for money' objectives.  
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12.6 PANEL CONTRACT - HIRE OF CONSTRUCTION PLANT & EQUIPMENT 
PC2122/02 

File Number: RPT/21/597 
 
Responsible Officer: Geoff Gunn - Director Roads and Engineering  
Responsible Division: Roads and Engineering  
Reporting Officer: Tarryn Kampman - Coordinator Roads & Engineering  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.2 Plan for and develop the right assets and infrastructure      

REASON FOR CONFIDENTIALITY 
This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section 10A(2) of the Local 
Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for business relating to (c) 
information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a person with whom the 
Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) business.  On balance, the public interest in preserving 
the confidentiality of information about the tender outweighs the public interest in maintaining 
openness and transparency in council decision-making because disclosure of this information would 
reveal pricing and confidential information submitted via the tender process which if disclosed would 
prevent council from achieving its 'value for money' objectives.  
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12.7 PANEL CONTRACT - SUPPLY OF BUILDING TRADES, PROFESSIONAL & 
CONSULTATION SERVICES PC2122/01 

File Number: RPT/21/599 
 
Responsible Officer: Geoff Gunn - Director Roads and Engineering  
Responsible Division: Roads and Engineering  
Reporting Officer: Tarryn Kampman - Coordinator Roads & Engineering  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.2 Plan for and develop the right assets and infrastructure      

REASON FOR CONFIDENTIALITY 
This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section 10A(2) of the Local 
Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for business relating to (c) 
information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a person with whom the 
Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) business.  On balance, the public interest in preserving 
the confidentiality of information about the tender outweighs the public interest in maintaining 
openness and transparency in council decision-making because disclosure of this information would 
reveal pricing and confidential information submitted via the tender process which if disclosed would 
prevent council from achieving its 'value for money' objectives.  
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12.8 WENTWORTH SHIRE COUNCIL BRIDGE LIFTS AND MAINTENANCE - 12 
MONTH PERIOD - PT2021/09 

File Number: RPT/21/580 
 
Responsible Officer: Geoff Gunn - Director Roads and Engineering  
Responsible Division: Roads and Engineering  
Reporting Officer: Allan Eastmond - Manager Works  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.2 Plan for and develop the right assets and infrastructure      

REASON FOR CONFIDENTIALITY 
This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section 10A(2) of the Local 
Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for business relating to (c) 
information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a person with whom the 
Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) business.  On balance, the public interest in preserving 
the confidentiality of information about the tender outweighs the public interest in maintaining 
openness and transparency in council decision-making because disclosure of this information would 
reveal pricing and confidential information submitted via the tender process which if disclosed would 
prevent council from achieving its 'value for money' objectives.  
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13 CONCLUSION OF THE MEETING 

NEXT MEETING 
17 November 2021  
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