
 

 

 

WENTWORTH SHIRE COUNCIL 

Amendments have been made to the Local Government Act 1993 (the Act) allowing councils to 
meet remotely to assist them to manage the risk of transmission of the COVID-19 virus at their 
meetings and to ensure compliance with the Public Health Order. The amendments came into 
effect on 25 March 2020 and will operate for a period of six months, but may be extended to 12 
months by regulation if required. 

 

The amendment to the Act also provides that the requirement under section 10 for meetings to 
be open to members of the public is satisfied if a webcast of the meeting is made public.  

 

Accordingly this meeting will be livestreamed via council’s Facebook page. 

 

Notice is hereby given, in accordance with the provisions of the Local Government Act 
1993 that an ORDINARY MEETING of Wentworth Shire Council will be held at the 
MIDWAY CENTRE, MIDWAY DRIVE, BURONGA for councillors who wish to 
attend in person, OR VIA VIDEO CONFERENCE for those who prefer not to attend in 
person .  The meeting will commence at 10.00AM. 

 
KEN ROSS 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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1 OPENING OF MEETING  

THE MAYOR REQUESTS THAT THE GENERAL MANAGER MAKES 
ANNOUNCEMENTS REGARDING THE LIVE-STREAMING OF THE MEETING. 

2 PRAYER OR ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

3 APOLOGIES AND APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE   

4 DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 

 
  

5 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES  

Recommendation 

That the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held 15 July 2020 be confirmed as 
circulated. 
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1 OPENING OF MEETING 

At the invitation of the Mayor the General Manager provided information regarding the 
live streaming of the meeting. 

2 PRAYER OR ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

 The Mayor opened the meeting with a prayer at 10am. 
PRESENT: 

 
COUNCILLORS: Councillor Melisa Hederics (Mayor) 

Councillor Tim Elstone (Deputy Mayor) 
Councillor Steve Heywood  
Councillor Jane MacAllister 
Councillor Don McKinnon (via Video Link) 
Councillor Susan Nichols 
Councillor Peter Nunan 

 
STAFF: Ken Ross (General Manager) 

Matthew Carlin (Director Health and Planning) 
Geoff Gunn (Director Roads and Engineering) 
Simon Rule (Director Finance and Policy) 
Paula Mastrippolito (Manager Organisational Support) 
Gayle Marsden (Executive Assistant) 

3 APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

Cr Wheeldon is an apology and has requested a leave of absence for this meeting 

Cr Evans is an apology and has requested a leave of absence for this meeting. 

Council Resolution 

That Council notes the apologies from Cr Wheeldon and Cr Evans and 
grants the Leave of Absence requests from Cr Wheeldon and Cr Evans for 
this meeting.  

Moved  Cr. Nunan, Seconded Cr. Elstone 

CARRIED 

4 DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 

 Nil 

5 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

Recommendation 

That the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held 24 June 2020 be confirmed as 
circulated. 

Council Resolution 

That the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held 24 June 2020 be confirmed as 
amended. 

Moved  Cr. MacAllister, Seconded Cr. Elstone 

CARRIED 
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6 OUTSTANDING MATTERS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

6.1 OUTSTANDING MATTERS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

File Number: RPT/20/381 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Gayle Marsden - Executive Assistant  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       

Summary 

The Outstanding Matters report provides details of activities raised at previous Council 
meetings that remain outstanding. 
 

Officer Recommendation 

That Council notes the list of outstanding matters as at 8 July 2020. 

Council Resolution 

That Council notes the list of outstanding matters as at 8 July 2020. 

Moved  Cr. Nichols, Seconded Cr. Heywood 

CARRIED 
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7 MAYORAL AND COUNCILLOR REPORTS 

7.1 MAYORAL REPORT 

File Number: RPT/20/358   
 
 

Recommendation 

That Council notes the information contained in the Mayoral report.  

Council Resolution 

That Council notes the information contained in the Mayoral report. 

Moved  Cr. McKinnon, Seconded Cr. Elstone 

CARRIED 
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7.2 ACTIVITY REPORT - COUNCILLOR JANE MACALLISTER 

File Number: RPT/20/357   
 

Summary 

The purpose of this report is to advise Council of meetings, conferences and appointments 
undertaken by Councillor Jane MacAllister for the period 1 April 2020 – 30 June 2020. 
 

 

Recommendation 

That Council notes the information contained in Councillor Jane MacAllister’s report.  

Council Resolution 

That Council notes the information contained in Councillor Jane MacAllister’s report. 

Moved  Cr. MacAllister, Seconded Cr. Elstone 

CARRIED 
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8 REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES 

8.1 MURRAY DARLING ASSOCIATION (MDA) DELEGATES REPORT JUNE 2020 

File Number: RPT/20/363 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Gayle Marsden - Executive Assistant  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.5 Recognise the importance of a healthy Murray-Darling River 

system       

Summary 

At the 20 April 2020 Murray Darling Association (MDA) Board meeting it was resolved that a 
monthly Delegate’s Report be forwarded to all member Councils & delegates.  

 

Recommendation 

1. That Council notes the Delegate’s Report for June 2020 from the Murray Darling 
Association.  

2. That Council formalises motions for submission to the Murray Darling Association 
AGM.  

Council Resolution 

That Council notes the Delegate’s Report for June 2020 from the Murray Darling Association. 

Moved  Cr. MacAllister, Seconded Cr. Heywood 

CARRIED 
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9 REPORTS TO COUNCIL 

9.1 GENERAL MANAGER'S REPORT 

File Number: RPT/20/356 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Gayle Marsden - Executive Assistant  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       

Summary 

The General Manager’s report details information pertaining to meetings attended and 
general information which are of public interest, and which have not been reported elsewhere 
in this agenda.  Items of note in this report are: 

1. OLG Circulars 

Details of OLG circulars 20-21 to 20-28 

2. Meetings 

As listed 

3. Upcoming meetings or events 

As listed 

4. Other items of note 

     Nil 

 

Recommendation 

That Council notes the information contained within the report from the General Manager.  

Council Resolution 

That Council notes the information contained within the report from the General Manager. 

Moved  Cr. Elstone, Seconded Cr. MacAllister 

CARRIED 
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9.2 MURRAY DARLING ASSOCIATION  REGION 4 NOMINATIONS 

File Number: RPT/20/366 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Gayle Marsden - Executive Assistant  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.5 Recognise the importance of a healthy Murray-Darling River 

system       
 

Summary 

Wentworth Shire Council continues to be a member of the Murray Darling Association 
(MDA); a membership-based organisation representing local government and communities 
across the Murray-Darling Basin since 1944.   

The MDA works with and for member councils, in collaboration with state based local 
government associations such as Local Government NSW, Joint Organisations and other 
local government affiliations. 

Wentworth Shire Council sits within Region 4, out of a total of 12 regions. 

The MDA Region 4 Annual General Meeting is scheduled to be held on 8 September 2020 at 
the Midway Centre, Buronga.   

Nominations are now being called for the position of Chair and executive committee 
members. 
 

Recommendation 
1. That Council nominates delegate(s) for positions on the Executive Committee of MDA 

Region 4, and in doing so acknowledges its commitment to the nomination. 
2. That Council nominates its preferred delegate to the position of Chair of MDA Region 

4, and in doing so acknowledges the obligations of the Region Chair and commits to 
providing the resources required to support the role of Chair.    

 

Council Resolution 
1. That Council nominates Cr MacAllister, Cr Elstone, Cr Heywood for positions on the 

Executive Committee of MDA Region 4, and in doing so acknowledges its 
commitment to the nomination. 

2. That Council nominates  Cr MacAllister  to the position of Chair of MDA Region 4, 
and in doing so acknowledges the obligations of the Region Chair and commits to 
providing the resources required to support the role of Chair.    

Moved  Cr. Elstone, Seconded Cr. Nichols 

CARRIED 
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9.3 MONTHLY FINANCE REPORT  

File Number: RPT/20/370 
 
Responsible Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
Responsible Division: Finance and Policy  
Reporting Officer: Vanessa Lock - Finance Officer  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       
 

Summary 

Rates and Charges collections for the month of June 2020 were $482,572.96.  After allowing 
for pensioner subsidies, the total levies collected are now 89.82%.  For comparison purposes 
90.55% of the levy had been collected at the end of June 2019.  Council currently has 
$27,874,688.11 in cash and investments. 
 

 

Recommendation 

That Council notes the monthly finance report.  

Council Resolution 

That Council notes the monthly finance report. 

Moved  Cr. MacAllister, Seconded Cr. Nunan 

CARRIED 
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9.4 MONTHLY INVESTMENT REPORT 

File Number: RPT/20/373 
 
Responsible Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
Responsible Division: Finance and Policy  
Reporting Officer: Hodi Beauliv - Manager Finance  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       
 

Summary 

As at 30 June 2020 Council had $24,005,304.11 invested in term deposits and $2 million in a 
cash at call account.  Council received $37,089.04 from its investments for the month of June 
2020. 

In June 2020 Council investments averaged a rate of return of 1.27% and it currently has 
$8,466,832.09 of internal restrictions and $16,781,984.70 of external restrictions. 
 

 

Recommendation 

That Council notes the monthly investment report.  

Council Resolution 

That Council notes the monthly investment report. 

Moved  Cr. Elstone, Seconded Cr. MacAllister 

CARRIED 
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9.5 DELEGATED AUTHORITY APPROVALS AS AT END OF JUNE 2020 

File Number: RPT/20/379 
 
Responsible Officer: Matthew Carlin - Director Health and Planning  
Responsible Division: Health and Planning  
Reporting Officer: Nicky Meredith - Coordinator Health and Planning  
 
Objective: 1.0 Wentworth is a vibrant, growing and thriving Shire 
Strategy: 1.1 Grow the potential for business and industry to develop and 

expand       
 

Summary 

For the month of June 2020, a total of 14 Development Applications and four S4.55 
Modification Applications were determined under delegated authority by the Director Health 
and Planning.     

The estimated value of the determined developments was $3,255,151.00.  This brings the 
year to date total to 72 Development Applications and 19 S4.55 Applications approved, with 
an estimated development value of $17,779,794.00. 
 

 

Recommendation 

a) That Council receives and notes the report for the month of June 2020. 

b) That Council publicly notifies, for the purposes of Schedule 1 Division 4 Section 20 (2) of 
the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979, the applications as listed in the 
attachment on the Wentworth Shire Council website. 

c) That a division be called in accordance with S375A of the Local Government Act 1993 
(NSW).  

Council Resolution 

a) That Council receives and notes the report for the month of June 2020. 

b) That Council publicly notifies, for the purposes of Schedule 1 Division 4 Section 20 (2) of 
the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979, the applications as listed in the 
attachment on the Wentworth Shire Council website. 

c) That a division be called in accordance with S375A of the Local Government Act 1993 
(NSW). 

Moved  Cr. Elstone, Seconded Cr. Heywood 

CARRIED 

  In accordance with Section 375A of the Local Government Act the Mayor called for a 
division. 

For the Motion : Clr.s Elstone, Hederics, Heywood, MacAllister, McKinnon, 
Nichols, and Nunan. 

Against the Motion:  Nil. 
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10 NOTICES OF MOTIONS / QUESTIONS WITH NOTICE 

 

10.1 PLANTINGS ON SILVER CITY HIGHWAY DARETON 

 Cr Peter Nunan asked about plans for plantings on Silver City Highway, Dareton. 

 

10.2 DARETON TOWN PLAN 

 Cr Peter Nunan asked about the progress of the Dareton Town Plan 

 Director of Roads and Engineering advised that it was a works in progress. An audit 
on the street lights has been undertaken. The Director of Health and Planning advised 
that his team are working on the strategic component of the Dareton Town Plan. 

 

10.3 REQUEST TO REVISIT SPEED HUMPS IN DARETON 

 Cr Peter Nunan requested a review of speed humps at Davenport Street past Mallee 
Family Care, at Millie Street and adjacent to pool.  

Councillors questioned why there has not been meetings of the Roads and Road 
Safety Committee. 

 

10.4 UPDATE ON FLATS AT DARETON 

 Cr Melisa Hederics requested an update on a clean-up order that has been issued to 
the owner of flats in Dareton. 

 Director of Health and Planning gave a verbal update. 

 

10.5 MIDWAY CENTRE OPENING LIBRARY OPENING HOURS 

 Cr Susan Nichols questioned why a Google search shows that the Midway Service 
Centre Library and Customer Service opening hours are showing open on a Saturday 
when the centre is no longer open on a Saturday. 

 

10.6 CURLWAA HALL DEMOLITION 

 Cr Susan Nichols asked why the old Curlwaa Hall hasn’t been removed. 

 Director of Health and Planning advised that the hall was listed as a Local Heritage 
item in the LEP. He will arrange for the building to be inspected by a qualified person 
and a decision of Council would be required in order to remove the hall as a Local 
Heritage item. Only after this has happened can the building be demolished. 

 

10.7 CURLWAA HALL FUNISHINGS AND RAINWATER TANK 

 Cr Susan Nichols asked what the plans are for furnishing the Curlwaa Hall and if a 
rainwater tank will be installed. 

 

10.8 INSPECTION OF SEWER PIPES IN DARLING, ADAMS AND BEVERLEY 
STREETS 

 Cr Susan Nichols asked how long has it been since there was an inspection of the 
sewer pipes in Darling, Adams and Beverley Streets, Wentworth. 
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 Director of Roads and Engineering provided a verbal response and advised that he 
will follow up on the particular locations mentioned. 

 

10.9 POPILTAH ROADSIDE STOP 

 Cr Steve Heywood asked about the accumulation of rubbish at the Popiltah roadside 
stop near Coombah. Who has the responsibility for this roadside stop because it is not 
in the Wentworth Shire area.  

 The General Manager advised it is in the Unincorporated area and as such he thinks 
there would be a highway maintenance contract through Transport for NSW. 

 

10.10 BOTTLEBEND RESERVE ROAD EGRESS 

 Cr Jane MacAllister asked if a response has been forthcoming from Transport for 
NSW regarding the turning lanes in and out of Bottlebend Reserve onto the highway. 
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11 CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS – ADJOURNMENT INTO CLOSED 
SESSION 

 

Recommendation 

That Council adjourns into Closed Session, the recording of the meeting be 
suspended, and members of the press and public be excluded from the Closed 
Session, and that access to the correspondence and reports relating to the items 
considered during the course of the Closed Session be withheld unless declassified 
by separate resolution. 

This action is taken in accordance with Section 10A(2) of the Local Government Act, 
1993 as the items listed come within the following provisions:-: 

12.1 Wentworth Aerodrome Upgrade - Bitumen, Asphalt and Linemarking 
Works PT1920/07. (RPT/20/372) 

This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section 10A(2) of the 
Local Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for 
business relating to (c) information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial 
advantage on a person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) 
business.  On balance, the public interest in preserving the confidentiality of information 
about the tender outweighs the public interest in maintaining openness and 
transparency in council decision-making because disclosure of this information would 
reveal pricing and confidential information submitted via the tender process which if 
disclosed would prevent council from achieving its 'value for money' objectives. 

Move into Closed Session 

That Council adjourns into a closed session, that the recording of the meeting be 
paused, that members of the press and public be excluded from the meeting of the 
closed session, and that access to the correspondence and reports relating to the 
items considered during the course of the closed session be with-held unless 
declassified by separate resolution.  

Moved  Cr. Nunan, Seconded Cr. Elstone 

 

 The meeting moved into closed session at 11:02am. 

 Council reconvened into open session at 11:34am. 
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12 OPEN COUNCIL - REPORT FROM CLOSED COUNCIL 

 At the Mayors request the General Manager reported on the following items from the 
closed session of Council. 

12.1 WENTWORTH AERODROME UPGRADE - BITUMEN, ASPHALT AND 
LINEMARKING WORKS PT1920/07 

File Number: RPT/20/372 
 
Responsible Officer: Geoff Gunn - Director Roads and Engineering  
Responsible Division: Roads and Engineering  
Reporting Officer: Tarryn Kampman - Administration Officer  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.2 Plan for and develop the right assets and infrastructure      
     

The General Manager advised that during the closed session Council accepted the tender 
from Primal Surfacing to carry out the supply, delivery and placement of Bitumen, Asphalt 
and Linemarking for contract PT1920/07, in the amount of $1,023,599.50 including GST and 
Council authorised the mayor and general manager to sign the contract documentation and 
affix the council seal. 

 

12.2 Mayoral Minute 

The General Manager advised that the Mayor put forward a Mayoral Minute. The resolution 
of Council is as follows: 

• That the resolution regarding the Wentworth Doctor Proposal dated 22 April 2020 be 
recognised as the direction of Council 

• That Council provide funding of up to $170,000 to enable CHAC to establish an 
operating medical clinic in Wentworth in line with the proposals as presented to 
Council. 

• That this additional allocation be funded from savings within the salaries budget 

13 CONCLUSION OF THE MEETING  

Meeting Closed 11.36am 

NEXT MEETING  

 19 August 2020  
 
 
 

 
…………………………… 
CHAIR  
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6 OUTSTANDING MATTERS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

6.1 OUTSTANDING MATTERS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

File Number: RPT/20/404 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Gayle Marsden - Executive Assistant  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       

Summary 

The Outstanding Matters report provides details of activities raised at previous Council 
meetings that remain outstanding. 

Officer Recommendation 

That Council notes the list of outstanding matters as at 10 August 2020. 

 

Additional Information 

Nil 

Attachments 

1. Outstanding Action Items Report⇩   



Item 6.1 - Attachment 1 Outstanding Action Items Report 
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7 MAYORAL AND COUNCILLOR REPORTS 

7.1 MAYORAL REPORT 

File Number: RPT/20/403   
 

Summary 

The purpose of this report is to advise Council of meetings, conferences and appointments 
undertaken by the Mayor for the period 4 July 2020 – 7 August 2020. 
 

Recommendation 

That Council notes the information contained in the Mayoral report. 
 

Report 

The following table lists the meetings attended by the Mayor for the period 4 July 2020 – 7 
August 2020. 

 

Date Meeting Location 

  7 Jul 2020 Cross Border Commissioner Video Conference 

  7 July 2020 
Inspection Bridge Closure Sites – NSW 
Police 

George Chaffey & Abbotsford 
Bridges 

  7 July 2020 Mayoral Meeting  Wentworth 

  8 Jul 2020 LGNSW & NSW Police Commissioner Video Conference 

10 Jul 2020 Cross Border Commissioner Video Conference 

13 Jul 2020 Cross Border Commissioner Video Conference 

13 Jul 2020 FWJO Mayors & GM’s Meeting Video Conference 

14 Jul 2020 Cross Border Commissioner Video Conference 

14 Jul 2020 Mayoral Meeting Wentworth 

15 Jul 2020 Ordinary Council Meeting Buronga 

17 Jul 2020 Cross Border Commissioner Video Conference 

21 Jul 2020 Cross Border Commissioner Video Conference 

21 Jul 2020 Mayoral Meeting Wentworth 

21 Jul 2020 ClubGrants Local Committee meeting Wentworth 

22 Jul 2020 FWJO Board meeting Video Conference 

24 Jul 2020 Cross Border Commissioner Video Conference 

27 July 2020 Cross Border Commissioner Video Conference 

28 July 2020 Cross Border Commissioner Video Conference 

28 July 2020 
Internal Audit and Risk Management 
Committee Meeting 

Wentworth 

28 July 2020 Mayoral Meeting Wentworth 

30 Jul 2020 Cross Border Commissioner  Video Conference 

31 Jul 2020 Cross Border Commissioner  Video Conference 
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 3 Aug 2020 Cross Border Commissioner  Video Conference 

 3 Aug 2020 Meeting Minister Brad Hazzard Teleconference 

 4 Aug 2020 Cross Border Commissioner  Video Conference 

 4 Aug 2020 Mayoral Meetings GM Office 

 5 Aug 2020 Cross Border Commissioner Video Conference 

 
 

Attachments 

Nil   
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8 REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES 

8.1 INTERNAL AUDIT AND RISK MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

File Number: RPT/20/412 
 
Responsible Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
Responsible Division: Finance and Policy  
Reporting Officer: Hodi Beauliv - Manager Finance  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       

Summary 

A meeting of the Internal Audit and Risk Management Committee was held on 28 July 2020. 
The Minutes of the meeting are attached to this report for the information of Councillors. 

The Committee has requested that the Reporting Officer seeks resolutions of Council on the 
following: 

• approval of the Quarterly Budget Review Statement   

• adoption of the various policies (attached) endorsed by the committee 

The Committee has also requested Council notes: 

• the six-monthly Operational Plan progress report  

• the interim management letter presented to the committee by the Audit Office of 
NSW and Council’s auditors, Nexia Australia 

 

Officer Recommendation 

That Council: 

1. approves the variations to the 2019/20 Operational Plan adopted at the Council 
meeting on 26 June 2019 

2. adopts the recommended changes to the following policies: 

a. Deferred Payment Arrangements 

b. Donations, Contributions and Grants  

c. Private Works  

d. Rates – reduction of Developer Costs 

e. Rating Sewerage Service  

f. Capital Contributions towards sporting facilities and community 

g. Asset Accounting  

h. Asset Disposal  

i. Media Statements  

3. notes the six-monthly progress report against the 2019/20 Operational Plan 

4. notes the interim management letter from the Audit Office on Council’s interim audit 
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Additional Information 

June Quarterly Budget Review 

The report and attachments presented to the Committee on the June Quarterly Budget 
Review are attached to this report.  If approved, the net result of variances for the June 2020 
quarterly review is an unfavorable operational variance of $2,315,000 and a favorable capital 
variance of $4,384,000.  A total favorable variance of $2,069,000. 

Policies for approval 

The following policies have been reviewed by the committee and endorsed by the committee 
for Council approval: 

Policy Trim ref Summary of Amendments 

AF001 – Deferred Payment 
Arrangements 

DOC/16/8368 No changes 

AF003 – Donations, 
Contributions and Grants Policy 

DOC/16/9323 No changes 

AF006 – Private Works Policy DOC/20/679 No changes 

AF007 – Rates – reduction of 
Developer Costs 

DOC/20/686 Formatting changes only  

AF008 – Rating Sewerage 
Service Policy 

DOC/20/690 Formatting and spelling corrected 

AF009 – Capital Contributions 
towards sporting facilities and 
community 

DOC/20/700 Formatting updates 

AF018 – Asset Accounting 
Policy 

DOC/20/813 Policy updated to include wording from 
the Asset Disposal Policy 

GOV006 – Asset Disposal 
Policy 

DOC/19/9543 Policy recommended for rescission as it 
has been combined with the Asset 
Accounting Policy 

CC002 – Media Statements 
Policy 

DOC/20/820 Updated reference to Model Code of 
Conduct; re-worded statement in relation 
to the activation of the Business 
Continuity Plan 

The Acknowledgement of Country policy was also tabled at the meeting for endorsement.  
The committee requested this be submitted separately for Council’s consideration.  A 
separate Council report has been tabled on the Acknowledgement of Country policy. 

Six-monthly Operational Plan Progress Report  

This quarter the June Quarterly Budget Review report also included the six-monthly progress 
report against the Operational Plan.  This is based on feedback previously provided by 
Councillors to trial a new format.  Feedback on the format is welcome so the report can 
continue to be improved to assist Councillors with decision making. It is anticipated this 
report will continue to be included each quarter with the Quarterly Budget Review to make it 
easier to track progress. 

Interim Audit 

At the July meeting representatives of the Audit Office of NSW and Nexia Australia attended 
to answer any questions regarding the findings of the interim audit.  The audit was conducted 
remotely during May and June 2020.  The findings from the audit are included in the interim 
management letter, which is attached for Council’s information. 
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The Audit Office and/or Nexia Australia will also make a presentation to the Ordinary Council 
meeting in November 2020 following the finalisation of the 2019/20 audit.  This will allow 
Council to ask any questions prior to the approval of the Independent Auditor’s report. 
 

Attachments 

1. Minutes of Internal Audit & Risk Management Meeting held 28 July 2020⇩  

2. June Quarterly Budget Review Report including attachments⇩  

3. AF001 Deferred Payment Arrangements Policy Working Document⇩  

4. AF003 Donations, Contributions & Grants Policy Working Document⇩  

5. AF006 Private Works Policy Working Document⇩  

6. AF007 Rates - Reduction of Developer Costs Policy Working Document⇩  

7. AF008 Rates - Sewerage Service Policy Working Document⇩  

8. AF009 Capital Contributions towards Sporting Facilities and Community Policy 
Working Document⇩  

9. AF018 Asset Accounting Policy Working Document⇩  

10. GOV006 Asset Disposal Policy Working document⇩  

11. CC002 Media Statements Policy Working Document⇩  

12. Audit Office of NSW Interim Management Letter⇩   
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DOCUMENT SUMMARY 

This Official Council Policy deals with developer contributions and the arrangements that can be 
entered into for deferred payment. 
 

1. STATEMENT OF POLICY INTENT 
The intent of this policy is establish the parameters for deferred payment arrangements for 
developer contributions.  
 

2. POLICY SCOPE 
This policy is applicable to developer contributions only. 
 

3. DEFINITIONS AND ABBREVIATIONS (used in this policy) 
This table summarises the main definitions and abbreviations contained within this policy. 
 

Developer The term developer is used to describe the person who would be 
responsible for the payment of rates for property being developed 

 

4. BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
Council wishes to encourage development within the Shire and is happy to enter into negotiations to 
defer the payment of charges that might be seen as an impediment to development. 
 

5. POLICY 
It is the policy of this Council that:-   

• Developer contributions required under any Council policy can be paid in full 

or by instalments over a maximum period of three years.  

• Interest will be charged on balances owing at the statutory rate until paid in 

full.  

• All agreements must be in writing between the Council and the Developer.  

 

6. ATTACHMENTS 
Nil. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Approved by Council and signed by  
General Manager of Wentworth Shire Council 

 
 

 Signed & Dated 
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DOCUMENT SUMMARY 

This Official Council Policy deals with the way in which Council contributes money or grants 
financial assistance to individuals and groups. 
 

1. STATEMENT OF POLICY INTENT 
The intent of this policy is to establish clear guidelines for the provision of Council assistance to 
the community through cash donations, sponsorships & grants, fee waivers, rate reductions, rate 
exemptions and in-kind support.  
 

2. POLICY SCOPE 
This policy applies to all requests for cash donations, sponsorships, grants, fee waivers, rate 
reductions, rate exemptions and in-kind support. 
 

3. DEFINITIONS AND ABBREVIATIONS (used in this policy) 
This table summarises the main definitions and abbreviations contained within this policy. 
 

The Act Local Government Act 1993 (NSW) 

Regulations Local Government Act (General) Regulations 2005 (NSW) 

GM General Manager 

 

4. BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
Wentworth Shire Council is accountable to the community for the management and 
disbursement of its funds, and is compelled to ensure that this is done in a manner that 
maximizes the benefits to the community.  Additionally, Council’s ability to make financial and/or 
in-kind contributions is set out in Sections 356 and 377 of the Local Government Act 1993. 
 
Section 356 allows Council, in accordance with a resolution of the Council, to contribute money 
or otherwise grant financial assistance to persons for the purpose of exercising its functions.  
Section 377 stipulates that Council cannot delegate the decision to contribute or otherwise grant 
financial assistance to the GM or any other person or body.  
 
In establishing this policy Council is seeking to:- 

• demonstrate financial prudence by adopting a strategic approach to the amount allocated 
to donations and contributions; and 

• provide a process which nominated organisations can be assisted, without the need to 
make application to Council; and 

• provide an application-based process to enable Council to consider all requests for 
financial assistance from Council, enabling fair and equitable distribution of funding 
throughout the community. 

 

5. POLICY 
It is the policy of this Council that in accordance with Section 377 of the Act, all requests for 
financial assistance from Council will be dealt with in the following manner:- 
 

• an Annual Budget Allocation will be made by Council each year (during the 
budget process) for the provisions of financial assistance to the community through 
cash donations, sponsorships & grants, fee waivers, rate reductions, rate 
exemptions and  in-kind support.  

 
 
 
 

• an Application Process will be established to enable Council to fairly and 
reasonably consider all requests for financial assistance that are made of it.  
Council will determine how often it wishes to consider these applications. 
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•  an Annual list of exemptions will be approved by Council each year when 
determining the Annual Fees and Charges, enabling named organisations to be 
exempt from the application process for specific nominated purposes.   

 

6. ATTACHMENTS 

Nil. 
 

 
 

Approved by Council and signed by  
General Manager of Wentworth Shire Council 

 
 

 Signed & Dated 
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DOCUMENT SUMMARY 

This Official Council Policy deals with the ability for members of the public to hire Council’s plant 
and equipment items for private purposes. 
 

1. STATEMENT OF POLICY INTENT 
The intent of this policy is to promote the full utilization of Council’s plant items. 
 

2. POLICY SCOPE 
This policy is applicable to the hiring of plant items listed within the Operational Plan - Annual 
Fees and Charges.   
 

3. DEFINITIONS AND ABBREVIATIONS (used in this policy) 
This table summarises the main definitions and abbreviations contained within this policy 
 

Private Works The undertaking of agreed works for private purposes. 

Fees & Charges Fees and Charges listed in the Operational Plan – Annual Fees 
and Charges. 

 

4. BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
Council has a substantial investment built up in its extensive fleet of plant and equipment items, 
and associated staff resources to undertake Council related activities.  There are times however 
when various items of plant and equipment are not being used within Council’s operations.  As a 
service to customers and in order to ensure full utilization of Council’s Labour, Plant and 
Equipment resources, Council is willing to consider undertaking Private Works. 

 
5. POLICY 
It is the policy of this Council that:- 

5.1 Council is prepared to allow nominated items of Plant and Equipment and nominated 
resources to be hired out to members of the public, however it is not the intention of 
Council to enter into competition with local suppliers in undertaking Private Works. 

5.2 Private works are to be carried out on a full cost recovery basis, including 
appropriate overheads for staff time and administrative costs.  These costs are 
reflected in the Annual Fees and Charges. 

5.3 Private Works will only commence after the signing of an agreement between 
Council and the person responsible for paying the applicable fees to Council. The 
agreement will establish a payment schedule for the payment of the applicable fee. 

5.4 No Private Works agreement will be entered into if the person responsible for paying 
the applicable fees has outstanding monies that it owes to the Shire.  

5.5  All Workplace Health and Safety standards must be adhered to at all times. 
 
 

 
 

Approved by Council and signed by  
General Manager of Wentworth Shire Council 

 
 

 Signed & Dated 
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DOCUMENT SUMMARY 

This Official Council Policy deals with how Wentworth Shire Council will behave when rating 
unsold lots within a subdivision. 
 
 

1. STATEMENT OF POLICY INTENT 
The intent of this policy is to outline clear and appropriate procedures which will be undertaken 
by Wentworth Shire Council when rating unsold lots within a subdivision. 
 

2. POLICY SCOPE 
This policy applies to Wentworth Shire Council’s unsold lots within a subdivision. 
 

3. DEFINITIONS AND ABBREVIATIONS (used in this policy) 
This table summarises the main definitions and abbreviations contained within this policy 
 

LGA 1993 Local Government Act 1993 (NSW) 

GM General Manager 

Regulations Local Government (General) Regulations 2005 (NSW) 

 

4. BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
Nil. 

 
5. POLICY 
It is the policy of this Council that:- 
 

5.1 Council will comply with the LGA 1993 and Regulations in order to rate General 
Rates, Sewerage and Water Access Charges on unsold lots held by a developer 
within a subdivision.   

 
5.2 All unsold lots will be rated a General Rate only on separate rate assessments until 

sold, then Water and Sewerage Charges are added and applicable to the next 
financial year. 

 
5.3 If a developer builds spec homes on a parcel of land, Water, Sewerage and 

Garbage become rateable from the time of connection to water supply and 
sewerage. 

 
5.4 The rating concessions to the developer will cease three years after the sale of the 

first lot within the subdivision, or if in the case where the subdivision has been 
divided into parts, the sale of the first lot within the part. 

 
5.5 Council opposes rate exemptions for Aboriginal Land Councils or any other specific 

cultural or ethnic group, other than those already provided by Statute. 

 
 

Approved by Council and signed by  
General Manager of Wentworth Shire Council 

 
 

 Signed & Dated 
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DOCUMENT SUMMARY 

This Official Council Policy deals with rating sewerage services. 
 

1. STATEMENT OF POLICY INTENT 
The intent of this policy is to outline clear and appropriate procedures which will be undertaken 
by Wentworth Shire Council when rating sewerage services. 
 

2. POLICY SCOPE 
This policy is applicable to Council’s sewerage services. 
 

3. DEFINITIONS AND ABBREVIATIONS (used in this policy) 
This table summarises the main definitions and abbreviations contained within this policy. 
 

LGA 1993 Local Government Act 1993 (NSW) 

Regulations Local Government (General) Regulations 2005 (NSW) 

 

4. BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
Nil. 

 
5. POLICY 
It is the policy of this Council that:- 
 

5.1 Council will comply with the LGA 1993 and Regulations in order to rate sewerage 
charges on every property as outlined below: 

 
a) Residential flats (not strataed) are charged one sewerage charge plus 50% of 

a charge for each additional flat. 
 
b) Non-rateable properties are charged a full sewerage charge for the first two 

pedestals and thereafter an additional pedestal and urinal charge will apply as 
determined in Council’s Management Plan.  

 
c) For all other properties a sewerage charge will apply for the first two pedestals 

and thereafter an additional pedestal and urinal charge will apply as 
determined in Council’s Management Plan.   

 
 

6. ATTACHMENTS 
Nil. 

 
 

Approved by Council and signed by  
General Manager of Wentworth Shire Council 

 
 

 Signed & Dated 
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DOCUMENT SUMMARY 

This Official Council Policy deals with the requirements of council before capital contributions 
toward sporting facilities and community can be made. 
 

1. STATEMENT OF POLICY INTENT 
The intent of this policy is to minimise Council’s risk in the recovery of capital contributions 
toward community and sporting facilities. 
 

2. POLICY SCOPE 
This policy is applicable to Council’s capital contributions. 
 

3. DEFINITIONS AND ABBREVIATIONS (used in this policy) 
Nil 
 

4. BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
Nil. 

 
5. POLICY 
It is the policy of this Council that:- 
 

5.1 The scope and intent of the works must be clearly identified in a signed agreement 
before construction commences. 

 
5.2 Where it is agreed between Council and a community group or sporting club that a 

capital or financial contribution is payable towards the construction of any 
community or sporting facility within the Shire, the contribution or an agreed 
financial guarantee from a recognised financial institution must be paid prior to any 
work on the project being commenced.  

 
 

6. ATTACHMENTS 
Nil. 
 

 
 

Approved by Council and signed by  
General Manager of Wentworth Shire Council 

 
 

 Signed & Dated 
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DOCUMENT SUMMARY 

This Official Council Policy deals with complying with International and Australian Accounting 
Standards to classify the non-current assets of the Wentworth Shire Council, and to provide 
guidance on the disposal of assets in an open, transparent and accountable manner. 
 

1. STATEMENT OF POLICY INTENT 
The intent of this policy is to provide guidance in complying with International and Australian 
Accounting Standards to classify the non-current assets of the Wentworth Shire Council. 
 

2. POLICY SCOPE 
Unless otherwise stated, this policy is applicable to non-current assets recorded in the financial 
statements. 
 

3. DEFINITIONS AND ABBREVIATIONS (used in this policy) 
This table summarises the main definitions and abbreviations contained within this policy. 
 

Asset 
An asset is a future economic benefit controlled by the entity as a 
result of a past transaction or other past events. 

Carry amount 

Carrying amount includes to mean: 
(a) In relation to an asset, the amount at which the asset is 

recorded in the accounting records as at a particular date. 
(b) In application to a depreciating asset, carrying amount 

means the net amount after deducting accumulated 
depreciation; and 

In relation to a class of assets, the sum of the carrying amounts of 
the assets in the class. 

Componentisation 
Componentisation is the segment of complex assets into 
identifiable components that have varying useful lives. 

Depreciation 

Depreciation is an expense representing the using up of an asset 
overtime in providing services.  It is recognised systematically for 
the purpose of allocating the depreciable amount of a 
depreciable asset over its useful life. 

Impairment loss 
Impairment loss is the amount by which the carrying amount of 
an asset exceeds its recoverable amount. 

Land under roads 
Land under roads includes land under roadways and road 
reserves, including land under footpaths, nature strips and 
median strips. 

Maintenance expenditure 

Maintenance expenditure is a component of operating 
expenditure, specifically on an asset, which is periodically 
required as part of the anticipated schedule of works needed to 
ensure that the asset achieves its estimated useful life, and is 
normally relatively low cost compared to the asset value.  
Maintenance expenditure includes reactive maintenance and 
repair, or planned maintenance. 

Materiality 

Information is material if its omission, misstatement or 
nondisclosure has the potential, individually or collectively, to 
influence the economic decisions made by the users on the basis 
of the financial statements. 
 

Minor assets 
Minor assets are those items acquired for a cost less than the 
capital threshold for that applicable category. 
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Operating expenditure 

Operating expenditure is a recurrent expenditure such as power, 
fuel, telephone, employee’s costs, materials, cleaning, minor 
equipment, overheads, maintenance and depreciation.  These 
costs are the day to day expenses associated with providing the 
service during the year of operations. 

Recognition 
Recognition is the decision to include an asset as capital 
expenditure. 

Useful life 
Useful life is the time period in which an asset is expected to be 
available for use. 

 
 

4. BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
All Council assets are to be consistently recognised in the financial statements by adhering to 
International and Australian Account Standards and relevant legislation. 
 

5. POLICY 
It is the policy of this Council that:- 
 

5.1 Classification of Councils Non-Current Assets 
Councils Non-Current Assets are classified by Land / Buildings / Infrastructure / 
Plant & Equipment / Furniture & Fittings in accordance with Schedule 1. 

 
5.2 Acquisition of Council’s Non-Current Assets 

i. Councils Non-Current Assets may be acquired by purchase, construction, 
donation or received free of charge (as in the case of infrastructure assets 
received from developers in new land divisions). 

 
ii. In all cases of acquisition by purchase or construction, the requirements of 

Council’s separate purchasing policy must be followed. 
 
iii. Assets constructed by Council will include, where relevant, an appropriate 

internal allocation amount to represent indirect labour overheads and the use 
of Council’s internal plant & machinery on the job.  Labour overheads to be 
based on outdoor labour hours worked and plant & machinery allocation to be 
based on usage (either kilometers or hours).  

 
5.3 Capitalisation of Council’s Non-Current Assets 

i. A capitalisation policy sets the threshold or materiality value for recognizing 
capital expenditure.  Expenditure below the capital threshold is expensed in 
the period in which it is incurred.  The policy is important towards ensuring that 
intergenerational equity is maintained whereby the expenses of capital 
acquisitions is spread over their useful life, through the mechanism of 
depreciation, so that those who have the benefit of the assets can be charged, 
through rates or fees and charged for their use. 
 

ii. Capital expenditure threshold limits are defined in Schedule 2. 
 
5.4 Depreciation of Council’s Non-Current Assets 

i. Non-Current assets are depreciated monthly on a straight-line basis over their 
expected useful life.  The useful life of an asset will vary based on the nature of 
the asset. 
 

ii. Assets will be depreciated in accordance with the useful life ranges outlined in 
Schedule 3. 

 
5.5 Revaluation of Council’s Non-Current Assets 
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i. Pursuant to the Australian Accounting Standard (AASB) 116 section 31-42 
asset revaluations must be made with sufficient regularity to ensure that the 
carrying amount of each Asset in the class does not differ materially from its 
fair value at the reporting date. 
 

ii. All assets will be revalued at their fair value, which is defined in AASB13 
 
iii. Consideration is also given to Circulars released by the Office of Local 

Government. 
 

iv. Comprehensive revaluations of Assets will be carried out at least every 5 years 
for selected asset classes and will be independently revalued where required, 
including the use of industry unit costs where relevant and available. 
 

v. More frequent revaluations may be undertaken (via an indexation rate 
equivalent to the annual movement in the Local Government Cost Index, or in 
the case of land, annual movements in property valuations as provided by the 
Valuer General and/or qualified valuers) in instances where there is a material 
movement in the Fair Value of a class of Assets. 

 
5.6 Impairment 

i. A Non-current Asset is impaired if its Carrying Amount exceeds the amount to 
be recovered through use or sale of the asset. In such instances, the asset is 
described as impaired and AASB 136 requires the Council to recognise an 
impairment loss. 
 

ii. An assessment of asset impairment will be undertaken on an annual basis as 
at the reporting date (30 June) in accordance with Australian Accounting 
Standards including where previously recognised asset impairments no longer 
exist. 

 
iii. An impairment loss on a non-revalued asset is recognised as an impairment 

loss in the Statement of Comprehensive Income.  An impairment loss on a 
revalued asset is recognised directly against any revaluation reserve for the 
asset to the extent that the impairment loss does not exceed the amount in the 
revaluation reserve for that same class of asset. 

 
5.7 Disposal of Assets and Write Offs 

i. The sale of Land and building assets must be authorised by Council. 
 

ii. The sale and/or trade-in of infrastructure/equipment/furniture and fittings is 
subject to budget approval from Council. 
 

iii. An asset disposal worksheet will be completed for each asset 
sold/auctioned/traded-in, reconciling the gain/loss on disposal, and 
authorized by the Manager Finance. 
 

iv. An asset is written off when: 

• The asset is obsolete and/or beyond economic repair and cannot be 
sold; 

• A physical stock take fails to locate the asset; 

• The asset is known to be stolen; 

• The asset has been demolished. 
 

v. Authority to process asset write-offs is restricted to the General Manager (or 
his delegate).  
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vi. A “good” is of value to Council; only in so much as it continues to cost 
effectively support the delivery of the Council’s services. Goods that are no 
longer needed should be disposed of promptly. The” disposal” must achieve 
best value for money such that Council obtains the best possible return for 
the goods it sells. 
 

vii. The disposal method that is chosen must promote fair and effective 
competition to the greatest extent possible, and disposals should be 
conducted in an ethical manner.  The disposal process should be as follows: 

• Decision to dispose 

• Estimate the value 

• Factors to consider in disposal 

• Select the appropriate disposal method 

• Obtain approval for disposal process 

• Effect disposal 

• Evaluate the disposal process 
 

viii. Council staff should check and declare that there is no conflict of interest on 
their behalf prior to the commencement of each disposal activity. If there is a 
conflict of interest the staff member should seek advice from their 
Departmental Director or Manager. 
 

ix. Before any disposal action can be taken, it is necessary to seek approval that 
goods are appropriate for disposal from the Departmental Director. Council 
staff must consider the following common criteria for determining whether 
assets may be suitable for disposal:- 

 
 

• No longer required; 

• Unserviceable or beyond economic repair; 

• Technologically obsolete; 

• Surplus to current or immediately foreseeable needs; 

• Part of an asset replacement program; and/or 

• Contains any environmentally sensitive or hazardous material. 
 

x. The disposal method chosen must be appropriate to the value, nature, quantity 
and location of the goods, and to promote fair and effective competition to the 
greatest extent possible. Negotiated assets sales and internal expressions of 
interest for sales of asset to staff will not be allowed. To help achieve these 
objectives the following methods are to be utilised: 
a) Destruction / Land filling – where items are of no value.  
b) Verbal quotes – Goods valued up to $5,000 excl. GST may be disposed 

of by verbal quotes. A minimum of 3 quotes must be obtained. 
c) Written quotes - Goods valued up to $50,000 excl. GST may be disposed 

of by written quotes. Trade-ins are considered as equivalent in process 
to written quotes. A minimum of 3 quotes must be obtained. 

d) Auction – Goods valued up to $150,000 excl. GST may be disposed of 
by public auction. 

e) Tender – Goods over $150,000 exc GST. The tendering process must be 
utilised pursuant to the Local Government Act and Regulation. 

 
xi. Having chosen the most appropriate method of disposal, the council officer must 

seek approval from the appropriate Director or manager for permission to 
proceed with the disposal. This must be in writing via an appropriate email or 
memo. 
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xii. Regardless of the method of disposal, probity must be maintained and any 
changes to the disposal process, terms and conditions must be communicated 
to all potential participating parties. 

 
5.8 Donations to Community Groups/Charities 

i. This method of disposal may not be used for assets with an estimated value of 
more than $5,000. All donations of assets with a value exceeding $5,000 are to 
be reported to Council for approval before any transfer of ownership. 
 

ii. Donations of assets with a value of less than $5,000 may only be made with the 
authority of the relevant Director and only after exploring all avenues for 
recouping a fair value for Council.  Council staff should only consider donations 
in response to a formal written request. In considering any request, staff should 
keep in mind the following: 

• Community groups should receive equitable treatment to avoid possible 
claims of bias. 

• A check should be made to ensure the group is not a disguised business 
operation providing funds or remuneration to the principals. 

• A check should be made to ensure the group is non-profit and that the 
intended use of the asset is non-commercial (i.e. non-profit) 

• Where the donation is seen as appropriate but there is a potential claim of 
bias the matter should be referred to the General Manager. 

• The charity/community group must remove the asset themselves and at no cost 
to the Council. 

 
iii. Irrespective of the disposal method applied, all prospective buyers must be 

advised in writing that items disposed of, at the buyer’s risk (‘buyer beware’). 
Buyers are to rely on their own investigations regarding the condition and 
workability of the items and Council will not be responsible for any repairs or 
maintenance of the asset.   
 

iv. For all disposals, irrespective of whether the goods are written off, the asset 
registers must reflect the relevant details and the accounting records must be 
adjusted. 

 
5.9 Physical Inspection / Safekeeping 

i. All members of staff to whom assets are assigned are responsible for the 
safeguarding of assets provided for their use.  The person responsible for the 
asset is required to notify the Manager Assets of any movement of, damage to, 
or loss of assets. 
 

ii. A physical Stocktake of Plant & Equipment and Furniture & Fitting assets is 
undertaken periodically.  Such stocktakes ensure that such assets continue to 
be appropriately accounted for. 

 
5.10 Insurance 

i. Council will ensure that its Non-current Assets are appropriately insured 
 

ii. The Director Finance and Policy will ensure that asset acquisitions and 
disposals are accurately accounted for in Council's asset insurance schedule. 
 

iii. The Director Finance and Policy is responsible for negotiating appropriate 
insurance values with Council's insurers. 

 
 

6. ATTACHMENTS 
Schedule 1 - Classification of Non-Current Assets 
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Schedule 2 - Capital Expenditure Threshold Limits 
Schedule 3 - Depreciation Schedule 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Approved by Council and signed by  
General Manager of Wentworth Shire Council 

 
 

 Signed & Dated 



Item 8.1 - Attachment 9 AF018 Asset Accounting Policy Working Document 
 

Page 73 

Schedule 1 
 

CLASSIFICATION OF NON-CURRENT ASSETS 
 

Asset Class Asset Groups within Class 

Transport Sealed and Unsealed Roads, Footpaths, Kerb and Gutters, Street 
Furniture, Sharedways, Bridges and Major Culverts 

Stormwater Drainage Pits and Pipes 

Water and Sewer Above and Underground assets 

Buildings Community and Operational buildings 

Other Assets Land Improvements, Other Structures 

Plant and Equipment Plant and Equipment, Furniture and Fittings, Office Equipment 
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Schedule 2 

TABLE OF CAPITAL EXPENDITURE THRESHOLD LIMITS 
 

Asset Type Capital 

Sealed Roads • All resealing 

• All other reconstruction and renewal work > $10,000 

• Any new assets acquired (e.g. from land developments) 

Unsealed Roads – Road 
shoulders 

• Estimated work > $10,000 

Unsealed Roads – Patch / 
Repairs 

• Projects requiring > 200 tonnes of materials 

Unsealed Roads – 
Resheeting 

• All resheeting 

Footpaths / Kerbs / 
Stormwater / Drainage 

• All (re)construction work > $10,000 

• Any new assets acquired (e.g. from land developments) 

Street Furniture • All Bus shelter >$10,000 

• All Guard rails >$10,000 

• All Cattle grids >$10,000 

Water Supply and Sewer • All reconstruction / replacement work on existing assets > 
$10,000 

• Any new assets acquired (e.g. from land developments) 

Bridges and Culverts • Construction work > $20,000 

• All bridge barrier replacement is deemed to be 
maintenance 

Parks, Gardens & Reserves • All development of existing reserves > $10,000 

• Value of all new assets acquired (e.g. from land 
developments) 

Buildings • New buildings 

• Replacing whole of a building 

• Replacing a component of a building (e.g. roof, ceiling 
replacement) > $10,000 

• All repainting is deemed to be maintenance 

Plant & Equipment • Individual assets > $5,000 

Streetscaping • Individual assets > $5,000 

Furniture & Fittings • Individual assets > $5,000 

Land • Landfill > $10,000 

• Improvement > $10,000 

• Value of all new assets acquired (e.g. from land 
developments) 

All Other Assets • Swimming Pools > $10,000 

• Fences >$10,000 

• Other Open space / Recreational Assets >$10,000 
 

NB: All expenditure on assets not meeting the above criteria will be treated as 
maintenance and expensed to Council’s Income Statement. 

Schedule 3 

DEPRECIATION SHEDULE 
 

Sch  Asset Type Useful Life Determining Factor 
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No. Range 

1  Transport     

   Sealed Pavement Up to 100 
years 

Road Hierarchy and 
Construction Type 

   Unsealed Pavement Up to 100 
years 

Road Hierarchy and 
Construction Type 

   Sealed Surface 15 to 25 
years 

Road Hierarchy and 
Construction Type 

   Formation (Sealed & 
Unsealed) 

infinite   

   Footpaths / Sharedpaths Up to 60 
years 

Construction Type 

   Kerb and Gutters Up to 100 
years 

Construction Type 

   Bridges - Concrete 80 to 100 
years 

Construction Type 

   Bridges - Others Up to 50 
years 

Construction Type 

   Culverts 60 to 80 
years 

Construction Type 

   Cattle Grids Up to 50 
years 

Construction Type 

   Bus shelters 25 to 40 
years 

Construction Type 

   Guard Rails Up to 30 
years 

Construction Type 

2  Stormwater Drainage     

   Drainage Pits Up to 100 
years 

Construction Type 

   Drainage Pipes Up to 100 
years 

Construction Type 

3  Water Supply and Sewer     

   Dams and Reservoirs 80 to 100 
years 

Construction Type 

   Bores 20 to 40 
years 

Construction Type 

   Reticulation pipes  25 to 80 
years 

Construction Type 

   Trunk mains  Up to 80 
years 

Construction Type 

   Pumps and telemetry 15 to 20 
years 

Construction Type 

   Stand pipes Up to 20 
years 

Construction Type 

   Rising Mains Up to 70 
years 

Construction Type 

  Treatment Plants Up to 50 
years 

Construction Type 

4  Buildings     

   Council owned / 
controlled buildings 

20 to 100 
years 

Construction Type 

5  Other Infrastructure 
Assets 
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   Landfill Sites 50 to 100 
years 

Construction Type 

   Land Improvements 10 to 100 
years 

Construction Type 

   Swimming Pools 30 to 40 
years 

Construction Type 

   Playground equipment 5 to 15 years Construction Type 

   Fences Up to 40 
years 

Construction Type 

   Other Structures 10 to 50 
years 

Construction Type 

6  Plant and Equipment     

   Motor vehicles (sedans, 
utes, vans trucks etc.) 

Up to 10 
years 

Asset Type 

   Minor plants Up to 10 
years 

Asset Type 

   Major Plants (Grader, 
backhoe, loaders etc.) 

5 to 10 years Asset Type 

   Computer Equipment 3 to 5 years Asset Type 

   Office furniture and 
fittings 

Up to 10 
years 

Asset Type 

   Communication 
equipment 

2 to 10 years Asset Type 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Document Approval 
This document is the latest version of the official policy of the Wentworth Shire Council, as adopted 
by Council on the 28/06/2017.  All previous versions of this policy are null and void. 
 
This policy may be amended or revoked by Council at any time. 
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DOCUMENT SUMMARY 

This Official Council Policy deals with the disposal of Council assets in an open, transparent and 
accountable manner. 
 

1. STATEMENT OF POLICY INTENT 
The intent of this policy is to establish a policy for Wentworth Shire Council to openly and 
transparently dispose of its assets surplus to Council’s needs. 
 

2. POLICY SCOPE 
This policy is applicable to councillors, administrators, members of staff of council, independent 
conduct reviewers, members of council committees including the conduct review committee and 
delegates of the council.  
 

3. DEFINITIONS AND ABBREVIATIONS (used in this policy) 
This table summarises the main definitions and abbreviations contained within this policy 

 
Act Local Government Act 1993 (NSW) 

Assets 

 

Applies to the terms 'asset(s)', 'stores', 'item(s)', 'equipment', 
'furnishings' and 'goods' as used throughout this policy and refers to 
items with an original purchase value of more than $5,000 (excl. GST) 
or an estimated residue value of more than $1,000 (excl. GST) at the 
time of disposal. It does not include real property (building and land) 
but may include fittings attached to the property. 

Regulations Local Government (General) Regulations 2005 (NSW) 

 

4. BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
Nil. 
 
5. POLICY 
It is the policy of this Council that:- 
 

5.1 A “good” is of value to Council; only in so much as it continues to cost effectively 
support the delivery of the Council’s services. Goods that are no longer needed 
should be disposed of promptly. The” disposal” must achieve best value for money 
such that Council obtains the best possible return for the goods it sells. 

 
5.2 The disposal method that is chosen must promote fair and effective competition to 

the greatest extent possible, and disposals should be conducted in an ethical 
manner.  The disposal process should be as follows: 

• Decision to dispose 

• Estimate the value 

• Factors to consider in disposal 

• Select the appropriate disposal method 

• Obtain approval for disposal process 

• Effect disposal 

• Evaluate the disposal process 
 
5.3 Council staff should check and declare that there is no conflict of interest on their 

behalf prior to the commencement of each disposal activity. If there is a conflict of 
interest the staff member should seek advice from their Departmental Director or 
Manager. 

 
5.4 Before any disposal action can be taken, it is necessary to seek approval that 

goods are appropriate for disposal from the Departmental Director. Council staff 
must consider the following common criteria for determining whether assets may 
be suitable for disposal: 



Item 8.1 - Attachment 10 GOV006 Asset Disposal Policy Working document 
 

Page 78 

a) No longer required; 
b) Unserviceable or beyond economic repair; 
c) Technologically obsolete; 
d) Surplus to current or immediately foreseeable needs; 
e) Part of an asset replacement program; and/or 
f) Contains any environmentally sensitive or hazardous material. 

 
5.5 The disposal method chosen must be appropriate to the value, nature, quantity and 

location of the goods, and to promote fair and effective competition to the greatest 
extent possible. Negotiated assets sales and internal expressions of interest for sales 
of asset to staff will not be allowed. To help achieve these objectives the following 
methods are to be utilised: 

 
a) Destruction / Land filling – where items are of no value.  
b) Verbal quotes – Goods valued up to $5,000 excl. GST may be disposed of by 

verbal quotes. A minimum of 3 quotes must be obtained. 
c) Written quotes - Goods valued up to $50,000 excl. GST may be disposed of by 

written quotes. Trade-ins are considered as equivalent in process to written 
quotes. A minimum of 3 quotes must be obtained. 

d) Auction – Goods valued up to $150,000 excl. GST may be disposed of by 
public auction. 

e) Tender – Goods over $150,000 exc GST. The tendering process must be 
utilised pursuant to the Local Government Act and Regulation. 

 
5.6 Having chosen the most appropriate method of disposal, the council officer must 

seek approval from the appropriate Director or manager for permission to proceed 
with the disposal. This must be in writing via an appropriate email or memo. 

 
Regardless of the method of disposal, probity must be maintained and any 
changes to the disposal process, terms and conditions must be communicated to 
all potential participating parties. 
 

5.7 Donations to Community Groups/Charities 
 This method of disposal may not be used for assets with an estimated value of 

more than $5,000. All donations of assets with a value exceeding $5,000 are to be 
reported to Council for approval before any transfer of ownership. 

  
 Donations of assets with a value of less than $5,000 may only be made with the 

authority of the relevant Director and only after exploring all avenues for recouping 
a fair value for Council.  Council staff should only consider donations in response to 
a formal written request. In considering any request, staff should keep in mind the 
following: 

• Community groups should receive equitable treatment to avoid possible claims 
of bias. 

• A check should be made to ensure the group is not a disguised business 
operation providing funds or remuneration to the principals. 

• A check should be made to ensure the group is non-profit and that the intended 
use of the asset is non-commercial (i.e. non-profit) 

• Where the donation is seen as appropriate but there is a potential claim of bias 
the matter should be referred to the General Manager. 

• The charity/community group must remove the asset themselves and at no cost 
to the Council. 

 
5.8 Irrespective of the disposal method applied, all prospective buyers must be advised 

in writing that items disposed of, at the buyer’s risk (‘buyer beware’). Buyers are to 
rely on their own investigations regarding the condition and workability of the items 
and Council will not be responsible for any repairs or maintenance of the asset.   
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5.9 For all disposals, irrespective of whether the goods are written off, the asset 

registers must reflect the relevant details and the accounting records must be 
adjusted. 

 
 

6. ATTACHMENTS 
Nil. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Approved by Council and signed by Ken Ross 
General Manager of Wentworth Shire Council 

 
 

 Signed & Dated 
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DOCUMENT SUMMARY 

This Official Council Policy deals with Media Statements. 
 

1. STATEMENT OF POLICY INTENT 
The intent of this policy is to ensure that a coherent and united approach is displayed by Council 
at all times when engaging the media, while maintaining the rights of elected members to 
both express their personal opinions and to represent the ratepayers of the Shire.  
 

2. POLICY SCOPE 
This policy is applicable to Councillors and all staff. 
 

3. DEFINITIONS AND ABBREVIATIONS (used in this policy) 
This table summarises the main definitions and abbreviations contained within this policy 

 
Act Local Government Act 1993 (NSW) 

GM General Manager 

Code of Conduct The model Code of Conduct for Local Councils in NSW 2018 

Regulations Local Government (General) Regulations 2005 (NSW) 

 

4. POLICY 

Council can promote itself, its views and its various projects and initiatives to the 
community. 

 
5.1 Principles 

a) That the Mayor and/or the GM, or in their absence, the Deputy Mayor or 
Acting GM, be authorised to make statements to the media on behalf of 
Council. 

 
b) Where appropriate, and subsequent to previous authorisation by the GM, 

or in their absence, the Acting GM, the Director of a department, or an 
appropriate Manager, is authorised to make statements to the media on 
behalf of Council relating to issues concerning their specific 
department. 

 
c) Individual councillors may make a statement to the media, which may 

include a comment on or express their disassociation from a Council 
decision. The councillor in question should advise the Mayor of their 
action. The councillor should also make it quite clear to the media that 
the comment or opinion expressed is a personal one and may not be the 
opinion of Council. 

 
d) Any councillor or staff member making a statement to the media 

should always do so with the best interests of the organisation in mind 
and must not undermine councillors or staff members or past Council, 
councillors or staff in a negative light. To this end, councillors and staff 
should be mindful of the General Conduct Provisions of the Model Code 
of Conduct for Local Councils in NSW . 
 

e) Any media releases promoting Council projects and initiatives should be 
for the benefit or information of the community and not the 
aggrandisement of any individual. 

 
f) The general rule that council has in place is that there is a single 

point of contact for enquiries from journalists. 
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g) Copies of press releases are to be provided to the elected members prior 
to publication. 
 

h) Where possible the elected members are to be provided with prior notice 
of the mayor, deputy mayor, general manager, any councillor or senior 
council employee participating in a radio interview.   
 

i) During activation of council’s Business Continuity Plan the General 
Manager will determine who is the most appropriate Single Point of 
Contact for Customers and for Staff. 

 

5. ATTACHMENTS 
Nil. 
 

 
 
 

Approved by Council and signed by  
General Manager of Wentworth Shire Council 

 
 

 Signed & Dated 
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8.2 MURRAY DARLING ASSOCIATION (MDA) DELEGATES REPORT JULY 2020 

File Number: RPT/20/429 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Gayle Marsden - Executive Assistant  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.5 Recognise the importance of a healthy Murray-Darling River 

system       

Summary 

At the 20 April 2020 Murray Darling Association (MDA) Board meeting it was resolved that a 
monthly Delegate’s Report be forwarded to all member Councils & delegates.  

Recommendation 

1. That Council notes the Delegate’s Report for July 2020 from the Murray Darling 
Association.  

Detailed Report 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with a summary of the activities for July 2020 
of the Murray Darling Association of which Council is member. 

Background 

The Murray Darling Association (MDA) is Australia’s peak body representing local 
government across the Murray-Darling Basin. Wentworth Shire Council is part of MDA 
Region 4 and Cr MacAllister is the Chair of Region 4. 

Report Detail 

The attached report gives detail of the activities of the MDA for July 2020.  

Attachments 

1. MDA Delegates Report - July 2020⇩   
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8.3 WILLANDRA LAKES REGION WORLD HERITAGE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
REPORT APRIL 2020 

File Number: RPT/20/466 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Gayle Marsden - Executive Assistant  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       

Summary 

Cr MacAllister attended a meeting of the Willandra Lakes Region World Heritage Advisory 
Committee as Councils delegate on 21 and 22 April 2020. The April 2020 report of the 
Committee is attached. 

  

Recommendation 

That the information provided by Cr MacAllister on the activities of the Willandra Lakes 
Region World Heritage Advisory Committee. 

 

 

Attachments 

1. Willandra Lakes Region World Heritage Advisory Committee Report - April 2020⇩   
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9 REPORTS TO COUNCIL 

9.1 GENERAL MANAGER'S REPORT 

File Number: RPT/20/405 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Gayle Marsden - Executive Assistant  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       

Summary 

The General Manager’s report details information pertaining to meetings attended and 
general information which are of public interest, and which have not been reported elsewhere 
in this agenda.  Items of note in this report are: 

1. OLG Circulars 

Details of OLG circular 20-29 to 20-30 

2. Meetings 

As listed 

3. Upcoming meetings or events 

As listed 

4. Other items of note 

     Nil 

Recommendation 

That Council notes the information contained within the report from the General Manager. 

Detailed Report 

1. OLG Circulars 

1.1 OLG Circular 20-29 

• Schedule 7 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 prescribes three 

methods of election of mayors:  

o open ballot (eg a show of hands)  

o ordinary ballot, or  

o preferential ballot.  

• Open ballots can be undertaken remotely where a council is conducting its meetings 

by audio visual link.  
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• Ordinary and preferential ballots are secret ballots and councillors will need to attend 

the meeting in person if the election is to be by way of an ordinary or preferential 

ballot.  

1.2 OLG Circular 20-30 

• The following documents are now available: 

− Guidelines for the Council Job Retention Allowance Subsidy (JRA 
Guidelines) 
− Financial Stimulus Eligibility Criteria (Eligibility Criteria) 2020-21; and 
− Financial Stimulus Eligibility Return – 2020-21 (FSER). 

• The JRA Guidelines, Eligibility Criteria and FSER provide detailed guidance to assist 
councils determine their eligibility for the JRA Subsidy for Q1. 

• OLG will inform councils of the outcome of its assessment of the FSER. 

2. Meetings  

Following is a list of meetings or events attended by the General Manager for the period 7 
July 2020 – 7 August 2020 
 

Date Meeting Location 

  7 July 2020 
Inspection Bridge Closure Sites – NSW 
Police 

George Chaffey & 
Abbotsford Bridges 

  7 July 2020 Mayoral Meeting  Wentworth 

  7 July 2020 Border Commissioner  Webinar 

  8 July 2020 Dareton Men in the Shed On site 

  8 July 2020 Extraordinary LEMC Meeting  Video Conference 

13 July 2020 FWJO Mayors & GM Meeting Video Conference 

14 July 2020 Mayoral Meeting Wentworth 

15 July 2020 Ordinary Council Meeting Buronga 

21 July 2020 Mayoral Meeting Wentworth 

21 July 2020 ClubGrants Local Committee meeting Wentworth 

22 July 2020 FWJO Board Meeting Video Conference 

28 July 2020 
Internal Audit and Risk Management 
Committee Meeting 

Wentworth 

28 July 2020 Mayoral Meeting Wentworth 

  3 Aug 2020 Meeting Minister Brad Hazzard Teleconference 

  4 Aug 2020 Mayoral Meeting Wentworth 

 
3. Events 

 
Following is a list of upcoming events, conferences or committee meetings, including out 
of region meetings where the Shire has been requested to attend in an official capacity.  

 

Date Meeting Proposed Attendees Location 

20 Aug 2020 Wentworth Shire Cr MacAllister & Video 
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Interagency Group 
meeting 

General Manager Conferencing / 
Buronga 

25 Aug 2020 Regional Emergency 
Management Meeting 

General Manager Broken Hill 

28 Aug 2020 Far West Joint 
Organisation Tourism 
Meeting 

Mayor and General 
Manager 

Buronga 

28 Aug 2020 Far West Joint 
Organisation Board 
Meeting 

Mayor and General 
Manager 

Buronga 

31 Aug 2020 Bottle Bend Reserve 
Land Manager Meeting 

Cr MacAllister Buronga 

 8 Sept 2020 MDA Region 4 AGM 
and Ordinary Meeting 

Cr MacAllister, Cr 
Heywood & Cr 
Elstone 

Buronga 

 

4. Other items of note 

Nil 

Attachments 

1. OLG Circular 20-29⇩  

2. OLG Circular 20-30⇩   
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9.2 CALL FOR MOTIONS LOCAL GOVERNMENT NSW ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

File Number: RPT/20/409 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Gayle Marsden - Executive Assistant  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       

Summary 

At the 19 February 2020 meeting Council endorsed the Mayor and General Manager to 
represent Council at the Local Government NSW Annual Conference. The conference dates 
have been changed and it will now occur 22 to 24 November 2020. A call for motions closes 
28 September 2020. 

Recommendation 

That Council nominate motions to be put forward for the Local Government NSW Annual 
Conference. 

Detailed Report 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with the opportunity to put forward motions to 
the Local Government NSW Annual Conference. 

Background 

The Local Government NSW Annual Conference is attended by almost all Local Government 
Councils in NSW. It is an opportunity for Councils to network, speak with Ministers and 
promote our local Council. 

Report Detail 

Proposed motions for the conference should be strategic, affect members statewide and 
introduce new or emerging policy issues and actions. When submitting motions, members 
are encouraged to familiarize themselves with the existing principles and positions of 
LGNSW on issues of importance to the sector, as members will be asked to identify if their 
motion is seeking a change to LGNSW’s existing Policy position. 

Conclusion 

Council consider motions to be put forward to the Local Government NSW Annual 
Conference taking into consideration the advice provided by LGNSW. 

Attachments 

Nil 
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9.3 DPIE ASSESSMENT OF TAKE AND PROTECTION DURING FIRST FLUSH 
FLOWS IN THE NORTHERN BASIN REPORT 

File Number: RPT/20/438 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Gayle Marsden - Executive Assistant  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.5 Recognise the importance of a healthy Murray-Darling River 

system       

Summary 

Department of Planning, Industry and Environment has released their Assessment of take 
and protection during first flush flows in the Northern Basin report. (attached) 

In January and February 2020, the NSW Northern Murray Darling Basin received significant 
rainfall and inflows, following an extended dry period. These flows were protected from take 
by section 324 restrictions under the Water Management Act 2000, to meet critical human 
and environmental needs in the northern valleys and the Lower Darling. 

Council has also received a related request from Maryanne Slattery of Slattery & Johnson 
who specialise in water policy and management in the Murray-Darling Basin. This request 
asks for a financial contribution toward the proposed Floodplain Harvesting Project 
(attached). 

Slattery & Johnson have been engaged by Southern Riverina Irrigators to map and estimate 
on-farm storages in Northern NSW. 
  

Recommendation 

That Council notes the Assessment of take and protection during first flush flows in the 
Northern Basin report. 

That Council considers the Floodplain Harvesting Project Proposal from Slattery and 
Johnson determines a financial contribution to the project. 

Detailed Report 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to provide information regarding the Assessment of take and 
protection during first flush flows in the Northern Basin report and how the assessment was 
completed. 

Background 

In January and February 2020, the NSW Northern Murray Darling Basin received significant 
rainfall and inflows, following an extended dry period. These flows were protected from take 
by section 324 restrictions under the Water Management Act 2000, to meet critical human 
and environmental needs in the northern valleys and the Lower Darling. 

Report Detail 

The Department used remote sensing technology (satellite imagery) to estimate the volumes 
of water captured in on-farm storages across the Northern Basin. The department’s report 
provides analyses which enable the volumes of water taken to be compared to the take that 
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could have occurred without restrictions. Some of the keys takeaways of the report are 
outlined below. 

The key flows and volumes that quantify the impact of take on the first flush are: 

• A substantial portion of the inflows were protected from extraction and either 
replenished northern valley systems or passed through to the Barwon-Darling River. 
During February 422,000 ML flowed into the regulated tributaries, of which only 
31,000 ML (7%) was NSW take and 165,000 ML (39%) flowed to the Barwon-Darling 
River. 

• An estimated increase in stored water of approximately 270,000 ML from early 
February to April. 

• If the restrictions weren’t in place and the standard water sharing plan arrangements 
were followed, an additional 100,000 ML of supplementary water could have been 
accessed. 

• An estimated increase in stored water of approximately 30,000 ML from early to mid-
February when temporary exemptions applied. 

 
Slattery & Johnson have been engaged by Southern Riverina Irrigators to map and estimate 
on-farm storages in Northern NSW. They are seeking a financial contribution from local 
councils and community groups for work in addition to the mapping being: 
  

• a background and summary of NSW floodplain harvesting policy and implementation,  

• a review of research and reports related to floodplain harvesting, 

• maps of on-farm storages, 

• an estimate of the volume of on-farm storages, and 

• estimates of water taken by floodplain harvesting and other take from floodplains. 

This project will provide an alternate source of information to help communities scrutinise the 
process. It will help build understanding among communities and organisations about 
floodplain harvesting, how the NSW government intends to implement the policy, and how 
floodplain harvesting will be treated in relation to the Sustainable Diversion Limit. The project 
proposal is attached.  

Conclusion 

Council considers the Assessment of take and protection during first flush flows in the 
Northern Basin report content and also the information in the Floodplain Harvesting Project 
proposal from Slattery & Johnson. 

Attachments 

1. DPIE Report - Assessment of take and protection during flood first flush flows in 
the Northern Basin⇩  

2. Floodplain Harvesting Project Proposal from Slattery & Johnson⇩  

3. Email from Slattery & Johnson⇩   
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9.4 POLICY REVIEW - WELCOME AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

File Number: RPT/20/450 
 
Responsible Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
Responsible Division: Finance and Policy  
Reporting Officer: Hodi Beauliv - Manager Finance  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       

Summary 

The Acknowledgement of Country Policy was last adopted by council on 28 June 2017.  It 
was presented to the Internal Audit and Risk Management Committee for endorsement, but a 
number of issues were identified with the policy.  It was agreed rather than wait until the next 
meeting, the changes should be forwarded to Council for consideration.   

Recommendation 

That Council approves the draft Welcome and Acknowledgement of Country Policy. 

Detailed Report 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to seek council’s endorsement of an amendment to the current 
Acknowledgement of Country Policy.   

This matter has been brought direct to council as changes to the policy were requested when 
it was presented to the Internal Audit and Risk Management Committee in July.   

Background 

Council Policy CC004 – Acknowledgement of Country (DOC/20/825) is currently due to be 
reviewed.  The Acknowledgement of Country policy was endorsed by council on 28 June 
2017. 

On Tuesday 28 July 2020 it was presented to the Internal Audit and Risk Management 
Committee with some suggested minor formatting changes to the policy section, 
amendments to spelling and grammatical errors and a updated wording for the 
acknowledgement. 

Report Detail 

Concerns with the policy were raised at the meeting, particularly in relation to when the policy 
should be used and the clarity between a ‘welcome to country’ and an ‘acknowledgement of 
country’.   

The policy has been updated following the discussions.  A copy of the previously adopted 
policy and the new draft policy are attached for Council’s consideration.   

The policy has been updated to define welcome to country and acknowledgement of country, 
including a minor change to the name of the policy to minimise any potential confusion.  The 
policy has also been updated to reflect when it is appropriate to use.   

Council meetings have been excluded from the scope of this policy, as Section 8.2a of 
Council’s adopted Code of Meeting Practice already outlines the appropriate use of an 
Acknowledgement of Country at a Council meeting:   

“The chairperson will determine whether to deliver a Prayer or 
Acknowledgement of Country”   
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There was also some feedback at the meeting on the preferred wording for the 
acknowledgement.  The wording in the draft policy has been updated based on the current 
wording from Reconciliation Australia: 

“I would like to pay my respect and acknowledge the Traditional Custodians 
of the land on which we are meeting and pay my respects to Elders both 
past, present and future.” 

Some other minor spelling and grammatical errors have also been corrected. 

As the committee requested, the revised policy is now being presented separately to Council 
for consideration. 

Conclusion 

The Acknowledgement of Country policy is due for review.  At the Internal Audit and Risk 
Management committee there was concern regarding the wording of the policy and the 
possible conflict with other Council policies and procedures.  The policy has been updated 
based on feedback from the meeting and is presented for Council’s consideration and 
approval. 

Attachments 

1. Revisions History - Acknowledgement of Country Policy⇩   
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9.5 AF003 REQUESTS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE  

File Number: RPT/20/434 
 
Responsible Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
Responsible Division: Finance and Policy  
Reporting Officer: Shenay Harris - Coordinator Finance and Policy  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       
 

Summary 

Council has provided an allocation of $187,000.00 (inclusive of GST) for the 2020/21 
financial year for the consideration by Council, for the funding of requests from the 
community for financial assistance.  In this financial year, $99,401.00 has been granted to a 
variety of organisations through the annual fees and charges “Exemptions from the 
Application” process.  The total value of requests granted so far for this financial year totals 
$0.00. 

The total value of requests for this August 2020 funding application period totals $14,580.72 
which if granted in full, would leave a balance in the Donations, Contributions and Grants 
fund of $73,018.28. 

 
 

Recommendation 

That Council having considered the current requests for financial assistance, makes 
appropriate recommendations on the level of funding to be provided to each of these 
applications, from the Donations, Contributions and Grants program. 
 

Detailed Report 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to consider requests for financial assistance that have been 
received within the current application period. 

Background 

Council’s ability to make financial contribution and/or in-kind assistance are set out in Section 
356 of the Local Government Act 1993.  To assist Council in its compliance requirement, 
Council has adopted a Donations, Contribution and Grants Policy (AF003), and has provided 
a funding allocation of $187,000.00 (inclusive of GST) for the 2020/21 financial year.  In this 
financial year, $99,401.00 has been granted to a variety of organisations through the annual 
fees and charges “Exemption from the Application” process, as outlined in Appendix A – 
Bodies Granted Exemptions, Fees and Charges 2020/21. 

Matters under consideration 

In this current application period, there have been 7 requests for assistance received from 
Community organisations.  The total value of the requests under consideration is $14,580.72, 
which if granted in full would leave a balance of $73,018.28 for the remainder of 2020/21. 
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Options  

Based on the information contained in this report, the options available to address this matter 
are to:  

a) Consider granting the full value of all requests, or 

b) Consider reducing or declining some applications. 
 

Attachments 

1. DCG Donations Contributions & Grants Applications List August 2020⇩  

2. DCG Donations Contributions & Grants Applications List August 2020 (Under 
Separate Cover)⇨  

3. DCG Donations Contributions & Grants Appliations (Under Separate Cover)⇨   

../../RedirectToInvalidFileName.asp?FileName=OC_19082020_ATT_EXCLUDED.PDF#PAGE=4
../../RedirectToInvalidFileName.asp?FileName=OC_19082020_ATT_EXCLUDED.PDF#PAGE=5
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9.6 WASTE MANAGEMENT FACILITIES OPERATIONS UPDATE 

File Number: RPT/20/443 
 
Responsible Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
Responsible Division: Finance and Policy  
Reporting Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       

Summary 

At the Ordinary Council held on 18 December 2019, Council endorsed the recommendation 
to explore alternative options for the management of Council’s waste facilities.   

An initial analysis of the alternative options and timeframe for a way forward identified 
outsourcing the operations of the facilities as the preferred model for the future direction of 
Councils waste facilities.   

Prior to the report to Council last December, work had already commenced to increase the 
capacity of the Buronga landfill from the current 30,000 tonnes per annum to 100,000 tonnes 
per annum. 

A review of this process highlighted a number of risks associated with the site expansion 
application approval that would have the potential to impact the long term operations of the 
Buronga Landfill site. 

 

Recommendation 

That Council notes the Waste Management Facilities update. 

That Council process the site expansion Development Application prior to commencing the 
tender for operations of Council’s waste facilities.   

Detailed Report 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with an update on Waste Management 
operations. 

Background 

At the Ordinary Council meeting held on 18 December 2019 Council considered a detailed 
report and briefing regarding the operations of Council’s waste facilities. As recommended in 
the report Council resolved the following: 

“That Council authorises the General Manager to investigate options for alternative 
management arrangements of Council’s waste services” 

Matters under consideration 

An initial analysis of the alternative options and timeframe for a way forward identified 
outsourcing the operations of the facilities as the preferred model for the future direction of 
Councils waste facilities.  This remains the mechanism by which this item has progressed 
and leads to the need to have a current approval in place to minimize the risk to potential 
contractors. 
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Prior to the report to Council last December, work had already commenced to increase the 
capacity of the Buronga landfill from the current 30,000 tonnes per annum to 100,000 tonnes 
per annum. Given the level of detail required for the application and the relevant approvals 
process this is expected to take at least another 12 months to complete. 

A review of this process highlighted the following risks associated with the site expansion 
process: 

• Site expansion is not approved 

• Site expansion is approved but with significant conditions that affect the operations of 
the site 

These risks have the potential to impact the long term operations of the Buronga Landfill site 
should Council enter into a long term contract for the operations of the landfill based on the 
assumption that the capacity of the site can be expanded prior to the above process being 
finalised.  

Should Council’s application be rejected this will affect Council’s ability to provide the 
contractor an approved area for waste disposal 

Utilising Council’s Enterprise Risk Management Framework the risks have been assessed as 
follows: 

Site expansion is not approved 

Strategic Risk 

Impact Likelihood Risk Rating 

High Possible High 

Operational Risk 

Impact Likelihood Risk Rating 

Extreme Almost Certain Extreme 

Liability/Legal Risk 

Impact Likelihood Risk Rating 

Extreme Almost Certain Extreme 

 

Site Expansion approved but with significant conditions  

Strategic Risk 

Impact Likelihood Risk Rating 

Medium Possible High 

Operational Risk 

Impact Likelihood Risk Rating 

Medium Possible High 

Liability/Legal Risk 

Impact Likelihood Risk Rating 

Medium Possible High 

 

One or both of these events should they eventuate once a contract has been entered into 
has the potential to impact the landfill operator’s ability to maximise the operations the site.   
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Legal, strategic, financial or policy implications 

These risks could potentially expose Council to possible claims of misrepresentation based 
on the fact that the operator has submitted a tender and entered into a contract in good faith 
based on the information provided during the tender process. 

It would be reasonable to expect that the operator would seek compensation for items such 
as lost profit, residual value on plant and equipment purchased by the Contractor for the 
purposes of the contract and other similar elements. This would likely result in a significant 
expense to Council. 

Even if Council is successful in gaining the expansion approval, the risk that the consent 
conditions built in to the site expansion approval may necessitate a change to site operations 
which the Contractor may then be able to claim as a variation to the contract. This variation 
may then lead to additional costs to Council. 

Council Officers have also considered the option for an operations contract that would run for 
a relatively short duration (ie 3 years), however this reduced time frame would likely have a 
number of potential negative impacts. These include: 

• Restrict the number of potential respondents to such a tender as they would have to 
have the necessary plant and equipment on their asset list; 

• Require plant and equipment to be depreciated over a shorter period, resulting in 
increased fees and charges;  

• Provide a short time to recover initial start up costs, resulting in increased fees and 
charges; 

• Lead to instability in operations as there could be a change in operations after only a 
couple of years; and  

• Increased cost to Council through running multiple tender processes. 

Based on this and considering the likely time frames for the expansion approval process, 
short term contracting is not a preferred option.  

Conclusion 

Therefore, having considered the information provided in this report it is recommended that 
Council should proceed with the finalisation of the site expansion prior to commencing the 
tender process for the operations of the waste facilities.   

While Council is waiting for the site expansion approval, works can commence on the tender 
documentation so that once the approval has been granted the tender process could 
commence straight away which will reduce the timeframes by approximately 6 months.  

 

Attachments 

Nil 
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9.7 MONTHLY FINANCE REPORT  

File Number: RPT/20/419 
 
Responsible Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
Responsible Division: Finance and Policy  
Reporting Officer: Vanessa Lock - Finance Officer  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       
 

Summary 

Rates and Charges collections for the month of July 2020 were $739,381.24.  After allowing 
for pensioner subsidies, the total levies collected are now 8.47%.  For comparison purposes 
9.15% of the levy had been collected at the end of July 2019.  Council currently has 
$26,871,471.00 in cash and investments. 
 

Recommendation 

1. That Council notes the monthly finance report. 

2. That Council approves the incorrectly charged water account of $6,314.40 to be 
written off 

 

Detailed Report 

The purpose of this report is to indicate to Council the position in relation to the rate of 
collections and the balance of cash books. 

 

Reconciliation and Balance of Funds held as at 31 July 2020 

The reconciliation has been carried out between the Cash Book of each fund and the Bank 
Pass Sheet as at 31 July 2020. 
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Collection of Rates and Charges 

Rates and Charges collections for the month of July 2020 were $739,381.24. After allowing 
for pensioner subsidies, the total levies collected are now 8.47%.  A summary of the Rates 
and Charges situation as at 31 July 2020 is as follows: 

 

 

Note: For comparison purposes 9.15% of the levy had been collected at the end of July 
2019. 

 

Council Loans Report 
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Rates/Water write offs and adjustments 

Rates and charges that have been written off under the delegated authority of the General 
Manager for the month of July 2020. 

 

 

Request for authorisation of incorrect water charge to be written off 

Water account 283/36 

An amount of $6,314.40 was charged on water account 283/36 in error and is required to be 
written off. 

A water reading was not able to be obtained on the above property and an estimated reading 
was entered. On the next water billing cycle Council’s meter reader was able to obtain a 
correct reading which was less than the previous estimated reading. When this occurs our 
computer system generates a large bill in error and it was not identified in the water billing 
run. 
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Overtime and Travelling 

 

 

 

Conclusion 

The report indicates to Council that its finances are in a favourable position. 

 
 

Attachments 

Nil 
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9.8 MONTHLY INVESTMENT REPORT 

File Number: RPT/20/373 
 
Responsible Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
Responsible Division: Finance and Policy  
Reporting Officer: Hodi Beauliv - Manager Finance  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       
 

Summary 

As at 31 July 2020 Council had $23,005,304.11 invested in term deposits and $2 million in a 
cash at call account.  Council received $18,314.08 from its investments for the month of July 
2020. 

In July 2020 Council investments averaged a rate of return of 1.23% and it currently has 
$8,466,832.09 of internal restrictions and $14,177,723.24 of external restrictions. 
 

Recommendation 

That Council notes the monthly investment report. 
 

Detailed Report 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to update Council on the current status of its investments. 

Matters under consideration 

As at 31 July 2020 Council had $26,871,471.00 invested with seven financial institutions.   

 

Breakdown of Total Funds Available 
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Investments on Hand as at 31 July 

 

Note: Ratings provided are from Moody’s and Standard & Poors Rating Agencies 
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Breakdown 

 

Summary – Unexpended Grants as at 31 July 2020 

 

Total funds invested 

 
 

From the five term deposits that matured in July and the interest earned on the funds in the 
at call accounts, Council earned $18,314.08 in interest.  The budget for July was $37,500.00. 
Year to date Council has received $18,314.08 in interest. The year to date budget was 
$37,500.00. 
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Investments maturing in July 2020 

 

Interest received July 2020 

 

Total Interest received July 2020 – June 2021 

 

 $-

 $100

 $200

 $300

 $400

 $500

 $600

 $700

 $800

 Jul  Aug  Sep  Oct  Nov  Dec  Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  Jun

Th
o

u
sa

n
d

s

 2018-2019

 2019-2020

 2020-2021

 Budget



Ordinary Meeting AGENDA 19 August 2020 

Page 177 

For July 2020 Council’s investments returned an effective average rate of 1.23%.  Year to 
date the effective average rate has been 1.23%.  The budget for 2020-2021 was 1.50%.   

Effective average Interest Rate 

 
 

Conclusion 

The Director Finance and Policy certifies that all investments have been made in accordance 
with the Local Government Act 1993 (NSW), Local Government (General) Regulations 2005 
and Council’s investment policy. 

Council is investing its funds prudently to optimise returns and reduce exposure to risk in 
accordance with legislation and its own investment policy.   

Attachments 

Nil 
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9.9 REQUEST TO AFFIX SEAL - DISCOVERY HOLDIAY PARKS VARIATION TO 
BURONGA CARAVAN PARK LEASE 

File Number: RPT/20/387 
 
Responsible Officer: Matthew Carlin - Director Health and Planning  
Responsible Division: Health and Planning  
Reporting Officer: Hilary Dye - Property and Land Tenure Officer  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.2 Plan for and develop the right assets and infrastructure       

Summary 

Council has entered into a lease (AP523893) agreement with Discovery Holiday Parks. In 
part of this lease is an agreed Capital Works Schedule to upgrade a number of infrastructure 
and compliance issues in three stages, within an agreed timeframe. 

Discovery Parks has requested an extension of time to complete stage 1. The challenges of 
COVID-19 has caused a delay in completing all the proposed works, therefore a variation to 
the original lease capital works target dates has been requested.  

A Variation of Lease has been prepared by the Discovery Holiday Parks which is required to 
be signed, sealed and delivered under seal.   

 

Recommendation 

Pursuant to Clause 400 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 Council 
endorses the variations to the lease and authorises the Mayor and General Manager to 
execute the agreement and affix the seal of the Wentworth Shire Council.   

Detailed Report 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to seek a resolution of Council to execute a Variation of Lease 
for the Discovery Holiday Parks schedule of works. 

Background 

In the current lease there are a number of outstanding compliance matters that still need to 
be addressed. Discovery Parks have been working through these issues since their 
commencement at Buronga Riverside Caravan Park. Seven of the ten items required by 30 
June 2020 have been completed however, with the challenges brought about by COVID 
Discovery Parks are anticipating a delay in the final 3 items required by 30 June 2020. 
Therefore, they respectfully request an extension of the time to complete these works to 30 
June 2021. 

Amendment to the Schedule of Works required in relation to (i) fire hose reels and hydrants 
and (ii) sewer connections for powered caravan sites has been more significant that had 
been originally anticipated. This was further complicated by limitations in existing 
infrastructure (e.g. water pressure) that has resulted in the estimates for these items being 
greater than captured in the schedule. 

Matters under consideration 

It is believed it to be in both Discovery’s and Council’s interest that the Schedules attached to 
the leases be revised to reflect a new priority of works and their estimated cost as identified 
below. 



Ordinary Meeting AGENDA 19 August 2020 

Page 179 

 

 

Stage 1 Capital Works – to be completed by 30 June 

2021 Work description 

Estimated 

Cost inc GST 

Status 

at 11/6 

Undertake minor repairs and update labelling to existing MSB and 

distribution boards 

11,870.65 complete 

Add testable backflow prevention at incoming meters 

Add testable backflow prevention on any taps or water outlets 

near sullage dump points and pool 

10,659.00 complete 

Add more fire hose reels for complete coverage   

Add fire hydrant system connected to existing raw water supply 236,500.00  

Provide capped and bunded sewer connections for powered 

caravan sites (approx. 356 priority van sites) 

44,000.00  

Sewerage pump upgrade 9,852.70 complete 

Fit thermostatic mixing valves within 6m of any shower or basin 

tap in amenities 

 
 
 
 
 

14,025.00 

 
 
 
 
 

complete 

Re-instate circulating pump in central amenities block 

Reset hot water supply temperature in continuous flow hot water units 
to 50C 

TOTAL 326,907.35  

 

Stage 2 Capital Works – to be completed by 31 December 

2021 Work description 

Estimated 

Cost inc GST 

Additional Sewer Mains 44,000.00 

Additional Pumping Station 27,500.00 

TOTAL 71,500.00 

 

Stage 3 Capital Works – to be completed by 31 December  

2021 Work description 

Estimated 
Cost inc GST 

Upgrade Cons Mains and Main Switchboard 44,000.00 

Augment Essential Energy Supply 55,000.00 

Upgrade Water Connection 16,500.00 

Additional Water Mains 22,000.00 

TOTAL 137,500.00 
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The Variation of lease (AP523893) is required to be signed, sealed and delivered. 

 

Conclusion 

The Variation of Lease is a legal document that is required to be executed under the Seal of 
the Wentworth Shire Council.  

 

Attachments 

Nil 
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9.10 REQUEST TO AFFIX SEAL - ROAD SERVICES COMPENSATION AGREEMENT / 
TRONOX MINING AUSTRALIA - A52 NOB ROAD 

File Number: RPT/20/393 
 
Responsible Officer: Matthew Carlin - Director Health and Planning  
Responsible Division: Health and Planning  
Reporting Officer: Hilary Dye - Property and Land Tenure Officer  
 
Objective: 1.0 Wentworth is a vibrant, growing and thriving Shire 
Strategy: 1.1 Grow the potential for business and industry to develop and 

expand       

Summary 

Council is entering into a Road Services Compensation Agreement with Tronox Mining 
Australia Limited to reimburse all Council’s expenses in relation to the closure and reopening 
of Nob Road Pooncarie.  

Council being the Road Authority will need to undertake the procedure of the road closure 
and the road opening following the NSW legislative procedure set out in the Roads Act 1993. 

A Deed of Agreement has been prepared to recover all of Council’s expenditure which is to 
be signed, sealed and delivered under seal. 

 

Recommendation 

Pursuant to clause 400 of the Local Government (General Regulation) 2005, Council 
authorises the Mayor and General Manager to execute the Road Services Compensation 
Agreement and affix the Wentworth Shire Council seal to the Deed of Agreement with Tronox 
Mining Australia Limited. 

Detailed Report 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to seek a resolution of Council to execute a Road Services 
Compensation Deed of Agreement with Tronox Mining Australia Limited.  

 

Background 

Council has already resolved to proceed with Tronox’s proposal as reported at the 22 April 
2020, Ordinary Council Meeting RPT/20/393. 

 
 The parties have agreed to enter into this Agreement to set out the agreed terms in 
relation to such services and compensation.  
  
The proposal consists closing off a section of the existing Nob Road, with a new realignment 
to the west and a new intersection into Roo Roo Road. The Shire being the Road Authority 
has agreed to undertake certain services associated with the realignment and closure of the 

Road and Tronox pays the Shire or otherwise reimburses the Shire for all fees, costs and 
expenses incurred as defined in Part 13 Division 5 Section 223 Road Act 1993 a Road 
Authority may charge fees for services. 
 
 Tronox at its own cost, is to undertake the construction of the new Road, in accordance 
with the requirements of the Wentworth Shire Council.  
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Conclusion 

The Road Services Compensation Deed of Agreement is a legal document that is required to 
be executed under the Seal of the Wentworth Shire Council.  
 

 

Attachments 

1. Road Services Compensation Deed of Agreement - Tronox Mining Australia 
Limited⇩   



Item 9.10 - Attachment 1 Road Services Compensation Deed of Agreement - Tronox Mining Australia 
Limited 

 

Page 183 

 
  



Item 9.10 - Attachment 1 Road Services Compensation Deed of Agreement - Tronox Mining Australia 
Limited 

 

Page 184 

 
  



Item 9.10 - Attachment 1 Road Services Compensation Deed of Agreement - Tronox Mining Australia 
Limited 

 

Page 185 

 
  



Item 9.10 - Attachment 1 Road Services Compensation Deed of Agreement - Tronox Mining Australia 
Limited 

 

Page 186 

 
  



Item 9.10 - Attachment 1 Road Services Compensation Deed of Agreement - Tronox Mining Australia 
Limited 

 

Page 187 

 
  



Item 9.10 - Attachment 1 Road Services Compensation Deed of Agreement - Tronox Mining Australia 
Limited 

 

Page 188 

 
  



Item 9.10 - Attachment 1 Road Services Compensation Deed of Agreement - Tronox Mining Australia 
Limited 

 

Page 189 

 
  



Item 9.10 - Attachment 1 Road Services Compensation Deed of Agreement - Tronox Mining Australia 
Limited 

 

Page 190 

 
  



Item 9.10 - Attachment 1 Road Services Compensation Deed of Agreement - Tronox Mining Australia 
Limited 

 

Page 191 

 



Ordinary Meeting AGENDA 19 August 2020 

Page 192 

9.11 REQUEST TO AFFIX COUNCIL SEAL - A43 HENDY ROAD BURONGA - DEED OF 
AGREEMENT LANDHOLDERS COMPENSATION  

File Number: RPT/20/416 
 
Responsible Officer: Matthew Carlin - Director Health and Planning  
Responsible Division: Health and Planning  
Reporting Officer: Hilary Dye - Property and Land Tenure Officer  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.1 Promote the efficient delivery of water supply, sewer and 

drainage services for the long term interests of future 
generations       

Summary 

Council is entering into a Deed of Agreement for Easement with affected landholders of the 
Hendy Road Buronga, Sewer Pump Station stage #1 and #2 upgrade works.  

Under the terms of the Land Acquisition Act 1991, Council is responsible for any cost that the 
owner reasonably incurs in association with Council acquiring the easement for sewer over 
his/her land which an underground sewer main has been installed. 

Subject to the terms of this Deed, the Landowner has agreed to grant the Easement over 
their land to Council, for the operation, protection and maintenance of the works, for which 
compensation is payable. 

 

Recommendation 

Pursuant to Clause 400 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005 Council 
endorses the Deed of Agreement and authorises the Mayor and General Manager to execute 
the agreement and affix the seal of the Wentworth Shire Council.   

Detailed Report 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to seek a resolution of Council to execute a Deed of Agreement 
for Easement with individual landholders affected by the Hendy Road sewer realignment 
project.  

 

Background 

The Landowner is the registered proprietor of the Land and Council requested permission to 
construct the works on the land and the landowner agreed to the construction of the Works.  

Herron Todd White completed an assessment of compensation on behalf of Wentworth Shire 
Council which was tabled at a closed session of the Ordinary Council Meeting on 24 June 
2020 (RPT/20/340). Council resolved to proceed with compensation payable to each 
landholder. 

Council engaged Bartier Perry Lawyers to prepare a Deed of Agreement for Easement. 

NSW Public Works Advisory will consult with impacted residential property owners to set out 
the agreed terms in relation to such services and compensation to finalise the creation of the 
easement. 
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Conclusion 

The Deed of Agreement for Easement is a legal document that is required to be executed 
under the Seal of the Wentworth Shire Council.  

 

Attachments 

1. Deed of Agreement for Easement A43 Hendy Road, Buronga⇩   



Item 9.11 - Attachment 1 Deed of Agreement for Easement A43 Hendy Road, Buronga 
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9.12 NAMING OF WENTWORTH SHOWGROUNDS PAVILION 

File Number: RPT/20/417 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Hilary Dye - Property and Land Tenure Officer  
 
Objective: 2.0 Wentworth is a desirable Shire to visit, live, work and invest 
Strategy: 2.5 Maintain/create desirable open spaces and recreation 

facilities       

Summary 

Council has received a request from the Wentworth Show Society to rename the newly 
constructed community purpose building the “Wentworth Showgrounds Community Pavilion”. 

The Wentworth Show Society Committee resolved at their 9 July 2020, General Meeting to 
endorse the renaming of the “Barrett Pavilion” to the “Wentworth Showgrounds Community 
Pavilion” as this tells you where it is, what it is and that it is for the whole of the community. 
The Committee feels that the newly chosen name is inclusive and will be relevant for a very 
long time. 

Recommendation 

That Council endorses the request to formally rename the newly built community pavilion at 
the Wentworth Showgrounds the “Wentworth Showgrounds Community Pavilion”. 

Detailed Report 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is for the Wentworth Shire Council to endorse the renaming of the 
Barrett Pavilion at the Wentworth Showgrounds.   

Background 

The Wentworth Show Society are an annual Licenced User of Crown Land Reserves 
630001, 67891, 73351, 75014. 

The project commenced in 2019 to replace the old Barrett Pavilion with a new state of the art 
multipurpose pavilion for the utilisation of the whole community. It was envisaged that the 
new building would boost the profile of the Wentworth Showgrounds facilities with the 
potential to attract a number of local, regional, national and international events and provide 
an immense economic benefit to the region. 

Guidance was obtained from the (GNB) Geographical Names Board and that of NSW Crown 
Lands to ensure they had no specific naming requirements.  

Information provided by NSW Crown Lands, if the intent is to name the pavilion and not to 
change the reserve name, then there are no requirements from Crown Lands. It was also 
suggested that Council contact the Geographical Names Board (GNB) to ensure the 
proposed name is appropriate.  

Geographical Names Board (GNB) does not have statutory responsibility for naming 
buildings (they were informed that the name was not that of a living person) however, the 
Board did encourage the naming guidelines be followed. Once the name has been finalised 
Council is to inform the GNB to have their mapping team include it in the Spatial Services 
database. 

Public consultation was conducted to create a shortlist of names, The Committee resolved 
that the “Wentworth Showgrounds Community Pavilion” is their preferred option.  
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Conclusion 

The new constructed Pavilion can be renamed by the community at the discretion of the 
Council. 

Attachments 

1. Wentworth Show Society Committee - Snowy Barrett renamed to Wentworth 
Showgrounds Community Pavilion⇩   



Item 9.12 - Attachment 1 Wentworth Show Society Committee - Snowy Barrett renamed to Wentworth 
Showgrounds Community Pavilion 
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9.13 DELEGATED AUTHORITY APPROVALS AS AT END OF JULY 2020 

File Number: RPT/20/456 
 
Responsible Officer: Matthew Carlin - Director Health and Planning  
Responsible Division: Health and Planning  
Reporting Officer: Nicky Meredith - Coordinator Health and Planning  
 
Objective: 1.0 Wentworth is a vibrant, growing and thriving Shire 
Strategy: 1.1 Grow the potential for business and industry to develop and 

expand       
 

Summary 

For the month of July 2020, a total of 18 Development Applications and six S4.55 
Modification Applications were determined under delegated authority by the Director Health 
and Planning.     

The estimated value of the determined developments was $4,984,015.00.  This brings the 
year to date total to 90 Development Applications and 25 S4.55 Applications approved, with 
an estimated development value of $22,763,809.00. 
 

Recommendation 

a) That Council receives and notes the report for the month of July 2020. 

b) That Council publicly notifies, for the purposes of Schedule 1 Division 4 Section 20 (2) of 
the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979, the applications as listed in the 
attachment on the Wentworth Shire Council website. 

c) That a division be called in accordance with S375A of the Local Government Act 1993 
(NSW). 

 

Detailed Report 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with a list of Development Applications as 
tabled in Attachment 1, determined under delegated authority by the Director Health and 
Planning for the month of July 2020, hence complying with the requirements under section 
3.20 of the Office of Local Government Promoting Better Practice Program.  

Conclusion 

The total value of determinations was $4,984,015.00 for the month of July 2020, which was 
more than the previous month of $3,255,151.00.  The average determination time was 27 
days. 
 

 

Attachments 

1. Determination of Development Applications for the month of July 2020⇩   



Item 9.13 - Attachment 1 Determination of Development Applications for the month of July 2020 
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9.14 DARETON MEN IN A SHED - FUTURE NEEDS 

File Number: RPT/20/440 
 
Responsible Officer: Matthew Carlin - Director Health and Planning  
Responsible Division: Health and Planning  
Reporting Officer: Matthew Carlin - Director Health and Planning  
 
Objective: 2.0 Wentworth is a desirable Shire to visit, live, work and invest 
Strategy: 2.1 Grow visitation to the Shire by developing a quality visitor 

experience and promoting our destination       

Summary 

The Secretary of Dareton Men in a Shed have written to Council seeking our assistance in 
any way possible to help them relocate to a new purpose-built facility to be constructed on 
the parcel of land behind the existing public swimming pool on Lot 101 DP 1232722 in 
Matong Street, Dareton. 

Recommendation 

That Council supports the concept of the Dareton Men in a Shed infrastructure being located 
on Lot 101 DP 1232722 subject to the regulated approvals process; and further that Dareton 
Men in a Shed be encouraged to lodge a formal development application to officially 
commence the process.  

Detailed Report 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to advise Council of the statutory requirements that may impact 
on their proposal and how Council can assist them. 

Background 

The Dareton Men in a Shed are seeking to relocate into a new purpose-built facility that will 
include a new Men’s shed, a community hub and potential for a museum to house some of 
the local history. It has been explained to Council this decision is based on an examination of 
the future needs for their members and physical assets.  

Report Detail 

The proposed site is identified as Lot 101 DP 1232722 in Matong Street, Dareton. It is zoned 
RU5 – Village and is controlled by the Crown. While the proposal is permitted with consent 
under the Wentworth LEP 2011 which requires the lodgment a development application 
(DA), Dareton Men in a Shed will need land owner or Crown Land consent before a DA can 
be lodged.  

If a DA is lodged, it should be noted this will trigger integrated development requirements i.e.; 
Council will refer the DA to NTSCORP as the site has a co-existing Native Title 
determination. Additionally, as part of due diligence there is an expectation to carry out a 
search on the Aboriginal Heritage Information Management System (AHIMS) web services. 

Council staff can assist Dareton Men in Shed by engaging with them at this early stage to 
enter into discussions around grant funding availability, development application and 
paperwork preparation as well as initial discussions with the relevant state agencies to avoid 
unnecessary delays during the referral process. 

Conclusion 

Council have written to Dareton Men in a Shed responding to their letter advising them the 
Health and Planning team are willing and able to meet their representative(s) to discuss their 
future needs per the contents of their letter.  
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Attachments 

1. Dareton Men in a Shed seeking WSC support with regard to future building 
needs for our members⇩  

2. Dareton Men in a Shed Concept Plans⇩   



Item 9.14 - Attachment 1 Dareton Men in a Shed seeking WSC support with regard to future building 
needs for our members 
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9.15 WENTWORTH AERODROME UPGRADE - PROJECT UPGRADE 

File Number: RPT/20/378 
 
Responsible Officer: Geoff Gunn - Director Roads and Engineering  
Responsible Division: Roads and Engineering  
Reporting Officer: Tarryn Kampman - Administration Officer  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.2 Plan for and develop the right assets and infrastructure       

Summary 

As part of the OLG Capital Expenditure Review, quarterly project update reports are required 
to be provided to Council. 

The report includes overall progress of the project, identifies any budget variances that may 
impact on the project and also identifies any issues that may have an adverse impact on the 
works. 

Council are currently undertaking a major upgrade of the Wentworth Aerodrome. The works 
include the construction of a new 08/26 Runway and redevelopment of the existing 08/26 
Runway to a parallel taxiway, plus an upgrade and expansion of the existing apron area. The 
new runway and supporting infrastructure have been designed to Code 2B instrument, non-
precision requirements in accordance with the Part 139 (Aerodrome) Manual of Standards 
2019 (MOS). 

As part of the project Pilot Activated Lighting (PAL) will be installed enabling 24-hour usage 
of the Aerodrome. This incorporates Aeronautical Ground Lighting (AGL), Apron 
Floodlighting and Illuminated Wind Direction Indicators (IWDI).  

NSW Treasury confirmed in May 2019 that Council was successful in securing $8,420,000 in 
Restart funding though the Regional Growth: Economic Activation Fund – Growing Local 
Economies Program. With Council’s contribution of $700,000 the overall budget for the 
project equals $9,120,000.  

 

Recommendation 

That Council notes the information contained in this report.  

Detailed Report 

Background 

To date the following works have been completed: 

• Site establishment; 

• Full site survey and set up of reference markers; 

• Installation of all stormwater culvert crossings and table drain connections; 

• Installation of all electrical lighting duct bank crossings across runway and taxiway 
areas; 

• Bulk earthworks cut and fill of 50,000m2, shaping and set out of the runway, taxiway 
and apron areas; 

• Establishment of materials stockpile sites and supply and delivery of 40,000 tonne of 
class 3 road base materials;  



Ordinary Meeting AGENDA 19 August 2020 

Page 226 

• Lime stabilisation of 53,000m2 of subgrade materials on the runway and taxiway; 

• Placement of 75% of all runway pavement materials; 

• New toilet block and undercover seating area have been ordered and delivery 
expected mid-September;  

• New Aerodrome office building ordered and scheduled to be delivered to site mid-
August;    

• Awarding of runway and apron floodlighting tender; 

• Awarding of the supply, delivery and placement of the bitumen, asphalt and 
Linemarking tender.  

The project is currently running to schedule and on budget with no individual contract 
variations incurred to date. With the resent border closures and wet weather there may be 
delays incurred with the placement of the remaining runway material. The company that was 
awarded the contract is based in the border town of Mildura (Victoria). Other supplies and 
services, namely electrical and lighting components that can only be purchased from outside 
the Shire may also be severely impacted by the NSW border closures.  

 

Attachments 

1. Photos of Aerodrome Upgrade Works - June and July⇩   



Item 9.15 - Attachment 1 Photos of Aerodrome Upgrade Works - June and July 
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9.16 PROJECT AND WORKS REPORT UPDATE - AUGUST 2020 

File Number: RPT/20/431 
 
Responsible Officer: Geoff Gunn - Director Roads and Engineering  
Responsible Division: Roads and Engineering  
Reporting Officer: Tarryn Kampman - Administration Officer  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.2 Plan for and develop the right assets and infrastructure       

Summary 

This report provides a summary of the major works undertaken by the Roads and 
Engineering Division which have been completed during the months of June and July 2020 
and the planned works for August 2020. 

Recommendation 

That Council notes the major works undertaken for June and July and the proposed works 
for August 2020. 

Detailed Report 

During June and July, the Roads and Engineering Division continued with maintenance 
grading on identified roads to remove known hazards and improve surface conditions.  

Other projects  

June and July have seen major works continuing on the Gol Gol Water Treatment Plant 
electrical and process upgrade, Wentworth and Dareton Sewer Upgrades and the Wentworth 
Aerodrome. 

 

Attachments 

1. Attachment 1 - Projects and Works Update⇩  

2. Attachment 2 - Project and Works Photos⇩   



Item 9.16 - Attachment 1 Attachment 1 - Projects and Works Update 
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10 NOTICES OF MOTIONS / QUESTIONS WITH NOTICE 

10.1 MENINDEE LAKES WATER SAVINGS PROJECT 

File Number: RPT/20/406   

 

Councillor MacAllister has indicated her intention to move the following motion: 

 

Motion 

That Wentworth Shire Council rejects all options put forward by consultants GHD and 
strongly questions the integrity of the process in relation to the Menindee Lakes Water 
Savings Project. 

Further, that Wentworth Shire Council write to the NSW Premier and Federal Minister for 
Water, the Hon. Keith Pitt, advising that the process of engagement is deliberately divisive, 
lacks factual content and is therefore unsatisfactory and that numerous valid community 
concerns have not been addressed and continue to be avoided, putting water recovery under 
the Basin Plan in jeopardy 

 

Attachments 

1. Structures Matrix⇩  

2. Revised Schematics and Descriptions⇩  

3. Menindee SAG SDL project stakeholder concerns 27 July 2020⇩  

4. Central Darling Shire SDL Project SAG concerns⇩   
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11 CONCLUSION OF THE MEETING 

NEXT MEETING 

16 September 2020  
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