
 

 

 

WENTWORTH SHIRE COUNCIL 

Notice is hereby given, in accordance with the provisions of the Local Government Act 
1993 that an ORDINARY MEETING of Wentworth Shire Council will be held in the 
WENTWORTH SHIRE COUNCIL CHAMBERS commencing at 10AM. 

 
KEN ROSS 
GENERAL MANAGER 

 

 

The meeting is being livestreamed and/or recorded for on-demand viewing via 
Council’s website and a person’s image and/or voice may be broadcast. 

Attendance at the meeting is to be taken as consent by a person to their image and/or 
voice being webcast. 

All speakers should refrain from making any defamatory comments or releasing 
personal information about another individual without their consent. 

Council accepts no liability for any damage that may result from defamatory comments 
made by persons attending meetings – all liability will rest with the individual who made 
the comments. 

The meeting must not be recorded by others without prior written consent of the 
Council in accordance with the Council’s code of meeting practice. 
 

 

ORDINARY MEETING 

AGENDA 

 

12 MAY 2021 

 



Ordinary Meeting AGENDA 12 May 2021 

Page i 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

ITEM SUBJECT PAGE NO 

  

1 OPENING OF MEETING ....................................................................................... 1 

2 PRAYER AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY ....................................... 1 

3 APOLOGIES AND APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE ........................ 1 

4 DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS .......................................................................... 1 

5 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES ............................................................................ 1 

6 OUTSTANDING MATTERS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS .............................. 34 

6.1 Outstanding Matters from Previous Meetings ......................................... 34 

7 MAYORAL AND COUNCILLOR REPORTS ....................................................... 38 

7.1 Mayoral Report ...................................................................................... 38 

8 REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES ....................................................................... 39 

8.1 Internal Audit & Risk Management Committee ....................................... 39 

8.2 Willowbend Advisory Committee ............................................................ 71 

9 REPORTS TO COUNCIL .................................................................................... 78 

9.1 General Manager's Report ..................................................................... 78 

9.2 2021 River Reflections Conference ........................................................ 97 

9.3 Memorandum of Understanding Between Wentworth Shire Council 
and Murray Regional Tourism Board .................................................... 101 

9.4 2021 LGNSW Water Management Conference .................................... 113 

9.5 Draft 2021/22 Operational Plan - Endorsement for Public Exhibition .... 121 

9.6 Monthly Investment Report .................................................................. 219 

9.7 Monthly Finance Report ....................................................................... 225 

9.8 AF003 Requests for Financial Assistance ............................................ 229 

9.9 Determination of Councillor Remuneration for 2021/2022 .................... 231 

9.10 Licence Agreement to occupy, secure and maintain portion of Alice 
Street Wentworth ................................................................................. 233 

9.11 Delegated Authority Approvals as at end of April 2021 ......................... 236 

9.12 Projects and Works Report Update - May 2021 ................................... 239 

10 NOTICES OF MOTIONS / QUESTIONS WITH NOTICE ................................... 255 

Nil 

11 CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS – ADJOURNMENT INTO CLOSED SESSION .... 256 

12 OPEN COUNCIL - REPORT FROM CLOSED COUNCIL ................................. 258 



Ordinary Meeting AGENDA 12 May 2021 

Page ii 

12.1 High Darling Road Reconstruction Works PT2021/07 .......................... 258 

12.2 Milpara Road Reconstruction Works PT2021/08 .................................. 259 

13 CONCLUSION OF THE MEETING ................................................................... 260 

NEXT MEETING ............................................................................................................. 260 



Ordinary Meeting AGENDA 12 May 2021 

Page 1 

1 OPENING OF MEETING  

THE MAYOR REQUESTS THAT THE GENERAL MANAGER MAKES 
ANNOUNCEMENTS REGARDING THE LIVE-STREAMING OF THE MEETING. 

2 PRAYER AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

3 APOLOGIES AND APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE   

4 DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 

 
  

5 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES  

Recommendation 

That the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held 14 April 2021 be confirmed as 
circulated. 
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1 OPENING OF MEETING 

The Mayor opened the meeting with a prayer at 10:06AM 

2 PRAYER AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

PRESENT: 
 
COUNCILLORS: Councillor Susan Nichols (Mayor) 

Councillor Tim Elstone (Deputy Mayor) 
Councillor Greg Evans 
Councillor Steve Heywood  
Councillor Jane MacAllister 
Councillor Peter Nunan 
Councillor Bill Wheeldon OAM 
 

STAFF: Ken Ross (General Manager) 
Matthew Carlin (Director Health and Planning) 
Geoff Gunn (Director Roads and Engineering) 
Simon Rule (Director Finance and Policy) 
Chloe Horne (Business Support Officer) 
Samantha Wall (Administration Assistant Roads & Engineering) 

3 APOLOGIES AND APPLICATIONS FOR ATTENDANCE BY 
AUDIO-VISUAL LINK AND APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF 
ABSENCE 

Councillor Don McKinnon is an Apology for this meeting and has made an Application 
to the General Manager to attend the remainder of the meetings during this term 
remotely by audio-visual link stating personal and health related matters preventing 
his attendance in person. 

Council Resolution 

That Council notes the Apology and grants the Application for Attendance by Audio-
Visual Link from Councillor Don McKinnon.  

Moved  Cr. Nunan, Seconded Cr. Wheeldon 

CARRIED 

4 DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 

Councillor Steve Heywood declared an interest in Items 9.10, 12.2 and 12.3. 

Councillor Peter Nunan declared a pecuniary interest in Item 9.6. 

Councillor Tim Elstone declared a significant pecuniary interest in Item 9.7. 

5 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

Recommendation 

That the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held 17 March 2021 be confirmed as circulated. 

Council Resolution 

That the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held 17 March 2021 be confirmed as circulated. 

Moved  Cr. Nunan, Seconded Cr. Evans 

CARRIED 
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At 10:08am Councillor Tim Elstone left the meeting.  

 

Council Resolution 

That Item 9.7 be brought forward to hear a presentation from James Golsworthy of James 
Golsworthy Consultancy on behalf of Jane McLeod.  

Moved  Cr. Nunan, Seconded Cr. Wheeldon 

CARRIED 
 
 

At 10:28am Councillor Tim Elstone returned to the meeting.  
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6 OUTSTANDING MATTERS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

6.1 OUTSTANDING MATTERS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

File Number: RPT/21/175 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Chloe Horne - Business Support Officer  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       

Summary 

The Outstanding Matters report provides details of activities raised at previous Council 
meetings that remain outstanding. 
 

Officer Recommendation 

That Council notes the list of outstanding matters as at 8 April 2021.  

Council Resolution 

That Council notes the list of outstanding matters as at 8 April 2021. 

Moved  Cr. MacAllister, Seconded Cr. Nunan 

CARRIED 
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7 MAYORAL AND COUNCILLOR REPORTS 

7.1 MAYORAL REPORT 

File Number: RPT/20/858   
 
 

Recommendation 

That Council notes the information contained in the Mayoral report.  

Council Resolution 

That Council notes the information contained in the Mayoral report. 

Moved  Cr. Nunan, Seconded Cr. Elstone 

CARRIED 
   

The Mayor advised that she also attended a lunch at the Mildura Gun Club on 2 April 2021. 
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8 REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES 

8.1 BOTTLEBEND RESERVE SCIENTIFIC REPORT 

File Number: RPT/21/192 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Chloe Horne - Business Support Officer  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.5 Recognise the importance of a healthy Murray-Darling River 

system       

Summary 

During 2013 to 2016, three environmental watering events were conducted on site at 
Bottlebend Reserve. The peer-reviewed, published scientific report provides local information 
about the interplay of watering regimes with floodplain recovery, especially as expressed 
through tangled lignum. 

The information provided in this report helped inform the most recent environmental watering 
of 2020, which has resulted in a result described by many as the best the Reserve has 
looked in memory.   

 

Officer Recommendation 

That Council notes the Bottlebend Reserve Lignum Paper.  

Council Resolution 

That Council notes the Bottlebend Reserve Lignum Paper. 

Moved  Cr. MacAllister, Seconded Cr. Elstone 

CARRIED 
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8.2 CARRAMAR DRIVE SPORTING COMPLEX USER GROUP MEETING 

File Number: RPT/21/154 
 
Responsible Officer: Geoff Gunn - Director Roads and Engineering  
Responsible Division: Roads and Engineering  
Reporting Officer: Barbara George - Administration Officer, Roads and 

Engineering  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring , supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.5 Encourage the self determination of individual townships 

and community groups       

Summary 
A meeting of the Carramar Drive Sporting Complex User Group was held on 4 March 2021 
and the Minutes of the meeting are attached to this report for the information of Councillors. 

 

Officer Recommendation 

That Council notes the Minutes of the Carramar Drive Sporting Complex User Group Meeting 
held on Thursday 4 March 2021. 

Council Resolution 

That Council notes the Minutes of the Carramar Drive Sporting Complex User Group Meeting 
held on Thursday 4 March 2021. 

Moved  Cr. MacAllister, Seconded Cr. Evans 

CARRIED 
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8.3 GEORGE GORDON SPORTING COMPLEX USER GROUP MEETING 

File Number: RPT/21/165 
 
Responsible Officer: Geoff Gunn - Director Roads and Engineering  
Responsible Division: Roads and Engineering  
Reporting Officer: Barbara George - Administration Officer, Roads and 

Engineering  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring , supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.5 Encourage the self determination of individual townships 

and community groups       

Summary 
A meeting of the George Gordon Sporting Complex User Group was held on 11 March 2021 
and the Minutes of the meeting are attached to this report for the information of Councillors. 

 

Officer Recommendation 

That Council notes the Minutes of the George Gordon Sporting Complex User Group 
Meeting held on Thursday 11 March 2021.  

Council Resolution 

That Council notes the Minutes of the George Gordon Sporting Complex User Group 
Meeting held on Thursday 11 March 2021. 

Moved  Cr. Nunan, Seconded Cr. Wheeldon 

CARRIED 
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9 REPORTS TO COUNCIL 

9.1 GENERAL MANAGER'S REPORT 

File Number: RPT/20/850 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Chloe Horne - Business Support Officer  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       

Summary 

The General Manager’s report details information pertaining to meetings attended and 
general information which are of public interest, and which have not been reported elsewhere 
in this agenda.  Items of note in this report are: 

1. OLG Circulars 

Circular 21-02 

2. Meetings 

As listed 

3. Upcoming meetings or events 

As listed 

4. Other items of note 

 

Recommendation 

That Council notes the information contained within the report from the General Manager.  

Council Resolution 

That Council notes the information contained within the report from the General Manager. 

Moved  Cr. Elstone, Seconded Cr. Evans 

CARRIED 
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9.2 REQUEST TO AMEND THE DATE OF JUNE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

File Number: RPT/21/171 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Chloe Horne - Business Support Officer  
 
Objective: 2.0 Wentworth is a desirable Shire to visit, live, work and invest 
Strategy: 2.1 Grow visitation to the Shire by developing a quality visitor 

experience and promoting our destination       

Summary 

The Mayor and General Manager have been nominated to attend the 2021 National General 
Assembly of Local Government in Canberra on 20-23 June 2021.  

The Ordinary Council Meeting is also scheduled for 23 June 2021. 

It is proposed that Council consider amending the date of the June Ordinary Council Meeting 
from 23 June 2021 to 30 June 2021 to allow the Mayor and General Manager to attend the 
2021 National General Assembly of Local Government which is scheduled for 20-23 June 
2021. 

 

Recommendation 

That Council amend the date of the June Ordinary Council Meeting from 23 June 2021 to 30 
June 2021.  

Council Resolution 

That Council amend the date of the June Ordinary Council Meeting from 23 June 2021 to 30 
June 2021. 

Moved  Cr. Wheeldon, Seconded Cr. MacAllister 

CARRIED 
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9.3 2021 FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT AUSTRALIA NATIONAL CONFERENCE 

File Number: RPT/21/186 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Chloe Horne - Business Support Officer  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.3 Prepare for natural disasters, biosecurity risks and climate 

change       
 

Summary 

The 2021 Floodplain Management Australia National Conference is being held from 26 May 
to 28 May 2021 online. This year’s theme is “Essential Knowledge for a Flood Resilient 
Future”. 
 

 

Recommendation 

That Council notes the report and determines whether to nominate a delegate to attend the 
2021 Floodplain Management Australia National Conference being held from 26 May to 28 
May 2021 online.  

Council Resolution 

That Council notes the report and determines whether to nominate a delegate to attend the 
2021 Floodplain Management Australia National Conference being held from 26 May to 28 
May 2021 online. 

Moved  Cr. Elstone, Seconded Cr. Nunan 

CARRIED 
  

Council Resolution 

That Council notes the report and secures attendance by way of one ticket. Upon receival of 
the Session Guide, Councillors are to nominate a delegate to attend each session 
individually.  

Moved  Cr. MacAllister, Seconded Cr. Wheeldon 

CARRIED 
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9.4 MONTHLY FINANCE REPORT  

File Number: RPT/21/174 
 
Responsible Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
Responsible Division: Finance and Policy  
Reporting Officer: Vanessa Lock - Finance Officer  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       
 

Summary 

Rates and Charges collections for the month of March 2021 were $728,193.75.  After 
allowing for pensioner subsidies, the total levies collected are now 74.77%.  For comparison 
purposes 73.34% of the levy had been collected at the end of March 2020.  Council currently 
has $29,016,242.07 in cash and investments. 
 

 

Recommendation 

That Council notes the monthly finance report.  

Council Resolution 

That Council notes the monthly finance report. 

Moved  Cr. Evans, Seconded Cr. Heywood 

CARRIED 
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9.5 MONTHLY INVESTMENT REPORT 

File Number: RPT/21/179 
 
Responsible Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
Responsible Division: Finance and Policy  
Reporting Officer: Hodi Beauliv - Manager Finance  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       
 

Summary 

As at 31 March 2021 Council had $20 million invested in term deposits and $12,538,200.35 
in other cash investments. Council received $13,308.59 from its investments for the month of 
March 2021. 

In March 2021 Council investments averaged a rate of return of 0.44% and it currently has 
$6,681,129.01 of internal restrictions and $15,936,363.24 of external restrictions. 
 

 

Recommendation 

That Council notes the monthly investment report.  

Council Resolution 

That Council notes the monthly investment report. 

Moved  Cr. MacAllister, Seconded Cr. Heywood 

CARRIED 
  
 

At 10:56am Councillor Peter Nunan left the meeting.
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9.6 TELSTRA LEASE RENEWAL - MALARRA TOWER POONCARIE 

File Number: RPT/21/178 
 
Responsible Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
Responsible Division: Finance and Policy  
Reporting Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring , supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       

Summary 
 

Recommendation 

That Council agrees to a new lease in-principle, subject to a final report to Council.  

Council Resolution 

That Council agrees to a new lease in-principle, subject to a final report to Council. 

Moved  Cr. Elstone, Seconded Cr. MacAllister 

CARRIED 
  
 
At 11:01am Councillor Peter Nunan returned to the meeting.  
 

At 11:02am Councillor Tim Elstone left the meeting. 
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9.7 WENTWORTH LOCAL ENVIRONMENTAL PLAN 2011 - PLANNING 
PROPOSAL TO REZONE PART OF LOT 1 DP 1193874, KELSO STATION, 
POONCARIE ROAD, WENTWORTH 

File Number: RPT/21/163 
 
Responsible Officer: Matthew Carlin - Director Health and Planning  
Responsible Division: Health and Planning  
Reporting Officer: Michele Bos - Strategic Development Officer  
 
Objective: 1.0 Wentworth is a vibrant, growing and thriving Shire 
Strategy: 1.2 Encourage and support population growth and resident 

attraction       

Summary 

Council resolved to continue to support this planning proposal at its Ordinary Meeting held 16 
September 2020. 

Following that resolution, a new Gateway Determination to proceed was issued by the 
Department of Planning, Industry & Environment to rezone part of Lot 1 DP 1193874 from 
RU1 Primary Production zone with a minimum lot size of 10,000 hectares to R5 Large Lot 
Residential zone with two minimum lot sizes of 7,500 square metres and 1.7 hectares. 

Public exhibition and state agency consultation has been conducted in accordance with 
Conditions 2 and 3 of the Gateway Determination. Six submissions were received from state 
agencies, including one objection.  

The report also advises that in accordance with Condition 5 of the Gateway Determination, 
Council is no longer the authorised plan making authority due to the outstanding objection. 
Therefore, in order for the Planning Proposal to be finalised, it must be referred to the 
Minister for Planning and Public Spaces for consideration, with a request for assistance with 
the preparation of the plan, including finalising and notifying the amendment on the 
legislative website. 

 

Recommendation 

That Council resolve to proceed with the Planning Proposal and refer the Planning Proposal 
to the Minister for Planning and Public Spaces for consideration of finalising the planning 
proposal, including preparation of the plan and notification of the amendment on the 
legislative website. 

That a division be called in accordance with S375A of the Local Government Act 1993 
(NSW).  

Council Resolution 

That Council resolve to proceed with the Planning Proposal and refer the Planning Proposal 
to the Minister for Planning and Public Spaces for consideration of finalising the planning 
proposal, including preparation of the plan and notification of the amendment on the 
legislative website. 

That a division be called in accordance with S375A of the Local Government Act 1993 
(NSW). 

Moved  Cr. Heywood, Seconded Cr. MacAllister 

CARRIED 
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 In accordance with Section 375A of the Local Government Act the Mayor called for a 
division. 

For the Motion : Clr.s Evans, Heywood, MacAllister, Nichols, Nunan and 
Wheeldon. 

Against the Motion:  Nil. 

 

 

At 11:06am Councillor Tim Elstone returned to the meeting. 
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9.8 DELEGATED AUTHORITY APPROVALS AS AT END OF MARCH 2021 

File Number: RPT/21/176 
 
Responsible Officer: Matthew Carlin - Director Health and Planning  
Responsible Division: Health and Planning  
Reporting Officer: Kerrie Copley - Administration Officer  
 
Objective: 1.0 Wentworth is a vibrant, growing and thriving Shire 
Strategy: 1.1 Grow the potential for business and industry to develop and 

expand       

Summary 

For the month of March 2021, a total of 21 Development Applications and three S4.55 
Modification Applications were determined under delegated authority by the Director Health 
& Planning.     

The estimated value of the determined developments was $6,767,078.00.  This brings the 
year to date total to 30 Development Applications and eight S4.55 Applications approved, 
with an estimated development value of $7,979,448.00. 
 

Recommendation 

That Council:  

a) Receives and notes the report for the month of March 2021; and 

b) Council publicly notifies, for the purposes of Schedule 1 Division 4 Section 20 (2) of 
the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979, the applications as listed in 
the attachment on the Wentworth Shire Council website. 

That a division be called in accordance with S375A of the Local Government Act 1993 
(NSW).  

Council Resolution 

That Council:  

a) Receives and notes the report for the month of March 2021; and 

b) Council publicly notifies, for the purposes of Schedule 1 Division 4 Section 20 (2) of 
the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979, the applications as listed in 
the attachment on the Wentworth Shire Council website. 

That a division be called in accordance with S375A of the Local Government Act 1993 
(NSW). 

Moved  Cr. MacAllister, Seconded Cr. Heywood 

CARRIED 

 In accordance with Section 375A of the Local Government Act the Mayor called for a 
division. 

For the Motion : Clr.s Elstone, Evans, Heywood, MacAllister, Nichols, Nunan 
and Wheeldon. 

Against the Motion:  Nil. 
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9.9 REDEVELOPMENT OF THE WENTWORTH CIVIC CENTRE PROJECT UPDATE 

File Number: RPT/21/180 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Rachael Withers - Subdivision Officer  
 
Objective: 1.0 Wentworth is a vibrant, growing and thriving Shire 
Strategy: 1.1 Grow the potential for business and industry to develop and 

expand       

Summary 

As part of the Office of Local Government (OLG) Capital Expenditure Review, quarterly 
project update reports are to be provided to Council. The report includes overall progress of 
the project, identifies any budget variances that may impact on the project, and also identifies 
any issues that may have an adverse impact on the works.  

Council allocated funding within the 2020-21 Operational Plan for the upgrade of the 
Wentworth Civic Centre. The upgrade was identified as a significant capital project.  

Council on 26 June 2019, accepted a tender from GSD Architects to undertake project 
management of the Civic Centre Redevelopment. Accordingly, GSD Architects were 
engaged to manage various phases of the redevelopment including planning, design, 
procurement, construction, commissioning and handover. A Council officer has been 
appointed to collaboratively work with GSD Architects. 

Council endorsed Concept 8 for the Wentworth Shire Civic Centre on 18 December 2019, 
after which the Concept Plan was further developed and finalised late in 2020. It is believed 
that the finalised Concept Plan incorporates functionality, serviceability and the inclusion of 
all required facilities to promote a space that employees, the local community and visitors 
successfully utilise. 

The State Library of New South Wales confirmed on 5 June 2020, that Council had been 
successful in securing $500,000.00 ex. GST in funding by way of the 2019/20 Public Library 
Infrastructure Grant.    

Council submitted on 2 September 2020, a funding application for the relocation of the 
Wentworth Visitor Information Centre to the Civic Centre, as part of Round 7 of the 
Resources for Regions Program. Funding of $941,023.00 ex. GST was requested.  

Council nominated the Wentworth Library Outdoor Riverfront Gathering Space as a project 
under Phase 2 of the NSW Government Local Roads and Infrastructure Program Extension, 
requesting funding in the amount of $487,539.00 ex. GST. Council await an official response 
from the Local Roads and Infrastructure Program. Should the project be successful in 
obtaining funding, works are to be completed by 31 December 2021.  

An application for funding in the amount of $713,339.00 ex. GST was submitted with Building 
Better Regions – Round 5 on 12 March 2021, for the Wentworth Community Space and 
Convention Centre. It is expected that funding announcements will be released mid-2021.  

It is proposed that two separate funding applications will be submitted by Council for Round 3 
of the Murray-Darling Basin Economic Development Program, inclusive of the Wentworth 
Community Space and Convention Centre.  

A further funding opportunity will be available via Round 4 of the Stronger Country 
Communities Fund, opening on 1 May 2021. 
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Wentworth Shire Council will host the Murray Darling Associations 77th National Conference 
and Annual General Meeting (AGM) from 16 to 19 May 2021. The conference is themed 
“Connecting Councils and Catchment” with an array of conference presenters expected to 
attend including experts from industry, government and community organisations who are all 
playing a critical role in shaping the future of Australia. The conference and AGM will be held 
within the Civic Centre building, being an opportunity to showcase the overall concept for the 
redevelopment.    

 

Recommendation 

That Council notes the information contained within this report.   

Council Resolution 

That Council notes the information contained within this report.   

Moved  Cr. Evans, Seconded Cr. MacAllister 

CARRIED 
  
 

At 11:19am Councillor Steve Heywood left the meeting.
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9.10 PROJECTS AND WORKS REPORT UPDATE - APRIL 2021 

File Number: RPT/21/173 
 
Responsible Officer: Geoff Gunn - Director Roads and Engineering  
Responsible Division: Roads and Engineering  
Reporting Officer: Tarryn Kampman - Coordinator Roads & Engineering  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.2 Plan for and develop the right assets and infrastructure       

Summary 

This report provides a summary of the projects and major works undertaken by the Roads 
and Engineering Department which have been completed during the month of March 2021.  

 

Recommendation 

That Council notes the major works undertaken for March and the scheduled works for April 
2021.  

Council Resolution 

That Council notes the major works undertaken for March and the scheduled works for April 
2021. 

Moved  Cr. Nunan, Seconded Cr. Elstone 

CARRIED 
   

At 11:20am Councillor Steve Heywood returned to the meeting.
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10 NOTICES OF MOTIONS / QUESTIONS WITH NOTICE 

1.1 IMMEDIATE CEASE OF ALL DISCOUNTING OF WASTE/LANDFILL FEES AT ALL 
APPLICABLE SHIRE LANDFILLS & WASTE TRANSFER STATIONS 

File Number: RPT/21/209   

 
 

Motion 

That the Wentworth Shire Council immediately ceases all discounting of waste/landfill fees at 
the Buronga Landfill and if applicable, at the Dareton and Wentworth Waste Transfer 
Stations.  
     

Council Resolution 

That Council admits for consideration a supplementary late Notice of Motion  from Councillor 
Peter Nunan as the information contained in the Notice of Motion is deemed to be of great 
urgency on the grounds that it requires a decision by the Council before the next scheduled 
Ordinary Meeting of Council.  

Moved  Cr. Nunan, Seconded Cr. Evans 

CARRIED 

 

Motion 

That the Wentworth Shire Council immediately ceases all discounting of waste/landfill fees at 
the Buronga Landfill and if applicable, at the Dareton and Wentworth Waste Transfer 
Stations.  

Moved  Cr. Nunan, Seconded Cr. Evans 

LOST 
 
 

10.1 PINK LAKES PROPOSAL UPDATE 

 Councillor Tim Elstone requested an update on the Pink Lakes Proposal.  

 

10.2 INTEGRATED WATER CYCLE MANAGEMENT PLAN TIMELINE  

 Councillor Tim Elstone questioned when the Integrated Water Cycle Management 
Plan will be completed.  

The Director Roads & Engineering advised that the works are due to be completed in 
six months.  

 

10.3 ELECTRONIC SIGNS DETAILING RESTRICTIONS OF ENTRY TO VICTORIA 

 Councillor Jane MacAllister questioned who is responsible for the cost, installation 
and removal of the electronic signs at the Abbotsford Bridge and George Chaffey 
Bridge detailing the restrictions of entry to Victoria. Councillor Jane MacAllister 
suggested that the responsible party should list contact information for visitors.  

The Director Finance & Policy advised that Council are not paying for the electronic 
signs.  

10.4 FALLEN TREE AT POMONA BOAT RAMP 
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 Councillor Bill Wheeldon advised that there is a fallen tree in the water at the Pomona 
Boat Ramp and has requested that either Council or Roads and Maritime NSW 
remove the tree as it is a safety concern.  

 

10.5 CEASE OF IN-PERSON COURT SERVICES 

 Councillor Bill Wheeldon had advised that since the retirement of the Court Registrar 
at Wentworth Local Court, services are now provided online. Councillor Bill Wheeldon 
has suggested that Council write to the Minister and Local Member advocating for in-
person services at Wentworth.  

 

10.6 WILLOWBEND CARAVAN PARK WORKS UPDATE 

 Councillor Bill Wheeldon requested that the works at the Willowbend Caravan Park be 
sped up.  

The General Manager advised that a Willowbend Advisory Committee meeting will be 
held on 27 April 2021 to discuss and further the designs.  

 

10.7 DUMPING OF RUBBISH IN SKIP BINS 

 Councillor Greg Evans advised that the skip bins within the Shire are overflowing with 
dumped rubbish and it is becoming an ongoing problem. Councillor Greg Evans 
suggested providing the skip bins with wheelie bins lockable lids to prevent the 
amount of rubbish being dumped. Councillor Jane MacAllister suggested that Council 
provide ratepayers one free tip token to prevent the amount of dumping. 

 

10.8 JUNCTION ISLAND ACCESS 

 Councillor Greg Evans suggested that Council begin investigating options for suitable 
access to Junction Island for machinery. This suggestion comes from the recent fire 
on Junction Island where pumps were being carted to Junction Island on hand held 
stretchers.  

 

10.9 CONSULTATION ON PROJECTS 

 Councillor Greg Evans requested consultation of projects be undertaken with the 
community as he is receiving many questions about the Buronga Effluent Disposal 
Station.  
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11 CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS – ADJOURNMENT INTO CLOSED 
SESSION 

Despite the right of members of the public to attend meetings of a council, the council 
may choose to close to the public, parts of the meeting that involve the discussion or 
receipt of certain matters as prescribed under section 10A(2) of the Local 
Government Act.  

With the exception of matters concerning particular individuals (other than councillors) 
(10A(2)(a)), matters involving the personal hardship of a resident or ratepayer 
(10A(2)(b)) or matters that would disclose a trade secret (10A(2)(d)(iii)), council must 
be satisfied that discussion of the matter in an open meeting would, on balance, be 
contrary to the public interest.   

The Act requires council to close the meeting for only so much of the discussion as is 
necessary to preserve the relevant confidentiality, privilege or security being 
protected. (section 10B(1)(a)) 

Section 10A(4) of the Act provides that a council may allow members of the public to 
make representations to or at a meeting, before any part of the meeting is closed to 
the public, as to whether that part of the meeting should be closed. 

Section 10B(4) of the Act stipulates that for the purpose of determining whether the 
discussion of a matter in an open meeting would be contrary to the public interest, it 
is irrelevant that:- 

(a)  a person may misinterpret or misunderstand the discussion, or 

(b)  the discussion of the matter may -  

(i)  cause embarrassment to the council or committee concerned, or to 
councillors or to employees of the council, or 

(ii)  cause a loss of confidence in the council or committee. 

 

Recommendation 

That Council adjourns into Closed Session, the recording of the meeting be 
suspended, and members of the press and public be excluded from the Closed 
Session, and that access to the correspondence and reports relating to the items 
considered during the course of the Closed Session be withheld unless declassified 
by separate resolution. 

This action is taken in accordance with Section 10A(2) of the Local Government Act, 
1993 as the items listed come within the following provisions:-: 

12.1 20 Millie Street Dareton. (RPT/21/181) 

This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section 10A(2) of the 
Local Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for 
business relating to (b) discussion in relation to the personal hardship of a resident or 
ratepayer. 

12.2 Plant Purchase - Approval of Tenders for purchase of a Landfill 
Compactor. (RPT/21/169) 

This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section 10A(2) of the 
Local Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for 
business relating to (c) information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial 
advantage on a person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) 
business.  On balance, the public interest in preserving the confidentiality of information 
about the tender outweighs the public interest in maintaining openness and 
transparency in council decision-making because disclosure of this information would 
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reveal pricing and confidential information submitted via the tender process which if 
disclosed would prevent council from achieving its 'value for money' objectives. 

12.3 Plant Purchase - Approval of Tenders for purchase of a Landfill 
Excavator. (RPT/21/170) 

This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section 10A(2) of the 
Local Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for 
business relating to (c) information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial 
advantage on a person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) 
business.  On balance, the public interest in preserving the confidentiality of information 
about the tender outweighs the public interest in maintaining openness and 
transparency in council decision-making because disclosure of this information would 
reveal pricing and confidential information submitted via the tender process which if 
disclosed would prevent council from achieving its 'value for money' objectives. 

12.4 Wentworth Aerorome Upgrade - Supply & Installation of Additional 
Taxiway & Apron Lighting for Stage 2 Construction. (RPT/21/172) 

This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section 10A(2) of the 
Local Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for 
business relating to (c) information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial 
advantage on a person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) 
business.  On balance, the public interest in preserving the confidentiality of information 
about the tender outweighs the public interest in maintaining openness and 
transparency in council decision-making because disclosure of this information would 
reveal pricing and confidential information submitted via the tender process which if 
disclosed would prevent council from achieving its 'value for money' objectives. 

Council Resolution 

That Council adjourns into Closed Session, the recording of the meeting be 
suspended, and members of the press and public be excluded from the Closed 
Session, and that access to the correspondence and reports relating to the items 
considered during the course of the Closed Session be withheld unless declassified 
by separate resolution. 

Moved  Cr. MacAllister, Seconded Cr. Elstone 

CARRIED 

 

Council moved into closed session at 11:42AM 
 

Council resumed into open session at 12:11PM 
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12 OPEN COUNCIL - REPORT FROM CLOSED COUNCIL 

12.1 20 MILLIE STREET DARETON 

File Number: RPT/21/181 
 
Responsible Officer: Matthew Carlin - Director Health and Planning  
Responsible Division: Health and Planning  
Reporting Officer: Matthew Carlin - Director Health and Planning  
 
Objective: 1.0 Wentworth is a vibrant, growing and thriving Shire 
Strategy: 1.2 Encourage and support population growth and resident 

attraction      

REASON FOR CONFIDENTIALITY 

This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section 10A(2) of the Local 
Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for business relating to (b) 
discussion in relation to the personal hardship of a resident or ratepayer.  
  
The General Manager advised that Council: 

a) Resolve to accept the quote from Morello Earthmoving of $19,297 excluding GST to 
demolish the dwelling and remove all asbestos and debris from the site; 

b) Resolve to place the cost of work as a debt on the land; and 

 c) Negotiate a payment plan with the owner of the land. 
 
 

At 11:54am Councillor Steve Heywood left the meeting.



ORDINARY MEETING MINUTES 14 APRIL 2021 

Page 30 

12.2 PLANT PURCHASE - APPROVAL OF TENDERS FOR PURCHASE OF A 
LANDFILL COMPACTOR 

File Number: RPT/21/169 
 
Responsible Officer: Geoff Gunn - Director Roads and Engineering  
Responsible Division: Roads and Engineering  
Reporting Officer: Allan Eastmond - Manager Works  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.2 Plan for and develop the right assets and infrastructure      

REASON FOR CONFIDENTIALITY 

This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section 10A(2) of the Local 
Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for business relating to (c) 
information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a person with whom the 
Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) business.  On balance, the public interest in preserving 
the confidentiality of information about the tender outweighs the public interest in maintaining 
openness and transparency in council decision-making because disclosure of this information would 
reveal pricing and confidential information submitted via the tender process which if disclosed would 
prevent council from achieving its 'value for money' objectives.  
  

The General Manager advised that Council accepts the tender from Tutt Bryant Option 2 for 
the supply of one Bomag BC772 RB-2 for the sum of $709,500.00 inc GST. 

That the purchase be included in the 2021/2022 Budget and be funded via an external loan. 
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12.3 PLANT PURCHASE - APPROVAL OF TENDERS FOR PURCHASE OF A 
LANDFILL EXCAVATOR 

File Number: RPT/21/170 
 
Responsible Officer: Geoff Gunn - Director Roads and Engineering  
Responsible Division: Roads and Engineering  
Reporting Officer: Allan Eastmond - Manager Works  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.2 Plan for and develop the right assets and infrastructure      

REASON FOR CONFIDENTIALITY 

This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section 10A(2) of the Local 
Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for business relating to (c) 
information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a person with whom the 
Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) business.  On balance, the public interest in preserving 
the confidentiality of information about the tender outweighs the public interest in maintaining 
openness and transparency in council decision-making because disclosure of this information would 
reveal pricing and confidential information submitted via the tender process which if disclosed would 
prevent council from achieving its 'value for money' objectives.  
  

The General Manager advised that Council accepts the tender from Tutt Bryant Option 2 for 
the supply of one SUMITOMO SH235SX-6 for the sum of $285,010.00 inc GST. 

That the purchase be included in the 2021/2022 Budget and be funded via an external loan. 

 

At 12:01pm Councillor Steve Heywood returned to the meeting.
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12.4 WENTWORTH AEROROME UPGRADE - SUPPLY & INSTALLATION OF 
ADDITIONAL TAXIWAY & APRON LIGHTING FOR STAGE 2 CONSTRUCTION 

File Number: RPT/21/172 
 
Responsible Officer: Geoff Gunn - Director Roads and Engineering  
Responsible Division: Roads and Engineering  
Reporting Officer: Samantha Wall - Projects Administration  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.2 Plan for and develop the right assets and infrastructure      

REASON FOR CONFIDENTIALITY 

This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section 10A(2) of the Local 
Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for business relating to (c) 
information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a person with whom the 
Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) business.  On balance, the public interest in preserving 
the confidentiality of information about the tender outweighs the public interest in maintaining 
openness and transparency in council decision-making because disclosure of this information would 
reveal pricing and confidential information submitted via the tender process which if disclosed would 
prevent council from achieving its 'value for money' objectives.  
     
The General Manager advised that Council  approves the supply and installation of additional 
taxiway and apron flood lighting at the Wentworth Aerodrome from Advanced Airport 
Lighting, as a variation to the original Contract PT1920/06 for the total of $330,400.40 inc 
GST. 
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13 CONCLUSION OF THE MEETING  

The Mayor closed the meeting at 12:13PM 

NEXT MEETING  

 12 May 2021  
 
 
 

 
…………………………… 
CHAIR  
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6 OUTSTANDING MATTERS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

6.1 OUTSTANDING MATTERS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

File Number: RPT/21/255 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Chloe Horne - Business Support Officer  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       

Summary 

The Outstanding Matters report provides details of activities raised at previous Council 
meetings that remain outstanding. 

Officer Recommendation 

That Council notes the list of outstanding matters as at 5 May 2021. 

Additional Information 

Nil 

Attachments 

1. Outstanding Actions report as at 5 May 2021⇩   



Item 6.1 - Attachment 1 Outstanding Actions report as at 5 May 2021 
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7 MAYORAL AND COUNCILLOR REPORTS 

7.1 MAYORAL REPORT 

File Number: RPT/20/859   
 

Summary 

The purpose of this report is to advise Council of meetings, conferences and appointments 
undertaken by Mayor Nichols for the period of 5 April 2021 – 30 April 2021. 
 

Recommendation 

That Council notes the information contained in the Mayoral report. 
 

Report 

The following table lists the meetings attended by Mayor Nichols for the period of 5 April 
2021 – 30 April 2021. 

Date Meeting Location 

6 April 2021 Mayoral Meeting Wentworth 

13 April 2021 Mayoral Meeting Wentworth 

13 April 2021 
Mildura Rural City Council & Wentworth Shire 
Council Mayor, Deputy Mayor and General 
Manager’s Meeting 

Wentworth 

13 April 2021 Wentworth Showgrounds User Group Meeting Wentworth 

14 April 2021 Pre-Meeting Briefing Ordinary Council Meeting Wentworth 

14 April 2021 Ordinary Council Meeting Wentworth 

19-21 April 2021 
Western Division Council’s Annual Conference 
& Annual General Meeting 

Broken Hill 

19 April 2021 Far West Joint Organisation Board Meeting Broken Hill 

22 April 2021 Meeting with Minister Pavey’s Team Wentworth 

27 April 2021 Willowbend Advisory Committee Meeting Wentworth 

27 April 2021 
Internal Audit & Risk Management Committee 
Meeting 

Wentworth 

27 April 2021 Mayoral Meeting Wentworth 

27 April 2021 
Opening of the Cultural & Environmental 
Immersion Centre 

Gol Gol 

 
 

Attachments 

Nil   
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8 REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES 

8.1 INTERNAL AUDIT & RISK MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

File Number: RPT/21/223 
 
Responsible Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
Responsible Division: Finance and Policy  
Reporting Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       

Summary 

A meeting of the Internal Audit & Risk Management Committee was held on 27 April 2021. 
The Minutes of the meeting are attached to this report for the information of Councillors. 

The Committee has requested that the Reporting Officer seeks resolutions of Council on the 
following: 

• Approval of the Quarterly Budget Review Statement 

• That the Mobile Food Van Policy be updated to include the following: 

o The Application Annual Fee and Renewal Application Annual Fee for the 

Mobile Vendor Permit be increased; 

o The Site per township is limited to one; 

o The approved Site within the township is distanced from current operating 

businesses; and 

o The hours of operation are extended to a maximum of 8 hours per day. 

o Once amended that the Policy be placed on public exhibition. 

• Endorse the Draft Legislative Compliance Policy 

The Committee has also requested Council notes the: 

• Strategic Risk Update; and 

• Quarterly Operational Plan Progress Report 

 

Officer Recommendation 

That Council: 

a) Approves the variations to the 2020/21 Operational Plan adopted at the Council 
meeting on 24 June 2020 

b) That the Mobile Food Van Policy be updated to include the following: 

a. The Application Annual Fee and Renewal Application Annual Fee for the 
Mobile Vendor Permit be increased; 

b. The Site per township is limited to one; 
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c. The approved Site within the township is distanced from current operating 
businesses; and 

d. The hours of operation are extended to a maximum of 8 hours per day. 

e. Once amended that the Policy be placed on public exhibition 

c) Endorse the Draft Legislative Compliance Policy 

d) Notes the quarterly progress report against the 2020/21 Operational Plan. 

Additional Information 

March Quarterly Budget Review 
The report and attachments presented to the Committee on the March Quarterly Budget 
Review are attached to this report.  If approved, the net result of variances for the March 
2021 quarterly review is a favourable operational variance of $383,461 and a favourable 
capital variance of $1,622,755. A total favourable budget variation of $2,006,216 and a 
favourable YTD variance of $147,000. 

Quarterly Operational Plan Progress Report  

A report on the progress with implementing the four year delivery program of Council is 
required to be presented at least every six (6) months (LGA s404(5)).  To streamline the 
process and align it with the Quarterly Budget Reporting, this report is now being presented 
each quarter, to provide a more comprehensive overview of the progress against projects 
when considering any changes to the budget.   

The quarterly progress report on Operational Plan activities for the third quarter of the 
2020/21 financial year is attached.  This report reflects on all actions up until 31 March 2021.   
 

Attachments 

1. Minutes - Internal Audit & Risk Management Committee Meeting 27 April 2021⇩  

2. Legislative Compliance Policy⇩  

3. Operational Plan Progress Report as at 31 March 2021⇩  

4. March Quarterly Budget Review Statement⇩   
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8.2 WILLOWBEND ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

File Number: RPT/21/234 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Chloe Horne - Business Support Officer  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       

Summary 

A meeting of the Willowbend Advisory Committee was held on 27 April 2021. The Minutes of 
the meeting are attached to this report for the information of Councillors. 

The Committee has requested that the Reporting Officer seeks resolutions of Council to 
endorse the detailed site plans to enable the project to advance to the tender stage. 

Officer Recommendation 

That Council endorse the detailed site plans to enable the project to advance to the tender 
stage.  

Additional Information 
From the presentation, Mick Hawtin from MH2 is to investigate the following for Committee 
consideration:  

• Water harvesting opportunities for stormwater 

• Solar panel options for the lighting bollards 

• Possibility of merging retaining wall options 2 (two step down) and 3 (seven degree 
ramp) 

• Investigate handrail options for all retaining wall options 

• Develop an in depth risk assessment for all retaining wall options 

• To complete indicative costing for the whole project 

Upon receival of indicative costing, the Committee will then discuss the possibility of closing 
Willowbend Caravan Park to complete at least all of Stage 1 works to avoid disruption to 
customers.  

Attachments 

1. Minutes - Willowbend Advisory Committee Meeting 27 April 2021⇩  

2. Willowbend Caravan Park Proposed Site Plans⇩   
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9 REPORTS TO COUNCIL 

9.1 GENERAL MANAGER'S REPORT 

File Number: RPT/20/851 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Chloe Horne - Business Support Officer  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       

Summary 

The General Manager’s report details information pertaining to meetings attended and 
general information which are of public interest, and which have not been reported elsewhere 
in this agenda.  Items of note in this report are: 

1. OLG Circulars 

Circulars 21-03 to 21-05 

2. Meetings 

As listed 

3. Upcoming meetings or events 

As listed 

4. Other items of note 

The NSW Electoral Commission have notified Council the indicative cost for a polling 
booth at Pooncarie for the upcoming Local Government Elections is $3000.  

 

Recommendation 

That Council 

1. Notes the information contained within the report from the General Manager. 

2. Determines whether a polling booth will be funded for the Local Government 
Elections at Pooncarie. 

3.  Determines whether Cr Evans attend the MDA National Conference. 

Detailed Report 

1. OLG Circulars 

Circular 21-03 

• A second round of improvements and additional functionality for the NSW Companion 
Animals Register (CAR) will be released on 12 April 2021. 

• OLG has sought clarification on a number of regulatory issues that arose from the 
introduction of the desexing date requirement in the Companion Animals Register 
(CAR) following the start of annual permits on 1 July 2020 

 • From 12 April 2021, councils will have the ability in the CAR to charge a late fee for 
lifetime registration payments made more than 28 days after the animal turns six 
months old. 
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• Further clarification is now available regarding the operation of annual permits as well 
as various implementation issues that councils have raised since the introduction of 
annual permits and the date of desexing requirement in the CAR. 

Circular 21-04 

• The maximum boarding house tariffs for 2021-22 have been determined. 
• The maximum interest rate payable on overdue rates and charges for 2021- 22 has 

been determined. 
• The section 603 certificate fee for 2021-22 has been determined. 
• The statutory limit on the maximum amount of minimum interest rates for 2021-22 has 

been determined for commencement on 1 July 2021. 
 
• Councils should incorporate these determinations into their 2021-22 rating structures 

and Operational Plan Statement of Revenue Policies. 

Circular 21-05 

• Councils are reminded of their cat management responsibilities and of available 
companion animal and responsible pet ownership resources. 

 
• Councils should review their companion animals’ management practices, particularly 

their cat management functions, to ensure they are meeting their legislative 
responsibilities and are performing their required functions under the Companion 
Animals Act 1998 (CA Act) and the Guideline on the Exercise of Functions under the 
Companion Animals Act. 

 
2. Meetings  

Following is a list of meetings or events attended by the General Manager for the period of 
5 April 2021 – 30 April 2021. 

Date Meeting Location 

6 April 2021 Mayoral Meeting Wentworth 

9 April 2021 
Meeting with Great Murray Darling Junction 
Interpretative Facility Inc. 

Wentworth 

9 April 2021 
Pooncarie Weir Discussion with NSW 
Fisheries 

Video Conference 

12 April 2021 
Coomealla Health Aboriginal Corporation 
Meeting Update  

Wentworth 

13 April 2021 Mayoral Meeting Wentworth 

13 April 2021 
Mildura Rural City Council & Wentworth Shire 
Council Mayor, Deputy Mayor and General 
Manager’s Meeting 

Wentworth 

14 April 2021 
Far West Joint Organisation General 
Managers Meeting 

Video Conference 

14 April 2021 Pre-Meeting Ordinary Council Meeting Wentworth 

14 April 2021 Ordinary Council Meeting Wentworth 

19-21 April 2021 
Western Division Council’s Annual 
Conference & Annual General Meeting 

Broken Hill 

19 April 2021 Far West Joint Organisation Board Meeting Broken Hill 

22 April 2021 Meeting with Minister Pavey’s Team Wentworth 

25 April 2021 Anzac Day Service Wentworth 
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27 April 2021 Willowbend Advisory Committee Meeting Wentworth 

27 April 2021 
Internal Audit & Risk Management 
Committee Meeting 

Wentworth 

27 April 2021 Mayoral Meeting Wentworth 

27 April 2021 Risk Follow Up with JLT Wentworth 

28 April 2021 
Business Continuity Plan Presentation with 
JLT 

Wentworth 

3. Events  

Following is a list of upcoming events, conferences or committee meetings, including out 
of region meetings where the Shire has been requested to attend in an official capacity.  
 

Date Meeting Proposed 
Attendees 

Location 

14 May 2021 Ribbon Cutting of Optus’ 
Event Turning On of Gol 
Gol’s First Mobile Tower 

Mayor Gol Gol 

16-19 May 2021 Murray Darling 
Association National 
Conference & Annual 
General Meeting 

Mayor, Deputy 
Mayor, Cr Steve 
Heywood, Cr Jane 
MacAllister & 
General Manager 

Wentworth 

17 May 2021 Dinner with Sir Angus 
Houston & Phillip Glyde of 
Murray Darling Basin 
Authority 

Mayor & General 
Manager 

Mildura 

18 May 2021 Far West Joint 
Organisation General 
Manager’s Meeting 

General Manager Video Conference 

20 May 2021 Wentworth Shire Health 
Interagency Group 
Meeting 

Cr Jane MacAllister Buronga  

20 May 2021 West Darling Arts Annual 
General Meeting 

Cr Greg Evans Video Conference 

25 May 2021 Mayoral Meeting Mayor, Deputy 
Mayor & General 
Manager 

Wentworth 

25 May 2021 Regional Emergency 
Management Committee 
Meeting 

General Manager Buronga 

26 May 2021 Staff Consultative and 
Workplace Health & 
Safety Committee Meeting 

General Manager Wentworth 

28 May 2021 Far West Joint 
Organisation General 
Manager’s Meeting 

General Manager Video Conference 

1 June 2021 Far West Joint 
Organisation General 
Manager’s Meeting 

General Manager Video Conference 
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1 June 2021 Mayoral Meeting Mayor, Deputy 
Mayor & General 
Manager 

Wentworth  

8 June 2021 Mayoral Meeting Mayor, Deputy 
Mayor & General 
Manager 

Wentworth 

8 June 2021 Murray Darling 
Association Region 4 
Ordinary Meeting & 
Annual General Meeting 

Deputy Mayor, Cr 
Steve Heywood & 
Cr Jane MacAllister 

Buronga 

15 June 2021 Far West Joint 
Organisation General 
Manager’s Meeting 

General Manager Video Conference 

15 June 2021 Mayoral Meeting Mayor, Deputy 
Mayor & General 
Manager 

Wentworth  

17 June 2021 Wentworth Shire Health 
Interagency Group 
Meeting 

Cr Jane MacAllister Buronga  

4. Other items of note 

• The NSW Electoral Commission have notified Council the indicative cost for a 
polling booth at Pooncarie for the upcoming Local Government Elections is 
$3000. Council is required to determine if they wish to proceed with having a 
polling booth at Pooncarie. 

• Cr Greg Evans has been appointed Vice President of the Western Division of 
Councils. Congratulations is extended to Cr Evans. At the March meeting of 
Council it was decided that the attendees for the Murray Darling Association 
would be Councils MDA Region 4 representatives. In light of Cr Evans 
executive appointment on the Western Division of Councils, Council need to 
determine if Cr Evans attends the upcoming MDA National Conference. 

 

Attachments 

1. OLG Circular 21-03⇩  

2. OLG Circular 21-04⇩  

3. OLG Circular 21-05⇩   
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9.2 2021 RIVER REFLECTIONS CONFERENCE 

File Number: RPT/21/230 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Chloe Horne - Business Support Officer  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       
 

Summary 

The 2021 River Reflections Conference will be held on 9 and 10 June 2021 in Griffith and 
virtually. The focus of the Conference will be Connecting Basin Communities, Industries and 
Ideas.  

Recommendation 

That Council: 

a) Determines attendees to the 2021 River Reflections Conference; and 

b) Determine if attendees will attend in person or virtually.  
 

Detailed Report 

Purpose 

The 2021 River Reflections Conference will be held on 9 and 10 June 2021 in Griffith and 
virtually. The purpose of this report is to bring the Conference to the attention of Council to 
determine attendees.  

Background 

The Murray Darling Basin Authority (MDBA) will launch the 2021 Annual Regional Water 
Conference series, River Reflections. The MDBA recognises that regional river communities 
have lived and worked with the river systems of the Murray Darling Basin for generations and 
River Reflections is about hearing from the diverse communities and industries of the Basin. 
The Conference will share innovations in water management, knowledge and lessons 
learned while celebrating achievements in water reforms.  

The Conference will be held on 9 and 10 June 2021 in Griffith with a virtual attendance 
option available (for Day One only).  

The registration price for the two-day Conference and dinner in Griffith is $80 for a full 
delegate. There is no registration cost for the one-day virtual option. 

Conclusion 

Attendance at the Conference would be beneficial to Council as mutual interests and issues 
will be discussed and it will also provide an opportunity to network with other MDBA 
delegates with similar issues.  

 
 

Attachments 

1. 2021 River Reflections Conference Program⇩   
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9.3 MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN WENTWORTH SHIRE 
COUNCIL AND MURRAY REGIONAL TOURISM BOARD 

File Number: RPT/21/257 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Gayle Marsden - Executive Assistant  
 
Delivery Program Objective: 2.0 Wentworth is a desireable Shire to visit, live, work and 

invest 
Delivery Program Strategy: 2.1 Grow visitation to the Shire by developing a quality visitor 

experience and promoting our destination       
 

Summary 

The Murray Regional Tourism Board was formed in 2010 to establish an overarching 
organisation to contribute to the development and growth of tourism in the region. 

The current Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the Murray Regional Tourism Board 
(MRTB) expires on 14 June 2021 and it is recommended to enter into a further three year 
MOU.  Councils along the Murray and the States of Victoria and New South Wales are 
partners with the Murray Regional Tourism Board. 
 

Recommendation 

That Council authorises the Mayor and General Manager to sign the Memorandum of 
Understanding between Wentworth Shire Council and the Murray Regional Tourism Board 
for a period of three years. 
 

Detailed Report 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to authorise the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding 
with the Murray Regional Tourism Board. 

Background 

Wentworth Shire Council has been operating with the Murray Regional Tourism Board 
(MRTB) under a Memorandum of Understanding.  Current Partners with the Murray Regional 
Tourism Board are Albury, Berrigan, Campaspe, Federation, Edward River, Gannawarra, 
Greater Hume, Mildura, Moira, Murray, Swan Hill, Wodonga and Wentworth Councils and the 
States of Victoria and New South Wales. 

The MRTB provides a united voice in regional tourism, a funding channel for State funds, a 
strong partnership with councils along the Murray River, and a strategic perspective for the 
region. 

Matters under consideration 

Each Council’s contribution varies with population and this Council’s contribution is as 
follows: 2021/22 $13539, 2022/23 $14271 and 2023/24 $14820. These amounts are 
included in the draft budget. 

Conclusion 

The three year MOU will complement strategies included in Council’s future four year 
Delivery Plan and assist in developing Council’s local tourism strategies and associated 
investment. 
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Attachments 

1. MOU Wentworth Shire Council and Murray Regional Tourism Board⇩   
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9.4 2021 LGNSW WATER MANAGEMENT CONFERENCE 

File Number: RPT/21/259 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Gayle Marsden - Executive Assistant  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.5 Recognise the importance of a healthy Murray-Darling River 

system       
 

Summary 

The annual Local Government NSW (LGNSW) Water Management Conference will be held 

from 7-9 July 2021 in Narrabri.  A broad range of information from a local government 

perspective on water management, issues associated with water supply and sewerage 

services provided by water utilities are presented at the conference. 

 

Recommendation 

That Council nominates delegates to attend the 2021 LGNSW Water Management 
Conference to be held in Narrabri from 7-9 July 2021. 
 

Detailed Report 

Purpose 

The LGNSW Water Management Conference attracts a cross section of delegates from 
NSW and interstate.  These include councillors and general managers, water managers and 
professionals, policy makers from government agencies and key industry stakeholders.  

Delegates will have the opportunity to find out about the latest water policy initiatives and 
trends, receive updates on emergent technical issues, benchmark, network and further their 
professional development and team building capabilities 

Matters under consideration 

Council is being requested to consider whether to send delegates to the 2021 LGNSW Water 
Management Conference. 

This year’s Conference focusses on building resilience and capability. The aim of this year’s 
conference is to help practitioners and elected members learn about ways in which they 
can build on the excellent work being undertaken in the industry and help set it up for the 
inevitable challenges of a changing climate in the future.  

In 2019 Council resolved to send three Councillors and the Director of Roads and 
Engineering to the conference. In 2020 one Councillor attended a virtual conference. 

 

Program highlights include: 

• case studies from councils and LWUs that have successfully implemented water 
infrastructure projects designed to improve resilience and capability. 

• learning how to manage the risks posed by mega drought 
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• the opportunity to hear from industry experts about the latest developments in the 
water sector 

• a site visit to recently completed state-of-the-art water augmentation and sewage 
treatments plants 

 

Attachments 

1. Water Management Conference Program⇩   
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9.5 DRAFT 2021/22 OPERATIONAL PLAN - ENDORSEMENT FOR PUBLIC 
EXHIBITION 

File Number: RPT/21/222 
 
Responsible Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
Responsible Division: Finance and Policy  
Reporting Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       

Summary  

In accordance with the Local Government Act 1993 (NSW) (the Act), Council must have an 
annual Operational Plan adopted for each financial year, outlining the activities to be 
undertaken in that year, to achieve the commitments outlined in the Delivery Program.  

The Operational Plan also includes the Statement of Council Revenue Policy and the Annual 
Fees and Charges in accordance with the Regulations. 

Recommendation 

1) That Council adopts the draft 2021/22 Operational Plan, which incorporates the: 
a) Operational Actions and Budgets; 
b) Summary Budgeted Financial Statement; 
c) 2021/22 Annual Statement of Revenue Parts A & B; and 
d) Rating Maps. 

2) That Council ratifies the FTE level of 132.45 Full Time Equivalent Employees. 
3) That Council endorses the proposed $8,400,000 of new borrowings. 
4) That Council gives notice of its intention to adopt the following rates and annual charges, 

which are contained within the draft 2021/22 Operational Plan:  

a) To make and levy an Ordinary Rate to comprise of a base rate and an ad valorem 
rating structure for residential, business and farmland categories of rates; 

b) To increase the Ordinary Rate by the maximum 2.00% rate pegged amount 
determined by the Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal of NSW (IPART); 

c) To increase waste water access charges by 2.00%; 

d) To increase raw and filtered water access charges by 2.00%; 

e) To increase domestic waste charges by 2.00%; 

f) To not increase water consumption charges; 

g) To levy the fees and charges established in Part B of the Annual Statement of 
Revenue; and 

h) To charge the maximum interest of 6.00% on overdue rates and charges as 
determined by the Minister for Local Government. 

That Council places all draft documents on public exhibition for a period of 28 days, as 
required under the Act. 

Detailed Report 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to adopt the draft 2021/22 Operational Plan which includes the 
Statement of Council Revenue Policy and the Annual Fees and Charges. 
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Background 

In accordance with the Act, Council must have an annual Operational Plan, for each financial 
year, outlining the activities to be undertaken in that year.   The Operational Plan includes the 
Statement of Council Revenue Policy, in accordance with the Regulations.   

The Operational Plan supports the Delivery Program and directly address the actions 
outlined in the Delivery Program and identifies projects, programs or activities that the 
Council will undertake within the financial year towards addressing these actions.   

The Operational Plan must allocate responsibilities for each activity and include a detailed 
budget for the activities to be undertaken in that year.   

In June 2017, Council adopted the 2027 Community Strategic Plan which outlined 
strategies to achieve the community vision of our region becoming a thriving region, 
supported by a robust economic base, distinctive open spaces, and strong local 
governance and leadership.  

Matters under consideration 

The draft 2021/22 Operational Plan sets out the Actions that Council will undertake during 
the financial year towards the Delivery Program.   

The key highlights of the draft 2021/22 Operational Plan are: 

Total Council Expenditure 

Total Council Expenditure for 2021/22 is proposed to be $55,109,308 based on: 

• Operating Expenditure -  $25,282,643  

• Capital Expenditure -  $29,826,665  

Capital Expenditure 
Capital Expenditure for 2021/22 of $29,826,665. Key Projects include: 

• $6,650,000 for the upgrade of the Pooncarie – Menindee Road 

• $5,489,875 for Road Renewals and upgrades 

• $5,250,000 for the upgrade of the Wentworth Civic Centre 

• $   691,515 for Water Infrastructure Projects  

• $   994,840 for Sewer Infrastructure Projects 

• $1,500,000 for replacement of plant and machinery 

• $1,037,539 for Local Roads & Community Infrastructure Projects 

• $1,250,000 for Stormwater Drainage Projects  

• $3,560,748 for projects funded from the Crown Lands Improvement Fund  

• $   783,268 for projects funded under the Stronger Country Communities Fund  

Proposed Capital Expenditure budget of $29,826,665 for 2021/22 is an increase of 
$2,738,585 or 10.11% on the adopted budget for 2020/21. It includes $4,465,000 of projects 
that had been budgeted to be completed or substantially completed in 2020/21 but have had 
to be re-budgeted for 2021/22.   

A project reserve fund of $1,000,000 has been established to provide matching funding to 
support grant applications as required. 

Operational Expenditure 

Proposed Operating Expenditure of $25,282,643 for 2021/22 is an increase of $156,000 or 
0.62% on the adopted budget for 2020/21.  

Resource Levels 
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The current Full Time Equivalent (FTE) staffing level of 132.45 will be maintained.  Total 
employment costs are forecast to be $10,291,365 for the 2021/22 financial year, an increase 
of $294,780. It should be noted that employee benefits and on-costs include salaries and 
wages, employee entitlements, superannuation, workers’ compensation, fringe benefit tax, 
uniform and recruitment costs.  

The current Local Government State Award increase for 2021/22 is 2%. This has been 
factored into the above employment costs. 

 

Cash Requirements 

Projected cash requirements for 2021/22 is $47,986,075 and comes from the following 
sources: 

• $41,554,004    2021/22 Operational Revenue 

• $  5,733,438 Borrowings 

• $     540,467 Retained Earnings 

• $     250,000 Restricted Reserve  

Borrowings 

Additional loan borrowings of $8,400,000 are proposed. The debt servicing ratio will be 
2.00%, which is well below the benchmark of 20% set by the Office of Local Government.  

Borrowings for the following projects have already been pre-approved in either previous or the 
current financial years but will not be drawn down on until 2021/22: 

• Stormwater Upgrades; and 

• Willowbend Caravan Park. 

Rates 

The Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal of NSW (IPART) determines the maximum 
rate increase allowable, which for 2021/22 is 2.00%.  

The draft Annual Statement of Revenue also contains the following required statements: 

• A statement of the types of fees proposed to be charged by Council; 

• A statement of Council’s proposed pricing methodology for determining the prices of 
goods and the approved fees under for services provided by Council; 

• The amounts of any proposed borrowings; 

• The sources from which they are proposed to be borrowed; and 

• The means by which they are proposed to be secured.  

The total amount of funds raised through the proposed rates and annual charges can be 
summarised as follows: 

Revenue Type 
2021/22 Proposed 

Budget 
Budget for 2020/21 

Rates and Annual Charges $9,370 million $8,900 million 

User Charges and Fees $5,286 million $5,026 million 

The proposed rates and annual charges outlined in the Operational Plan are: 

• Ordinary Rate increased by 2.00% (the maximum amount allowable); 

• Waste water access charges increased by 2.00%; 

• Raw and filtered water access charges increased by 2.00%; 



Ordinary Meeting AGENDA 12 May 2021 

Page 124 

• Domestic waste charges increased by 2.00%; and 

• No increase in water consumption charges. 

Remaining Cash Balance 
Council’s remaining cash balance as at 30 June 2022 is forecast to be $29,301,367 which is 
a net decrease of $698,633. The projected cash balances including restrictions are: 
 

Cash on Hand $  5,301,367 

Short Term Investments $17,000,000 

Long Term Investments $  7,000,000 

It should be noted, that approximately 83% of these funds are restricted funds (internal 
restrictions at 39% and external restrictions at 71% of total restrictions). 

Council has accumulated unrestricted cash reserves that have been wisely invested and 
when combined with the restricted funds, allows Council to earn an approximately $300,000 
in interested revenue per annum. This has put Council in the fortunate position to be able to 
use these cash reserves to help fund parts of the Capital Budget for 2021/22.   

The unrestricted cash funds are important as it is Council’s main buffer against unexpected 
events. These include but are not limited to: 

• Changes to Government policies that lead to reductions in grant funding; 

• Weather events that result in impacts on the infrastructure network; 

• Unexpected shifting of costs from other levels of Government; and/or 

• Economic downturn that results in reduced revenues or cash flow delays. 

Indicative contributions towards CSP Objectives 
The following table represents the alignment between the 2021/22 Budget Expenditure and 
the objectives and strategies established within the 2027 Community Strategic Plan. 

2021/22 Operational Plan 

(Indicative representation of council's expenditure towards CSP Objectives and Strategies) 
 

Strategy 
expenditure  

Objective 
Total 

1. Wentworth is a vibrant, growing and thriving Shire  $2,619,252 

1.1 Grow the potential for business and industry to develop     
and expand 

$481,170  

1.2 Encourage and support population growth and resident 
attraction $2,138,082  

2.  Wentworth is a desirable shire to visit, live, work and 
invest 

 $8,918,807 

2.1 Grow visitation to the Shire by developing a quality visitor 
experience and promoting our destination 

$3,915,137  

2.2 Enhance access to local health and aged care services $301,304  

2.5 Maintain /create desirable open spaces and recreation 
facilities. $4,702,366  

3. Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 
protect its physical and natural assets 

 $37,380,394 

3.1 Promote the efficient delivery of water supply, sewer and 
drainage services for the long term interests of future 
generations 

$6,830,740  

3.2 Plan for and develop the right assets and infrastructure $27,603,118  
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3.3 Prepare for natural disasters, biosecurity risks and climate 
change $71,000  

3.4 Reduce, reuse and recover waste $2,875,536  

4.  Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive 
community that is informed and engaged in its future 

 $6,250,856 

4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 
planning, decision-making and service delivery 

$6,250,856  

Total Budgeted Expenditure 2021/22 $55,169,308 $55,169,308 

Budget-year comparisons 

The following graph illustrates total Council Expenditure for 2021/22 compared to the 
previous budgets for 2019/20 and 2020/21 and the projected future budgets for 2022/23 and 
2023/24. 

 

Conclusion 

Council is being asked to endorse the draft 2021/22 Operational Plan for public exhibition.  
During the exhibition period the public are invited to provide feedback into the actions to be 
undertaken within the financial year.  Public submissions are also invited on the proposed 
Rates and Annual Charges, as outlined in the Annual Statement of Revenue, and the Annual 
Fees and Charges. 

The final version of all documents, together with all feedback received, will be presented to 
Council on the 30 June 2021.  

 

Attachments 

1. Draft 2021 - 2022 Operational Plan⇩   
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9.6 MONTHLY INVESTMENT REPORT 

File Number: RPT/21/224 
 
Responsible Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
Responsible Division: Finance and Policy  
Reporting Officer: Hodi Beauliv - Manager Finance  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       
 

Summary 

As at 30 April 2021 Council had $20 million invested in term deposits and $10,757,257.62 in 
other cash investments. Council received $9,293.89 from its investments for the month of 
April 2021. 

In April 2021 Council investments averaged a rate of return of 0.44% and it currently has 
$6,681,129.01 of internal restrictions and $17,219014.73 of external restrictions. 
 

Recommendation 

That Council notes the monthly investment report. 
 

Detailed Report 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to update Council on the current status of its investments. 

Matters under consideration 

As at 30 April 2021 Council had $30,757,257.62 invested with nine (9) financial institutions.   

Breakdown of Total Funds Available 

 Financial Institution  Amount % of Available Funds 

 AMP    $      3,011,667.08  9.79% 

 Bank of Queensland   $      1,000,000.00  3.25% 

 Bendigo Bank   $      3,736,315.61  12.15% 

 Commonwealth Bank   $      4,000,000.00  13.01% 

 IMB Bank   $      1,000,000.00  3.25% 

 Macquarie Bank   $      6,006,215.68  19.53% 

 Members Equity Bank   $      2,003,059.25  6.51% 

 National Australia Bank   $      6,000,000.00  19.51% 

Westpac  $      4,000,000.00  13.01% 

TOTAL  $     30,757,257.62  100.00% 
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Investments on Hand as at 30 April 2021 

     

Note: Ratings provided are from Moody’s and Standard & Poors Rating Agencies 

Term Deposits

 Investee 
 Date 

Invested 

 Date of 

Maturity 

 Effective 

Interest 

Rate 

 Amount Invested Rating

Bank of Queensland (6) 22/10/2020 22/07/2021 0.60% 1,000,000.00$     A2/BBB+

Bendigo Bank (1) 24/08/2020 20/05/2021 0.65% 1,000,000.00$     A2/BBB+

Bendigo Bank (7) 29/03/2021 27/09/2021 0.30% 1,000,000.00$     A2/BBB+

Commonwealth Bank 15/12/2020 15/06/2021 0.42% 1,000,000.00$     A1+/A

Commonwealth Bank (2) 15/01/2021 14/07/2021 0.37% 1,000,000.00$     A1+/A

Commonwealth Bank (3) 29/01/2021 26/10/2021 0.40% 1,000,000.00$     A1+/A

Commonwealth Bank (4) 11/02/2021 10/08/2021 0.35% 1,000,000.00$     A1+/A

IMB Bank 9/03/2021 9/06/2021 0.97% 1,000,000.00$     A2/BBB

Macquarie Bank 8/04/2021 7/10/2021 0.35% 1,000,000.00$     A2/BBB+

Macquarie Bank (3) 12/02/2021 14/05/2021 0.30% 1,000,000.00$     A1/A+

National Australia Bank (2) 9/02/2021 9/08/2021 0.35% 1,000,000.00$     A1+/AA-

National Australia Bank (3) 26/04/2021 22/11/2021 0.30% 1,000,000.00$     A1+/AA-

National Australia Bank (4) 31/08/2020 28/05/2021 0.75% 1,000,000.00$     A1+/AA-

National Australia Bank (6) 23/02/2021 19/01/2022 0.35% 1,000,000.00$     A1+/AA-

National Australia Bank (7) 29/03/2021 28/06/2021 0.30% 1,000,000.00$     A1+/AA-

National Australia Bank (8) 25/02/2021 21/01/2022 0.35% 1,000,000.00$     A1+/AA-

Westpac Banking Corporation (1) 24/02/2021 24/11/2021 0.30% 1,000,000.00$     A1+/AA-

Westpac Banking Corporation (2) 3/03/2021 3/12/2021 0.32% 1,000,000.00$     A1+/AA-

Westpac Banking Corporation (3) 8/03/2021 8/11/2021 0.30% 1,000,000.00$     A1+/AA-

Westpac Banking Corporation (4) 25/03/2021 25/02/2022 0.33% 1,000,000.00$     A1+/AA-

20,000,000.00$   

Other Cash Investments

 Investee 
 Date 

Invested 

 Date of 

Maturity 

 Effective 

Interest 

Rate 

 Amount Invested Rating

Bendigo Bank - Operating A/c N/A Ongoing 1,736,315.61$     A2/BBB+

AMP (11) 23/10/2020 Ongoing 0.55% 3,011,667.08$     A2/BBB+

Macquarie Bank (4) - Ongoing 3/12/2020 Ongoing 0.35% 4,006,215.68$     A1/A+

Members Equity Bank - Ongoing (5) 1/12/2020 Ongoing 0.40% 2,003,059.25$     A2/BBB

Total Other Cash Investments 10,757,257.62$   

Total Funds Available 30,757,257.62$   
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Restrictions 

Internal Restrictions  

  

          - Employee Entitlements   $    2,376,437.00   

          - Doubtful Debts   $       115,367.00   

          - Future Development Reserve   $    1,113,213.94   

          - Trust Account   $       576,111.07   

          - Capital Projects   $    1,000,000.00   

          - Plant Replacement Reserve   $    1,500,000.00   $    6,681,129.01  

 External Restrictions    

         - Water Fund   $    9,635,597.44   

         - Sewer Fund   $    2,676,239.88   

         - Developer Contributions Reserve   $        639,646.61   

         - Unexpended Grants    $    3,441,665.00   

         - Crown Reserves Reserve   $        289,128.84   

         - Loan Guarantee Reserve   $             3,162.86   

         - Prepayments Cemeteries   $        533,574.10   $  17,219,014.73  

 Day to Day Liquidity    $    6,857,113.88  

 Total Funds Available   $  30,757,257.62 
 
 

Breakdown 

 

 

Internal 
Restrictions

External 
Restrictions

Available 
Working Capital
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Summary – Unexpended Grants as at 30 April 2021 

Grant  Amount 

Pooncarie Weir  $        77,746.00  

RFS Repairs & Maintenance Grant   $        24,965.00  

State Library Infrastructure Grant  $      500,000.00  

WW Showgrounds Sewer Upgrade  $      339,732.00  

Crown Reserves Improvement Fund WW Caravan Park  $      679,316.00  

Crown Reserves Improvement Fund Astronomy Park  $        29,700.00  

Crown Reserves Improvement Fund Pooncarie Walking Track  $      339,732.00  

NSW Fixing Local Roads  $  1,450,474.00  

Total  $  3,441,665.00  

 

Total Funds Invested 

 

Two (2) term deposits and three (3) other accounts matured or provided interest in April 
earning Council $9,293.89 in interest. The revised budget for April was $20,916.67 following 
the reduction in interest revenue adopted in the September Quarterly Budget Review. Year 
to date Council has received $215,067.06 in interest. The revised year to date budget is 
$209,166.67. 
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Investment Revenue in April 2021 

 Investee   Date 
Invested  

 Date of 
Maturity  

 
Effective 
Interest 

Rate  

 Amount 
Invested  

 Interest 
Earned  

 Term Deposits            

Macquarie Bank  8/10/2020 8/04/2021 0.55%  $1,000,000.00   $2,742.47  

National Australia Bank 
(3)  

28/10/2020 26/04/2021 0.50%  $1,000,000.00   $2,465.75  

 Other Cash 
Investments          

 AMP (11)  23/10/2020  Ongoing  0.55%  $3,011,667.08   $ 2,044.89  

 Macquarie Bank (4) - 
Ongoing  3/12/2020  Ongoing  0.35%  $4,006,215.68  

 $ 1,360.59  

 Members Equity Bank 
- Ongoing (5)  1/12/2020  Ongoing  0.40%  $2,003,059.25  

 $   680.18  

 Total           $  9,293.89  

 

Investment Revenue received April 2021 
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Total Interest received July 2020 – June 2021 

 

For April 2021 Council’s investments returned an effective average rate of 0.43%.  Year to 
date the effective average rate has been 0.75%.  The budget for 2020-2021 was 1.50%, but 
this was reduced to 0.8% following the first Quarterly Budget Review to reflect the reduction 
in interest rates. 

Effective average Interest Rate 

 

Conclusion 

The Director Finance & Policy certifies that all investments have been made in accordance 
with the Local Government Act 1993 (NSW), Local Government (General) Regulations 2005 
and Council’s Investment Policy.  Council is investing its funds prudently to optimise returns 
and reduce exposure to risk in accordance with legislation and its own investment policy.    

Attachments 

Nil 
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9.7 MONTHLY FINANCE REPORT  

File Number: RPT/21/225 
 
Responsible Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
Responsible Division: Finance and Policy  
Reporting Officer: Vanessa Lock - Finance Officer  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       
 

Summary 

Rates and Charges collections for the month of April 2021 were $477,806.46.  After allowing 
for pensioner subsidies, the total levies collected are now 78.8%.  For comparison purposes 
75.47% of the levy had been collected at the end of April 2020.  Council currently has 
$30,757,257.62 in cash and investments. 
 

Recommendation 

That Council notes the Monthly Finance Report. 

 
 

Detailed Report 

The purpose of this report is to indicate to Council the position in relation to the rate of 
collections and the balance of cash books. 

Reconciliation and Balance of Funds held as at 30 April 2021 

The reconciliation has been carried out between the Cash Book of each fund and the Bank 
Pass Sheet as at 30 April 2021. 

 

Combined Bank Account

Cash Balance as at 1 April 2021 3,521,958.28$                      

Add: Receipts for the Period Ending 30 April 2021 3,442,957.13$                      

Rates, Debtors, Miscellaneous

Less: Payments for the Period Ending 30 April 2021

Cash Book entries for this Month 5,228,599.80$                      

Cash Balance at at 30 April 2021 1,736,315.61$                      

Investments 

Total Investments as at 30 April 2021 29,020,942.01$                   

TOTAL 30,757,257.62$                   
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Collection of Rates and Charges 

Rates and Charges collections for the month of April 2021 were $477,806.46. After allowing 
for pensioner subsidies, the total levies collected are now 78.8%.  A summary of the Rates 
and Charges situation as at 30 April 2021 is as follows. 

 

 

Note: For comparison purposes 75.47% of the levy had been collected at the end of April 
2020. 

 

Council Loans Report 
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Rates/Water write offs and adjustments 

Rates and charges that have been written off or adjustments made under the delegated 
authority of the General Manager for the month of April 2021. 

 

 

Overtime and Travelling 

 

 

Conclusion 

The report indicates to Council that its finances are in a favourable position. 
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Attachments 

Nil 
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9.8 AF003 REQUESTS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE  

File Number: RPT/21/226 
 
Responsible Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
Responsible Division: Finance and Policy  
Reporting Officer: Ricki Martin - Administration Officer Finance & Policy  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       
 

Summary 

Council has provided an allocation of $170,000.00 for the 2020/21 financial year for the 
consideration by Council, for the funding of requests from the community for financial 
assistance.  In this financial year, $99,401.00 has been granted to a variety of organisations 
through the annual fees and charges “Exemptions from the Application” process.  The total 
value of requests granted so far for this financial year totals $30,845.23. 

The total value of requests for this May 2021 funding application period totals $17,778.63, 
which if granted in full, would leave a balance in the Donations, Contributions and Grants 
fund of $21,975.14. 
 

Recommendation 

That Council having considered the current requests for financial assistance, makes 
appropriate recommendations on the level of funding to be provided to each of these 
applications, from the Donations, Contributions and Grants program. 
 

Detailed Report 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to consider requests for financial assistance that have been 
received within the current application period. 

Background 

Council’s ability to make financial contribution and/or in-kind assistance are set out in Section 
356 of the Local Government Act 1993. To assist Council in its compliance requirement, 
Council has adopted a Donations, Contribution and Grants Policy (AF003), and has provided 
a funding allocation of $170,000.00 for the 2020/21 financial year. In this financial year 
$99,401.00 has been granted to a variety of organisations through the annual fees and 
charges “Exemption from the Application” process, as outlined in Appendix A – Bodies 
Granted Exemptions, Fees and Charges 2020/21. 

Matters under consideration 

In this current application period, there have been ten (10) requests for assistance received 
from community organisations. The total value of the requests under consideration is 
$17,778.63, which if granted in full would leave a balance of $21,975.14 for the remainder of 
2020/21. 

Options  

Based on the information contained in this report, the options available to address this matter 
are to:  

(a) consider granting the full value of all requests; or 
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(b) consider reducing or declining some applications. 
 

Attachments 

1. DCG Donations Contributions & Grants Applications List (Under Seperate 
Cover)⇨  

2. DCG Donations Contributions & Grants Applications (Under Seperate Cover)⇨   

../../RedirectToInvalidFileName.asp?FileName=OC_12052021_ATT_EXCLUDED.PDF#PAGE=4
../../RedirectToInvalidFileName.asp?FileName=OC_12052021_ATT_EXCLUDED.PDF#PAGE=5
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9.9 DETERMINATION OF COUNCILLOR REMUNERATION FOR 2021/2022 

File Number: RPT/21/229 
 
Responsible Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
Responsible Division: Finance and Policy  
Reporting Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       

Summary 

The Local Government Remuneration Tribunal has determined a 2% increase to the Mayoral 
and Councillor fees for the 2021/22 financial year, with effect from 1 July 2021.  

Sections 248 and 249 of the Local Government Act 1993 require Councils to fix and pay an 
annual fee based on the Tribunal’s determination for the 2021/22 financial year. If a Council 
does not fix a fee, the Council must pay the minimum fee determined by the Tribunal. 

The Remuneration Tribunal classifies the Wentworth Shire Council as a Rural Council. As 
such, the minimum fee for a Councillor is $9,370 and the maximum allowable is $12,400. In 
addition to the fee paid as a Councillor, the minimum fee payable to the Mayor is $9,980 and 
the maximum fee is $27,060.   

In June 2020, Council resolved to increase the fees for the 2020/21 to the maximum amount. 
The fees for 2020/21 are $12,160 for Councillors plus an additional $26,530 for the Mayor. 

Recommendation 

That Council sets the level of fees to be paid to the Councillors and Mayor in accordance 
with the schedule of fees determined by the Local Government Remuneration Tribunal. 

Detailed Report 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to advise Council of its obligation under the Local Government 
Act 1993 to determine and fix the annual fee payable to the Councillors and Mayor for the 
2021/2022 financial year. 

Matters under consideration 

The Local Government Remuneration Tribunal has determined there will be a 2% increase to 
Councillor and Mayoral fees for the 2021/22 financial year. The levels of fees depend on 
which category the Council is in, with Wentworth being classified as a Rural Council.  

The schedule of fees is shown in the table below. (It should be noted that the fee payable to 
the Mayor/Chairperson is in addition to the fee paid to the Mayor as a Councillor (s.249 (2)). 
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In accordance with the schedule of fees shown above, the fee payable for each Councillor 
would range from $9,370 to $12,400. The fee payable to the Mayor would be an additional 
amount of between $9,980 and $27,060. If Council does not fix a fee, then Council must pay 
the minimum fee determined by the Tribunal. 

Options  

Based on the information contained in this report, the options available to address this matter 
are to:  

a) Set the maximum fee allowable for Councillors and the Mayor; or 

b) Set an alternative fee for Councillors and the Mayor within the minimum and 
maximum range allowable.  

Legal, strategic, financial or policy implications 

If Council does not fix a fee, then Council must pay the minimum fee determined by the 
Tribunal. 

Conclusion 

In accordance with the Local Government Act 1993, Council is to set the annual fee to be 
paid to each of the Councillors and the Mayor. The schedule of fees shows the minimum and 
maximum amounts payable, with Wentworth being designated as a Rural Council. 

 

Attachments 

Nil 
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9.10 LICENCE AGREEMENT TO OCCUPY, SECURE AND MAINTAIN PORTION OF 
ALICE STREET WENTWORTH 

File Number: RPT/21/239 
 
Responsible Officer: Matthew Carlin - Director Health and Planning  
Responsible Division: Health and Planning  
Reporting Officer: Matthew Carlin - Director Health and Planning  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.5 Recognise the importance of a healthy Murray-Darling River 

system       

Summary 

An application for a licence agreement has been received by Council to occupy a portion of 
the Alice Street road reserve in Wentworth. 

The portion of land they wish to have a licence over is approximately 1590m2 and is situated 
on Alice Street adjacent to the residence of the applicant being 62 Cadell Street Lot 1 DP 
860635 Wentworth. 

 

Recommendation 

That Council approves the application to occupy a portion of the Alice Street road reserve in 
Wentworth subject to conditions 

Detailed Report 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to is to advise Council that an application has been received to 
occupy an area of road reserve and to determine the outcome of the application. Attachment 
1 indicates the proposed area as outlined in red. 

Background 

The applicant has applied for a licence agreement to occupy a portion of Alice Street, being 
an area of approximately 1590m2 running adjacent to her property at 62 Cadell Street Lot 1 
DP 860635 Wentworth. 

The applicant has noted in their supporting documentation that any Council infrastructure will 
not be impacted by this licence agreement. The applicant has also cited issues around an 
increase in the number of visitors to the Shire who are walking through their private property 
assuming it is part of the river/levee bank area.  

Matters under consideration 

Given the areas proximity to junction park and the number of tourists and visitors to the area, 
the applicant is willing to fence off a part of the area for security, privacy and to enable the 
area to be maintained to reduce fire and snake hazards.  

Options  

Based on the information contained in this report, the options available to address this matter 
are to:  

a) Approve the application subject to Conditions; or 

b) Refuse the application. 
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Legal, strategic, financial or policy implications 

Access for inspection and maintenance of Council Assets needs to be provided at all times. 

Conclusion 

Based on the request of the applicant and nature of information contained in this report, the 
best outcome would be for Council to enter into licence agreement with conditions for the 
portion of land identified in the attachments  

Attachments 

1. Site map⇩   



Item 9.10 - Attachment 1 Site map 
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9.11 DELEGATED AUTHORITY APPROVALS AS AT END OF APRIL 2021 

File Number: RPT/21/240 
 
Responsible Officer: Matthew Carlin - Director Health and Planning  
Responsible Division: Health and Planning  
Reporting Officer: Kerrie Copley - Administration Officer  
 
Objective: 1.0 Wentworth is a vibrant, growing and thriving Shire 
Strategy: 1.1 Grow the potential for business and industry to develop and 

expand       

Summary 

For the month of April 2021, a total of six Development Applications and six S4.55 
Modification Applications were determined under delegated authority by the Director Health 
and Planning.     

The estimated value of the determined developments was $436,627.00.  This brings the year 
to date total to 36 Development Applications and fourteen S4.55 Applications approved, with 
an estimated development value of $8,416,075.00. 

 

Recommendation 

a) That Council receives and notes the report for the month of February 2021. 

b) That Council publicly notifies, for the purposes of Schedule 1 Division 4 Section 20 (2) of 
the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979, the applications as listed in the 
attachment on the Wentworth Shire Council website. 

c) That a division be called in accordance with S375A of the Local Government Act 1993 
(NSW).  

Detailed Report 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with a list of Development Applications as 
tabled in Attachment 1, determined under delegated authority by the Director Health and 
Planning for the month of February 2021, hence complying with the requirements under 
section 3.20 of the Office of Local Government Promoting Better Practice Program.  

Conclusion 

The total value of determinations was $436,627.00 for the month of April 2021. The average 
determination time was 27 days. 

Attachments 

1. April 2021 Determinations⇩   



Item 9.11 - Attachment 1 April 2021 Determinations 
 

Page 237 

 
  



Item 9.11 - Attachment 1 April 2021 Determinations 
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9.12 PROJECTS AND WORKS REPORT UPDATE - MAY 2021 

File Number: RPT/21/232 
 
Responsible Officer: Geoff Gunn - Director Roads and Engineering  
Responsible Division: Roads and Engineering  
Reporting Officer: Tarryn Kampman - Coordinator Roads & Engineering  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.2 Plan for and develop the right assets and infrastructure       

Summary 

This report provides a summary of the projects and major works undertaken by the Roads 
and Engineering Department which have been completed during the month of April 2021.  

Recommendation 

That Council notes the major works undertaken for April and the scheduled works for May 
2021. 

Detailed Report 

Refer to below for updates of the works completed in April 2021 and planned activities 
scheduled for May 2021. 
  

Projects and Works Update for April 2021 

Roads 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Road 

• Major reconstruction works for TfNSW on a 1.5km section of highway near 
Mallee Fowl Rest Area. Work continues through from March with new 
stabilized pavement and two 130mm lifts of Class 1 material with sealing 
to be applied early May. 

• Works started on Garston Road and High Darling Link Road. Both Garston 
and High Darling are nearing completion with sealing works set for mid to 
late May. 

• Contractor has completed works on Adelaide Lane and sealing of 
pavement schedule for first week May. 

• Tenders closed Friday 23 April for the 6km reconstruction works on 
Milpara Road between Silver City Highway and Anabranch Mail Road. 
Council received eight submissions from local and out of town businesses.  
Tender Evaluation has been completed with a report compiled and 
submitted for approval at the May Council meeting. 

• Tenders closed Friday 23 April for the 6.5km reconstruction works on High 
Darling Road commencing at Silver City Highway. Council received eight 
submissions from local and out of town businesses.  Tender Evaluation 
has been completed with a report compiled and submitted for approval at 
the May Council meeting. 

• Works to recommence on the second week of April on Garston Road and 
High Darling Link Road reconstruction. 

• Continuation of the Sturt Highway Segment 40 construction works for 
1.5km section.  

Maintenance Grading  

• Planned maintenance grading was undertaken on the following roads 
throughout April: Belvedere, Springwood, Arumpo and Pooncarie - 



Ordinary Meeting AGENDA 12 May 2021 

Page 240 

Safety 
Officer 

 

Menindee Road. 
Tristate Heavy Vehicle Road Safety Forum  

• Around 60 people attended the Tristate Heavy Vehicle Road Safety Forum 
on Thursday 22 April 2021.   

• Presentations included NSW & Vic Police, Mental Health in the workplace, 
Heart Health awareness, National Heavy Vehicle Regulators, SuniTAFE 
SMART Farm tour and robotic intelligence presentations.   

• The annual event is a 3 way partnership between the Local Government 
Road Safety Program NSW (funded by Transport for NSW & Wentworth 
Shire Council), Community RoadSafe Mildura (funded by Victorian 
Department of Transport) and SuniTAFE (Major Sponsor).   

• Plans are already underway for the next event following strong supporting 
feedback from attendees and presenters alike.  

 
Road Safety Infrastructure around NSW Schools 

• TfNSW invited nominations Federal Funding for Road Safety Infrastructure 
around NSW Schools. 

• Minor infrastructure typically for pedestrian infrastructure in school zones 
or on walking routes to school including (but not limited to): Conversion of 
existing pedestrian crossings to raised (wombat crossings), Installation of 
pedestrian refuges, kerb ramps and kerb blisters, Pedestrian fencing, 
Intersection works to improve pedestrian safety 

• Projects have been nominated for Buronga, Wentworth, Palinyewah and 

Dareton Public Schools.  
 

Projects Wentworth Aerodrome Upgrade  

• Stage 2 installation of drainage kerb and channel to be completed 23 April 
2021.  

• Asphalt and spray seal surfacing of Stage 2 areas programmed for the first 
week of May.  

• Commissioning of runway, apron and taxiway lights. 

• Extension of taxiway lighting for Stage 2 works to commence. 
 
Adelaide Lane 

• Stormwater installation to be completed. 

• Road base layer constructed and prepared for Bitumen sealing scheduled 
for second week May.   

 
Buronga EDS 

• Sewer pit lined to prevent possible sewerage links into the river water 
table. 

• Electrical conduits and pit plumbing installed.  
Buronga Pump Track 

• Works awarded to Synergy Trails to design and construct the Buronga 
Pump Track. 
 

Buronga Riverfront – estimated completion May 2021 

• Contractor has commenced construction undertaking the following works: 
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o Installation of paths 

o Installation of table settings  

o Installation of concrete pads 

o Part installation of playground elements 

o Part installation of vegetation 

• Filtered and raw water mains trenched and installed to Nature Play Area. 

• Hardscape item list finalised. 
 
Dareton Travellers Rest -completion June 30 

• Request for Quote (RFQ) has been issued for supply & construction. 
There has been limited response due to the high demand of similar works 
in the region and the short timeframe. Many contractors have declined to 
quote.  

• RFQ has been issued for the new granite war memorial. There has been 
limited response with 2 out of 3 monumental masons declining to quote. 
Lead time on the granite monument is 8-10 weeks plus engraving and 
install. An August supply & install has been suggested for the monument. 

• Ads were placed in the Sunraysia Daily and Facebook to increase 
exposure and attract interest last week. 

 
Dareton Town Entry Tree Corridor - completion June 30 

• Trees have been ordered.  

• Irrigation connections to be confirmed. 

• Parks & Gardens team have been assigned the beautification project. 
 
Fotherby Park BBQ And Picnic Table 

• Slight delay in awarding contract due to confirmation regarding funding 
increase for additional works identified. 

• Contract has been awarded with works scheduled to be completed by 30 
May. 

 
George Gordon Netball Courts 

• LUX testing completed on both old and new courts. Light fittings arranged 
to suit proposed 200 lux average. 

• Surface repairs undertaken on the damaged courts. Repair works are only 
suitable for the short term due to limited availability of contractor. A quote 
has been requested from the court repair contractor to undertake a clean, 
single coat, and line marking of the two new netball courts. 

 
George Gordon Oval Fencing - completion by Friday 7 May 

• All perimeter fencing is complete. Oleander Drive gates have been 
installed. 

• Concrete plinth was poured for the old Mitchell Ave entry. 

• Mitchell Ave entry gates are currently being fabricated / welded with 
installation planned for May. 

 
Gol Gol Shared Path – completion April 2021 

• William Street section from Tapio St to School crossing completed. 
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• Tapio St section between Adelaide St and William Street completed up to 
Adelaide Street corner. 
 

Junction Island Bridge 

• The existing bridge has been inspected with GPS levels taken 

• Project history reviewed 

• Early stage design concepts being developed, including allowance for 
maintenance machinery access. 

Midway Drive Stormwater 

• Stormwater infrastructure installed through to Basin 3, north of Pitman 
Avenue.  

• Minor earthworks undertaken near Basin 3 outlet for improved outlet 
conditions. 

• Pitman road crossing installed, backfilled, and sealed. 

• Bulk works predominately completed. 
Mourquong Water Main Extension - completion end of June 

• Contractor quotes under review, with contractor to be awarded end of 
April.  

• Amended design plans submitted to TfNSW for approval. TfNSW have 
requested that the pipeline to be >10m from the edge of the road.  

• Property boundaries have been surveyed. Location of property 
connections have been confirmed and pegged.  
 

Pitman Avenue and Wood Street Shared Paths – completion June 2021  

• Wood Street works commenced from King St. Path to Tapio St is 
completed. 
 

Wentworth All Day Care Centre Redevelopment (design stage) 
• Tender issue plans near complete prior to final review. 

• Amended Development Application (DA) submitted to Council to reflect 
the required changes to the centre 

• Crown Land owners’ consent being sought to allow DA to be progressed. 

 

Wentworth Bowling Green Remedial Works  

• Council is working with the Contractor and the Wentworth Bowling Club to 
achieve the best outcome for the remediation works. 

  
Wentworth Riverfront BBQ and Nature Play Area 

• New 3 phase meters for Rowing Club Building and Public Distribution Area 
(reserve) organised. 

• Proposed new plans provided to contractor for playground area. Additional 
works variation cost requested. 

 
Wentworth Riverfront Houseboat & Rowing Mooring 

• The contractor has received a signed copy of the contract and purchase 
order raised for the construction works. 

• Order has been placed for the steel sheet pilings.  
 
Wentworth RV Dump Point 

• Works at the RV dump point completed, including the following: 
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o Concrete driveway between two turning circles.  

o Sewer and filtered water connection completed. 

o Edge works between concrete and old pavement sealed.  

o Dump point operational. 

 
Wentworth Show Grounds Tower & Shade Structures 

• Request for quotes (RFQ) have been sent out for demolition of existing 
structure, quotes to be received by Monday 3 May 

• NTSCORP notification sent 

• REF required for shade structure only – completed. 

 
Willow Bend Caravan Park Upgrade 

• Detailed design for filtered water, raw water, sewer, electrical, irrigation, 
and fire services near completion.  

• Consultant to provide plans and cost estimation early May. 

• Caravan Park Committee meeting undertaken. 

• Draft REF, DA, and tender documentation prepared. 
Willow Bend Caravan Park Upgrade – Camp Kitchen 

• Rain water tank on site – plumber currently on-site undertaking storm 
water connections, roof flashing works and gutter guard instalment. 

• Contract awarded for sliding door instalment to camp kitchen – the 
contractor has advised Council they will commence work in 6 weeks.  

• Completion date anticipated end of May. 
 

Projects and Works scheduled for May 2021 
 
Roads 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Road 
Safety 
Officer 

 

 

 

• Sealing works programmed with Council’s contractor for mid to late May 
on Garston Road and High Darling Link Road reconstruction. 

• Continuation of Sturt Highway Segment 40 Rehabilitation works with 
sealing of pavement for first 500 metre section programmed for first week 
of May. TfNSW have confirmed the continuation of the project with a 
further 2.5 kilometer’s of work to be completed bringing the total 
rehabilitation works to 3 km. 

• Road upgrade works at Mallara Street, Pooncarie to commence late May. 

Maintenance  

• Maintenance grading planned to be undertaken in May on the following 
roads; Karpa Kora, Wilkurra, and Arumpo Road. 

 
National road safety week 2021 

• Council’s Towards Zero flags have been installed on the bridges for the 
month of May to include National Road Safety Week is 16 – 23 May  

• National Road Safety Week is an annual initiative from the Safer 
Australian Roads and Highways (SARAH) Group, partnering road safety 
organisations and Government. The week highlights the impact of road 
trauma and ways to reduce it. 

• This year the week coincides with the Murray Darling Conference in 
Wentworth so we are leveraging the increased exposure of the week.  
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• The Ruby Paddle Steamer will be lit up in Yellow on Sunday night 16 May 
with official photographer engaged to capture the iconic scene and 
delegates who pledge to drive so others survive.  

• Council’s Road Safety Officer will partner with Community Road Safe 
Mildura at the Mildura Field Days 21-22 May with a range of materials and 
activities.  

Free Cuppa for the Driver 

• 23 local cafes, Pubs and attractions signed up to provide free cuppas for 
travellers throughout March, April and May.  

• Drivers who’ve travelled more than 100km from their home address on 
their licence are eligible for a free cuppa at any outlet in regional NSW that 
has signed up to the campaign. 

• WSC had an outstanding uptake on the program with 96% of invited 
businesses participating.  

• Feedback on the campaign will be gathered in the coming months to 
assess its success in our shire and across the 12 participating shires.  

 
Projects  

 
Wentworth Aerodrome Upgrade  

• All kerb and channel and drainage upgrade works have been completed. 

• All asphalt works on Stage 2 apron areas to be completed first week May. 

• All sealing works on the new access road and taxiway extension to be 
completed second week May.  

• Continuation of stage 2 lighting upgrade works continuing through May.  
 
Buronga EDS 

• Completion of slab works, including: 

o Mesh 

o Concrete 

o Installation of fence 

o Installation of electrical stand and switchboard  

 
Buronga Pump Track 

• Detailed design to be completed through May. 
 
Buronga Riverfront – estimated completion May 2021 

• Construction of softscape items to continue 

o Vegetation, path works, logs, etc. 

• Construction of hardscape items to continue. 

o Playground equipment, signage, shade structures 

 
Gol Gol Shared-way  

• Works along Adelaide Street to be completed in May. 
 
James King Park Play Equipment - completion end of May  

• Installation to commence Wednesday 26 May. 
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• Request For Quote (RFQ) has been issued for concrete edging to enclose 
the new and existing play areas. 

 
Junction Island Bridge 

• Early stage design concepts to be assessed 

• Scope project and develop tender documentation prior to call for tenders.  
 
Midway Drive Stormwater 

• Stormwater side entry pits on Midway drive to be completed through May 
to close out project. 
 

Mourquong Water Main Extension - completion end of June 

• Quotation awarded project due to commence start June.  
 

Pitman Avenue and Wood Street Shared Paths – completion June 2021  

• Tapio to Burns St section to be completed in May. 
 
Wentworth Bowling Green Remedial Works  

• Oasis Unmatched to complete remedial works through May. 
 
Wentworth Riverfront BBQ and Nature Play Area 

• Agreed playground location to be excavated week of May 10. 

• Playground installer scheduled for week of May 17.  

• Remaining electrical works to be finalised through May. 

• Shade structures to be installed towards the end of May. 
 
 
 
Wentworth Show Grounds Tower and Shade Structures 

• Awarding of works for the demolition of the existing structure to be done 
second week May.  

 
Willow Bend Caravan Park Upgrade 

• REF and DA to be completed early May. 

• Tender documentation to be completed May. 

 

Attachments 

1. Attachment 1 - Projects and Works Photo Update⇩  

2. Attachment 2 - Dareton Traveller's Rest Concept Design⇩   

 



Item 9.12 - Attachment 1 Attachment 1 - Projects and Works Photo Update 
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10 NOTICES OF MOTIONS / QUESTIONS WITH NOTICE 

Nil  
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11 CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS – ADJOURNMENT INTO CLOSED 
SESSION 

Despite the right of members of the public to attend meetings of a council, the council 
may choose to close to the public, parts of the meeting that involve the discussion or 
receipt of certain matters as prescribed under section 10A(2) of the Local 
Government Act.  

With the exception of matters concerning particular individuals (other than councillors) 
(10A(2)(a)), matters involving the personal hardship of a resident or ratepayer 
(10A(2)(b)) or matters that would disclose a trade secret (10A(2)(d)(iii)), council must 
be satisfied that discussion of the matter in an open meeting would, on balance, be 
contrary to the public interest.   

The Act requires council to close the meeting for only so much of the discussion as is 
necessary to preserve the relevant confidentiality, privilege or security being 
protected. (section 10B(1)(a)) 

Section 10A(4) of the Act provides that a council may allow members of the public to 
make representations to or at a meeting, before any part of the meeting is closed to 
the public, as to whether that part of the meeting should be closed. 

Section 10B(4) of the Act stipulates that for the purpose of determining whether the 
discussion of a matter in an open meeting would be contrary to the public interest, it 
is irrelevant that:- 

(a)  a person may misinterpret or misunderstand the discussion, or 

(b)  the discussion of the matter may -  

(i)  cause embarrassment to the council or committee concerned, or to 
councillors or to employees of the council, or 

(ii)  cause a loss of confidence in the council or committee. 

 

Recommendation 

That Council adjourns into Closed Session, the recording of the meeting be 
suspended, and members of the press and public be excluded from the Closed 
Session, and that access to the correspondence and reports relating to the items 
considered during the course of the Closed Session be withheld unless declassified 
by separate resolution. 

This action is taken in accordance with Section 10A(2) of the Local Government Act, 
1993 as the items listed come within the following provisions:- 

12.1 High Darling Road Reconstruction Works PT2021/07. (RPT/21/237) 

This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section 10A(2) of the 
Local Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for 
business relating to (c) information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial 
advantage on a person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) 
business.  On balance, the public interest in preserving the confidentiality of information 
about the tender outweighs the public interest in maintaining openness and 
transparency in council decision-making because disclosure of this information would 
reveal pricing and confidential information submitted via the tender process which if 
disclosed would prevent council from achieving its 'value for money' objectives. 

12.2 Milpara Road Reconstruction Works PT2021/08. (RPT/21/238) 

This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section 10A(2) of the 
Local Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for 
business relating to (c) information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial 
advantage on a person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) 
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business.  On balance, the public interest in preserving the confidentiality of information 
about the tender outweighs the public interest in maintaining openness and 
transparency in council decision-making because disclosure of this information would 
reveal pricing and confidential information submitted via the tender process which if 
disclosed would prevent council from achieving its 'value for money' objectives. 
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12 OPEN COUNCIL - REPORT FROM CLOSED COUNCIL 

12.1 HIGH DARLING ROAD RECONSTRUCTION WORKS PT2021/07 

File Number: RPT/21/237 
 
Responsible Officer: Geoff Gunn - Director Roads and Engineering  
Responsible Division: Roads and Engineering  
Reporting Officer: Allan Eastmond - Manager Works 

Tarryn Kampman - Coordinator Roads & Engineering  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.2 Plan for and develop the right assets and infrastructure      

REASON FOR CONFIDENTIALITY 

This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section 10A(2) of the Local 
Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for business relating to (c) 
information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a person with whom the 
Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) business.  On balance, the public interest in preserving 
the confidentiality of information about the tender outweighs the public interest in maintaining 
openness and transparency in council decision-making because disclosure of this information would 
reveal pricing and confidential information submitted via the tender process which if disclosed would 
prevent council from achieving its 'value for money' objectives.  
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12.2 MILPARA ROAD RECONSTRUCTION WORKS PT2021/08 

File Number: RPT/21/238 
 
Responsible Officer: Geoff Gunn - Director Roads and Engineering  
Responsible Division: Roads and Engineering  
Reporting Officer: Allan Eastmond - Manager Works 

Tarryn Kampman - Coordinator Roads & Engineering  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.2 Plan for and develop the right assets and infrastructure      

REASON FOR CONFIDENTIALITY 

This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section 10A(2) of the Local 
Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for business relating to (c) 
information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a person with whom the 
Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) business.  On balance, the public interest in preserving 
the confidentiality of information about the tender outweighs the public interest in maintaining 
openness and transparency in council decision-making because disclosure of this information would 
reveal pricing and confidential information submitted via the tender process which if disclosed would 
prevent council from achieving its 'value for money' objectives.  
     



Ordinary Meeting AGENDA 12 May 2021 

Page 260 

13 CONCLUSION OF THE MEETING 

NEXT MEETING 

30 June 2021  


	Contents
	1	OPENING OF MEETING 
	The Mayor requests that the General Manager makes announcements regarding the live-streaming of the meeting. 2	PRayer AND Acknowledgement of Country
	3	Apologies and Applications for Leave of Absence
	4	DisclosureS OF INTERESts
	5	CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
	Confirmation of Minutes Ordinary Meeting - 14/04/2021
	Minutes of Ordinary Meeting 14/04/2021


	6	Outstanding Matters from Previous Meetings
	Outstanding Matters from Previous Meetings
	6.1 Outstanding Matters from Previous Meetings
	Recommendation
	Attachments Included
	Outstanding Actions report as at 5 May 2021


	Mayoral and Councillor Reports
	7	Mayoral and Councillor Reports
	7.1 Mayoral Report
	Recommendation


	Reports from Committees
	8	Reports from Committees
	8.1 Internal Audit & Risk Management Committee
	Recommendation
	Attachments Included
	Minutes - Internal Audit & Risk Management Committee Meeting 27 April 2021
	Legislative Compliance Policy
	Operational Plan Progress Report as at 31 March 2021
	March Quarterly Budget Review Statement

	8.2 Willowbend Advisory Committee
	Recommendation
	Attachments Included
	Minutes - Willowbend Advisory Committee Meeting 27 April 2021
	Willowbend Caravan Park Proposed Site Plans


	Reports to Council
	9	Reports to Council
	9.1 General Manager's Report
	Recommendation
	Attachments Included
	OLG Circular 21-03
	OLG Circular 21-04
	OLG Circular 21-05

	9.2 2021 River Reflections Conference
	Recommendation
	Attachments Included
	2021 River Reflections Conference Program

	9.3 Memorandum of Understanding Between Wentworth Shire Council and Murray Regional Tourism Board
	Recommendation
	Attachments Included
	MOU Wentworth Shire Council and Murray Regional Tourism Board

	9.4 2021 LGNSW Water Management Conference
	Recommendation
	Attachments Included
	Water Management Conference Program

	9.5 Draft 2021/22 Operational Plan - Endorsement for Public Exhibition
	Recommendation
	Attachments Included
	Draft 2021 - 2022 Operational Plan

	9.6 Monthly Investment Report
	Recommendation

	9.7 Monthly Finance Report
	Recommendation

	9.8 AF003 Requests for Financial Assistance
	Recommendation
	Attachments Included
	DCG Donations Contributions & Grants Applications List (Under Seperate Cover) [published separately]
	DCG Donations Contributions & Grants Applications (Under Seperate Cover) [published separately]

	9.9 Determination of Councillor Remuneration for 2021/2022
	Recommendation

	9.10 Licence Agreement to occupy, secure and maintain portion of Alice Street Wentworth
	Recommendation
	Attachments Included
	Site map

	9.11 Delegated Authority Approvals as at end of April 2021
	Recommendation
	Attachments Included
	April 2021 Determinations

	9.12 Projects and Works Report Update - May 2021
	Recommendation
	Attachments Included
	Attachment 1 - Projects and Works Photo Update
	Attachment 2 - Dareton Traveller's Rest Concept Design


	10	Notices of motions / Questions with notice
	11	Confidential Business – Adjournment Into Closed Session
	12	Open Council - Report from Closed Council
	Open Council - Report from Closed Council
	12.1 High Darling Road Reconstruction Works PT2021/07
	12.2 Milpara Road Reconstruction Works PT2021/08

	13	Conclusion of the meeting
	NEXT MEETING



