
 

 

 

WENTWORTH SHIRE COUNCIL 

Notice is hereby given, in accordance with the provisions of the Local Government Act 
1993 that an ORDINARY MEETING of Wentworth Shire Council will be held in the 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, WENTWORTH, AND VIA VIDEO CONFERENCING 
commencing at 10AM. 

 
KEN ROSS 
GENERAL MANAGER 

The meeting is being livestreamed and/or recorded for on-demand viewing via 
Council’s website and a person’s image and/or voice may be broadcast. 

Attendance at the meeting is to be taken as consent by a person to their image and/or 
voice being webcast. 

All speakers should refrain from making any defamatory comments or releasing 
personal information about another individual without their consent. 

Council accepts no liability for any damage that may result from defamatory comments 
made by persons attending meetings – all liability will rest with the individual who made 
the comments. 

The meeting must not be recorded by others without prior written consent of the 
Council in accordance with the Council’s code of meeting practice. 
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1 OPENING OF MEETING  

THE MAYOR REQUESTS THAT THE GENERAL MANAGER MAKES 
ANNOUNCEMENTS REGARDING THE LIVE-STREAMING OF THE MEETING. 

2 PRAYER OR ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

3 APOLOGIES AND APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE   

4 DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 

 
  

5 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES  

Recommendation 

That the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held 12 May 2021 be confirmed as 
circulated. 

 

Recommendation 

That the Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting held 26 May 2021 be confirmed as 
circulated. 
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1 OPENING OF MEETING 

The Mayor opened the meeting with a prayer at 10:02 am 

2 PRAYER AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

PRESENT: 
 
COUNCILLORS: Councillor Susan Nichols (Mayor) 

Councillor Tim Elstone (Deputy Mayor) 
Councillor Greg Evans 
Councillor Steve Heywood  
Councillor Jane MacAllister 
Councillor Don McKinnon (Video Conference) 
Councillor Bill Wheeldon OAM 

 
STAFF: Ken Ross (General Manager) 

Matthew Carlin (Director Health and Planning) 
Geoff Gunn (Director Roads and Engineering) 
Simon Rule (Director Finance and Policy) 
Gayle Marsden (Executive Assistant General Manager) 
Chloe Horne (Business Support Officer) 

3 APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

Council Resolution 

That Council notes the apology from Councillor Peter Nunan and grants the 
Leave of Absence Request from Councillor Greg Evans for 21 July 2021. 

Moved  Cr. Wheeldon, Seconded Cr. Evans 

CARRIED 

4 DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 

Councillor Bill Wheeldon declared a pecuniary interest in Item 9.8 as he is the Deputy 
Chair of Pioneer Homes. 

Councillor Jane MacAllister declared a conflict of interest in Item 9.11 as one of the 
items listed relates to a neighbour.  

5 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

Recommendation 

That the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held 14 April 2021 be confirmed as 
circulated. 

Council Resolution 

That the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held 14 April 2021 be confirmed as 
circulated. 

Moved  Cr. MacAllister, Seconded Cr. Evans 

CARRIED 
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6 OUTSTANDING MATTERS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

6.1 OUTSTANDING MATTERS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

File Number: RPT/21/255 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Chloe Horne - Business Support Officer  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       

Summary 

The Outstanding Matters report provides details of activities raised at previous Council 
meetings that remain outstanding. 
 

Officer Recommendation 

That Council notes the list of outstanding matters as at 5 May 2021.  

Council Resolution 

That Council notes the list of outstanding matters as at 5 May 2021. 

Moved  Cr. Elstone, Seconded Cr. Heywood 

CARRIED 
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7 MAYORAL AND COUNCILLOR REPORTS 

7.1 MAYORAL REPORT 

File Number: RPT/20/859   
 
 

Recommendation 

That Council notes the information contained in the Mayoral report.  

Council Resolution 

That Council notes the information contained in the Mayoral report.  

Moved  Cr. Nichols, Seconded Cr. Elstone 

CARRIED 
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8 REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES 

8.1 INTERNAL AUDIT & RISK MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

File Number: RPT/21/223 
 
Responsible Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
Responsible Division: Finance and Policy  
Reporting Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       

Summary 

A meeting of the Internal Audit & Risk Management Committee was held on 27 April 2021. 
The Minutes of the meeting are attached to this report for the information of Councillors. 

The Committee has requested that the Reporting Officer seeks resolutions of Council on the 
following: 

• Approval of the Quarterly Budget Review Statement 

• That the Mobile Food Van Policy be updated to include the following: 

o The Application Annual Fee and Renewal Application Annual Fee for the 

Mobile Vendor Permit be increased; 

o The Site per township is limited to one; 

o The approved Site within the township is distanced from current operating 

businesses; and 

o The hours of operation are extended to a maximum of 8 hours per day. 

o Once amended that the Policy be placed on public exhibition. 

• Endorse the Draft Legislative Compliance Policy 

The Committee has also requested Council notes the: 

• Strategic Risk Update; and 

• Quarterly Operational Plan Progress Report 
 

 

Officer Recommendation 

That Council: 

a) Approves the variations to the 2020/21 Operational Plan adopted at the Council 
meeting on 24 June 2020 

b) That the Mobile Food Van Policy be updated to include the following: 

a. The Application Annual Fee and Renewal Application Annual Fee for the 
Mobile Vendor Permit be increased; 

b. The Site per township is limited to one; 
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c. The approved Site within the township is distanced from current operating 
businesses; and 

d. The hours of operation are extended to a maximum of 8 hours per day. 

e. Once amended that the Policy be placed on public exhibition 

c) Endorse the Draft Legislative Compliance Policy 

d) Notes the quarterly progress report against the 2020/21 Operational Plan.  

Council Resolution 

That Council: 

a) Approves the variations to the 2020/21 Operational Plan adopted at the Council 
meeting on 24 June 2020 

b) That the Mobile Food Van Policy be updated to include the following: 

a. The Application Annual Fee and Renewal Application Annual Fee for the 
Mobile Vendor Permit be increased; 

b. The Site per township is limited to one; 

c. The approved Site within the township is distanced from current operating 
businesses; and 

d. The hours of operation are extended to a maximum of 8 hours per day. 

e. Once amended that the Policy be reported to the Internal Audit & Risk 
Management Committee for Committee endorsement. 

c) Endorse the Draft Legislative Compliance Policy 

d) Notes the quarterly progress report against the 2020/21 Operational Plan. 

Moved  Cr. Evans, Seconded Cr. Elstone 

CARRIED 
 

Councillor Jane MacAllister and Councillor Bill Wheeldon requested their vote against the 
Internal Audit & Risk Management Committee meeting minutes be recorded. 
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8.2 WILLOWBEND ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

File Number: RPT/21/234 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Chloe Horne - Business Support Officer  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       

Summary 

A meeting of the Willowbend Advisory Committee was held on 27 April 2021. The Minutes of 
the meeting are attached to this report for the information of Councillors. 

The Committee has requested that the Reporting Officer seeks resolutions of Council to 
endorse the detailed site plans to enable the project to advance to the tender stage. 
 

Officer Recommendation 

That Council endorse the detailed site plans to enable the project to advance to the tender 
stage.  

Council Resolution 

That Council endorse the detailed site plans to enable the project to advance to the tender 
stage. 

Moved  Cr. Elstone, Seconded Cr. MacAllister 

CARRIED 
 
Councillor Bill Wheeldon requested his vote against the Willowbend Advisory Committee 
meeting minutes be recorded.    
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9 REPORTS TO COUNCIL 

9.1 GENERAL MANAGER'S REPORT 

File Number: RPT/20/851 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Chloe Horne - Business Support Officer  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       

Summary 

The General Manager’s report details information pertaining to meetings attended and 
general information which are of public interest, and which have not been reported elsewhere 
in this agenda.  Items of note in this report are: 

1. OLG Circulars 

Circulars 21-03 to 21-05 

2. Meetings 

As listed 

3. Upcoming meetings or events 

As listed 

4. Other items of note 

The NSW Electoral Commission have notified Council the indicative cost for a polling 
booth at Pooncarie for the upcoming Local Government Elections is $3000.  

 

Recommendation 

That Council 

1. Notes the information contained within the report from the General Manager. 

2. Determines whether a polling booth will be funded for the Local Government 
Elections at Pooncarie. 

3. Determines whether Cr Evans attend the MDA National Conference. 

Council Resolution 

That Council 

1. Notes the information contained within the report from the General Manager. 

2. Determines a polling booth will be funded for the Local Government Elections at 
Pooncarie. 

3. Determines Cr Evans to attend the MDA National Conference. 

Moved  Cr. MacAllister, Seconded Cr. Heywood 

CARRIED 
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 9.2 2021 RIVER REFLECTIONS CONFERENCE 

File Number: RPT/21/230 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Chloe Horne - Business Support Officer  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       
 

Summary 

The 2021 River Reflections Conference will be held on 9 and 10 June 2021 in Griffith and 
virtually. The focus of the Conference will be Connecting Basin Communities, Industries and 
Ideas.  
 

Recommendation 

That Council: 

a) Determines attendees to the 2021 River Reflections Conference; and 

b) Determine if attendees will attend in person or virtually.  

Council Resolution 

That Council: 

a) Determined there will be no Council representatives attending the 2021 River 
Reflections Conference; and 

b) Write to the Murray Darling Basin Authority asking why there is an $80 charge for 
Conference registration.  

Moved  Cr. MacAllister, Seconded Cr. Wheeldon 

CARRIED 
  

Councillor Susan Nichols requested her vote against the 2021 River Reflections Conference 
non attendance be recorded. 
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9.3 MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN WENTWORTH SHIRE 
COUNCIL AND MURRAY REGIONAL TOURISM BOARD 

File Number: RPT/21/257 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Gayle Marsden - Executive Assistant  
 
Delivery Program Objective: 2.0 Wentworth is a desireable Shire to visit, live, work and 

invest 
Delivery Program Strategy: 2.1 Grow visitation to the Shire by developing a quality visitor 

experience and promoting our destination       
 

Summary 

The Murray Regional Tourism Board was formed in 2010 to establish an overarching 
organisation to contribute to the development and growth of tourism in the region. 

The current Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the Murray Regional Tourism Board 
(MRTB) expires on 14 June 2021 and it is recommended to enter into a further three year 
MOU.  Councils along the Murray and the States of Victoria and New South Wales are 
partners with the Murray Regional Tourism Board. 
 

 

Recommendation 

That Council authorises the Mayor and General Manager to sign the Memorandum of 
Understanding between Wentworth Shire Council and the Murray Regional Tourism Board 
for a period of three years.  

Council Resolution 

That Council authorises the Mayor and General Manager to sign the Memorandum of 
Understanding between Wentworth Shire Council and the Murray Regional Tourism Board 
for a period of three years. 

Moved  Cr. Elstone, Seconded Cr. MacAllister 

CARRIED 
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9.4 2021 LGNSW WATER MANAGEMENT CONFERENCE 

File Number: RPT/21/259 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Gayle Marsden - Executive Assistant  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.5 Recognise the importance of a healthy Murray-Darling River 

system       
 

Summary 

The annual Local Government NSW (LGNSW) Water Management Conference will be held 

from 7-9 July 2021 in Narrabri.  A broad range of information from a local government 

perspective on water management, issues associated with water supply and sewerage 

services provided by water utilities are presented at the conference. 

 

 

Recommendation 

That Council nominates delegates to attend the 2021 LGNSW Water Management 
Conference to be held in Narrabri from 7-9 July 2021.  

Council Resolution 

That Council nominates Councillor Greg Evans and the Director Roads & Engineering to 
attend the 2021 LGNSW Water Management Conference to be held in Narrabri from 7-9 July 
2021. 

Moved  Cr. Elstone, Seconded Cr. MacAllister 

CARRIED 
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9.5 DRAFT 2021/22 OPERATIONAL PLAN - ENDORSEMENT FOR PUBLIC 
EXHIBITION 

File Number: RPT/21/222 
 
Responsible Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
Responsible Division: Finance and Policy  
Reporting Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       

Summary  
 

Recommendation 

1) That Council adopts the draft 2021/22 Operational Plan, which incorporates the: 
a) Operational Actions and Budgets; 
b) Summary Budgeted Financial Statement; 
c) 2021/22 Annual Statement of Revenue Parts A & B; and 
d) Rating Maps. 

2) That Council ratifies the FTE level of 132.45 Full Time Equivalent Employees. 
3) That Council endorses the proposed $8,400,000 of new borrowings. 
4) That Council gives notice of its intention to adopt the following rates and annual charges, 

which are contained within the draft 2021/22 Operational Plan:  

a) To make and levy an Ordinary Rate to comprise of a base rate and an ad valorem 
rating structure for residential, business and farmland categories of rates; 

b) To increase the Ordinary Rate by the maximum 2.00% rate pegged amount 
determined by the Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal of NSW (IPART); 

c) To increase waste water access charges by 2.00%; 

d) To increase raw and filtered water access charges by 2.00%; 

e) To increase domestic waste charges by 2.00%; 

f) To not increase water consumption charges; 

g) To levy the fees and charges established in Part B of the Annual Statement of 
Revenue; and 

h) To charge the maximum interest of 6.00% on overdue rates and charges as 
determined by the Minister for Local Government. 

That Council places all draft documents on public exhibition for a period of 28 days, as 
required under the Act. 

Council Resolution 

1) That Council adopts the draft 2021/22 Operational Plan, which incorporates the: 
a) Operational Actions and Budgets; 
b) Summary Budgeted Financial Statement; 
c) 2021/22 Annual Statement of Revenue Parts A & B; and 
d) Rating Maps. 

2) That Council ratifies the FTE level of 132.45 Full Time Equivalent Employees. 
3) That Council endorses the proposed $8,400,000 of new borrowings. 
4) That Council gives notice of its intention to adopt the following rates and annual charges, 

which are contained within the draft 2021/22 Operational Plan:  
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a) To make and levy an Ordinary Rate to comprise of a base rate and an ad valorem 
rating structure for residential, business and farmland categories of rates; 

b) To increase the Ordinary Rate by the maximum 2.00% rate pegged amount 
determined by the Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal of NSW (IPART); 

c) To increase waste water access charges by 2.00%; 

d) To increase raw and filtered water access charges by 2.00%; 

e) To increase domestic waste charges by 2.00%; 

f) To not increase water consumption charges; 

g) To levy the fees and charges established in Part B of the Annual Statement of 
Revenue; and 

h) To charge the maximum interest of 5.00% on overdue rates and charges as 
determined by the Minister for Local Government. 

i)     To charge $5,000 for each water and each sewer connection servicing the new lines 
to Trentham.  

That Council places all draft documents on public exhibition for a period of 28 days, as 
required under the Act. 

Moved  Cr. MacAllister, Seconded Cr. Heywood 

CARRIED 
   

Councillor Tim Elstone, Councillor Don McKinnon and Councillor Bill Wheeldon requested 
their votes against the draft 2021/22 Operational Plan - endorsement for public exhibition be 
recorded. 
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9.6 MONTHLY INVESTMENT REPORT 

File Number: RPT/21/224 
 
Responsible Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
Responsible Division: Finance and Policy  
Reporting Officer: Hodi Beauliv - Manager Finance  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       
 

Summary 

As at 30 April 2021 Council had $20 million invested in term deposits and $10,757,257.62 in 
other cash investments. Council received $9,293.89 from its investments for the month of 
April 2021. 

In April 2021 Council investments averaged a rate of return of 0.44% and it currently has 
$6,681,129.01 of internal restrictions and $17,219014.73 of external restrictions. 
 

 

Recommendation 

That Council notes the monthly investment report. 

Council Resolution 

That Council notes the monthly investment report. 

Moved  Cr. McKinnon, Seconded Cr. Heywood 

CARRIED 

 



ORDINARY MEETING MINUTES 12 MAY 2021 

Page 19 

9.7 MONTHLY FINANCE REPORT  

File Number: RPT/21/225 
 
Responsible Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
Responsible Division: Finance and Policy  
Reporting Officer: Vanessa Lock - Finance Officer  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       
 

Summary 

Rates and Charges collections for the month of April 2021 were $477,806.46.  After allowing 
for pensioner subsidies, the total levies collected are now 78.8%.  For comparison purposes 
75.47% of the levy had been collected at the end of April 2020.  Council currently has 
$30,757,257.62 in cash and investments. 
 

 

Recommendation 

That Council notes the Monthly Finance Report.  

Council Resolution 

That Council notes the Monthly Finance Report. 

Moved  Cr. MacAllister, Seconded Cr. Evans 

CARRIED 
  

At 10:44 am Councillor Bill Wheeldon left the council chambers.
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9.8 AF003 REQUESTS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE  

File Number: RPT/21/226 
 
Responsible Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
Responsible Division: Finance and Policy  
Reporting Officer: Ricki Martin - Administration Officer Finance & Policy  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       
 

Summary 

Council has provided an allocation of $170,000.00 for the 2020/21 financial year for the 
consideration by Council, for the funding of requests from the community for financial 
assistance.  In this financial year, $99,401.00 has been granted to a variety of organisations 
through the annual fees and charges “Exemptions from the Application” process.  The total 
value of requests granted so far for this financial year totals $30,845.23. 

The total value of requests for this May 2021 funding application period totals $17,778.63, 
which if granted in full, would leave a balance in the Donations, Contributions and Grants 
fund of $21,975.14. 
 

 

Recommendation 

That Council having considered the current requests for financial assistance, makes 
appropriate recommendations on the level of funding to be provided to each of these 
applications, from the Donations, Contributions and Grants program.  

Council Resolution 

That Council grants all the requests for financial assistance to be funded from the Donations, 
Contributions and Grants program. 

Moved  Cr. MacAllister, Seconded Cr. Heywood 

CARRIED 
  

At 10:47 am Councillor Bill Wheeldon returned to the council chambers.
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9.9 DETERMINATION OF COUNCILLOR REMUNERATION FOR 2021/2022 

File Number: RPT/21/229 
 
Responsible Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
Responsible Division: Finance and Policy  
Reporting Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       

Summary 
 

Recommendation 

That Council sets the level of fees to be paid to the Councillors and Mayor in accordance 
with the schedule of fees determined by the Local Government Remuneration Tribunal. 

Council Resolution 

That Council sets the level of fees to be paid to the Councillors and Mayor to the maximum 
fee allowable in accordance with the schedule of fees determined by the Local Government 
Remuneration Tribunal. 

Moved  Cr. MacAllister, Seconded Cr. Heywood 

CARRIED 
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9.10 LICENCE AGREEMENT TO OCCUPY, SECURE AND MAINTAIN 
PORTION OF ALICE STREET WENTWORTH 

File Number: RPT/21/239 
 
Responsible Officer: Matthew Carlin - Director Health and Planning  
Responsible Division: Health and Planning  
Reporting Officer: Matthew Carlin - Director Health and Planning  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.5 Recognise the importance of a healthy Murray-Darling River 

system       

Summary 

An application for a licence agreement has been received by Council to occupy a portion of 
the Alice Street road reserve in Wentworth. 

The portion of land they wish to have a licence over is approximately 1590m2 and is situated 
on Alice Street adjacent to the residence of the applicant being 62 Cadell Street Lot 1 DP 
860635 Wentworth. 

 
 

Recommendation 

That Council approves the application to occupy a portion of the Alice Street road reserve in 
Wentworth subject to conditions 

Council Resolution 

That Council refuses the application to occupy a portion of the Alice Street road reserve in 
Wentworth. 

Moved  Cr. Heywood, Seconded Cr. MacAllister 

CARRIED 
  
At 10:53 am Councillor Jane MacAllister left the Council Chambers. 
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9.11 DELEGATED AUTHORITY APPROVALS AS AT END OF APRIL 2021 

File Number: RPT/21/240 
 
Responsible Officer: Matthew Carlin - Director Health and Planning  
Responsible Division: Health and Planning  
Reporting Officer: Kerrie Copley - Administration Officer  
 
Objective: 1.0 Wentworth is a vibrant, growing and thriving Shire 
Strategy: 1.1 Grow the potential for business and industry to develop and 

expand       

Summary 

For the month of April 2021, a total of six Development Applications and six S4.55 
Modification Applications were determined under delegated authority by the Director Health 
and Planning.     

The estimated value of the determined developments was $436,627.00.  This brings the year 
to date total to 36 Development Applications and fourteen S4.55 Applications approved, with 
an estimated development value of $8,416,075.00. 

 
 

Recommendation 

a) That Council receives and notes the report for the month of April 2021. 

b) That Council publicly notifies, for the purposes of Schedule 1 Division 4 Section 20 (2) of 
the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979, the applications as listed in the 
attachment on the Wentworth Shire Council website. 

c) That a division be called in accordance with S375A of the Local Government Act 1993 
(NSW).  

Council Resolution 

a) That Council receives and notes the report for the month of April 2021. 

b) That Council publicly notifies, for the purposes of Schedule 1 Division 4 Section 20 (2) of 
the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979, the applications as listed in the 
attachment on the Wentworth Shire Council website. 

c) That a division be called in accordance with S375A of the Local Government Act 1993 
(NSW). 

Moved  Cr. Elstone, Seconded Cr. Evans 

CARRIED 
 

In accordance with Section 375A of the Local Government Act the Mayor called for a 
division. 

For the Motion : Clr.s Elstone, Evans, Heywood, McKinnon, Nichols and 
Wheeldon. 

Against the Motion:  Nil. 

 
At 10:53 am Councillor Jane MacAllister returned to the Council Chambers. 
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9.12 PROJECTS AND WORKS REPORT UPDATE - MAY 2021 

File Number: RPT/21/232 
 
Responsible Officer: Geoff Gunn - Director Roads and Engineering  
Responsible Division: Roads and Engineering  
Reporting Officer: Tarryn Kampman - Coordinator Roads & Engineering  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.2 Plan for and develop the right assets and infrastructure       

Summary 

This report provides a summary of the projects and major works undertaken by the Roads 
and Engineering Department which have been completed during the month of April 2021.  

 

Recommendation 

That Council notes the major works undertaken for April and the scheduled works for May 
2021.  

Council Resolution 

That Council notes the major works undertaken for April and the scheduled works for May 
2021. 

Moved  Cr. MacAllister, Seconded Cr. Evans 

CARRIED 
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10 NOTICES OF MOTIONS / QUESTIONS WITH NOTICE 

 

Motion 

That Council write to the NSW Environment Minister urging him not to provide concurrence 
to the Water Sharing Plans which contain Floodplain Harvesting rules.  

Council Resolution 

That Council write to the NSW Environment Minister urging him not to provide concurrence 
to the Water Sharing Plans which contain Floodplain Harvesting rules.  

Moved  Cr. MacAllister, Seconded Cr. Heywood 

CARRIED 
 

Motion 

That Council, upon receival and distribution of the budgetary report for Willowbend Caravan 
Park from Mick Hawtin Engineering & Architectural Services, an Extraordinary Council 
Meeting be scheduled prior to the June Ordinary Council Meeting. The purpose of the 
Extraordinary Council Meeting will be to discuss how Willowbend Caravan Park works will be 
carried out, and to seek an update on the: 

• Wentworth Bowling Club Bowling Green works; 

• Murray Street works; and 

• Wentworth Long Day Care works.  

Council Resolution 

That Council, upon receival and distribution of the budgetary report for Willowbend Caravan 
Park from Mick Hawtin Engineering & Architectural Services, an Extraordinary Council 
Meeting be scheduled prior to the June Ordinary Council Meeting. The purpose of the 
Extraordinary Council Meeting will be to discuss how Willowbend Caravan Park works will be 
carried out, and to seek an update on the: 

• Wentworth Bowling Club Bowling Green works; 

• Murray Street works; and 

• Wentworth Long Day Care works.  

Moved  Cr. Elstone, Seconded Cr. Wheeldon 

CARRIED 
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11 CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS – ADJOURNMENT INTO CLOSED 
SESSION 

Despite the right of members of the public to attend meetings of a council, the council 
may choose to close to the public, parts of the meeting that involve the discussion or 
receipt of certain matters as prescribed under section 10A(2) of the Local 
Government Act.  

With the exception of matters concerning particular individuals (other than councillors) 
(10A(2)(a)), matters involving the personal hardship of a resident or ratepayer 
(10A(2)(b)) or matters that would disclose a trade secret (10A(2)(d)(iii)), council must 
be satisfied that discussion of the matter in an open meeting would, on balance, be 
contrary to the public interest.   

The Act requires council to close the meeting for only so much of the discussion as is 
necessary to preserve the relevant confidentiality, privilege or security being 
protected. (section 10B(1)(a)) 

Section 10A(4) of the Act provides that a council may allow members of the public to 
make representations to or at a meeting, before any part of the meeting is closed to 
the public, as to whether that part of the meeting should be closed. 

Section 10B(4) of the Act stipulates that for the purpose of determining whether the 
discussion of a matter in an open meeting would be contrary to the public interest, it 
is irrelevant that:- 

(a)  a person may misinterpret or misunderstand the discussion, or 

(b)  the discussion of the matter may -  

(i)  cause embarrassment to the council or committee concerned, or to 
councillors or to employees of the council, or 

(ii)  cause a loss of confidence in the council or committee. 

 

Recommendation 

That Council adjourns into Closed Session, the recording of the meeting be 
suspended, and members of the press and public be excluded from the Closed 
Session, and that access to the correspondence and reports relating to the items 
considered during the course of the Closed Session be withheld unless declassified 
by separate resolution. 

This action is taken in accordance with Section 10A(2) of the Local Government Act, 
1993 as the items listed come within the following provisions:-: 

12.1 High Darling Road Reconstruction Works PT2021/07. (RPT/21/237) 

This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section 10A(2) of the 
Local Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for 
business relating to (c) information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial 
advantage on a person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) 
business.  On balance, the public interest in preserving the confidentiality of information 
about the tender outweighs the public interest in maintaining openness and 
transparency in council decision-making because disclosure of this information would 
reveal pricing and confidential information submitted via the tender process which if 
disclosed would prevent council from achieving its 'value for money' objectives. 

12.2 Milpara Road Reconstruction Works PT2021/08. (RPT/21/238) 

This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section 10A(2) of the 
Local Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for 
business relating to (c) information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial 
advantage on a person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) 
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business.  On balance, the public interest in preserving the confidentiality of information 
about the tender outweighs the public interest in maintaining openness and 
transparency in council decision-making because disclosure of this information would 
reveal pricing and confidential information submitted via the tender process which if 
disclosed would prevent council from achieving its 'value for money' objectives. 

Council Resolution 

That Council adjourns into Closed Session, the recording of the meeting be 
suspended, and members of the press and public be excluded from the Closed 
Session, and that access to the correspondence and reports relating to the items 
considered during the course of the Closed Session be withheld unless declassified 
by separate resolution. 

Moved  Cr. MacAllister, Seconded Cr. Elstone 

CARRIED 

 

Council moved into closed session at 11:13 am 
 

Council resumed into open session at 11:19 am 
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12 OPEN COUNCIL - REPORT FROM CLOSED COUNCIL 

12.1 HIGH DARLING ROAD RECONSTRUCTION WORKS PT2021/07 

File Number: RPT/21/237 
 
Responsible Officer: Geoff Gunn - Director Roads and Engineering  
Responsible Division: Roads and Engineering  
Reporting Officer: Allan Eastmond - Manager Works 

Tarryn Kampman - Coordinator Roads & Engineering  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.2 Plan for and develop the right assets and infrastructure      

REASON FOR CONFIDENTIALITY 

This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section 10A(2) of the Local 
Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for business relating to (c) 
information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a person with whom the 
Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) business.  On balance, the public interest in preserving 
the confidentiality of information about the tender outweighs the public interest in maintaining 
openness and transparency in council decision-making because disclosure of this information would 
reveal pricing and confidential information submitted via the tender process which if disclosed would 
prevent council from achieving its 'value for money' objectives.  
  
The General Manager advised that Council: 

a) In accordance with the provisions of the Local Government (General) Regulation 

2005, Section 178(1)(a) accepted the tender from Bott Civil Pty Ltd to carry out the 

reconstruction works on High Darling Road for contract PT2021/07, in the amount of 

$531.400.40 including GST; and  

b) Authorises the Mayor and General Manager to sign the contract documentation and 

affix the council seal. 
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12.2 MILPARA ROAD RECONSTRUCTION WORKS PT2021/08 

File Number: RPT/21/238 
 
Responsible Officer: Geoff Gunn - Director Roads and Engineering  
Responsible Division: Roads and Engineering  
Reporting Officer: Allan Eastmond - Manager Works 

Tarryn Kampman - Coordinator Roads & Engineering  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.2 Plan for and develop the right assets and infrastructure      

REASON FOR CONFIDENTIALITY 

This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section 10A(2) of the Local 
Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for business relating to (c) 
information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a person with whom the 
Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) business.  On balance, the public interest in preserving 
the confidentiality of information about the tender outweighs the public interest in maintaining 
openness and transparency in council decision-making because disclosure of this information would 
reveal pricing and confidential information submitted via the tender process which if disclosed would 
prevent council from achieving its 'value for money' objectives.  
     
The General Manager advised that Council: 

a) In accordance with the provisions of the Local Government (General) Regulation 

2005, Section 178(1)(a) accepted the tender from Bott Civil Pty Ltd to carry out the 

reconstruction works on Milpara Road for contract PT2021/08, in the amount of 

$512,762.60 including GST; and  

b) Authorises the Mayor and General Manager to sign the contract documentation and 

affix the council seal. 
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13 CONCLUSION OF THE MEETING  

The Mayor closed the meeting at 11:21 am 

NEXT MEETING  

 30 June 2021  
 
 
 

 
…………………………… 
CHAIR  
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1 OPENING OF MEETING 

The Mayor opened the meeting with a prayer at 10:00AM 

2 PRAYER AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

PRESENT: 
 
COUNCILLORS: Councillor Susan Nichols (Mayor) 

Councillor Tim Elstone (Deputy Mayor) 
Councillor Greg Evans 
Councillor Steve Heywood  
Councillor Jane MacAllister 
Councillor Bill Wheeldon OAM 

 
STAFF: Ken Ross (General Manager) 

Matthew Carlin (Director Health and Planning) 
Geoff Gunn (Director Roads and Engineering) 
Simon Rule (Director Finance and Policy) 
Gayle Marsden (Executive Assistant General Manager) 
Chloe Horne (Business Support Officer)  

3 APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

Council Resolution 

That Council notes the apology from Councillor Don McKinnon. 

Moved  Cr. Wheeldon, Seconded Cr. Evans 

CARRIED 

 

4 DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 
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5 REPORTS TO COUNCIL 

5.1 WILLOWBEND CARAVAN PARK WORKS 

File Number: RPT/21/305 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Chloe Horne - Business Support Officer  
 
Objective: 1.0 Wentworth is a vibrant, growing and thriving Shire 
Strategy: 1.2 Encourage and support population growth and resident attraction       

Summary 

At the Ordinary Council Meeting of 12 May 2021, it was resolved that Council schedule an Extraordinary 
Council Meeting to discuss the works at Willowbend Caravan Park after reviewing Engineering Cost 
Estimates for Stage 1 and Stage 2 works from MH2 Engineering & Architectural Services.  

Recommendation 

That Council adjourns into Closed Session, the recording of the meeting be suspended, and 
members of the press and public be excluded from the Closed Session, and that access to 
the correspondence and reports relating to the items considered during the course of the 
Closed Session be withheld unless declassified by separate resolution. 

This action is taken in accordance with Section 10A(2) of the Local Government Act, 1993 
as the items listed come within the following provisions:-: 

5.1 Willowbend Caravan Park Works 

This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section 10A(2) of the Local 
Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for business 
relating to (a) personnel matters concerning particular individuals (other than councillors). 

Council Resolution 

That Council adjourns into Closed Session, the recording of the meeting be suspended, and 
members of the press and public be excluded from the Closed Session, and that access to 
the correspondence and reports relating to the items considered during the course of the 
Closed Session be withheld unless declassified by separate resolution. 

Moved  Cr. Wheeldon, Seconded Cr. Elstone 

CARRIED 

Council moved into closed session at 10:04am 

Council reconvened into open session at 11:18am 
 

Open Council - Report from Closed Council 

The General Manager advised that Council resolved to close willowbend caravan park during 
stage 1 and stage 2 works and procure through an open tender process the redevelopment work 
with commencement of works being 1 February 2022 subject to confirmation of the extension of 
the Crown Land grant.
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5.2 PROJECT UPDATES 

File Number: RPT/21/307 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Chloe Horne - Business Support Officer  
 
Objective: 1.0 Wentworth is a vibrant, growing and thriving Shire 
Strategy: 1.1 Grow the potential for business and industry to develop and expand       

Summary 

At the Ordinary Council Meeting of 12 May 2021, it was resolved that Council schedule an Extraordinary 
Council Meeting to receive project updates as an additional item to the works at Willowbend Caravan 
Park.  

Council nominated to receive an update on the following three projects: 

• Wentworth Bowling Club Bowling Green; 

• Murray Street; and 

• Wentworth Long Day Care. 

Council staff will provide a verbal update to Council with a written report to be included within the 
Minutes of this meeting. 

Recommendation 

That Council note the verbal project updates provided. 

Council Resolution 

That Council note the verbal project updates provided. 

Moved  Cr. MacAllister, Seconded Cr. Evans 

CARRIED 
 

Recommendation 

That Council adjourns into Closed Session, the recording of the meeting be suspended, and 
members of the press and public be excluded from the Closed Session, and that access to the 
correspondence and reports relating to the items considered during the course of the Closed 
Session be withheld unless declassified by separate resolution. 

This action is taken in accordance with Section 10A(2) of the Local Government Act, 1993 as the 
items listed come within the following provisions:-: 

5.2 Project Updates 

This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section 10A(2) of the Local Government 
Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for business relating to (a) personnel 
matters concerning particular individuals (other than councillors). 

Council Resolution 

That Council adjourns into Closed Session, the recording of the meeting be suspended, and 
members of the press and public be excluded from the Closed Session, and that access to the 
correspondence and reports relating to the items considered during the course of the Closed 
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Session be withheld unless declassified by separate resolution. 

Moved  Cr. Wheeldon, Seconded Cr. Elstone 

CARRIED 

 
Council moved into closed session at 11:20am 
 
Council reconvened into open session at 12:15pm 
 

 
Open Council - Report from Closed Council 

The General Manager advised that Council resolved to  

a) Go to tender to procure services to complete the Wentworth Bowling Club Bowling Green as 
soon as possible. 

b) That the internal Grant Support fund be increased to $1.2M for the 2021/22 budget financial year. 

 

Council noted verbal reports relating to the Murray Street development and the Wentworth Preschool 
Long Day Care Centre.
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6       CONCLUSION OF THE MEETING  

Meeting closed at 12:17 pm 

NEXT MEETING  

 30 June 2021  
 
 
 

 
…………………………… 
CHAIR  
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6 OUTSTANDING MATTERS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

6.1 OUTSTANDING MATTERS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

File Number: RPT/21/337 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Chloe Horne - Business Support Officer  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       

Summary 

The Outstanding Matters report provides details of activities raised at previous Council 
meetings that remain outstanding. 

Officer Recommendation 

That Council notes the list of outstanding matters as at 22 June 2021. 

Additional Information 

Nil 

Attachments 

1. Outstanding Action Report as at 22 June 2021⇩   



Item 6.1 - Attachment 1 Outstanding Action Report as at 22 June 2021 
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7 MAYORAL AND COUNCILLOR REPORTS 

7.1 MAYORAL REPORT 

File Number: RPT/20/860   
 

Summary 

The purpose of this report is to advise Council of meetings, conferences and appointments 
undertaken by Mayor Nichols for the period of 3 May 2021 – 18 June 2021. 
 

Recommendation 

That Council notes the information contained in the Mayoral report. 
 

Report 

The following table lists the meetings attended by Mayor Nichols for the period of 3 May 
2021 – 18 June 2021. 

Date Meeting Location 

4 May 2021 Mayoral Meeting Wentworth 

4 May 2021 Rural Aid Inc. Introduction Video Conference 

4 May 2021 
Murray Darling Basin Authority Menindee Lakes 
Webinar Update 

Video Conference 

5 May 2021 Long Day Care Meeting Wentworth 

6 May 2021 
Wentworth Court Services Meeting with the 
Department of Communities and Justice 

Wentworth  

10 May 2021 Wentworth Regional Tourism Inc Meeting Dareton 

11 May 2021 Mayoral Meeting Wentworth 

11 May 2021 
Wentworth Shire Council Meet & Greet with 
Mildura Rural City Council and NSW and 
Victorian Cross Border Commissioners 

Mourquong  

12 May 2021 Pre-Meeting Ordinary Council Meeting Wentworth  

12 May 2021 Ordinary Council Meeting Wentworth 

12 May 2021 Local Traffic Committee Site Tour Wentworth Shire 

13 May 2021 Rotary Caravan Club Welcome Morning Tea  Wentworth 

14 May 2021 
Ribbon Cutting for the Turning on of Gol Gol’s 
Mobile Tower 

Gol Gol 

17-19 May 2021 
Murray Darling Association 77th National 
Conference 

Wentworth 

17 May 2021 Meeting with The Hon Sussan Ley MP Wentworth  

17 May 2021 
Dinner with Murray Darling Basin Authority Chair, 
Sir Angus Houston 

Mildura  

19 May 2021 Filming for Wentworth Production Wentworth 

20 May 2021 
Wentworth Regional Community Project 
Association Committee Meeting 

Wentworth 

24 May 2021 Willowbend Caravan Park Discussion with Park Wentworth 
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Managers 

25 May 2021 Mayoral Meeting Wentworth 

26 May 2021 Extraordinary Council Meeting Wentworth 

26 May 2021 Attendance at Student Weaving with Claire Bates Wentworth 

31 May 2021 
Crown Land Site Tour with NSW Crown Land 
Commissioner and Deputy Secretary Crown 
Lands 

Wentworth Shire 

1 June 2021 Mayoral Meeting Wentworth 

2 June 2021 
Community Recognition of Local Achievements 
with Helen Dalton MP 

Mourquong  

4 June 2021 
Civic Centre Tour with Regional Development 
Australia Murray Chair, Mary Hoodless 

Wentworth 

7 June 2021 Wentworth Regional Tourism Inc. Meeting Dareton 

8 June 2021 Mayoral Meeting Wentworth 

8 June 2021 
Meeting with Willowbend Caravan Park 
Permanent Residents 

Wentworth 

15 June 2021 Mayoral Meeting Wentworth 

15 June 2021 
Wentworth District Community Medical Centre 
Update 

Wentworth 

 

Attachments 

Nil   
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8 REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES 

Nil  
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9 REPORTS TO COUNCIL 

9.1 GENERAL MANAGER'S REPORT 

File Number: RPT/20/852 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Chloe Horne - Business Support Officer  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       

Summary 

The General Manager’s report details information pertaining to meetings attended and 
general information which are of public interest, and which have not been reported elsewhere 
in this agenda.  Items of note in this report are: 

1. OLG Circulars 

Circulars 21-06 to 21-12, including Circular GC-150 

2. Meetings 

As listed 

3. Upcoming meetings or events 

As listed 

4. Other items of note 

Recommendation 

That Council notes the information contained within the report from the General Manager. 

Detailed Report 

1. OLG Circulars 

1.1 Circular 21-06 

Determination of the Local Government Remuneration Tribunal  

• Sections 248 and 249 of the Act require Councils to fix and pay an annual fee to 
Councillors and Mayors from 1 July 2021 based on the Tribunal’s determination for 
the 2021-22 financial year.  

 
1.2 Circular 21-07 

Commencement of Local Government Amendment Act 2021 

• Councillors, General Managers and Staff should familiarise themselves with the key 
reforms in the Amendment Act, with a particular focus on those changes that came 
into effect on commencement. 

• Councils created by the merger in 2016 that have yet to harmonise their rating 
structures have more flexible options for their rating structures, including the option to 
harmonsie rates gradually over up to eight years.  
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1.3 Circular 21-08 

The Development of Template Social Media and Councillor/Staff Interaction Policies – 
Initial Consultation  

• OLG is inviting submissions from Councils and other stakeholders on the consultation 
drafts of the Model Social Media Policy and Model Councillor Staff Interaction Policy.  

• OLG is also seeking the following from Councils to assist in the development of the 
Model Media Policy: 

o Copies of or links to Councils’ Media Policies; and 

o Suggestions on what issues and behaviours should be addressed in the Model 

Media Policy.  

 
1.4 Circular 21-09 

Crown Lands – Plans of Management – Funding Extension  

• The CLM Regulation 2021 provides an exemption for Councils from the requirement 
to adopt PoMs by 1 July 2021.  

• Councils that received grants under OLG Funding Agreements will be able to utilise 
the funding for a further two years, up until 1 July 2023 for the purpose of developing 
new PoMs.  

• Your Council will receive a letter from OLG confirming this extension.  

 
1.5 Circular GC-150 

2021-22 Financial Assistance Grants (FAGs) – Advance Payment  

• The advance payment amount, as set out in the attached schedule, was paid to 
Councils on 8 June 2021. 

• The balance of the grants will be paid with a corresponding reduction to the quarterly 
instalments during 2021-22. 

• The first quarterly instalment is expected to be paid to Councils in mid-August 2021, 
with subsequent instalments in November 2021, February 2022 and May 2022. 

• All Councils will be advised by letter of individual Councils estimated entitlements for 
2021-22 FAGs.  

 
1.6 Circular 21-10 

Guidelines for Designated Rehoming Organisations under Section 88B of the Companion 
Animal Act 1998 

• Councils are encouraged to acquaint themselves with the new Guidelines, particularly 
in regard to the application process, which involves Council input, and the registration 
and permit related concessions.  

• Councils should refer to the list of designated rehoming organisations on OLG’s 
website before releasing a companion animal to such an organisation where a 
registration fee exemption is sought.  

• Only those organisations on the list are entitled to concessions in regard to the 
registration and permit requirements of the legislation.  

 
1.7 Circular 21-11 
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Preparation of Non-Residential Rolls 

• The Act provides that all non-resident owners, occupiers and ratepaying lessees of 
rateable land in an area are eligible to vote in Local Government elections.  

• In preparing the non-residential rolls, the General Manager must: 

o Include the names of all persons who have previously applied for enrolment; and 

o Check that those persons continue to be eligible to be enrolled.  

• 40 days prior to election day, Councils’ General Managers are required to finalise the 
non-residential rolls: 

o For elections administered by a provider other than the NSW Electoral 

Commissioner, the General Manager is to confirm the non-residential rolls; and 

o For elections administered by the Electoral Commissioner, the Commissioner is 

to confirm the roll after being certified by the General Manager.  

 
1.8 Circular 21-12  

“Electoral Matter” and Use of Council Resources Prior to Local Government Elections 

• Council officials must use Council resources lawfully, ethically, effectively and 
carefully keeping in mind the Council’s Code of Conduct and other policies such as 
the policy on the payment of expenses and the provision of facilities to Mayors and 
Councillors.  

• “Electoral Matter” is defined under clause 356A of the Local Government (General) 
Regulation 2005, and broadly includes any matter that is intended or likely to affect 
voting in an election. The name, photograph and likeness of a candidate fall within the 
definition of “Electoral Matter”. 

• Council publications that promote the achievements of the Council may also 
potentially fall within the definition of “Electoral Matter”. 

 
1.9 Circular 21-13 

Review of General Manager and Senior Staff Remuneration 

• Submissions on the consultation paper may be made by email to 
olg@olg.nsw.gov.au.  

• Submissions should be labelled ‘Review of General Manager and Senior Staff 
Remuneration’ and marked to the attention of OLG’s Council Governance Team.  

• Submissions should be made before 9 August 2021. 

 
2. Meetings  

Following is a list of meetings or events attended by the General Manager for the period of 
3 May 2021 – 18 June 2021. 

Date Meeting Location 

4 May 2021 
Far West Joint Organisation General 
Manager’s Meeting 

Video Conference 

4 May 2021 Mayoral Meeting Wentworth 

4 May 2021 Rural Aid Inc. Introduction Video Conference 

4 May 2021 
Murray Darling Basin Authority Menindee 
Lakes Webinar Update 

Video Conference 

mailto:olg@olg.nsw.gov.au
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5 May 2021 
Wentworth Riverfront Mooring Upgrade Onsite 
Meeting 

Wentworth 

6 May 2021 
Wentworth Court Services Meeting with the 
Department of Communities and Justice 

Wentworth  

10 May 2021 
Coomealla Health Aboriginal Corporation 
Update 

Wentworth 

11 May 2021 Mayoral Meeting Wentworth 

11 May 2021 
Wentworth Shire Council Meet & Greet with 
Mildura Rural City Council and NSW and 
Victorian Cross Border Commissioners 

Mourquong  

12 May 2021 Pre-Meeting Ordinary Council Meeting Wentworth  

12 May 2021 Ordinary Council Meeting Wentworth 

12 May 2021 
Local Emergency Management Committee 
Meeting 

Buronga 

17-19 May 2021 
Murray Darling Association 77th National 
Conference 

Wentworth 

17 May 2021 Meeting with The Hon Sussan Ley MP Wentworth  

17 May 2021 
Dinner with Murray Darling Basin Authority 
Chair, Sir Angus Houston 

Mildura  

19 May 2021 
Filming for Wentworth Production -
Collaborative Care Project 

Wentworth 

20 May 2021 
Wentworth Film Production Interview – 
Collaborative Care Project 

Wentworth 

24 May 2021 
Willowbend Caravan Park Discussion with 
Park Managers 

Wentworth 

25 May 2021 Mayoral Meeting Wentworth 

25 May 2021 
Regional Emergency Management Committee 
Meeting 

Dareton 

25 May 2021 
Curlwaa Fruitgrowers and Progress 
Association Inc. Annual General Meeting 

Curlwaa  

26 May 2021 
Staff Consultative and Workplace Health & 
Safety Committee Meeting 

Wentworth 

26 May 2021 Extraordinary Council Meeting Wentworth 

26 May 2021 
Attendance at Student Weaving with Claire 
Bates 

Wentworth 

26 May 2021 
Civic Centre Community Consultation Interview 
with Sunraysia Daily  

Wentworth 

27 May 2021 Victorian Lockdown Meeting Video Conference 

28 May 2021 NSW Cross Border Briefing  Video Conference 

28 May 2021 
Far West Joint Organisation General Manger’s 
Meeting 

Video Conference 

31 May 2021 
Crown Land Site Tour with NSW Crown Land 
Commissioner and Deputy Secretary Crown 
Lands 

Wentworth Shire 
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1 June 2021 Mayoral Meeting Wentworth 

2 June 2021 
Lower Darling Fishways Project Working 
Group Meeting 

Video Conference  

2 June 2021 Meeting with Far West Local Health District Video Conference 

2 June 2021 
Community Recognition of Local 
Achievements with Helen Dalton MP 

Mourquong  

3 June 2021 
Western Regional Water Strategy and Western 
Weirs Update 

Video Conference  

3 June 2021 Pre-Election Forum for General Managers Video Conference 

4 June 2021 Landfill Discussion with Tonkin Buronga 

4 June 2021 
Civic Centre Tour with Regional Development 
Australia Murray Chair, Mary Hoodless 

Wentworth 

7 June 2021 
Meeting with The Hon Sussan Ley MP and 
Great Murray Darling Junction Interpretative 
Facility Inc.  

Wentworth  

8 June 2021 Mayoral Meeting Wentworth 

8 June 2021 
Meeting with Willowbend Caravan Park 
Permanent Residents 

Wentworth 

10 June 2021 
Cross Border Collaborative Care Project 
Discussion 

Wentworth 

10 June 2021 Pre-Election Forum for General Managers Video Conference 

11 June 2021 
Far West Joint Organisation Draft Budget 
Review 

Video Conference 

15 June 2021 Mayoral Meeting Wentworth 

15 June 2021 
Wentworth District Community Medical Centre 
Update 

Wentworth 

3. Events  

Following is a list of upcoming events, conferences or committee meetings, including out 
of region meetings where the Shire has been requested to attend in an official capacity.  

Date Meeting Proposed Attendees Location 

1 July 2021 Community Safety 
Precinct Committee 
Meeting  

General Manager Buronga 

5 July 2021 Wentworth Regional 
Tourism. Inc Meeting 

Mayor Dareton 

6 July 2021 Mayoral Meeting Mayor, Deputy Mayor 
& General Manger 

Wentworth 

7 July 2021 Staff Consultative and 
Workplace Health & 
Safety Meeting 

General Manager Wentworth 

7 July 2021 Update from Broken Hill 
University Department of 
Rural Health Executives 

General Manager Wentworth 

4. Other items of note 
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Nil 
 

Attachments 

1. OLG Circular 21-06⇩  

2. OLG Circular 21-07⇩  

3. OLG Circular 21-08⇩  

4. OLG Circular 21-09⇩  

5. OLG Circular GC-150⇩  

6. OLG Circular 21-10⇩  

7. OLG Circular 21-11⇩  

8. OLG Circular 21-12⇩  

9. OLG Circular 21-13⇩   
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9.2 RESOURCES FOR REGIONS FUNDING ROUND 8 

File Number: RPT/21/349 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
 
Objective: 2.0 Wentworth is a desirable Shire to visit, live, work and invest 
Strategy: 2.5 Maintain/create desirable open spaces and recreation 

facilities       

Summary 

In May 2021, Wentworth Shire Council received notification from the NSW Government 
advising of an additional funding allocation of $2,051,429 under the Resources for Regions 
Round 8 funding stream.  

Council is required to identify and submit eligible projects to the Department of Regional 
NSW for consideration.  

Recommendation 

That Council endorse the following projects under Resources for Regions Round 8 funding 
and that applications be submitted for: 

a) Council Reserve Upgrades $ 972,435 ex GST 

b) Dareton Men’s Shed $378,994 ex GST 

c) Solar for Civic Centre $700,000 ex GST 
 

Detailed Report 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to advise Council of an additional funding allocation under the 
NSW Government Resources for Regions Round 8 and seek endorsement of potential 
projects.  

Background 

An audit of “wish list” projects has been undertaken and consideration has also been given to 
current projects that require additional funding to complete.  

It is envisaged that a (4) to six (6) week assessment period will apply to all applications with 
no work to commence prior to approval. 

Identified Projects 

Council Reserve Upgrades 
Upgrades to Council Reserves will include 
George Gordon Oval Sealing - $272,435 
This will see a formalised sealed car park and road around the 
northern section of the George Gordon Sporting Complex second 
oval.  Currently the netball courts are impacted with dirt blowing over 
them and the parking is an unsealed area of land.  With a small 
amount of rain these areas become inaccessible and cause issues 
with ruts and become unusable.  The installation of the road and 
sealed car park would alleviate these issues. 
Buronga Riverfront Toilet Block - $300,000 

$972,435                   
ex GST 
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The installation of a toilet block within close proximity to the recently 
installed nature play area at the Buronga Riverfront would allow 
families to more readily utilise the facilities.  The closest toilets are at 
a private caravan park and the next closest public toilets are over a 
1500m walk to the Buronga Wetlands.  The aim is to have toilets in 
close proximity to both the existing new nature play area and the 
soon to be constructed pump track. 
James King Park Pontoon, stairs and pathway - $200,000 
A section of riverbank will be reconstructed to replace the failing 
retaining wall, steps and pathway.  A pontoon landing will also be 
installed to assist in boat launching and recreation activities on the 
waterfront. 
Great Murray Darling Junction Reserve pathway 
commencement - $200,000 
Commencement of a pathway from the soon to be replaced Junction 
Island Bridge to the junction of the Murray and Darling rivers.  This 
initial phase will see the low lying and damp ground areas of the 
track stabilised and made solid.  This will enable the junction to be 
accessible via wheelchair upon completion of the bridge. 
 

Solar for Civic Centre 
As part of the Civic Centre redevelopment it is suspected there will 
be an increase in power consumption due to additional facilities 
being available (i.e. an extensive visitor experience via an 
interpretive centre).  To assist in combating this Council will install 
Solar power to the building.  This will assist in having a green energy 
public facility for the public to utilise and enjoy.  This will operate the 
Library, Visitor Information Centre and the Community and 
Convention Centre within the Civic Centre. 
 

$700,000                   
ex GST 

Dareton Men’s Shed  
This will assist in securing the final pieces of funding for a purpose 
built Men’s Shed Community Facility.  The total project cost is 
expected to be in excess of $1.2M. This funding is Council’s 
contribution to funding already secured and will see this community 
project commence. 
 

$378,994                         
ex GST 

TOTAL  $2,051,429                     
ex GST 

Conclusion 

Council has received an allocation of $2,051,429 under the NSW Government Resources for 
Regions Round 8 funding stream. 

As outlined in this report, Council has a number of identified projects that are eligible for this 
funding. 

Should this recommendation be endorsed by Council, it will provide an opportunity to 

• Further enhance the facilities at George Gordon Oval and allow accessibility in 
adverse conditions 

• Further enhance the Buronga Riverfront by providing a much needed Toilet Block 

• Enhance the tourist experiences at Council’s Reserves with a pontoon, stairs and a 
pathway at James King Park and commence the pathway at the Great Murray 
Darling Junction reserve  

• Provide a solar system for the Civic Centre with ongoing power savings 
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• Provide a Council contribution toward the building of a new shed for the Dareton Men 
in a Shed 

 

Attachments 

Nil 
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9.3 ESTABLISHMENT OF A REGIONAL PANEL OF CONDUCT REVIEWERS 

File Number: RPT/21/331 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Chloe Horne - Business Support Officer  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring , supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       

Summary 

At the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 7 August 2019, Council resolved to appoint 
reviewers to its Code of Conduct Review Panel for a period ending no later than 30 
September 2021. 

Section 440 of the Local Government Act 1993 (NSW) and the Local Government (General) 
Regulation 2005 requires that all Councils and Joint Organisations adopt a Code of Conduct 
which incorporates the provisions of the Model Code of Conduct (the Code). 

The Code states that Councils are required to establish a panel of Conduct Reviewers to 
inquire into alleged breaches of the Code by their Administrator, Mayor, Councillors or 
General Manager. Councils may establish their own panel, or they may enter into an 
arrangement with one or more other Councils to share a panel.  

The term of all current conduct reviewers at each individual Council will conclude on 30 June 
2021, whereby the Council must appoint a new panel for a four-year term 

Recommendation 

That Council agrees to establish a regional panel of conduct reviewers and appoint reviewers 
as selected by the Far West Joint Organisation (FWJO) through an Expression of Interest 
process. 

Detailed Report 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to seek that Council resolve to appoint a regional panel of 
conduct reviewers as selected through the FWJO, in line with the Procedures for the 
Administration of the Model Code of Conduct (the Procedures).  

Background 

Section 440 of the Local Government Act 1993 (NSW) and the Local Government (General) 
Regulation 2005 requires that all Councils and Joint Organisations adopt a Code of Conduct 
which incorporates the provisions of the Model Code of Conduct (the Code).  

The Code states that Councils are required to establish a panel of Conduct Reviewers to 
inquire into alleged breaches of the Code by their Administrator, Mayor, Councillors or 
General Manager. Councils may establish their own panel, or they may enter into an 
arrangement with one or more other Councils to share a panel.  

The term of all current conduct reviewers at each individual Council will conclude on 30 June 
2021, whereby the Council must appoint a new panel for a four-year term. 

The FWJO Board and General Managers agreed to participate in an Expression of Interest 
procurement process to acquire service providers capable of acting in this role. An identical 
process was also undertaken for the Riverina and Murray Joint Organisation (RAMJO), with 
the same submissions received for each Joint Organisation.  A review panel was formed 
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consisting of Mr Philip Stone (General Manager Edward River Council), Ms Bridgett Leopold 
(FWJO / RAMJO) and Ms Bella Thomas (FWJO / RAMJO).  

After evaluating the responses received, the FWJO proposes that Council establish a panel 
of conduct reviewers from the attached list of providers.  

Report Detail 

The review panel assessed the responses on a simple “meets / does not meet requirements” 
basis against the following five criteria:  

• Experience in and knowledge of review of Code of Conduct Matters;  

• Fee (including Hourly or Fixed Fees);  

• Ability to prepare investigation reports, final decisions and recommendations;  

• Qualifications, financial viability and capacity; and 

• Based within FWJO region.  

A total of five responses were received, two from human resources/investigation agencies 
and another three from law firms. All five responses have passed the assessment and meet 
the required criteria as being capable of assisting in Code of Conduct matters.  

Attached are details of the submissions. Pricing is provided in a separate attachment that is 
under separate cover. 

Conclusion 

Council are required to appoint reviewers to its Code of Conduct Review Panel no later than 
30 September 2021. It is recommended that Council establish a regional panel of conduct 
reviewers as selected by the FWJO through an Expression of Interest process.  

Attachments 

1. Submissions - Regional Panel of Conduct Reviewers⇩  

2. Pricing Schedules of Each Submission (Under Separate Cover)⇨   

../../RedirectToInvalidFileName.asp?FileName=OC_30062021_ATT_EXCLUDED.PDF#PAGE=4
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9.4 WENTWORTH SHOWGROUNDS USER GROUP MEETING 

File Number: RPT/21/293 
 
Responsible Officer: Geoff Gunn - Director Roads and Engineering  
Responsible Division: Roads and Engineering  
Reporting Officer: Barbara George - Administration Officer, Roads and 

Engineering  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring , supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.5 Encourage the self determination of individual townships 

and community groups       

Summary 

A meeting of the Wentworth Showgrounds User Group was held on Thursday 13 April 2021 
and the minutes of the meeting are attached to this report for the information of Councillors. 

Recommendation 

That Council notes the Minutes of the Wentworth Showgrounds User Group Meeting held on 
Thursday 13 April 2021. 

Additional Information 

A meeting of the Wentworth Showgrounds User Group was held on Thursday 13 April 2021 
at 5:00pm in the new Showgrounds Community Pavilion at the Wentworth Showgrounds. 

A COVID sign in sheet was completed by all in attendance and social distancing 
requirements were adhered to. 

Sandra Arnold, Rotary Club of Wentworth addressed the meeting asking to place a storage 
shed at the Complex.  Rotary will fully finance the shed, with power and water required. A 
copy of the plans will be forwarded to Council so that a site may be allocated. 

Council’s Property Land Tenure Officer has been advised by Crown Lands that the Rifle Club 
adjacent to the Showgrounds is not permitted to sub-let (charge a fee). Alternative 
arrangement for parking may need to be made by the Show Society and Racing Club. 

Michael Hilliard, Council’s Project Engineer addressed the meeting to discuss 
demolition/rebuilding of the Racing Tower. It is envisaged that removal will occur prior to this 
year’s Show event, however there is no guarantee that the new tower will be erected in time 
for the 2021 Cup Day Race.  

Elders have advised Council that they will demolish their old shed and rebuild on the same 
site. 

After donating bricks to rebuild the bar, the Buffon family have asked to be involved during 
construction. 

Several maintenance requests were received and have been entered into the Customer 
Request system for action. 

 

Attachments 

1. Minutes of the Wentworth Showgrounds User Group Meeting held Thursday 13 
April 2021⇩   
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9.5 ADOPTION OF THE 2021/22 OPERATIONAL PLAN 

File Number: RPT/21/313 
 
Responsible Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
Responsible Division: Finance and Policy  
Reporting Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       

Summary 

Following the presentation of the Draft 2021/22 Operational Plan to the May Ordinary Council 
Meeting, the Draft Plan was placed on public exhibition for 28 days as required under the 
Local Government Act. 

Council is now required to consider all submissions received prior to adopting the 2021/22 
Rates and Charges. This includes the following: 

• The 2021/22 Annual Statement of Revenue and the Annual Fees and Charges. 

• The making and levying of rates and charges including: 

o 2.00% increase in the Ordinary Rate for 2021/22 

o 2.00% increase in Sewer Access Charges for 2021/22 

o 2.00% increase in Water Access Charges for 2021/22 

o 2.00% increase in Domestic Waste Charges for 2021/22 

o No increase to Water Consumption Charges for 2021/22 

o Charge 5.00% interest on Overdue Rates and Charges 

 

Recommendation 

a) That Council adopts the 2021/22 Operational Plan, as amended, having considered 
submissions received. 

b) That Council resolves to increase the rate income for the 2021/22 year by the maximum 
2.00% rate pegged amount determined by the Independent Pricing and Regulatory 
Tribunal of NSW (IPART).  
 

c) That Council resolves to make and levy an ordinary rate to comprise of a base rate and 
an ad valorem rating structure for Residential, Business and Farmland categories of 
rates under Section 534, 535 & 537 of the Local Government Act 1993 for the 2020/21 
year including: 

 
FARMLAND CATEGORY 
Includes all of the lands within the Local Government Area of Wentworth categorised as 
Farmland except those parcels of rateable land sub categorised as Farmland, Dry Land 
Grazing and Farmland, Licence/Pump Site/Pipeline. 
 
Farmland 
An ordinary rate of 0.00321098 cents in the dollar on the land value of all rateable lands 
within Wentworth Shire Council categorised as Farmland, in accordance with Section 515 
of the Local Government Act 1993 be now made for the 2021/22 rating period, subject to 
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a base amount of ($510.00) for each assessment. The base amount accounts for 31.99% 
of the estimated yield for this category. The estimated yield for this rate is $1,125,711. 

 

Farmland, Dry Land Grazing 
An ordinary rate of 0.00260673 cents in the dollar on the land value of all rateable lands 
within Wentworth Shire Council categorised as Farmland, in accordance with Section 515 
of the Local Government Act 1993 be now made for the 2021/22 rating period, subject to 
a base amount of ($510.00) for each assessment. The base amount accounts for 18.32% 
of the estimated yield for this category. The estimated yield for this rate is $712,511. 
 
Farmland, Licence/Pump Site/Pipeline 
An ordinary rate of 0.03817411 cents in the dollar on the land value of all rateable lands 
within Wentworth Shire Council categorised as Farmland, sub categorised Licence/Pump 
Site/Pipeline, in accordance with Section 515 of the Local Government Act 1993 be now 
made for the 2021/22 rating period, subject to a base amount of ($95.00) for each 
assessment. The base amount accounts for 41.02% of the estimated yield for this 
category. The estimated yield for this rate is $16,676. 
 
RESIDENTIAL CATEGORY 

Wentworth  
An ordinary rate of 0.00413652 cents in the dollar on the land value of all rateable lands 

with Wentworth Shire Council categorised as Residential, sub categorised Wentworth, in 

accordance with Section 516 of the Local Government Act 1993 be now made for the 

2021/22 rating period, subject to base amount of ($240.00) for each assessment. The 

amount accounts for 46.52% of the estimated yield for this category.  The estimated yield 

for this rate is $315,741. 

Buronga 
An ordinary rate of 0.00377232 cents in the dollar on the land value of all rateable lands 

within Wentworth Shire Council categorised as Residential, sub categorised Buronga, in 

accordance with Section 516 of the Local Government Act 1993 be now made for the 

2021/22 rating period, subject to a base amount of ($260.00) for each assessment. The 

base amount accounts for 30.77% of the estimated yield for this category. The estimated 

yield for this rate is $415,785. 

Gol Gol 
An ordinary rate of 0.00403215 cents in the dollar on the land value of all rateable lands 
within Wentworth Shire Council categorised as Residential, sub categorised Gol Gol, in 
accordance with Section 516 of the Local Government Act 1993 be now made for the 
2021/22 rating period, subject to a base amount of ($260.00) for each assessment. The 
base amount accounts for 26.21% of the estimated yield for this category. The estimated 
yield for this rate is $558,469. 
 
Gol Gol East 
An ordinary rate of 0.00454088 cents in the dollar on the land value of all rateable lands 
within Wentworth Shire Council categorised as Residential, sub categorised Gol Gol 
East, in accordance with Section 516 of the Local Government Act 1993 be now made for 
the 2021/22 rating period, subject to a base amount of ($360.00) for each assessment. 
The base amount accounts for 23.34% of the estimated yield for this category. The 
estimated yield for this rate is $346,996. 
Pooncarie 
An ordinary rate of 0.01366098 cents in the dollar on the land value of all rateable lands 

with Wentworth Shire Council categorised as Residential, sub categorised Pooncarie, in 

accordance with Section 516 of the Local Government Act 1993 be now made for the 
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2021/22 rating period, subject to a base amount of ($190.00) for each assessment. The 

base amount accounts for 46.69% of the estimated yield for this category. The estimated 

yield for this rate is $21,567. 

Dareton  
An ordinary rate of 0.01611174 cents in the dollar on the land value of all rateable lands 

within Wentworth Shire Council categorised as Residential, sub categorised Dareton, in 

accordance with Section 516 of the Local Government Act 1993 be now made for the 

2021/22 rating period, subject to a base amount of ($190.00) for each assessment. The 

base amount accounts for 48.45% of the estimated yield for this category. The estimated 

yield for this rate is $78,432. 

Rural Residential 
An ordinary rate of 0.00372143 cents in the dollar on the land value of all rateable lands 

within Wentworth Shire Council categorised as Residential, sub categorised Rural, in 

accordance with Section 516 of the Local Government Act 1993 be now made for the 

2021/22 rating period, subject to a base amount of ($190.00) for each assessment. The 

base amount accounts for 26.22% of the estimated yield for this category. The estimated 

yield for this rate is $458,726. 

 
BUSINESS CATEGORY 
Includes all of the lands within the local government area of Wentworth categorised as 
Business except those parcels of rateable land sub categorised as Business, Mourquong; 
Business,Trentham Cliffs; Business, Arumpo; Business, Wentworth; Business, Pooncarie 
(including all of the lands within the locality of Pooncarie sub categorised as Business 
Pooncarie except those lands within the township of Pooncarie). 
 
Business  
An ordinary rate of 0.00691404 cents in the dollar on the land value of all rateable lands 

within Wentworth Shire Council categorised as Business, in accordance with Section 518 

of the Local Government Act 1993 be now made for the 2021/22 rating period, subject to 

a base amount of ($270.00) for each assessment. The base amount accounts for 19.92% 

of the estimated yield for this category. The estimated yield for this rate is $250,706. 

Business, Wentworth 
An ordinary rate of 0.00876770 cents in the dollar on the land value of all rateable lands 

within Wentworth Shire Council categorised as Business, sub categorised Wentworth, in 

accordance with Section 518 of the Local Government Act 1993 be now made for the 

2021/22 rating period, subject to a base amount of ($270.00) for each assessment. The 

base amount accounts for 38.98% of the estimated yield for this category. The estimated 

yield for this rate is $38,096. 

Business, Mourquong 
An ordinary rate of 0.30100685 cents in the dollar on the land value of all rateable lands 

within Wentworth Shire Council categorised as Business, sub categorised Mourquong, in 

accordance with Section 518 of the Local Government Act 1993 be now made for the 

2021/22 rating period, subject to a base amount of ($100.00) for each assessment. The 

base amount accounts for 0.12% of the estimated yield for this category. The estimated 

yield for this rate is $247,427. 

Business, Trentham Cliffs 
An ordinary rate of 0.00844384 cents in the dollar on the land value of all rateable lands 

within Wentworth Shire Council categorised as Business, sub categorised Trentham 
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Cliffs, in accordance with Section 518 of the Local Government Act 1993, be now made 

for the 2021/22 rating period, subject to a base amount of ($120.00) for each 

assessment. The base amount accounts for 4.29% of the estimated yield for this 

category. The estimated yield for this rate is $11,178. 

Business, Arumpo 
An ordinary rate of 0.06411043 cents in the dollar on the land value of all rateable lands 

within Wentworth Shire Council categorised as Business, sub categorised Arumpo, in 

accordance with Section 518 of the Local Government Act 1993 be now made for the 

2021/22 rating period, subject to a base amount of ($210.00) for each assessment. The 

base amount accounts for 1.33% of the estimated yield for this category. The estimated 

yield for this rate is $94,797. 

Business, Pooncarie 
An ordinary rate of 0.09625452 cents in the dollar on the land value of all rateable lands 

with Wentworth Shire Council categorised as Business, sub categorised Pooncarie, in 

accordance with Section 518 of the Local Government Act 1993 be now made for the 

2021/22 rating period, subject to a base amount of ($100.00) for each assessment. The 

base amount accounts for 0.02% of the estimated yield for this category. The estimated 

yield for this rate is $980,552. 

 
d) That Council resolves to make and levy fees and charges for Sewer Services for 

2020/21 year as set out in the annual statement of revenue. 
e) That Council resolves to make and levy fees and charges for Water Services for 

2020/21 year as set out in the annual statement of revenue. 
f) That Council resolves to make and levy a Domestic Waste Management charge for 

2020/21 year under Section 496 of the Local Government Act 1993 on each parcel of 
rateable land of which the service is available as set out in the annual statement of 
revenue. 

g) That Council resolves to fix the Fees and Charges schedule for 2020/21 year as set 
out in annual statement of revenue. 

h) That Council resolves to charge the 5.00% interest on overdue rates and charges 
i) That Council resolves to approve Appendix A – Bodies Granted Exemptions 

automatic fee waiver as part of the 2020/2021 Donations, Grants and Contributions 
Program as set out in the schedule of fees and charges. 

j) That Council resolves to approve Borrowings for 2020/21 of up to $8,400,000 as 
outlined in the Annual Statement of Revenue.  

Detailed Report 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to adopt the 2021/22 Operational Plan which includes the 
Statement of Council Revenue Policy and the Annual Fees and Charges. 

Background 

In accordance with the Local Government Act, Council must have an annual Operational 
Plan, adopted before the beginning of each financial year, outlining the activities to be 
undertaken in that year, as part of the Delivery Program.     

The Operational Plan includes the Statement of Council Revenue Policy, in accordance with 
the Regulations.   

The Operational Plan must be prepared as a sub-set of the Delivery Program.  It must 
directly address the actions outlined in the Delivery Program and identify projects, programs 
or activities that the council will undertake within the financial year towards addressing these 
actions.   



Ordinary Meeting AGENDA 30 June 2021 

Page 87 

The Operational Plan must include a detailed budget for the activities to be undertaken in 
that year.   

Matters under consideration 

Following the May Ordinary Council Meeting, the Draft 2021/22 Operational Plan was placed 
on public exhibition for 28 days as required by the Local Government Act 1993.  

Council is now required to consider all submissions received prior to formally resolving to 
adopt the Operational Plan, make and levy Rates and Charges, and set the schedule of Fees 
and Charges for the 2021/22 financial year. 

Each rate and charge is to be made by resolution of Council and is to be made for a 
specified year. In order for the rate or charge to be collected it must have been made by a 
resolution of Council before 1 August in the year for which the rate or charge is made. 

The making and levying of rates and charges are made in accordance with the Local 
Government Act 1993 for the 2021/22 financial year and includes the maximum rate of 
increase for the Ordinary rate which is the pegged amount of 2.00% 

Council proposes to levy an ordinary rate for the following categories and sub-categories: 
o Farmland 

o Farmland – Dry Land Grazing 

o Farmland – Licence/Pump Site/Pipeline 

o Residential – Wentworth 

o Residential – Buronga 

o Residential - Gol Gol 

o Residential - Gol Gol East 

o Residential – Pooncarie 

o Residential – Dareton 

o Residential - Rural Residential 

o Business 

o Business – Wentworth 

 
Council proposes to levy fees and charges for the following as set out in the annual 
statement of revenue: 

• Sewer Services for 2021/22 year  

• Water Services for 2021/22 year  

• A Domestic Waste Management charge for 2021/22 year under Section 496 of the 
Local Government Act 1993 on each parcel of rateable land of which the service is 
available 

• Fix the fees and charges schedule for the 2021/22 

There has been a number of changes made to the draft Operational Plan. These include the 
following: 

 

Change Impact 

Stronger Country Communities Projects 
(Wentworth Extended Day Care and 
Wentworth Rowing Club Extension) 

$192,717 reduction in Capital Expenditure 
and Capital Grants and Contributions 

Curlwaa Hall & Wentworth Showgrounds 
Community Pavilion Equipment 

$50,000 increase to Capital Expenditure 

Wentworth Sporting Complex – Bowling 
Green 

$200,000 increase to Capital Expenditure 
and Internal Capital Projects Reserve 

Fixing Local Roads – High Darling Road $ 1,031,500 reduction in Capital Expenditure 
and a $773,625 reduction in Capital Grants 
and Contributions  
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Fixing Local Roads – Little Manly Road $228,816 increase in Capital Grants and 
Contributions 

Total Impact of Changes • $737,528 reduction in Capital Grants 
and Contributions Income 

• $737,528 reduction in projected profit 

• $974,217 reduction in Capital 
Expenditure 

• $236,689 improvement in cash 
position 

 

Based on feedback from Councillors the format of the Operational Plan has been expanded 
to better reflect the proposed actions to be undertaken by Council during the 2021/22 year. 

At the time of writing this report there had been no submissions received regarding the draft 
operational plan during the public exhibition period. Any further submissions received 
between the date of preparing this report and the close of submissions will be detailed in a 
supplementary late report.    

Conclusion 

Council is being asked to:  

a) Adopt the 2021/22 Operational Plan, as amended, having considered submissions 
received. 

b) Resolve to increase the rate income for the 2021/22 year by the maximum 2.00% 
rate pegged amount determined by the Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal 
of NSW (IPART).  

c) Resolve to make and levy an ordinary rate to comprise of a base rate and an ad 
valorem rating structure for Residential, Business and Farmland categories of rates 
under Section 534, 535 & 537 of the Local Government Act 1993 for the 2021/22 
year as listed. 

d) Resolve to make and levy fees and charges for Sewer Services for 2021/22 year as 
set out in the annual statement of revenue. 

e) Resolve to make and levy fees and charges for Water Services for 2021/22 year as 
set out in the annual statement of revenue. 

f) Resolve to make and levy a Domestic Waste Management charge for 2021/22 year 
under Section 496 of the Local Government Act 1993 on each parcel of rateable 
land of which the service is available as set out in the annual statement of revenue. 

g) Resolve to fix the fees and charges schedule for 2021/22 year as set out in annual 
statement of revenue. 

h) Resolve to charge 5.00% interest on overdue rates and charges. 

i) Resolve to approve Appendix A – Bodies Granted Exemptions automatic fee waiver 
as part of the 2021/22 Donations, Grants and Contributions Program as set out in 
the schedule of fees and charges. 

j)  Resolve to approve borrowings for the 2021/22 year. 

 

The final version of the Operational Plan must be uploaded to Council’s website within 28 
days of being approved. 
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Attachments 

1. 2021 - 2022 Wentworth Shire Council Operational Plan⇩   
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9.6 MONTHLY FINANCE REPORT  

File Number: RPT/21/309 
 
Responsible Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
Responsible Division: Finance and Policy  
Reporting Officer: Vanessa Lock - Finance Officer  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       
 

Summary 

Rates and Charges collections for the month of May 2021 were $1,055,026.44.  After 
allowing for pensioner subsidies, the total levies collected are now 87.7%.  For comparison 
purposes 85.91% of the levy had been collected at the end of May 2020.  Council currently 
has $32,913,343.77 in cash and investments. 
 

Recommendation 

That Council notes the Monthly Finance Report. 

 
 

Detailed Report 

The purpose of this report is to indicate to Council the position in relation to the rate of 
collections and the balance of cash books. 

Reconciliation and Balance of Funds held as at 31 May 2021 

The reconciliation has been carried out between the Cash Book of each fund and the Bank 
Pass Sheet as at 31 May 2021. 

 

 

 

Combined Bank Account

Cash Balance as at 1 May 2021 1,736,315.61$                      

Add: Receipts for the Period Ending 31 May 2021 7,426,161.67$                      

Rates, Debtors, Miscellaneous

Less: Payments for the Period Ending 31 May 2021

Cash Book entries for this Month 6,273,927.31$                      

Cash Balance at at 31 May 2021 2,888,549.97$                      

Investments 

Total Investments as at 31 May 2021 30,024,794.70$                   

TOTAL 32,913,344.67$                   
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Collection of Rates and Charges 

Rates and Charges collections for the month of May 2021 were $1,055,026.44. After allowing 
for pensioner subsidies, the total levies collected are now 87.7%.  A summary of the Rates 
and Charges situation as at 31 May 2021 is as follows. 

 

Note: For comparison purposes 85.91% of the levy had been collected at the end of May 
2020. 

 

Council Loans Report 
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Rates/Water write offs and adjustments 

Rates and charges that have been written off or adjustments made under the delegated 
authority of the General Manager for the month of May 2021. 

 

 

Overtime and Travelling 

 

Conclusion 

The report indicates to Council that its finances are in a favourable position. 

 
 

Attachments 

Nil 
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9.7 MONTHLY INVESTMENT REPORT 

File Number: RPT/21/316 
 
Responsible Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
Responsible Division: Finance and Policy  
Reporting Officer: Hodi Beauliv - Manager Finance  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       
 

Summary 

As at 31 May 2021 Council had $21 million invested in term deposits and $11,913,343.77 in 
other cash investments. Council received $15,010.13 from its investments for the month of 
May 2021. 

In May 2021 Council investments averaged a rate of return of 0.39% and it currently has 
$6,681,129.01 of internal restrictions and $20,383,452.95 of external restrictions. 
 

Recommendation 

That Council notes the monthly investment report. 
 

Detailed Report 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to update Council on the current status of its investments. 

Matters under consideration 

As at 31 May 2021 Council had $32,913,343.77 invested with ten (10) financial institutions.   

Breakdown of Total Funds Available 

 Financial Institution  Amount % of Available Funds 

 AMP    $3,013,544.21  9.16% 

 Bank of Queensland   $1,000,000.00  3.04% 

 Bendigo Bank   $4,888,549.97  14.85% 

 Commonwealth Bank   $5,000,000.00  15.19% 

 IMB Bank   $1,000,000.00  3.04% 

 Macquarie Bank   $5,007,532.73  15.21% 

 Members Equity Bank   $2,003,717.76  6.09% 

 National Australia Bank   $5,000,000.00  15.19% 

 Westpac   $5,000,000.00  15.19% 

 Suncorp   $1,000,000.00  3.04% 

TOTAL  $32,913,343.77  100.00% 
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Investments on Hand as at 31 May 2021 

    

Note: Ratings provided are from Moody’s and Standard & Poors Rating Agencies 

Term Deposits

 Investee  Date Invested 
 Date of 

Maturity 

 

Effective 

Interest 

Rate 

 Amount 

Invested 
Rating

Bank of Queensland (6) 22/10/2020 22/07/2021 0.60% 1,000,000.00$    A2/BBB+

Bendigo Bank (1) 24/05/2021 24/02/2022 0.35% 1,000,000.00$    A2/BBB+

Bendigo Bank (7) 29/03/2021 27/09/2021 0.30% 1,000,000.00$    A2/BBB+

Commonwealth Bank 15/12/2020 15/06/2021 0.42% 1,000,000.00$    A1+/A

Commonwealth Bank (2) 15/01/2021 14/07/2021 0.37% 1,000,000.00$    A1+/A

Commonwealth Bank (3) 29/01/2021 26/10/2021 0.40% 1,000,000.00$    A1+/A

Commonwealth Bank (4) 11/02/2021 10/08/2021 0.35% 1,000,000.00$    A1+/A

Commonwealth Bank (5) 20/05/2021 20/05/2022 0.39% 1,000,000.00$    A1+/A

IMB Bank 9/03/2021 9/06/2021 0.97% 1,000,000.00$    A2/BBB

Macquarie Bank 8/04/2021 7/10/2021 0.35% 1,000,000.00$    A2/BBB+

Suncorp Bank 13/05/2021 9/12/2021 0.32% 1,000,000.00$    A1/A+

National Australia Bank (2) 9/02/2021 9/08/2021 0.35% 1,000,000.00$    A1+/AA-

National Australia Bank (3) 26/04/2021 22/11/2021 0.30% 1,000,000.00$    A1+/AA-

National Australia Bank (6) 23/02/2021 19/01/2022 0.35% 1,000,000.00$    A1+/AA-

National Australia Bank (7) 29/03/2021 28/06/2021 0.30% 1,000,000.00$    A1+/AA-

National Australia Bank (8) 25/02/2021 21/01/2022 0.35% 1,000,000.00$    A1+/AA-

Westpac Banking Corporation (1) 24/02/2021 24/11/2021 0.30% 1,000,000.00$    A1+/AA-

Westpac Banking Corporation (2) 3/03/2021 3/12/2021 0.32% 1,000,000.00$    A1+/AA-

Westpac Banking Corporation (3) 8/03/2021 8/11/2021 0.30% 1,000,000.00$    A1+/AA-

Westpac Banking Corporation (4) 25/03/2021 25/02/2022 0.33% 1,000,000.00$    A1+/AA-

Westpac Banking Corporation (5) 28/05/2021 28/02/2022 0.32% 1,000,000.00$    A1+/AA-

21,000,000.00$  

Other Cash Investments

 Investee  Date Invested 
 Date of 

Maturity 

 

Effective 

Interest 

Rate 

 Amount 

Invested 
Rating

Bendigo Bank - Operating A/c N/A Ongoing 2,888,549.07$    A2/BBB+

AMP (11) 23/10/2020 Ongoing 0.55% 3,013,544.21$    A2/BBB+

Macquarie Bank (4) - Ongoing 3/12/2020 Ongoing 0.35% 4,007,532.73$    A1/A+

Members Equity Bank - Ongoing (5) 1/12/2020 Ongoing 0.40% 2,003,717.76$    A2/BBB

Total Other Cash Investments 11,913,343.77$  

Total Funds Available 32,913,343.77$  
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Restrictions 

Internal Restrictions  

  

          - Employee Entitlements   $    2,376,437.00   

          - Doubtful Debts   $       115,367.00   

          - Future Development Reserve   $    1,113,213.94   

          - Trust Account   $       576,111.07   

          - Capital Projects   $    1,000,000.00   

          - Plant Replacement Reserve   $    1,500,000.00   $    6,681,129.01  

 External Restrictions    

         - Water Fund   $9,675,474.43   

         - Sewer Fund   $2,829,470.33   

         - Developer Contributions Reserve   $639,646.61   

         - Unexpended Grants    $6,410,152.62   

         - Crown Reserves Reserve   $289,128.84   

         - Loan Guarantee Reserve   $3,162.86   

         - Prepayments Cemeteries   $536,417.26   $20,383,452.95  

 Day to Day Liquidity    $5,848,761.87  

 Total Funds Available   $32,913,343.77 
 
 

Breakdown 

 

 

Internal 
Restrictions

External 
Restrictions

Available 
Working Capital
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Summary – Unexpended Grants as at 31 May 2021 

Grant  Amount 

 Block Grant   $292,821.07  

 Roads to Recovery   $846,896.18  

 CMA - Pooncarie Weir   $77,746.00  

 State Library Infrastructure Grant   $518,770.00  

 Crown Reserves Improvement Fund – Wentworth Caravan Park   $1,000,000.00  

 Crown Reserves Improvement Fund – Astronomy Park   $679,316.00  

 Crown Reserves Improvement Fund – Pooncarie Race Track   $29,700.00  

 Wentworth Showgrounds Sewer Upgrade   $339,732.00  

 NSW Fixing Local Roads   $1,424,826.24  

 Local Roads & Community Infrastructure Project   $148,408.83  

 Drought Community Extension Fund   $190,760.43  

 Resources for Regions – Junction Island Bridge   $172,500.00  

 Resources for Regions – VIC Relocation   $470,511.50  

 Stronger Country Communities Fund – Wentworth Rowing Club   $78,948.54  

 Stronger Country Communities Fund – Wentworth Extended Daycare   $125,186.23  

 Stronger Country Communities Fund – Junction Park Fitness Equipment  $14,029.60  

 Total   $6,410,152.62  

 

Total Funds Invested 

 

Three (3) term deposits and three (3) other accounts matured or provided interest in May 
earning Council $15,010.23 in interest. The revised budget for May was $20,916.67 following 

 $-
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the reduction in interest revenue adopted in the September Quarterly Budget Review. Year 
to date Council has received $230,077.29 in interest. The revised year to date budget is 
$230,083.33. 

Investment Revenue in May 2021 

 Investee   Date 
Invested  

 Date of 
Maturity  

 
Effective 
Interest 

Rate  

 Amount 
Invested  

 Interest 
Earned  

 Term Deposits            

 Macquarie Bank (3)  12/02/2021 14/05/2021 0.30%  $1,000,000.00   $747.95  

 Bendigo Bank (1)  24/08/2020 24/05/2021 0.65%  $1,000,000.00   $4,861.64  

 National Australia 
Bank (4)  

31/08/2020 28/05/2021 0.75%  $1,000,000.00   $5,547.95  

 Other Cash 
Investments  

     

 AMP (11)  23/10/2020  Ongoing  0.55%  $3,013,544.21   $1,877.13  

 Macquarie Bank (4) - 
Ongoing  

3/12/2020  Ongoing  0.35%  $4,007,532.73   $1,317.05  

 Members Equity Bank 
- Ongoing (5)  

1/12/2020  Ongoing  0.40%  $2,003,717.76   $658.51  

 Total       $15,010.23  

 

Investment Revenue received May 2021 
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Total Interest received July 2020 – June 2021 

 

For May 2021 Council’s investments returned an effective average rate of 0.39%.  Year to 
date the effective average rate has been 0.71%.  The budget for 2020-2021 was 1.50%, but 
this was reduced to 0.8% following the first Quarterly Budget Review to reflect the reduction 
in interest rates. 

Effective average Interest Rate 

 

Conclusion 

The Director Finance & Policy certifies that all investments have been made in accordance 
with the Local Government Act 1993 (NSW), Local Government (General) Regulations 2005 
and Council’s Investment Policy.  Council is investing its funds prudently to optimise returns 
and reduce exposure to risk in accordance with legislation and its own investment policy.    
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Attachments 

Nil 
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9.8 REQUEST FOR FEE WAIVER FOR PLANNING PROPOSAL  

File Number: RPT/21/227 
 
Responsible Officer: Matthew Carlin - Director Health and Planning  
Responsible Division: Health and Planning  
Reporting Officer: Matthew Carlin - Director Health and Planning  
 
Objective: 1.0 Wentworth is a vibrant, growing and thriving Shire 
Strategy: 1.2 Encourage and support population growth and resident 

attraction       

Summary 

Roy Costa Planning and Development (RCPD), on behalf of their client is seeking a waiver of 
the applicable fee for the lodgment of a planning proposal of $6367.00 

Once lodged, the Planning Proposal aims to amend the zoning of 191 Pitman Avenue from 
RU1 Primary Production to RU5 Village with a small portion as SP2 Infrastructure. This will 
be subject to a completed planning proposal document and report to Council at a later date. 

Recommendation 

That Council resolve to refuse to waive the LEP Amendment Fee of $6,367.00. 

Detailed Report 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to seek a resolution regarding the request to waiver the LEP 
amendment fee.  

Background 

Council currently has existing stormwater infrastructure that originates from Pitman Avenue 
and traverses through 191 Pitman Avenue into Lot 7311 DP 1181340 being a Crown 
Reserve for storm water retention, more commonly known as Basin 3. The issue with this 
infrastructure is the physical location of the stormwater pipe. This pipe is significantly off-set 
from the easement created on the land for this purpose.  

However, Council’s Road and Engineering team have taken the appropriate action to rectify 
these issues by entering into a Deed of Agreement to enter, occupy and compensate the 
land owners. The Deed of Agreement states that Council will pay: 

• Compensation costs  

• RCPD consultant costs 

• Survey costs  

• Legal fees associated with transfer of easements  

• Site rehabilitation/re-instatement costs.  

with an anticipated project cost of approximately $30,000. 

Matters under consideration 

RCPD has identified and stated that Council has a vested interest in acquiring a portion of 
the land for the existing infrastructure for operational purposes which can be addressed 
through the formal planning proposal process. Before the planning proposal can be lodged, 
the matter of the fee and waiver request needs to be resolved.  

Options  
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Based on the information contained in this report, the options available to address this matter 
are to:  

a) Refuse the request; or 

b) Approve the waiver. 

Legal, strategic, financial or policy implications 

The fee for an LEP amendment is not a statutory charge, meaning that it is not a requirement 
of any legislative instrument and Council has the choice to impose it or not.  

Within Councils Operational Plan, the fee of $6367 pays for the time for Councils planning 
staff to: 

• Prepare the Council report for endorsement 

• Prepare application and lodgment onto NSW Planning Portal/LEP tracker 

• Ongoing liaising with NSW Planning Staff to secure a Gateway Determination  

• Preparing submitting additional information as required by the Department 

 

While the planning proposal once lodged and approved, will enable Council to acquire the 
portion of land with the storm water infrastructure, consideration needs to be given to the 
cost of concessions Councils have/are providing to the land owners per the Deed of 
Agreement. The request for the fee waiver is not considered to be a good cost benefit to 
Council. 

Conclusion 

Based on the information in this report it is recommended the request for a fee waiver is not 
supported.   

Attachments 

1. Roy Costa Planning and Development Fee Waiver Request⇩   
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9.9 DELEGATED AUTHORITY APPROVALS AS AT END OF MAY 2021 

File Number: RPT/21/321 
 
Responsible Officer: Matthew Carlin - Director Health and Planning  
Responsible Division: Health and Planning  
Reporting Officer: Kerrie Copley - Administration Officer  
 
Objective: 1.0 Wentworth is a vibrant, growing and thriving Shire 
Strategy: 1.1 Grow the potential for business and industry to develop and 

expand       

Summary 

For the month of May 2021, a total of seventeen Development Applications and three S4.55 
Modification Applications were determined under delegated authority by the Director Health 
and Planning.     

The estimated value of the determined developments was $867,982.00.  This brings the year 
to date total to fifty three Development Applications and seventeen S4.55 Applications 
approved, with an estimated development value of $9,284,057.00. 

 

Recommendation 

a) That Council receives and notes the report for the month of May 2021. 

b) That Council publicly notifies, for the purposes of Schedule 1 Division 4 Section 20 (2) of 
the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979, the applications as listed in the 
attachment on the Wentworth Shire Council website. 

c) That a division be called in accordance with S375A of the Local Government Act 1993 
(NSW).  

Detailed Report 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with a list of Development Applications as 
tabled in Attachment 1, determined under delegated authority by the Director Health and 
Planning for the month of May 2021, hence complying with the requirements under section 
3.20 of the Office of Local Government Promoting Better Practice Program.  

Conclusion 

The total value of determinations was $867,982.00 for the month of May 2021. The average 
determination time was 38 days. 

Attachments 

1. May 2021 Delegated Authority Report⇩   
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9.10 A47 IGA SERVICE ROAD - AMENDMENT 

File Number: RPT/21/323 
 
Responsible Officer: Matthew Carlin - Director Health and Planning  
Responsible Division: Health and Planning  
Reporting Officer: Hilary Dye - Property and Land Tenure Officer  
 
Objective: 1.0 Wentworth is a vibrant, growing and thriving Shire 
Strategy: 1.1 Grow the potential for business and industry to develop and 

expand       

Summary 

At the Ordinary Meeting of Council on 18 November 2020, Council resolved to acquire part of 
Lot 7011 DP 1045202 & part of Lot 7001 DP1118958 by the compulsory process under the 
Land Acquisition (Just Terms Compensation) Act 1991 (NSW) and by authority contained in 
the Local Government Act 1993 (NSW).  

The recommendation as presented to that meeting referred to the NSW Local Government 
Act. This was as administrative error which stated, ‘by authority contained in the Local 
Government Act 1993 (NSW)’.  

Upon review, the legislation being the Local Government Act was incorrect. The 
recommendation should have stated ‘by authority contained under the terms of Section 177 
of the Road Act 1993’. 

Recommendation 

 
1. That Council proceed to acquire part of Lot 7011 DP 1045202 & part of Lot 7001 

DP11189581118958 by the compulsory process under the Land Acquisition (Just 
Terms Compensation) Act 1991 (NSW) and by authority contained under the terms of 
Section 177 of the Road Act 1993’.  

2. That the land be acquired for public purpose of public road and sewer infrastructure 

3. That minerals be excluded from the acquisition 

4. That the acquisition is not for the purpose of resale  

5. That the necessary applications be made to the NSW Minister for Local Government 
and the Governor of NSW for approval to compulsorily acquire the Crown Land for 
the public purpose 

6. That compensation is paid to Crown Lands and any other party with an interest in the 
land as determined by the Valuer General NSW  

7. That the land is classified as operational land upon acquisition 

8. That the General Manager be authorised to approve and sign the Acquisition Notice 
for publication in the NSW Government Gazette which will acquire the land. 

Detailed Report 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to seek a resolution of Council to commence the acquisition of 
Crown Land being part of Lot 7011 DP 1045202 and Part of Lot 7001 DP 1118958 at Gol 
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Gol, Buronga, NSW being part of Carramar Drive Sporting Reserve R91386); due to an error 
in referenced legislation.  

Background 

Council is proposing to acquire the land for the purpose of a public road (the Hendy Service 
Road) and sewer infrastructure. The appropriate legislative provision that gives a council the 
power to compulsorily acquire land for the purpose of a public road, and ancillary works, is 
section 177 of the Roads Act. 

Previously the lots were identified as Lot 7011 DP 1045202 & part of Lot 7001 DP1118958 a 
new survey of the acquisition area now identifies the parcels as Lots 470 & 471 DP 
11268325, shown in the attachment. 

Legal, strategic, financial or policy implications 

Council does not currently own the land on which the sewer infrastructure and public road is 
located, the owner is NSW Crown Land 

Conclusion 

The amendment is required for the Office of Local Government (OLG) to finalise its 
assessment of Council’s application to compulsory acquire the land for a public road and 
ancillary works. 

Attachments 

1. Council Meeting Report 18 November 2020 / Deposited Plan / Aerial View⇩   
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9.11 SPEED ZONE REVIEW IN WENTWORTH 

File Number: RPT/21/315 
 
Responsible Officer: Geoff Gunn - Director Roads and Engineering  
Responsible Division: Roads and Engineering  
Reporting Officer: Belinda Fitzgerald - Road Safety Officer  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.2 Plan for and develop the right assets and infrastructure       

Summary 

The speed zone on Silver City Highway in the town centre of Wentworth is under review by 
Transport for NSW (TfNSW).  The area in question qualifies for a High Pedestrian Activity 
Areas (HPAA) which would be the first in the Wentworth Shire area.  HPAA are sections of 
road where there is a high degree of interaction between vehicles and pedestrians.  They 
may be near shopping strips, bus interchanges or services such as medical centres.  

Recommendation 

That Council recommends a High Pedestrian Activity Area (HPAA) to Transport for NSW for 
the Wentworth town centre speed zone review.  

Detailed Report 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to consider the benefits and impacts of HPAA in comparison to 
a standard speed zone and provide a recommendation to Transport for NSW on Council’s 
preferred option.   

Background 

The speed zone on Silver City Highway in the township of Wentworth was raised at Council 
meetings in 2020 and 2021.  Following this, TfNSW received a request for a speed zone 
review via their online process.  This prompted a preliminary inspection by TfNSW in May 
2021.  Before the official assessment on their next visit to the region, TfNSW are providing 
WSC with an opportunity to give input on the potential speed zone options.  

Report Detail 

The Silver City Highway traverses through the Wentworth town centre with a speed zone of 
60 km/h from Hospital Road (southeast) to Renmark Road (northwest).  Side streets within 
the town are all at the standard default speed for urban streets (50 km/h).  Speed reduction 
requests have been raised in the highest pedestrian areas in the town centre around the 
intersections of the Highway with Darling Street, and with Sandwych/Adams Streets.  If an 
assessment of the 60 km/h zone meets the warrant for a speed zone reduction the following 
options will be considered by TfNSW: 

1. A standard speed zone zone reduction for the 60 km/h zone to 50km/h / zone (similar 
to the Silver City Highway in Dareton introduced in 2019).  

2. A High Pedestrian Activity Area (HPAA) to a specific footprint of the town centre.  The 
speed limit is 40km/h at all times and associated traffic calming measures to alert the 
drivers to the lower speed limit and make them aware of the presence of pedestrians 
moving about or near the road. 

The review has been specifically requested for the purpose of pedestrian safety.  The long 
length of the Dareton Silver City Highway 50 km/h speed zone is a similar reference to the 
Wentworth review area.  Unfortunately, the reduction of speed begins so far from the town 
centre that drivers often increase speed again by the time they reach the area and it is 
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argued that 50 km/h is still too high through the shopping strip.  With this in mind a HPAA is 
the preferred option for Wentworth.  

Conclusion 

It is recommended that Council recommends a High Pedestrian Activity Area to Transport for 
NSW for the Wentworth speed zone review.  

 

Attachments 

1. HPAA fact sheet⇩  

2. Forbes Shire Council HPAA⇩  

3. HPAA wentworth footprint⇩   
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9.12 PROJECTS AND WORKS REPORT UPDATE - JUNE 2021 

File Number: RPT/21/330 
 
Responsible Officer: Geoff Gunn - Director Roads and Engineering  
Responsible Division: Roads and Engineering  
Reporting Officer: Tarryn Kampman - Coordinator Roads & Engineering  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.2 Plan for and develop the right assets and infrastructure       

Summary 

This report provides a summary of the projects and major works undertaken by the Roads 
and Engineering Department which have been completed during the month of May 2021 

Recommendation 

That Council notes the major works undertaken for May and the scheduled works for June 
2021. 

Detailed Report 

Refer to below for updates of the works completed in May 2021 and planned activities 
scheduled for June 2021. 
 
Projects and Works Update for May 2021 

Roads • Major reconstruction works for TfNSW on a 1.5km section of highway 

near Mallee Fowl Rest Area. Work continues through from March with 

new stabilized pavement and two 130 mm lifts of Class 1 material with 

sealing applied beginning May. Council are nearing completion of the 

first 1.5km section with TfNSW awarding the next 1.5km which will 

complete the 3.0 km highway segment. Scheduled to have all works 

completed by end October 2021. 

• Garston Road and the High Darling link between Nob and Garston Road 

have both been completed with a 6.2m wide seal. 

• Sealing has been completed on Adelaide Lane, completing this project 

with positive feedback from property owners.  

• Works have commenced on the 6.5km section of High Darling Road 

starting at the Silver City Highway end. With a 6.2m wide seal scheduled 

for end of June, works to be completed by the end of the financial year. 

• Milpara Road Works between Silver City Highway and Anabranch Mail 

Road will begin early July with completion scheduled for August. 

Maintenance Grading 

• Planned maintenance grading was undertaken on the following roads 

throughout May; Arumpo, Wambera, Petro, Nob and Downham Road. 

 
Projects Wentworth Aerodrome Upgrade 

• Stage 2 installation of drainage kerb and channel completed. 

• Stage 2 Asphalt and spray seal surfacing completed. 

• Runway, apron and taxiway lights completed. 

• Stage 2 Extension of taxiway lighting continuing. 

• Sealing works on new access road and taxiway extension completed. 
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Barrett Pavilion  

• Pigeons roosting in open sections under veranda causing a mess. 
Flashing installed in open C section on corners of building to prevent 
pigeon’s roosting. 
Ceiling eve lined on entrance to service kitchen. 
Bird spiking installed on external lights around building. 

• Contractor engaged to pressure wash and clean concourse area. 
 

Buronga Effluent Disposal System (EDS) 

• Concrete slab finalised. 

• Pump and remaining plumbing fittings installed. 

• Rising main connected. 

• Gangway installed. 

• Switchboard installed. 

 

Buronga Pump Track 

• Concept design for pump track received. 

• Contractor to commence in July.  

 

Buronga Riverfront 

• Shade structures installed. 

• Bins installed. 

• Benches installed. 

• Edging along grass perimeter installed.  

• Playground infrastructure progressing installation. 

• Pathway works completed. 

• Project completion September 2021. 

 

Carramar Drive Basin 

• Basin embankment reshaping has commenced and completed.  

• Works currently on hold while adjacent residents rectify issues within 

their properties. 

• Scope alteration from connection of all outfalls to new drainage pipe to 

connection of main outfalls to new drainage pipe and installation of no 

fines + agi combined drain along wall to remove water resulting from 

failed slotted pipe on resident side of wall. 

 

Fotherby Park BBQ & picnic table area  

• BBQ, table and concrete pad installed. 

• Power connection to BBQ scheduled for installation 25 June. 

• Sandy loam spread around BBQ for contour levelling – gardeners 
sowing seed early spring. 

• Project completed.  
 

Gol Gol Cemetery Equipment Shed 

• Appropriate layout for shed identified through discussions with works 

team. Roller door each end to allow drive through. 

• Notification to NTScorp has been sent off for comment.  

• Review of Environmental Factors drafted.  

• Request for quotes sent to local suppliers.  

• Anticipated completion date September.  
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Gol Gol School Shared Path 

• 75% of works complete. Awaiting TfNSW approval to commence works 

through Adelaide St (State Corridor). 

 

Gol Gol Water Treatment Plant 

• Final site acceptance testing of PLC and SCADA architecture and testing 

continuing.  

• Lime chemical dosing flushing systems installed - solenoids installed 

monitoring to see if any issues arise.  

• Raw water intake pump station electrical works installation and testing in 

progress. 

 

Pitman Avenue and Wood Street Shared Paths 

• Wood Street works completed in July. 

• Preparation works along Pitman Avenue to be completed in August. 

 

Wentworth Riverfront BBQ and Nature Play Area 

• Playground area excavated. 

• Playground installation commenced. 

• BBQ and shade structure pad prepared. 

• Irrigation through original playground area repaired. 

• Garden bed modification works undertaken to allow access to existing 

shed. 

• Project completion August.  

 

Wentworth Showgrounds Tower & Shade Structures 

• Quotes received for steward’s tower. Quote assessment in progress. 

• Tender for shade structure has been awarded with PO provided to the 

successful contractor. The quote is inclusive of additional bird proofing of 

roof members. 

• Dish removed from steward’s tower. 

• Demolition date scheduled for end July to avoid interference with circus. 

 

Willow Bend Caravan Park Upgrade 

• Detailed design progressed.  

• Planning and tender documentation progressed for advertising in July. 
 

Willow Bend Caravan Park - Camp Kitchen Upgrade 

• Rain water tank connected to camp kitchen. 

• All associated plumbing works between kitchen & veranda completed – 
plinth boards installed around base of camp kitchen. 

• Rain water tank edging on site – Tony Smith erecting shortly.   

• Split system quotes for camp kitchen being obtained – anticipate install 
in July. 

• Door installation contractor has been delayed works to now commence 
28 June. 
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Projects and Works scheduled for June 2021 

Roads 

 

• Continuation of Sturt Highway Segment 40 Rehabilitation works with 

Stabilisation scheduled to commence 15 June. The Sturt Highway will be 

down to one lane, 24-hour traffic control under Portable Traffic Lights 

from 15 June for two weeks, to allow for works to be completed. 

• Mallara Street, Pooncarie contractor plans to commence sealing mid 

June and have completed by the end of the financial year. 

• High Darling Road starting at the Silver City Highway end to be sealed 

and completed in August. 

Maintenance  

• Planned maintenance grading was undertaken on the following roads 

throughout June; Arumpo, Top Hut, Rufus River and Renmark Road.  

 
Projects Buronga Effluent Disposal System (EDS) 

• Remaining electrical items to be connected. 

• Fence to be installed. 

• Modifications to pontoon structure in preparation for low river event 
second week July.  

• Site to be cleaned in preparation for opening mid August. 
 

Buronga Pump Track 

• Detailed design to be completed late June. 
• Contractor to commence in July 2021. 

 
Buronga Riverfront 

• Playground infrastructure to be completed early July. 

• Final landscaping works to be completed, works including installation of 
grass and garden bed works. 

• Signs to be installed (regulatory and directional). 

• Project completion September 2021.  
 
Dareton Town Entry Tree Corridor 

• Parks & Gardens have completed majority of the works. 
• Additional plants to be added to the base of the Dareton sign which will 

complete the project by end June. 
 

Dareton Travellers Rest 

• 2 quotes have been received for the new monument but cannot be 
awarded until a contractor for the Traveller’s Rest is confirmed. 

• Request for Quote has been issued multiple times with negative 
response due to the high demand of similar works in the region and short 
timeframe. All contractors have declined to quote. 

• Ads remain in the Sunraysia Daily and Facebook. 

• Extension was granted for 30 September deadline. 
 

Gol Gol School Shared Path 

• Awaiting TfNSW to issue Road Occupancy Licence. 

• Remaining section of work to be finalised August. 
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Gol Gol Water Treatment Plant 

• Plant full commissioning and hand over to WSC in July.  

• As Constructed documentation to be provided.  

• Training of WSC staff for plant functioning to be undertaken July.  

• 30-day proof of performance currently being conducted. 

• Project completion August.  
 
Mourquong Water Main Extension  

• Contractor has ordered pipe & fittings and indicated a July 
commencement for construction 
 

Namatjira Sewer Lagoons Wildlife Control Fence (part of Sewer 
Rationalisation Project) 

• New fence completed 28 May. 

• Old fence to be removed and stock-piled at the old Dareton Sewer 
Treatment Plant site. Commenced removal 1 June. In progress, 
estimated completion July.   
 

Pitman Avenue and Wood Street Shared Paths 

• Pitman Avenue Section of Buronga Works to commence in June and be 
completed mid-July.  

• Final Buronga alignment to be organised post Pitman Ave works.  

• Project completion September 2021. 
 

Tapio Park Dareton - BBQ & picnic table area  

• Contract has been awarded. 

• Completion date for installation scheduled for August. 

• Power connection to BBQ subject to electrical upgrades completion. 
 

Sewerage Rationalisation Scheme - Wentworth 

• The electrical contractor continues to undertake SCADA works to 

Sewerage Pumping Stations #1 and #2.  

• Review of switchboard control design ongoing with changes in drawings 

to be confirmed by contractor. 

• DC load assessment ongoing. 

• Lightning risk assessment – 100% complete 

• Reviewing functional description – Ongoing 50% complete 

• Modifications to slide doors at inlet structure – Ongoing 70% complete 

• Pit Design (WSC) SPS 1 Wentworth to include bypass design finalized. 

• Final commissioning scheduled September.  

 
Sewerage Rationalisation Scheme – Dareton  

• All outstanding defect works completed.  

• Full set of As Constructed documents have been received by WSC 

• Essential Energy have reinstated pit and electricity hook up to reinstate 
power back to old Dareton sewer treatment plant site. 

• Electrician has run new conduit path and cabling to shed from new 
Essential Energy power pit. 

• Project completed.   
 

Wentworth Riverfront BBQ and Nature Play Area 

• Playground works to be completed. 

• Shade structures to be installed. 

• BBQs and table settings to be installed. 

• Electrical cables to be pulled through  
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• Additional bins to be installed. 

• Garden bed edging and mulched areas to be completed. 

• Site to be cleaned and top dressed where required. 

• Project completion scheduled for August.   
Wentworth Showground Sewer Upgrade 

• Project is in preliminary design and planning stages. 

• Design drafted by end of June. 

• Project extension has been requested. 

• Estimated completion date January 2022.  
 

Willow Bend Caravan Park Upgrade 

• Detailed design documentation including technical specification to be 
provided to Council late June. 

• Tender documentation to be completed late June. 
 

 

Attachments 

1. Attachment 1 - Projects and Works Photo Update⇩   
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10 NOTICES OF MOTIONS / QUESTIONS WITH NOTICE 

10.1 MURRAY DARLING ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP 

File Number: RPT/21/308   

 

Councillor MacAllister has indicated her intention to move the following motion: 

 

Motion 

That Council review its membership of the Murray Darling Association.  

 

Attachments 

Nil    
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11 CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS – ADJOURNMENT INTO CLOSED 
SESSION 

Despite the right of members of the public to attend meetings of a council, the council 
may choose to close to the public, parts of the meeting that involve the discussion or 
receipt of certain matters as prescribed under section 10A(2) of the Local 
Government Act.  

With the exception of matters concerning particular individuals (other than councillors) 
(10A(2)(a)), matters involving the personal hardship of a resident or ratepayer 
(10A(2)(b)) or matters that would disclose a trade secret (10A(2)(d)(iii)), council must 
be satisfied that discussion of the matter in an open meeting would, on balance, be 
contrary to the public interest.   

The Act requires council to close the meeting for only so much of the discussion as is 
necessary to preserve the relevant confidentiality, privilege or security being 
protected. (section 10B(1)(a)) 

Section 10A(4) of the Act provides that a council may allow members of the public to 
make representations to or at a meeting, before any part of the meeting is closed to 
the public, as to whether that part of the meeting should be closed. 

Section 10B(4) of the Act stipulates that for the purpose of determining whether the 
discussion of a matter in an open meeting would be contrary to the public interest, it 
is irrelevant that:- 

(a)  a person may misinterpret or misunderstand the discussion, or 

(b)  the discussion of the matter may -  

(i)  cause embarrassment to the council or committee concerned, or to 
councillors or to employees of the council, or 

(ii)  cause a loss of confidence in the council or committee. 

 

Recommendation 

That Council adjourns into Closed Session, the recording of the meeting be 
suspended, and members of the press and public be excluded from the Closed 
Session, and that access to the correspondence and reports relating to the items 
considered during the course of the Closed Session be withheld unless declassified 
by separate resolution. 

This action is taken in accordance with Section 10A(2) of the Local Government Act, 
1993 as the items listed come within the following provisions:- 

12.1 Buronga Landfill Discount Rate. (RPT/21/314) 

This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section 10A(2) of the 
Local Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for 
business relating to (d) (iii) information that would, if disclosed, reveal a trade secret. On 
balance, the public interest in preserving the confidentiality of information about the item 
outweighs the public interest in maintaining openness and transparency in council 
decision-making because. 

12.2 Segment 40 - Supply of DGB20 Class 1 Road Base Material - PT2021/11. 
(RPT/21/333) 

This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section 10A(2) of the 
Local Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for 
business relating to (c) information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial 
advantage on a person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) 
business.  On balance, the public interest in preserving the confidentiality of information 
about the tender outweighs the public interest in maintaining openness and 
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transparency in council decision-making because disclosure of this information would 
reveal pricing and confidential information submitted via the tender process which if 
disclosed would prevent council from achieving its 'value for money' objectives. 

12.3 Segment 40 - Supply of Select Fill Material - PT2021/12. (RPT/21/334) 

This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section 10A(2) of the 
Local Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for 
business relating to (c) information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial 
advantage on a person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) 
business.  On balance, the public interest in preserving the confidentiality of information 
about the tender outweighs the public interest in maintaining openness and 
transparency in council decision-making because disclosure of this information would 
reveal pricing and confidential information submitted via the tender process which if 
disclosed would prevent council from achieving its 'value for money' objectives. 
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12 OPEN COUNCIL - REPORT FROM CLOSED COUNCIL 

12.1 BURONGA LANDFILL DISCOUNT RATE  

File Number: RPT/21/314 
 
Responsible Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
Responsible Division: Finance and Policy  
Reporting Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.4 Reduce, reuse and recover waste      

REASON FOR CONFIDENTIALITY 

This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section 10A(2) of the Local 
Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for business relating to (d) 
(iii) information that would, if disclosed, reveal a trade secret. On balance, the public interest in 
preserving the confidentiality of information about the item outweighs the public interest in maintaining 
openness and transparency in council decision-making because.  
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12.2 SEGMENT 40 - SUPPLY OF DGB20 CLASS 1 ROAD BASE MATERIAL - 
PT2021/11 

File Number: RPT/21/333 
 
Responsible Officer: Geoff Gunn - Director Roads and Engineering  
Responsible Division: Roads and Engineering  
Reporting Officer: Allan Eastmond - Manager Works 

Tarryn Kampman - Coordinator Roads & Engineering  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.2 Plan for and develop the right assets and infrastructure      

REASON FOR CONFIDENTIALITY 

This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section 10A(2) of the Local 
Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for business relating to (c) 
information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a person with whom the 
Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) business.  On balance, the public interest in preserving 
the confidentiality of information about the tender outweighs the public interest in maintaining 
openness and transparency in council decision-making because disclosure of this information would 
reveal pricing and confidential information submitted via the tender process which if disclosed would 
prevent council from achieving its 'value for money' objectives.  
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12.3 SEGMENT 40 - SUPPLY OF SELECT FILL MATERIAL - PT2021/12 

File Number: RPT/21/334 
 
Responsible Officer: Geoff Gunn - Director Roads and Engineering  
Responsible Division: Roads and Engineering  
Reporting Officer: Allan Eastmond - Manager Works 

Tarryn Kampman - Coordinator Roads & Engineering  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.2 Plan for and develop the right assets and infrastructure      

REASON FOR CONFIDENTIALITY 

This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section 10A(2) of the Local 
Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for business relating to (c) 
information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a person with whom the 
Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) business.  On balance, the public interest in preserving 
the confidentiality of information about the tender outweighs the public interest in maintaining 
openness and transparency in council decision-making because disclosure of this information would 
reveal pricing and confidential information submitted via the tender process which if disclosed would 
prevent council from achieving its 'value for money' objectives.  
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13 CONCLUSION OF THE MEETING 

NEXT MEETING 

21 July 2021  
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