
 

 

 

WENTWORTH SHIRE COUNCIL 

Amendments have been made to the Local Government Act 1993 (the Act) allowing councils to 
meet remotely to assist them to manage the risk of transmission of the COVID-19 virus at their 
meetings and to ensure compliance with the Public Health Order. The amendments came into 
effect on 25 March 2020 and will operate for a period of six months, but may be extended to 12 
months by regulation if required. 

 

The amendment to the Act also provides that the requirement under section 10 for meetings to 
be open to members of the public is satisfied if a webcast of the meeting is made public.  

 

Accordingly this meeting will be livestreamed via council’s Facebook page. 

 

 

Notice is hereby given, in accordance with the provisions of the Local Government Act 
1993 that an ORDINARY MEETING of Wentworth Shire Council will be held at the 
MIDWAY CENTRE, MIDWAY DRIVE, BURONGA for councillors who wish to 
attend in person, OR VIA VIDEO CONFERENCE for those who prefer not to attend in 
person .  The meeting will commence at 10.00AM. 

 
KEN ROSS 
GENERAL MANAGER 

 
 

  

ORDINARY MEETING 

AGENDA 

 

24 JUNE 2020 

 





Ordinary Meeting AGENDA 24 June 2020 

Page i 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

ITEM SUBJECT PAGE NO 

  

1 OPENING OF MEETING ....................................................................................... 1 

2 PRAYER OR ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY.......................................... 1 

3 APOLOGIES AND APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE ........................ 1 

4 DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS .......................................................................... 1 

5 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES ............................................................................ 1 

6 OUTSTANDING MATTERS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS .............................. 31 

6.1 Request for information regarding hiring of Midway Centre .................... 31 

6.2 Listing of outstanding matters ................................................................ 35 

7 MAYORAL AND COUNCILLOR REPORTS ....................................................... 43 

7.1 Mayoral Report ...................................................................................... 43 

7.2 Activity Report - Councillor Jane MacAllister .......................................... 44 

8 REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES ....................................................................... 47 

8.1 Murray Darling Association (MDA) Delegates Report May 2020 ............ 47 

9 REPORTS TO COUNCIL .................................................................................... 65 

9.1 General Manager's Report ..................................................................... 65 

9.2 Adoption of the 2020/21 Operational Plan .............................................. 81 

9.3 Trentham Cliffs Development - Provision Of Water and Sewer .............. 89 

9.4 2020 LGNSW Water Management Conference ...................................... 91 

9.5 Monthly Finance Report ......................................................................... 92 

9.6 Monthly Investment Report .................................................................... 96 

9.7 Determination of Councillor Remuneration for 2020/2021 .................... 101 

9.8 Managing Financial Hardship from COVID-19 for Regular User Group 
Agreements.......................................................................................... 103 

9.9 Delegated Authority Approvals as at end of May 2020 ......................... 106 

9.10 Draft Policies for Public Exhibition ........................................................ 108 

9.11 Projects and Works Report Update - June 2020 .................................. 136 

10 NOTICES OF MOTIONS / QUESTIONS WITH NOTICE ................................... 151 

10.1 Notice of Motion from Councillor Wheeldon ......................................... 151 

10.2 Questions with notice ........................................................................... 153 

11 CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS – ADJOURNMENT INTO CLOSED SESSION .... 155 



Ordinary Meeting AGENDA 24 June 2020 

Page ii 

12 OPEN COUNCIL - REPORT FROM CLOSED COUNCIL ................................. 157 

12.1 Plant Replacement - Approval of Tenders for Replacement of plant 
645 - Super Cab Tipping Body 4x2 Utility ............................................. 157 

12.2 Wentworth Aerodrome Upgrade - Supply and Installation of the 
Aerodrome Lighting PT1920/06............................................................ 157 

12.3 Easement Acquisition for the Buronga Sewer Pump Station #1 and 
Hendy Road Sewer Stage 1 and 2 Upgrade Works.............................. 157 

13 CONCLUSION OF THE MEETING ................................................................... 159 

NEXT MEETING ............................................................................................................. 159 



Ordinary Meeting AGENDA 24 June 2020 

Page 1 

1 OPENING OF MEETING  

The Mayor will invite the General Manager to provide information regarding the live-
streaming of the meeting.   

2 PRAYER OR ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

3 APOLOGIES AND APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE   

4 DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 

 
  

5 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES  

Recommendation 

That the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held 13 May 2020 be confirmed as 
circulated. 
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1 OPENING OF MEETING 

2 PRAYER OR ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

The Mayor opened the meeting with a prayer at 10.03am 
 
PRESENT: 

 
COUNCILLORS: Councillor Melisa Hederics (Mayor) 

Councillor Tim Elstone (Deputy Mayor) 
Councillor Greg Evans 
Councillor Steve Heywood  
Councillor Jane MacAllister 
Councillor Susan Nichols 
Councillor Peter Nunan 
Councillor Bill Wheeldon OAM 

 
STAFF: Ken Ross (General Manager) 

Matthew Carlin (Director Health and Planning) 
Geoff Gunn (Director Roads and Engineering) 
Simon Rule (Director Finance and Policy) 
Paula Mastrippolito (Manager Organisational Support) 

 

3 APOLOGIES AND APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

Councillor Don McKinnon is an apology and has requested a leave of absence for 
this meeting. 

Council Resolution 

That Council notes the apology from Councillor McKinnon be noted and the leave 
of absence request for this meeting be granted.    

Moved  Cr. Wheeldon, Seconded Cr. Elstone 

CARRIED 
  

4 DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 

The Mayor advised that she has a significant non-pecuniary interest in item 9.7 
because she is on the Board of the Sunraysia Motor Sports Club Inc. 

ADJOURNMENT TO CONDUCT PUBLIC FORUM 

Recommendation 

That the Ordinary Meeting of Council be adjourned for the purpose of conducting a 
public forum, noting that on this occasion the video conference will be continued in 
order to comply with the requirements of the Local Government Act.  

Council Resolution 

That the Ordinary Meeting of Council be adjourned for the purpose of conducting a 
public forum, noting that on this occasion the video conference will be continued in 
order to comply with the requirements of the Local Government Act. 

Moved  Cr. Nunan, Seconded Cr. MacAllister 

CARRIED 
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The ordinary meeting was adjourned at 10.04am 

The following people addressed the public forum, via video conference facilities:  
1) Angus Whyte –  addressed the meeting at 10.05am 

a) A grid caused damage to his truck and there was lack of response from 
Wentworth Shire.  He believes that the lack of maintenance is a risk to council 
and made several points in relation to this issue.  

Concluded at 10.19am 
 

2) Bev Wishart  - addressed the meeting at 10.20am 

• Item 9.11 Development Application 2020/016 Domestic Storage Shed 50 Cobb & 
Co Way Gol Gol  - (Speaking against the application)  

Concluded at 10.28am 
 

3) Justin McPhee - addressed the meeting at 10.28am 

• Item 9.11 Development Application 2020/016 Domestic Storage Shed 50 Cobb & 
Co Way Gol Gol  - (Speaking against the application) 

Concluded at 10.37am 
 

4) Craig Mills – addressed the meeting at 10.38am 

• Item 9.11 Development Application 2020/016 Domestic Storage Shed 50 Cobb & 
Co Way Gol Gol  (Speaking for the application) 

Concluded at 10.49pm 
 

RECONVENE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 
 

Recommendation 

That the Ordinary meeting of Council be reconvened. 

Council Resolution 

That the Ordinary meeting of Council be reconvened. 

Moved  Cr. Nunan, Seconded Cr. Wheeldon 

CARRIED 

The Ordinary meeting of council resumed at 10.51am 

The Mayor invited the General Manager to read announcements in relation to the 
webcasting of the meeting.   

5 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

Recommendation 

That the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held 22 April 2020 be confirmed as circulated. 

Council Resolution 

That the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held 22 April 2020 be confirmed as circulated, 
noting that item 10.5 is to be amended to reflect the request for a solid base to the area 
around the tap.   

Moved  Cr. Elstone, Seconded Cr. Wheeldon 

CARRIED 

The recording of the previous meeting was checked post meeting and it was confirmed 
that the mover and seconder in item 9.3 had been correctly recorded in the minutes.   
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6 OUTSTANDING MATTERS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

6.1 OUTSTANDING ITEMS - SUMMARY LIST  

File Number: RPT/20/310 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Paula Mastrippolito - Manager Organisational Support  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       

Summary 

The Outstanding Actions report provides details of activities raised at previous Council 
meetings that remain outstanding.  
 

Officer Recommendation 

That Council notes the list of outstanding action items. 

Council Resolution 

That Council notes the list of outstanding action items. 

Moved  Cr. MacAllister, Seconded Cr. Evans 

CARRIED 
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7 MAYORAL AND COUNCILLOR REPORTS 

7.1 MAYORAL REPORT 

File Number: RPT/20/228   
 
 

Recommendation 

That Council notes the information contained in the Mayoral report.  

Council Resolution 

That Council notes the information contained in the Mayoral report. 

Moved  Cr. MacAllister, Seconded Cr. Elstone 

CARRIED 
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8 REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES 

8.1 MURRAY DARLING ASSOCIATION (MDA) DELEGATES REPORT APRIL 2020 

File Number: RPT/20/249 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Gayle Marsden - Executive Assistant  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.5 Recognise the importance of a healthy Murray-Darling River 

system       

Summary 

At the 20 April 2020 Murray Darling Association (MDA) Board meeting it was resolved that a 
monthly Delegate’s Report be forwarded to all member Councils & delegates.  

The item of note from the most recent meeting (board meeting 396) report is that Wentworth 
Shire Council has been awarded the Region 4 hosting rights for the 2021 National 
Conference, the date of which is yet to be determined.   

There is also a call for motions for the Murray Darling Association AGM. 

 

Recommendation 

1. That Council notes the Delegate’s Report for April 2020 from the Murray Darling 
Association, and notes that Wentworth Shire will be hosting the 2021 National 
Conference.   

2. That Council formalises motions for submission to the Murray Darling Association AGM.  

Council Resolution 

1. That Council notes the Delegate’s Report for April 2020 from the Murray Darling 
Association, and notes that Wentworth Shire will be hosting the 2021 National 
Conference.   

2. That Council formalises motions for submission to the Murray Darling Association AGM. 

Moved  Cr. MacAllister, Seconded Cr. Elstone 

CARRIED 
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8.2 INTERNAL AUDIT AND RISK MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

File Number: RPT/20/268 
 
Responsible Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
Responsible Division: Finance and Policy  
Reporting Officer: Paula Mastrippolito - Manager Organisational Support  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       

Summary 

A meeting of the Internal Audit and Risk Management Committee was held on 28 April 2020 
and the Minutes of the meeting are attached to this report for the information of Councillors. 

The Committee has requested that the Reporting Officer seeks resolutions of Council on the 
adoption of the Quarterly Budget Review Statement.  If approved, the net result of variances 
for the March 2020 quarter is an unfavorable operational variance of $250,000 and a 
favorable capital variance of $1,050,000.  A total favorable variance of $800,000. 

 
 

Officer Recommendation 

That Council approves the variations to the 2019/20 Operational Plan adopted at the council 
meeting on 26 June 2019.  

Council Resolution 

That Council approves the variations to the 2019/20 Operational Plan adopted at the council 
meeting on 26 June 2019. 

Moved  Cr. Nichols, Seconded Cr. MacAllister 

CARRIED 
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9 REPORTS TO COUNCIL 

9.1 GENERAL MANAGER'S REPORT 

File Number: RPT/20/227 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Gayle Marsden - Executive Assistant  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       

Summary 

The General Manager’s report details information pertaining to meetings attended and 
general information which are of public interest, and which have not been reported elsewhere 
in this agenda.  Items of note in this report are: 

1. OLG Circulars 

• Details of OLG Circulars 20-12 to 20-15 

2. Meetings 

As listed 

3. Upcoming meetings or events 

As listed 

4. Other items of note 

 

Recommendation 

That Council notes the information contained within the report from the General Manager.  

Council Resolution 

That Council notes the information contained within the report from the General Manager. 

Moved  Cr. Elstone, Seconded Cr. Wheeldon 

CARRIED 
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9.2 DROUGHT COMMUNITIES EXTENSION PROGRAMME 

File Number: RPT/20/284 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Report Author: Ken Ross - General Manager        
 

Summary 

Council is eligible to access up to $1,000,000 to support local community infrastructure and 
other drought relief projects for communities that have been impacted by drought. The funds 
have been made available under the Federal Government’s Drought Communities Extension 
Program. 

Funding will target infrastructure and other projects that: 

• Provide employment for people whose work opportunities have been impacted by 
drought 

• Stimulate local economy spending 

• Use local resources, business and suppliers 

• Provide a long-lasting benefit to communities and the agricultural industries on which 
they depend. 

With the criteria in mind it is proposed that the following projects be put forward for approval 
from the funding body. 

• Painting Pooncarie Hall 

• Painting Anabranch Hall 

• Modifications to Pomona Hall  

• Willow Bend Caravan Park Camp Kitchen 

• Pooncarie Racecourse Extended shade area 

• Pooncarie Walking track to camp ground (1.5m spray seal x 900m) 

• Pooncarie Racecourse toilet/shower block 

• Bird hides along camp ground and river in Pooncarie(2x) 

• Concreting at Pooncarie Gun Club 

• Wentworth RV Dump Point 

• Dareton Town Entry tree corridor  

• Electrical Upgrades to Council Reserves at Junction Park, Wentworth Rowing Club, 
Dareton and Buronga to allow for 3 phase power for functions and events 

• Gol Gol Pathways 

• Buronga Pathways 

The above list is simplified for the purpose of this summary with the expanded list and 
approximate costing within the attachment.  
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Recommendation 

That Council endorses the nominated projects (as listed) to be submitted for consideration 
under the Federal Government’s Drought Communities Extension Program. 

Council Resolution 

That Council endorses the nominated projects (as listed) to be submitted for consideration 
under the Federal Government’s Drought Communities Extension Program. 

Moved  Cr. Nichols Seconded Cr. MacAllister 

CARRIED 
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9.3 PROPOSED PURCHASE OF TRANSPORTABLE BUILDINGS 

File Number: RPT/20/308 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
 
Objective: 1.0 Wentworth is a vibrant, growing and thriving Shire 
Strategy: 1.1 Grow the potential for business and industry to develop and 

expand       

Summary 

The opportunity has arisen for Council to purchase, if deemed suitable, 4 relocatable 
buildings which are currently being used for on farm accommodation. The 4 buildings consist 
of kitchen/ dining, sleeping (2) and ablution. 

The buildings are available for sale due to the property being sold and accordingly available 
on the open market. The asking price for the buildings is $165,000. 

 

Recommendation 

1. That Council approves the purchase of 4 relocatable buildings for the price of $165,000, 
which includes the acquisition of a camp kitchen and ablution block buildings with the 
purchase price being offset via a $65,000 grant application through the Federal Drought 
Extension Fund.   

2. That Council approves a budget variation of $100,000 in the current financial year to 
fund the shortfall between the purchase price and Federal Drought Extension Fund.   

Council Resolution 

1. That Council approves the purchase of 4 relocatable buildings for the price of $165,000, 
which includes the acquisition of a camp kitchen and ablution block buildings with the 
purchase price being offset via a $65,000 grant application through the Federal Drought 
Extension Fund.   

2. That Council approves a budget variation of $100,000 in the current financial year to 
fund the shortfall between the purchase price and Federal Drought Extension Fund.   

Moved  Cr. Nichols, Seconded Cr. Wheeldon 

CARRIED 
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9.4 NSW LOCKS 8 AND 9 SDLAM PROJECT STAKEHOLDER ADVISORY 
GROUP (SAG) 

File Number: RPT/20/244 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Gayle Marsden - Executive Assistant  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.5 Recognise the importance of a healthy Murray-Darling River 

system       

Summary 

The NSW Department of Industry has invited Wentworth Shire Council to become a member 
of the NSW Locks 8 and 9 SDLAM project Stakeholder Advisory Group (SAG). 

 

Recommendation 

That Council considers whether to become a member of the NSW Locks 8 and 9 SDLAM 
project Stakeholder Advisory Group (SAG) and if so, appoint a delegate.  

Council Resolution 

That Council becomes a member of the NSW Locks 8 and 9 SDLAM project Stakeholder 
Advisory Group (SAG) and appoints Councillor Wheeldon as the delegate to the Advisory 
Group and Councillor MacAllister as an alternate. 

Moved  Cr. Nunan, Seconded Cr. Evans 

CARRIED 
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9.5 MONTHLY FINANCE REPORT  

File Number: RPT/20/230 
 
Responsible Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
Responsible Division: Finance and Policy  
Reporting Officer: Vanessa Lock - Finance Officer  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       
 

Summary 

Rates and Charges collections for the month of April 2020 were $261,950.92.  After allowing 
for pensioner subsidies, the total levies collected are now 75.47%.  For comparison purposes 
76.53% of the levy had been collected at the end of April 2019.  Council currently has 
$26,715,229.30 in cash and investments. 
 

Recommendation 

That Council notes the monthly finance report.  

Council Resolution 

That Council notes the monthly finance report. 

Moved  Cr. Elstone, Seconded Cr. Nunan 

CARRIED 
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9.6 MONTHLY INVESTMENT REPORT 

File Number: RPT/20/258 
 
Responsible Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
Responsible Division: Finance and Policy  
Reporting Officer: Hodi Beauliv - Manager Finance  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       
 

Summary 

As at 30 April 2020 Council had $24,000,000.00 invested in term deposits.  Council received 
$38,103.58 from its investments for the month of April 2020. 

In April 2020 Council investments averaged a rate of return of 1.57% and it currently has 
$8,466,832.09 of internal restrictions and $16,142,547.41 of external restrictions. 
 

 

Recommendation 

That Council notes the monthly investment report.  

Council Resolution 

That Council notes the monthly investment report. 

Moved  Cr. Elstone, Seconded Cr. Nunan 

CARRIED 
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9.7 AF003 REQUESTS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE  

File Number: RPT/20/248 
 
Responsible Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
Responsible Division: Finance and Policy  
Reporting Officer: Shenay Harris - Coordinator Finance and Policy  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       
 
The Mayor declared a conflict of interest the request for assistance from Sunraysia Motor 
Sports Club Inc.  While the Mayor was in the room, the meeting considered all requests 
except this one.   

Summary 

Council has provided an allocation of $187,000.00 (inclusive of GST) for the 2019/20 
financial year for the consideration by Council, for the funding of requests from the 
community for financial assistance.  In this financial year, $104,436.00 has been granted to a 
variety of organisations through the annual fees and charges “Exemptions from the 
Application” process.  The total value of requests granted so far for this financial year totals 
$48,921.60. 

The total value of requests for this May 2020 funding application period totals $22,044.00 
which if granted in full, would leave a balance in the Donations, Contributions and Grants 
fund of $11,598.40. 
 

Recommendation 

That Council having considered the current requests for financial assistance, makes 
appropriate recommendations on the level of funding to be provided to each of these 
applications, from the Donations, Contributions and Grants program.  

Council Resolution 

That, with the exception of the request from Sunraysia Motor Sport Inc., Council grants the 
requests for financial assistance to be funded from the Donations, Contributions and Grants 
program. 

Moved  Cr. Heywood Seconded Cr. Wheeldon 

CARRIED 

Councillor Wheeldon and Councillor Nunan requested that their votes against the granting of 
funds to the Palinyewah Public School be noted. 

At 11.32am Mayor Hederics left the room and Councillor Elstone assumed the Chair. 

 

Council Resolution 

That Council grants the request from Sunraysia Motor Cycle Inc.   

Moved  Cr. Wheeldon, Seconded Cr. Heywood 

CARRIED 
  
At 11:34 am Councillor Melisa Hederics returned to meeting, and resumed the Chair. 
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9.8 DRAFT 2020/21 OPERATIONAL PLAN, ENDORSEMENT FOR PUBLIC 
EXHIBITION. 

File Number: RPT/20/226 
 
Responsible Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
Responsible Division: Finance and Policy  
Reporting Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy 

Paula Mastrippolito - Manager Organisational Support  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       

Summary  
 

Recommendation 
1) That Council adopts the draft 2020/21 Operational Plan, which incorporates the: 

a) the Operational actions and budgets 
b) the Summary Budgeted Financial Statement 
c) the 2020/21 Annual Statement of Revenue Parts A & B  
d) rating maps 

2) That Council ratifies the FTE level of 132.45 Full Time Equivalent Employees. 
3) That Council endorses the proposed $4,000,000 of new borrowings. 
4) That Council gives notice of its intention to adopt the following rates and annual charges, 

which are contained within the draft 2020/21 Operational Plan:  
a) To make and levy an Ordinary Rate to comprise of a base rate and an ad 

valorem rating structure for residential, business and farmland categories of 
rates. 

b) To increase the Ordinary Rate by the maximum 2.60% rate pegged amount 
determined by the Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal of NSW (IPART). 

c) To increase waste water access charges by 2.60%. 
d) To increase raw and filtered water access charges by 2.60%. 
e) To increase domestic waste charges by 2.60%. 
f) To not increase water consumption charges. 
g) To levy the fees and charges established in Part B of the Annual Statement of 

Revenue. 
h) To charge the maximum interest of 7.50% on overdue rates and charges as 

determined by the Minister for Local Government. 
i)  That Council places all draft documents on public exhibition for a period of 28 

days, as required under the Local Government Act. 

Council Resolution 

That Council endorses recommendations 1 – 4. 

Moved  Cr. MacAllister, Seconded Cr. Heywood 

CARRIED 
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9.9 DELEGATED AUTHORITY APPROVALS AS AT END OF APRIL 2020 

File Number: RPT/20/282 
 
Responsible Officer: Matthew Carlin - Director Health and Planning  
Responsible Division: Health and Planning  
Reporting Officer: Nicky Meredith - Coordinator Health and Planning  
 
Objective: 1.0 Wentworth is a vibrant, growing and thriving Shire 
Strategy: 1.1 Grow the potential for business and industry to develop and 

expand       
 

Summary 

For the month of April 2020, a total of 18 Development Applications and three S4.55 
Modification Applications were determined under delegated authority by the Director Health 
and Planning.     

The estimated value of the determined developments was $9,063,126.00.  This brings the 
year to date total to 51 Development Applications approved and 14 S4.55 Applications 
approved, with an estimated development value of $14,226,619.00. 
 

 

Recommendation 

a) That Council receives and notes the report for the month of April 2020. 

b) That Council publicly notifies, for the purposes of Schedule 1 Division 4 Section 20 (2) of 
the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979, the applications as listed in the 
attachment on the Wentworth Shire Council website. 

c) That a division be called in accordance with S375A of the Local Government Act 1993 
(NSW).  

Council Resolution 

a) That Council receives and notes the report for the month of April 2020. 

b) That Council publicly notifies, for the purposes of Schedule 1 Division 4 Section 20 (2) of 
the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979, the applications as listed in the 
attachment on the Wentworth Shire Council website. 

c) That a division be called in accordance with S375A of the Local Government Act 1993 
(NSW). 

Moved  Cr. Nunan, Seconded Cr. MacAllister 

CARRIED 
  
 

In accordance with Section 375A of the Local Government Act the Mayor called for a 
division. 

For the Motion : Clr.s Elstone, Evans, Hederics, Heywood, MacAllister, 
Nichols, Nunan and Wheeldon. 

Against the Motion:  Nil. 
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9.10 CLASSIFICATION COUNCIL OWNED LAND AS OPERATIONAL 

File Number: RPT/20/243 
 
Responsible Officer: Matthew Carlin - Director Health and Planning  
Responsible Division: Health and Planning  
Reporting Officer: Kathy Collinson - Reserves and Acquisitions Officer  
 
Objective: 2.0 Wentworth is a desirable Shire to visit, live, work and invest 
Strategy: 2.5 Maintain/create desirable open spaces and recreation 

facilities       

Summary 

Further to the proposed development of a Draft Plan of Management which will include 
Crown Land managed by Councils under the Crown Land Management Act 2016, 
confirmation of Council owned land classification as Operational Land is requested.  

 

Recommendation 

That Council confirms the classification of the listed Council owned land parcels as being 
Operational Land.  

Council Resolution 

That Council confirms the classification of the listed Council owned land parcels as being 
Operational Land. 

Moved  Cr. MacAllister, Seconded Cr. Wheeldon 

CARRIED 
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9.11 DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION 2020/016 DOMESTIC STORAGE SHED 
50 THE COBB & CO WAY LOT 61 DP 1071972 GOL GOL  

File Number: RPT/20/251 
 
Responsible Officer: Matthew Carlin - Director Health and Planning  
Responsible Division: Health and Planning  
Reporting Officer: George Kenende - Development Assessment Officer  
 
Objective: 1.0 Wentworth is a vibrant, growing and thriving Shire 
Strategy: 1.2 Encourage and support population growth and resident 

attraction       

Summary 
 

Recommendation 

That Council issues development approval for DA2020/016 being a domestic storage shed 
located at 50 The Cobb & Co Way Lot 61 DP 1071972 Gol Gol.  

That a division be called in accordance with s375A of the Local Government Act 1993 (NSW)  

Motion 

That Council issues development approval for DA2020/016 being a domestic storage shed 
located at 50 The Cobb & Co Way Lot 61 DP 1071972 Gol Gol.  

That a division be called in accordance with s375A of the Local Government Act 1993 (NSW) 

Moved  Cr. Heywood, Seconded Cr. Evans 

Amendment 

That this item be held over until all councillors have had the ability to look at the proposed 
site of the shed and all ramifications there-of. 

Moved  Cr. Nichols, Seconded Cr. Nunan 

LOST 

Council Resolution 

That Council issues development approval for DA2020/016 being a domestic storage shed 
located at 50 The Cobb & Co Way Lot 61 DP 1071972 Gol Gol.  

That a division be called in accordance with s375A of the Local Government Act 1993 (NSW) 

Moved  Cr. Heywood, Seconded Cr. Evans 

 

CARRIED 
  
 

In accordance with Section 375A of the Local Government Act the Mayor called for a 
division. 

For the Motion : Clr.s Elstone, Evans, Hederics, Heywood, MacAllister and 
Wheeldon. 

Against the Motion:  Clr.s Nichols and Nunan. 
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9.12 PROJECTS AND WORKS REPORT UPDATE - APRIL 2020 

File Number: RPT/20/242 
 
Responsible Officer: Geoff Gunn - Director Roads and Engineering  
Responsible Division: Roads and Engineering  
Reporting Officer: Allan Eastmond - Manager Works  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.2 Plan for and develop the right assets and infrastructure       

Summary 

This report provides a summary of the major works undertaken by the Roads and 
Engineering Division which have been completed during the month of April 2020 and the 
planned works for May 2020. 

 

Recommendation 

That Council notes the major works undertaken for April and the proposed works for May 
2020.  

Council Resolution 

That Council notes the major works undertaken for April and the proposed works for May 
2020. 

Moved  Cr. MacAllister, Seconded Cr. Nunan 

CARRIED 
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9.13 LAND VALUATION AND RATING IMPACTS ON FARMERS 

File Number: RPT/20/304 
 
Responsible Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
Responsible Division: Finance and Policy  
Reporting Officer: Hodi Beauliv - Manager Finance  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       

Summary 

Council has received a letter from NSW Farmers regarding land valuations and rating 
impacts on farmers for the attention of the Mayor and Councillors.  This report provides some 
additional detail on the land valuation process and more detailed information on the 
methodology used by Council in developing Council’s 2020/21 Ordinary Rate for the 
farmland category. 

 

Recommendation 

That Council admits the supplementary late report for consideration.  

That Council notes this report and the letter from NSW Farmers.  

Late Report 

That Council admits for consideration a supplementary late report from the Director Finance 
and Policy as the information contained in the report is deemed to be of great urgency on the 
grounds that it requires a decision by the council before the next scheduled ordinary meeting 
of council.  

Moved  Cr. MacAllister, Seconded Cr. Elstone 

Council Resolution 

That Council notes this report and the letter from NSW Farmers. 

Moved  Cr. Elstone, Seconded Cr. Wheeldon 

CARRIED 
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10 NOTICES OF MOTIONS / QUESTIONS WITH NOTICE 

10.1 DELAYS TO DELIVERY OF PLANT ITEMS DURING CORONA VIRUSDELAYS 
TO DELIVERY OF PLANT ITEMS DURING CORONA VIRUSDELAYS TO 
DELIVERY OF PLANT ITEMS DURING CORONA VIRUS 

 Cr Susan Nichols asked about delays in the receival of plant items during the 
Corona Virus. 

 

10.2 RUBBISH BINS AND BBQ FACILIITES 

 Cr Susan Nichols requested that there be rubbish bins placed in close proximity to 
BBQ facilities in public parks. 

 

10.4 WENTWORTH RIVERFRONT REDEVELOPMENT 

 Cr Steve Heywood requested a report to the next meeting detailing the progress with 
the development of the Wentworth Riverfront 

 

10.5 SEALING OF THE ROAD FROM POONCARIE TO MENINDEE 

 Cr Jane MacAllister requested a progress update on the application to seal the road 
from Pooncarie to Menindee. 

 The General Manager provided an initial verbal response, noting that he will provide 
more detail at a later date.. 

 

10.6 WENTWORTH TIP 

 Cr Bill Wheeldon asked why the Wentworth Tip was closed at 1.30pm last Sunday. 

 The Director Finance and Policy advised that opening hours had been reduced 
during the Pandemic and these would be reviewed again as the situation changes. 

 

10.7 FACE TO FACE COUNCIL MEETINGS IN CHAMBERS 

 Cr Bill Wheeldon asked when Council could resume having face to face meetings in 
Chambers. 

 The General Manager advised that he would review the updated Public Health 
Orders and advise accordingly.   

 

10.8 SKIP BINS 

 Cr Greg Evans asked if Council Skip bins could have lids put on them so they can’t 
be used for dumping large household items.   

 

 

10.3         HIRING OF MIDWAY CENTREHIRING OF MIDWAY CENTRE 

 Cr Susan Nichols requested a list of Midway Centre hirers in the last 12 
months, other than those who have Regular User Agreements.   



ORDINARY MEETING MINUTES 13 MAY 2020 

Page 27 

11 CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS – ADJOURNMENT INTO CLOSED 
SESSION 

 

Recommendation 

That Council adjourns into Closed Session and members of the press and public be 
excluded from the meeting of the Closed Session, and that access to the 
correspondence and reports relating to the items considered during the course of the 
Closed Session be withheld unless declassified by separate resolution. 

This action is taken in accordance with Section 10A(2) of the Local Government Act, 
1993 as the items listed come within the following provisions:-: 

12.1 Procurement of Road Base Materials for Transport for NSW Ordered 
Works. (RPT/20/287) 

This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section 10A(2) of the 
Local Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for 
business relating to (d) (i) commercial information of a confidential nature that would, if 
disclosed prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied it.  On balance, 
the public interest in preserving the confidentiality of information about the item 
outweighs the public interest in maintaining openness and transparency in council 
decision-making. 

Move into Closed Session 

That Council adjourns into a closed session, that the recording of the meeting be 
paused, that members of the press and public be excluded from the meeting of the 
closed session, and that access to the correspondence and reports relating to the 
items considered during the course of the closed session be with-held unless 
declassified by separate resolution.  

Moved  Cr. Nunan, Seconded Cr. Elstone 

 

Council moved into closed session at 12.28pm 

Council resumed into open session at 12.29pm 

 

  



ORDINARY MEETING MINUTES 13 MAY 2020 

Page 28 

12 OPEN COUNCIL - REPORT FROM CLOSED COUNCIL 

At the Mayor’s request the General Manager reported on the following items from the Closed 
session of Council. 

12.1 PROCUREMENT OF ROAD BASE MATERIALS FOR TRANSPORT FOR NSW 
ORDERED WORKS 

File Number: RPT/20/287 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Geoff Gunn - Director Roads and Engineering  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery      
    
Council resolved that a satisfactory result would not be achieved by inviting tenders for the 
supply of Road Base materials for the rehabilitation of Sturt Highway Segment 40 and it 
accepted a quotation submitted by Mawsons Concrete and Quarries for this supply.   
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13 CONCLUSION OF THE MEETING  

The Mayor closed the meeting at 12.31pm 

NEXT MEETING  

 24 June 2020  
 
 
 

 
…………………………… 
CHAIR  
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6 OUTSTANDING MATTERS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

6.1 REQUEST FOR INFORMATION REGARDING HIRING OF MIDWAY CENTRE 

File Number: RPT/20/329 
 
Responsible Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
Responsible Division: Finance and Policy  
Reporting Officer: Hodi Beauliv - Manager Finance  
 
Objective: 1.0 Wentworth is a vibrant, growing and thriving Shire 
Strategy: 1.1 Grow the potential for business and industry to develop and 

expand       

Summary 

At the May 2020 Council meeting Cr Nichols requested a list of Midway Centre hirers in the 
last 12 months, other than those who have Regular User Agreements. 

Recommendation 

That Council note the hirers of the Midway Centre during 2019 calendar year, other than 
those with Regular User Agreements. 

Detailed Report 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to respond to Cr Nichol’s request for a list of Midway Centre 
hirers in the last 12 months, other than those who have Regular User Agreements. 

Background 

In 2017, following a successful application to the National Stronger Regions Fund and 
extensive community consultation, the Midway Community Centre was redeveloped to 
include an expanded sports stadium, improved community and meeting facilities, a new 
Council library and service area, three rentable offices, a common entry gallery and 
refurbished shower and change facilities.   

Report Detail  

Since the redevelopment of the Midway Centre, good relationships have been developed 
with local services for use of the facility as a meeting venue.   

Chart 1 on the following page outlines the casual bookings of the facility during the 2019 
calendar year.  This does not include the regular user agreements.  Regular User 
agreements are in place with Alcheringa Basketball Club, Buronga/Gol Gol Senior Citizens, 
Dareton Primary Health Service, Wentworth Football Netball Club, Far West Joint 
Organisation and the Local Member for Murray (previously Austin Evans, now Helen Dalton). 

To highlight which parts of the facility are most utilised by casual bookings, Chart 2 shows 
the usage rates of each of the different spaces within the Centre. 

Most casual bookings hire the facility for greater than 4 hours, as indicated in Chart 3, closely 
followed by bookings of under 2 hours. As indicated in Chart 4, the bookings also tend to be 
for a one off occasion (43% of the time), but occasionally there are multi-day bookings.  
During the renovation of the Wilkinson Hall, there was also a temporary arrangement in place 
with the Mildura Vintage Car Club. 

For the 2019/20 financial year it was estimated that rental income for Midway would be 
$30,000. Council is on target to achieve these fees, even with the loss of bookings as a 
result of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
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The data highlights that there is regular usage of the Midway Centre facility, but there is 
further capacity to increase casual hire booking arrangements in future. 

 

Chart 1. Casual Hire bookings of Midway Centre during 2019 
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Chart 2. Facilities utilised for Casual Hire bookings of Midway Centre during 2019 

 

Chart 3. Booking length of Casual Hires of Midway Centre during 2019 
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Chart 4. Single use versus multiple day bookings 

Conclusion 

The supply of this information is in response to a question raised by Councillor Nichols at the 
May council meeting.   

Attachments 

Nil 
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6.2 LISTING OF OUTSTANDING MATTERS 

File Number: RPT/20/343 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Paula Mastrippolito - Manager Organisational Support  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       

Summary 

The Outstanding Matters Listing provides a summary of items raised at previous Council 
meetings that remain outstanding.  

Officer Recommendation 

That Council notes the list of outstanding matters as at 15 June 2020. 

 

Additional Information 

Nil 

 

Attachments 

1. Outstanding actions report⇩   
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7 MAYORAL AND COUNCILLOR REPORTS 

7.1 MAYORAL REPORT 

File Number: RPT/20/321   
 

Summary 

The purpose of this report is to advise Council of meetings, conferences and appointments 
undertaken by the Mayor for the period 2 May 2020 – 12 June 2020. 
 

Recommendation 

That Council notes the information contained in the Mayoral report. 
 

Report 

The following table lists the meetings attended by the Mayor for the period (2 May 2020 – 12 
June 2020) 

 

Date Meeting Location 

  5 May 2020 Mayoral Meeting Buronga 

  7 May 2020 Joint Organisation Meeting Video Conference 

13 May 2020 Council Meeting Video Conference 

19 May 2020 Operational Plan Meeting Video Conference 

19 May 2020 
Willowbend Advisory Committee 
Meeting 

On site 

27 May 2020 Mayoral Meeting Buronga 

28 May 2020 JO Chairs Meeting Video Conference 

  2 June 2020 Mayoral Meeting Buronga 

 

 
 

Attachments 

Nil 
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7.2 ACTIVITY REPORT - COUNCILLOR JANE MACALLISTER 

File Number: RPT/20/335   
 

Summary 

The purpose of this report is to advise Council of meetings, conferences and appointments 
undertaken by Councillor Jane MacAllister for the period 1 January 2020 – 31 March 2020. 
 

Recommendation 

That Council notes the information contained in Councillor Jane MacAllister’s report. 
 

Report 

The following table lists the meetings attended by Councillor Jane MacAllister for the period 1 
January 2020 – 31 March 2020. 

 

Date Meeting 

14 Jan 2020 Bottlebend Reserve site visit with contractor re Management Plan 

16 Jan 2020 Wentworth Shire Interagency Group Meeting 

20 Jan 2020 Murray Darling Association Board Meeting 

21 Jan 2020 Far West Primary Health Network Community Advisory Council 

22 Jan 2020 Extraordinary Council Meeting 

28 Jan 2020 Bottlebend Reserve Land Manager Committee Meeting 

29 Jan 2020 Interim Inspector-General community consultation re Water agreement 

29 Jan 2020 Murray Darling Association Region 4 Ordinary Meeting 

30 Jan 2020 Murray Darling Association Regional diversification program discussion 

  2 Feb 2020 Brekkie at Bottlebend Reserve with Land Manager Committee & Friends 

  5 Feb 2020 Internal Audit and Risk Management Committee Meeting 

  6 Feb 2020 Interagency Domestic Violence Working Group Meeting 

10 Feb 2020 Health of the River Forum at Menindee 

11 Feb 2020  Australian Inland Botanic Gardens Board Meeting 

13 Feb 2020 MDA Darling River Councils teleconference re Floodplain Harvesting 

14 Feb 2020 North West Rail Alliance Committee Meeting 

17 Feb 2020 Murray Darling Association Board Meeting 

19 Feb 2020 Ordinary Council meeting 

19 Feb 2020 Menindee Water Savings Project Stakeholder Advisory Group Pooncarie 

20 Feb 2020 Wentworth Shire Interagency Group Meeting 

26 Feb 2020 Wentworth Shire Interagency Group GP subcommittee meeting 

  3 Mar 2020 Bottlebend Reserve Land Manager Committee Annual General Meeting 

10 Mar 2020 Menindee Lakes SDL Water Sharing Plans subcommittee meeting 

10 Mar 2020 Murray Darling Association Region 4 meeting 

11-13 Mar 2020 Murray Darling Association Strategic Planning workshop 

13 Mar 2020 Lower Darling Critical Water Advisory Panel 

17 Mar 2020 Health of the River Forum at Menindee 

17 Mar 2020 Floodplain Harvesting consultation (for MDA) 

18 Mar 2020 Ordinary Council meeting 

19 Mar 2020 Wentworth Shire Interagency Group Meeting 

20 Mar 2020 Lower Darling Critical Water Advisory Panel 

23 Mar 2020 Murray Darling Association Board Meeting 

23 Mar 2020 Combined (Barwon & Lower Darling) Critical Water Advisory Panel 

26 Mar 2020 MDBA Socio-Economic Panel draft report consultation 

26 Mar 2020 Far West Primary Health Network Community Advisory Council 

27 Mar 2020  Lower Darling Critical Water Advisory Panel 
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31 Mar 2020 Bottlebend Reserve Land Manager Committee Meeting 

 
 

Attachments 

Nil   
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8 REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES 

8.1 MURRAY DARLING ASSOCIATION (MDA) DELEGATES REPORT MAY 2020 

File Number: RPT/20/324 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Gayle Marsden - Executive Assistant  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.5 Recognise the importance of a healthy Murray-Darling River 

system       

Summary 

At the 20 April 2020 Murray Darling Association (MDA) Board meeting it was resolved that a 
monthly Delegate’s Report be forwarded to all member Councils & delegates.  

There is also a call for motions for the Murray Darling Association AGM. 

Recommendation 

1. That Council notes the Delegate’s Report for May 2020 from the Murray Darling 
Association.   

2. That Council formalises motions for submission to the Murray Darling Association 
AGM. 

Detailed Report 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with a summary of the activities for May 2020 
of the Murray Darling Association of which Council is member. 

Background 

The Murray Darling Association (MDA) is Australia’s peak body representing local 
government across the Murray-Darling Basin. Wentworth Shire Council is part of MDA 
Region 4 and Cr MacAllister is the Chair of Region 4. 

Report Detail 

The attached report gives detail of the activities of the MDA for May 2020.  

Attachments 

1. MDA Members Delegates Report May 2020⇩   
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9 REPORTS TO COUNCIL 

9.1 GENERAL MANAGER'S REPORT 

File Number: RPT/20/322 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Gayle Marsden - Executive Assistant  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       

Summary 

The General Manager’s report details information pertaining to meetings attended and 
general information which are of public interest, and which have not been reported elsewhere 
in this agenda.  Items of note in this report are: 

1. OLG Circulars 

Details of OLG Circulars 20-16 to 20-20 

Details of General Circular GC-149 

2. Meetings 

As listed 

3. Upcoming meetings or events 

As listed 

4. Other items of note 

     Nil 

Recommendation 

That Council notes the information contained within the report from the General Manager. 

Detailed Report 

1. OLG Circulars 

1.1 OLG Circular 20-16 

• All councils will be invited to enter into a funding agreement to benefit from 
the Stimulus Package. 
 

• The JRA Guidelines, Eligibility Criteria and FSER are available for download 
from the COVID-19 page on OLG’s website. 

 

• A council’s FSER will be its application for the JRA Subsidy. 
 

• The FSER should be completed and emailed to FSER@olg.nsw.gov.au by 
22 May 2020. Late submissions will be considered but may delay payment of 
the JRA Subsidy. 
 

• Councils who do not wish to access the JRA do not need to submit a FSER. 
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1.2 OLG Circular 20-17 - Relaxation of some restrictions on the attendance by 
councillors and staff at council and committee meetings during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

• It is now permissible for councillors and council staff to leave their homes for 
the purposes of attending council and committee meetings and to attend 
meetings in person. 
 

• Councils should continue to allow councillors and staff to attend and 
participate in council and committee meetings by audio visual links where it is 
reasonably practicable to do so. 

 

• Members of the public are not permitted to attend meetings (other than for the 
purposes of work) if this means that the total number of people attending 
meetings (including councillors and staff) exceed 10. 

 

• Where councils exclude members of the public from meetings, they must 
livestream their meetings using audio-visual links to satisfy the requirement 
under section 10 of the Local Government Act 1993 for members of the public 
to be permitted to “attend” meetings. 

 

• Councils must not allow persons to attend meetings if the size of the meeting 
venue is insufficient to ensure there is 4 square metres of space for each 
person attending the meeting. 

 
1.3 OLG Circular 20-18 - Important changes for all councils made by the COVID-19 

Legislative Amendment (Emergency Measures-Miscellaneous) Act No.2. These 
changes:- 

• enable a council that does not apply the full percentage increase of the rate peg 
(or any applicable Special Variation) this year or in any future year to set rates 
in any one or more of the next 10 years to return it to the original rating 
trajectory; and 

• prevent councils from commencing legal action to recover rates and charges for 
six months unless the following specific matters have been considered: 

• whether the payment of the rate or charge could be made in instalments or by 
way of some other financial arrangement, 

• whether the person should be referred to a financial counsellor, 

• whether mediation or alternative dispute resolution should be attempted first; 
and 

• whether interest on the unpaid amount should be deferred or waived. 

• Amendments have also been made to the Annual Holidays Act 1944 to clarify 
that annual leave continues to accrue while an employee is stood down and to 
allow councils and their employees to agree to: 

• the council making a payment to an employee in lieu of annual leave where that 
employee will still have a balance of at least four weeks of leave remaining; 
and/or 

• an employee taking annual leave at double or half pay. 
 

1.4 OLG Circular 20-19  - Information about Ratings 2020-21 

• The maximum boarding house tariffs for 2020-21 have been determined. 
 

• The maximum interest rate payable on overdue rates and charges for 2020-21 
has been determined. 
 

• The section 603 certificate fee for 2020-21 has been determined. 
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• The statutory limit on the maximum amount of minimum interest rates for 2020-
21 has been determined for commencement on 1 July 2020. 

 
1.5 OLG Circular 20-20 - Clarification for issuing and collecting 2020-21 single and first 

quarter rates instalments. 

• Councils cannot enforce the collection of a single instalment or the first 
quarter rates instalments until after 30 September 2020. 
 

1.6 GC-149 - 2020-21 Financial Assistance Grants (FAGs) – advance payment 

• The advanced payment was paid to councils on 26 May 2020.  Wentworth 
Shire Council received a total payment of $3,323,376 

 
2. Meetings  

Following is a list of meetings or events attended by the General Manager for the period 2 
May 2020 – 12 May 2020. 
 

Date Meeting Location 

  5 May 2020 Mayoral Meeting Buronga 

  6 May 2020 Local Emergency Management Meeting Video Conference 

  6 May 2020 Meeting Helen Dalton  Video Conference 

  7 May 2020 JO Meeting Video Conference 

13 May 2020 Council Meeting Video Conference 

19 May 2020 Operational Plan Meeting Video Conference 

19 May 2020 Willowbend Advisory Committee On site 

27 May 2020 Mayoral Meeting Buronga 

9 June 2020 MDA Region 4 Buronga 

 
3. Events 

 
Following is a list of upcoming events, conferences or committee meetings, including out 
of region meetings where the Shire has been requested to attend in an official capacity.  

 

Date Meeting Proposed Attendees Location 

16 July 2020 Wentworth Shire 
Interagency Health 
Group 

Cr MacAllister Video Conferencing 

17 July 2020 Far West Joint 
Organisation General 
Managers Meeting 

General Manager Wilcannia 

27 July 2020  Bottle Bend Reserve -
Reserve Land Manager 
Meeting 

Cr MacAllister Video Conferencing 

28 July 2020 Internal Audit & Risk 
Management 
Committee Meeting 

Cr Hederics, Nunan, 
Nichols, MacAllister, 
Evans and General 
Manager 

Video Conference 

 

4. Other items of note 
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Nil 

Attachments 

1. OLG Circular 20-16⇩  

2. OLG Circular 20-17⇩  

3. OLG Circular 20-18⇩  

4. OLG Circular 20-19⇩  

5. OLG Circular 20-20⇩  

6. General Circular GC-149⇩   
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9.2 ADOPTION OF THE 2020/21 OPERATIONAL PLAN 

File Number: RPT/20/325 
 
Responsible Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
Responsible Division: Finance and Policy  
Reporting Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       

Summary 

Following the presentation of the Draft 2020/21 Operational Plan to the 13 May 2020 council 
meeting, the draft plan was placed on public exhibition for 28 days as required under the 
Local Government Act. 

Council is now required to consider all submissions received prior to adopting the 2020/21 
Rates and Charges. This includes the following: 

• The 2020/21 Annual Statement of Revenue and the annual fees and charges. 

• The making and levying of rates and charges including: 

o 2.60% increase in the Ordinary rate for 2020/21. 

o 2.60% increase in Sewer Access Charges for 2020/21. 

o 2.60% increase in Water Access Charges for 2020/21. 

o 2.60% increase in Domestic Waste Charges for 2020/21. 

o No increase to Water Consumption Charges for 2020/21. 

o Charge the maximum 0.00% interest on overdue rates and charges for the 

period 1 July 2020 – 31 December 2020 and 7.00% for the period 1 January 
2021 – 30 June 2021. 

 

Recommendation 

a) That Council adopts the 2020/21 Operational Plan, as amended, having considered 
submissions received. 

b) That Council resolves to increase the rate income for the 2020/21 year by the maximum 
2.60% rate pegged amount determined by the Independent Pricing and Regulatory 
Tribunal of NSW (IPART).  

c) That Council resolves to make and levy an ordinary rate to comprise of a base rate and 
an ad valorem rating structure for Residential, Business and Farmland categories of 
rates under Section 534, 535 & 537 of the Local Government Act 1993 for the 2019/20 
year including: 

FARMLAND CATEGORY 
Includes all of the lands within the local government area of Wentworth categorised as 
Farmland except those parcels of rateable land sub categorised as Farmland, Dry Land 
Grazing and Farmland, Licence/Pump Site/Pipeline 
Farmland 
An ordinary rate of 0.00309165 cents in the dollar on the land value of all rateable lands 
within Wentworth Shire Council categorised as Farmland, in accordance with Section 515 
of the Local Government Act, 1993 be now made for the 2020/21 rating period, subject to 
a base amount of ($510.00) for each assessment. The base amount accounts for 33.36% 
of the estimated yield for this category. The estimated yield for this rate is $1,108,302 
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Farmland, Dry Land Grazing 
An ordinary rate of 0.00252606 cents in the dollar on the land value of all rateable lands 
within Wentworth Shire Council categorised as Farmland, in accordance with Section 515 
of the Local Government Act, 1993 be now made for the 2020/21 rating period, subject to 
a base amount of ($510.00) for each assessment. The base amount accounts for 19.06% 
of the estimated yield for this category. The estimated yield for this rate is $661,041 
Farmland, Licence/Pump Site/Pipeline 
An ordinary rate of 0.03653814 cents in the dollar on the land value of all rateable lands 
within Wentworth Shire Council categorised as Farmland, sub categorised Licence/Pump 
Site/Pipeline, in accordance with Section 515 of the Local Government Act, 1993 be now 
made for the 2020/21 rating period, subject to a base amount of ($95.00) for each 
assessment. The base amount accounts for 42.19% of the estimated yield for this 
category. The estimated yield for this rate is $16,886.16 

RESIDENTIAL CATEGORY 

Wentworth  
An ordinary rate of 0.00409093 cents in the dollar on the land value of all rateable lands 
with Wentworth Shire Council categorised as Residential, sub categorised Wentworth, in 
accordance with Section 516 of the Local Government Act, 1993 be now made for the 
2020/21 rating period, subject to base amount of ($230.00) for each assessment. The 
amount accounts for 45.75% of the estimated yield for this category.  The estimated yield 
for this rate is $308,178.79 
Buronga 
An ordinary rate of 0.00363459 cents in the dollar on the land value of all rateable lands 
within Wentworth Shire Council categorised as Residential, sub categorised Buronga, in 
accordance with Section 516 of the Local Government Act, 1993 be now made for the 
2020/21 rating period, subject to a base amount of ($260.00) for each assessment. The 
base amount accounts for 31.51% of the estimated yield for this category. The estimated 
yield for this rate is $405,929 

Gol Gol 

An ordinary rate of 0.00389402 cents in the dollar on the land value of all rateable lands 
within Wentworth Shire Council categorised as Residential, sub categorised Gol Gol, in 
accordance with Section 516 of the Local Government Act, 1993 be now made for the 
2020/21 rating period, subject to a base amount of ($260.00) for each assessment. The 
base amount accounts for 27.30% of the estimated yield for this category. The estimated 
yield for this rate is $523,897 

Gol Gol East 

An ordinary rate of 0.00439115 cents in the dollar on the land value of all rateable lands 
within Wentworth Shire Council categorised as Residential, sub categorised Gol Gol 
East, in accordance with Section 516 of the Local Government Act, 1993 be now made 
for the 2020/21 rating period, subject to a base amount of ($360.00) for each 
assessment. The base amount accounts for 23.96% of the estimated yield for this 
category. The estimated yield for this rate is $338,072 

Pooncarie 
An ordinary rate of 0.01332810 cents in the dollar on the land value of all rateable lands 
with Wentworth Shire Council categorised as Residential, sub categorised Pooncarie, in 
accordance with Section 516 of the Local Government Act, 1993 be now made for the 
2020/21 rating period, subject to a base amount of ($185.00) for each assessment. The 
base amount accounts for 46.40% of the estimated yield for this category. The estimated 
yield for this rate is $21,131 
Dareton  
An ordinary rate of 0.01572021 cents in the dollar on the land value of all rateable lands 
within Wentworth Shire Council categorised as Residential, sub categorised Dareton, in 
accordance with Section 516 of the Local Government Act, 1993 be now made for the 
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2020/21 rating period, subject to a base amount of ($185.00) for each assessment. The 
base amount accounts for 48.40% of the estimated yield for this category. The estimated 
yield for this rate is $76,450 
 
Rural Residential 
An ordinary rate of 0.00373314 cents in the dollar on the land value of all rateable lands 
within Wentworth Shire Council categorised as Residential, sub categorised Rural, in 
accordance with Section 516 of the Local Government Act, 1993 be now made for the 
2020/21 rating period, subject to a base amount of ($170.00) for each assessment. The 
base amount accounts for 24.14% of the estimated yield for this category. The estimated 
yield for this rate is $437,290 

BUSINESS CATEGORY 
Includes all of the lands within the local government area of Wentworth categorised as 
Business except those parcels of rateable land sub categorised as Business, Mourquong; 
Business,Trentham Cliffs; Business, Arumpo; Business, Wentworth; Business, Pooncarie 
(including all of the lands within the locality of Pooncarie sub categorised as Business 
Pooncarie except those lands within the township of Pooncarie). 
Business  
An ordinary rate of 0.00659508 cents in the dollar on the land value of all rateable lands 
within Wentworth Shire Council categorised as Business, in accordance with Section 518 
of the Local Government Act, 1993 be now made for the 2020/21 rating period, subject to 
a base amount of ($270.00) for each assessment. The base amount accounts for 21.38% 
of the estimated yield for this category. The estimated yield for this rate is $244,994 
Business, Wentworth 
An ordinary rate of 0.00950742 cents in the dollar on the land value of all rateable lands 
within Wentworth Shire Council categorised as Business, sub categorised Wentworth, in 
accordance with Section 518 of the Local Government Act, 1993 be now made for the 
2020/21 rating period, subject to a base amount of ($270.00) for each assessment. The 
base amount accounts for 38.26% of the estimated yield for this category. The estimated 
yield for this rate is $39,518 
Business, Mourquong 
An ordinary rate of 0.29338897 cents in the dollar on the land value of all rateable lands 
within Wentworth Shire Council categorised as Business, sub categorised Mourquong, in 
accordance with Section 518 of the Local Government Act, 1993 be now made for the 
2020/21 rating period, subject to a base amount of ($100.00) for each assessment. The 
base amount accounts for 0.12% of the estimated yield for this category. The estimated 
yield for this rate is $241,172 
Business, Trentham Cliffs 
An ordinary rate of 0.00817110 cents in the dollar on the land value of all rateable lands  
within Wentworth Shire Council categorised as Business, sub categorised Trentham  
Cliffs, in accordance with Section 518 of the Local Government Act 1993, be now made  
for the 2020/21 rating period, subject to a base amount of ($120.00) for each  
assessment. The base amount accounts for 3.49% of the estimated yield for this  
category. The estimated yield for this rate is $10,329 
Business, Arumpo 
An ordinary rate of 0.06246807 cents in the dollar on the land value of all rateable lands 
within Wentworth Shire Council categorised as Business, sub categorised Arumpo, in 
accordance with Section 518 of the Local Government Act, 1993 be now made for the 
2020/21 rating period, subject to a base amount of ($210.00) for each assessment. The 
base amount accounts for 1.17% of the estimated yield for this category. The estimated 
yield for this rate is $71,679 
Business, Pooncarie 
An ordinary rate of 0.09382097 cents in the dollar on the land value of all rateable lands 
with Wentworth Shire Council categorised as Business, sub categorised Pooncarie, in 
accordance with Section 518 of the Local Government Act, 1993 be now made for the 
2020/21 rating period, subject to a base amount of ($100.00) for each assessment. The 
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base amount accounts for 0.02% of the estimated yield for this category. The estimated 
yield for this rate is $955,767 
 
d) That Council resolves to make and levy fees and charges for Sewer Services for 

2020/21 year as set out in the annual statement of revenue. 
e) That Council resolves to make and levy fees and charges for Water Services for 

2020/21 year as set out in the annual statement of revenue. 
f) That Council resolves to make and levy a Domestic Waste Management charge for  

2020/21 year under Section 496 of the Local Government Act 1993 on each parcel of 
rateable land of which the service is available as set out in the annual statement of 
revenue. 

g) That Council resolves to fix the fees and charges schedule for 2020/21 year as set 
out in annual statement of revenue. 

h) That Council resolves to charge the maximum 0.00% interest on overdue rates and 
charges for the period 1 July 2020 – 31 December 2020 and 7.00% 1 January 2021 – 
30 June 2021 as determined by the Minister for Local Government. 

i) That Council resolves to approve Appendix A – Bodies Granted Exemptions 
automatic fee waiver as part of the 2019/2020 Donations, Grants and Contributions 
Program as set out in the schedule of fees and charges. 

j) That Council resolves to approve Borrowings for 2020/21 of up to $7,000,000 as 
outlined in the Annual Statement of Revenue.  

 

Detailed Report 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to adopt the 2020/21 Operational Plan which includes the 
Statement of Council Revenue Policy and the Annual Fees and Charges. 

Background 

In accordance with the Local Government Act Council, Council must have an annual 
Operational Plan, adopted before the beginning of each financial year, outlining the activities 
to be undertaken in that year, as part of the Delivery Program.     

The Operational Plan includes the Statement of Council Revenue Policy, in accordance with 
the Regulations.   

The Operational Plan must be prepared as a sub-set of the Delivery Program.  It must 
directly address the actions outlined in the Delivery Program and identify projects, programs 
or activities that the council will undertake within the financial year towards addressing these 
actions.   

The Operational Plan must allocate responsibilities for each activity. 

The Operational plan must include a detailed budget for the activities to be undertaken in that 
year.   

Matters under consideration 

Following the 13 May 2020 Council meeting, the Draft 2020/21 Operational Plan was placed 
on public exhibition for 28 days as required by the Local Government Act 1993.  

Council is now required to consider all submissions received prior to formally resolving to 
adopt the Operational Plan, make and levy Rates and Charges, and set the schedule of fees 
and charges for the 2020/21 financial year. 

Each rate and charge is to be made by resolution of Council and is to be made for a 
specified year. In order for the rate or charge to be collected it must have been made by a 
resolution of Council before 1 August in the year for which the rate or charge is made. 
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The making and levying of rates and charges are made in accordance with the Local 
Government Act, 1993 for the 2019/20 financial year and includes the maximum rate of 
increase for the Ordinary rate which is the pegged amount of 2.60% 

Council proposes to levy an ordinary rate for the following categories and sub-categories: 
o Farmland 

o Farmland – Dry Land Grazing. 

o Farmland – Licence/Pump Site/Pipeline. 

o Residential – Wentworth. 

o Residential – Buronga. 

o Residential - Gol Gol. 

o Residential - Gol Gol East. 

o Residential – Pooncarie. 

o Residential – Dareton. 

o Residential - Rural Residential 

o Business 

o Business – Wentworth. 

 
Council proposes to levy fees and charges for the following as set out in the annual 
statement of revenue: 

• Sewer Services for 2020/21 year  

• Water Services for 2020/21 year  

• A Domestic Waste Management charge for 2020/21 year under Section 496 of the 
Local Government Act 1993 on each parcel of rateable land of which the service is 
available 

• Fix the fees and charges schedule for the 2020/21 

There has been a number of changes made to the draft Operational Plan. The major addition 
that has been made has been an increase of $5,000,000 in capital expenditure for 2020/21. 
This includes: 

• A second round of drought recovery projects 

• Federal Government COVID-19 stimulus projects to be spent on Roads and Local 
Community Infrastructure 

• New Water, Sewer & Stormwater Infrastructure expenditure in order to promote new 
housing development. 

This additional capital expenditure will be offset by a combination of Grant Funding, Low 
Interest T-Corp Loans and Externally Restricted Funds (Water Fund). 

At the time of writing this report there had been no submissions received regarding the draft 
operational plan during the public exhibition period. Any further submissions received 
between the date of preparing this report and the close of submissions will be detailed in a 
supplementary late report.    

A table listing all the changes to the 2020/21 Operational Plan has been attached to this 
report. 

Conclusion 

Council is being asked to:  

a) Adopt the 2020/21 Operational Plan, as amended, having considered submissions 
received. 

b) Resolve to increase the rate income for the 2020/21 year by the maximum 2.60% rate 
pegged amount determined by the Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal of NSW 
(IPART).  
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c) Resolve to make and levy an ordinary rate to comprise of a base rate and an ad 
valorem rating structure for Residential, Business and Farmland categories of rates under 
Section 534, 535 & 537 of the Local Government Act 1993 for the 2020/21 year as listed 

d) Resolve to make and levy fees and charges for Sewer Services for 2020/21 year as set 
out in the annual statement of revenue. 

e) Resolve to make and levy fees and charges for Water Services for 2020/21 year as set 
out in the annual statement of revenue. 

f) Resolve to make and levy a Domestic Waste Management charge for 2020/21 year 
under Section 496 of the Local Government Act 1993 on each parcel of rateable land of 
which the service is available as set out in the annual statement of revenue. 

g) Resolve to fix the fees and charges schedule for 2020/21 year as set out in annual 
statement of revenue. 

h) Resolve to charge the maximum interest on overdue rates and charges as determined 
by the Minister for Local Government. 

i) Resolve to approve Appendix A – Bodies Granted Exemptions automatic fee waiver as 
part of the 2020/21 Donations, Grants and Contributions Program as set out in the schedule 
of fees and charges. 

j)  Resolve to approve borrowings for the 2020/21 year. 

 

The final version of the Operational Plan must be uploaded to Council’s website within 28 
days of being approved. 

Attachments 

1. 2020/21 Operational Plan Amendments⇩   
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Submissions and Amendments to 2020/2021 Operational Plan 

Submissions 

Received from Submission Outcome/comments 

Nil submissions   

 

 

Amendments to the 2020/2021 Operational Plan 

Section Amendment 

Revenue  

Operational Grants Increase Low Interest Loan Rebate  
20/21 - $  9,150.00 
21/22 - $21,614.18 
22/23 - $23,851.92 
23/24 - $21,260.27 

Capital Grants Increase 20/21 
Drought Project Funding – $1,000,000 
Local Roads and Community Infrastructure Funding - $1,278,207 

Operational Expenditure  

Borrowing Costs Increase T-Corp Loans New Sewer and Stormwater Infrastructure 
20/21 - $18,300.00 
21/22 - $43.228.36 
22/23 - $47,163.84 
23/24 - $42,520.54 

Capital Expenditure  

Capital Expenditure Increase 20/21  
Water Infrastructure - $1,000,000 
Sewer Infrastructure - $949,633 
Drought Funding Projects $1,000,000 
Local Roads and Community Infrastructure Projects - $1,278,207 
Stormwater Drainage Infrastructure - $750,000 
 
21/22 
Stormwater Drainage Infrastructure - $750,000 

Capital Expenditure Decrease Sewer Infrastructure 
21/22 - $101,365 
22/23 - $102,218 
23/24 - $103,087 

Loan Principal Repayments 
Increase 

Additional T-Corp Repayments 
20/21 - $91,584.46 
21/22 - $231,482.81 
22/23 - $281,949.55 
23/24 - $287,132.83 

Statutory Interest Rate on 
overdue Rates & Charges 

0.00% - 1 July 2020 to 31 December 2020 
7.00% - 1 January 2021 to 30 June 2021 

Fees and Charges Schedule  

Planning Fees Removal of: 
- Infrastructure Protection Permit - $192.00 
- Infrastructure Bonds for construction works $25,001 

and above 
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Planning will now include these as conditions on DA’s  

Companion Animal Fees Inclusion of Annual Permit Fee for certain animals as advised by 
the Office of Local Government. 

Bodies Granted Exemptions 
List 

Increase annual contribution to Australian Inland Botanic 
Gardens by $900. 
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9.3 TRENTHAM CLIFFS DEVELOPMENT - PROVISION OF WATER AND SEWER 

File Number: RPT/20/302 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
 
Objective: 1.0 Wentworth is a vibrant, growing and thriving Shire 
Strategy: 1.2 Encourage and support population growth and resident 

attraction       

Summary 

This report should be read in conjunction with one with the same title which was deliberated 
with the following resolution of Council being carried at the 18 December 2019 meeting. 

That Council authorises the Mayor and General Manager to negotiate an agreement with the 
developer regarding the provision of water and sewer infrastructure to Trentham Cliffs and 
beyond, and that it be brought back to council for ratification. 

Since the December meeting of Council the final costing has been prepared for the delivery 
of the project which equates to $1,841,106.00   

Under the terms of the agreement the Council contribution is capped at $1,500,000.00 in line 
with the December Report.  

This report now seeks Council endorsement of the agreement.  

Recommendation 

That Council authorises the Mayor and General Manager to attach the common seal of the 
Wentworth Shire Council to the agreement pertaining to the provision of water and sewer 
infrastructure to Trentham Cliffs and beyond, noting that the agreement caps the Council 
contribution at $1,500,000.00. 

Detailed Report 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is for council to endorse the attached agreement which has in the 
opinion of the author delivered suitable arrangements in the apportionment of costs 
associated with the provision of filtered water to Trentham Cliffs and beyond and the return of 
sewer from the development site.  

Background 

Council has previously approved three developments in the Trentham Cliffs precinct, for 
which water and sewer infrastructure is required.  In part the rationale behind this was to 
open up Gol Gol to Trentham Cliffs to more development opportunities. 

Matters under consideration 

Within the development of the Trentham Cliffs highway service center and cabin park patrons 
are to be provided with filtered water and a pressurized sewer, with the developer to supply 
the required infrastructure for the development.   

The provision of this water and sewer infrastructure to the Trentham Cliffs development 
allows the opportunity for Council to futuristically connect approximately 300 tenements to 
this infrastructure in the rapidly developing area over Gol Gol creek in the R5 large lot 
resident zone. 
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The concept for consideration is for the developer of the Trentham Cliffs development to 
supply the required infrastructure for water to the Trentham Cliffs winery and install a sewer 
pump station upon the development site to pump the sewer back to Gol Gol. 

Since the December meeting the design and costing of the project has been undertaken. The 
cost associated with the supply and installation of the required infrastructure to satisfy 
Council standards has been calculated at $1,841,106.00    

This report seeks council endorsement of the separately circulated agreement, whereby 
council shares in the upfront costs of providing the infrastructure which will be of future 
benefit to the council.   

Conclusion 

Through the approval of previous development applications Council has provided its support 
for the progression of development out to the Trentham Cliffs area.    

The provision of essential infrastructure to the rapidly developing area of Gol Gol creek in the 
R5 large lot residential zone is necessary to facilitate the progression of development plans.  
Subsequent to the December meeting of Council the final costing for the project has been 
calculated at $1,841,106.00    

The agreement has been drafted to support the resolution of Council and now the agreement 
is returned to Council for endorsement. 

Attachments 

Nil 
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9.4 2020 LGNSW WATER MANAGEMENT CONFERENCE 

File Number: RPT/20/338 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Gayle Marsden - Executive Assistant  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.5 Recognise the importance of a healthy Murray-Darling River 

system       
 

Summary 

The annual Local Government NSW (LGNSW) Water Management Conference will be held 

from 6-8 October 2020 in Narrabri (in person).  A broad range of information from a local 

government perspective on water management, issues associated with water supply and 

sewerage services provided by water utilities are presented at the conference. 

 

Recommendation 

That Council nominates delegates to attend the 2020 LGNSW Water Management 
Conference to be held in Narrabri from 6 -8 October 2020. 
 

Detailed Report 

Purpose 

The annual Local Government NSW Water Management Conference presents a broad range 
of information from a local government perspective on water management, issues associated 
with water supply and sewerage services provided by water utilities. 

The LGNSW Water Management Conference attracts a cross section of delegates from 
NSW and interstate.  These include Councillors and general managers, water managers and 
professionals, policy makers from government agencies and key industry stakeholders.  

Matters under consideration 

Council is being requested to consider whether to send delegates to the 2020 LGNSW Water 
Management Conference. 

With much of NSW in the grip of severe drought, many councils are facing significant and 
unprecedented challenges in providing their communities with an ongoing supply of safe 
water. This year’s Conference focusses on these challenges from a variety of perspectives, 
including government policy, innovation, collaboration and community. 

In 2019 Council resolved to send three Councillors and the Director of Roads and 
Engineering to the conference. 

Conclusion 
With the entire council area in drought and with the uncertainty of how long it will be or how 
long a replenished Darling River will last, council is required to decide if this conference 
would be of benefit to Wentworth Shire Council. 

Attachments 

Nil 
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9.5 MONTHLY FINANCE REPORT  

File Number: RPT/20/327 
 
Responsible Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
Responsible Division: Finance and Policy  
Reporting Officer: Vanessa Lock - Finance Officer  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       
 

Summary 

Rates and Charges collections for the month of May 2020 were $1,239,975.63.  After 
allowing for pensioner subsidies, the total levies collected are now 85.91%.  For comparison 
purposes 88.16% of the levy had been collected at the end of May 2019.  Council currently 
has $30,662,651.07 in cash and investments. 
 

Recommendation 

That Council notes the monthly finance report. 
 

Detailed Report 

The purpose of this report is to indicate to Council the position in relation to the rate of 
collections and the balance of cash books. 

 

Reconciliation and Balance of Funds held as at 31 May 2020 

The reconciliation has been carried out between the Cash Book of each fund and the Bank 
Pass Sheet as at 31 May 2020. 
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Collection of Rates and Charges 

Rates and Charges collections for the month of May 2020 were $1,239,975.63. After allowing 
for pensioner subsidies, the total levies collected are now 85.91%.  A summary of the Rates 
and Charges situation as at 31 May 2020 is as follows: 

 

Note: For comparison purposes 88.16% of the levy had been collected at the end of May 
2019. 

 

Council Loans Report 
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Rates/Water write offs and adjustments 

Rates and charges that have been written off under the delegated authority of the General 
Manager for the month of May 2020. 
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Overtime and Travelling 

 

 

 

Conclusion 

The report indicates to Council that its finances are in a favourable position. 

 
 

Attachments 

Nil 
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9.6 MONTHLY INVESTMENT REPORT 

File Number: RPT/20/333 
 
Responsible Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
Responsible Division: Finance and Policy  
Reporting Officer: Hodi Beauliv - Manager Finance  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       
 

Summary 

As at 31 May 2020 Council had $26,000,000.00 invested in term deposits and $2 million in a 
cash at call account.  Council received $30,915.07 from its investments for the month of May 
2020. 

In May 2020 Council investments averaged a rate of return of 1.45% and it currently has 
$8,466,832.09 of internal restrictions and $17,345,479.43 of external restrictions. 
 

Recommendation 

That Council notes the monthly investment report. 
 

Detailed Report 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to update Council on the current status of its investments. 

Matters under consideration 

As at 31 May 2020 Council had $30,662,651.07 invested with eight financial institutions.   

 

Breakdown of Total Funds Available 

 

 

 

 Financial Institution  Amount 

 Percentage 

of Available 

Funds 

AMP 6,000,000.00$       19.57%

Bank of Queensland 4,000,000.00$       13.05%

Bendigo Bank 5,662,651.07$       18.47%

IMB Bank 1,000,000.00$       3.26%

Macquarie Bank 3,000,000.00$       9.78%

Members Equity Bank 5,000,000.00$       16.31%

National Australia Bank 5,000,000.00$       16.31%

Westpac Banking Corporation 1,000,000.00$       3.26%

30,662,651.07$     100.00%
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Investments on Hand as at 31 May 

 

Note: Ratings provided are from Moody’s and Standard & Poors Rating Agencies 

Wentworth Shire Council 

Investments on Hand as at 31 May 2020

 Investee  Date Invested 
 Date of 

Maturity 

 Effective 

Interest 

Rate 

 Investment 

Type 

 Amount 

Invested 

AMP (10) 9/04/2020 7/01/2021 1.85% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    

AMP (2) 7/05/2020 5/11/2020 1.65% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    

AMP (5) 24/03/2020 22/09/2020 1.80% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    

AMP (6) 14/04/2020 13/10/2020 1.85% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    

AMP (7) 25/05/2019 23/11/2020 1.65% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    

AMP (9) 13/05/2020 9/12/2020 1.65% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    

Bank of Queensland (6) 23/04/2020 22/10/2020 1.50% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    

Bank of Queensland (7) 17/03/2020 13/08/2020 1.45% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    

Bank of Queensland (8) 4/02/2020 3/06/2020 1.48% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    

Bank of Queensland (9) 26/02/2020 26/08/2020 1.55% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    

Bendigo Bank (10) 3/04/2020 31/07/2020 1.55% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    

Bendigo Bank (7) 29/04/2020 29/09/2020 0.95% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    

Bendigo Bank (9) 21/02/2020 19/08/2020 1.45% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    

IMB Bank 6/03/2020 9/06/2020 1.50% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    

Macquarie Bank 12/02/2020 10/06/2020 1.60% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    

Macquarie Bank (2) 5/03/2020 2/07/2020 1.70% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    

Macquarie Bank (3) 16/04/2020 16/07/2020 1.60% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    

Members Equity Bank 24/02/2020 26/08/2020 1.55% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    

Members Equity Bank (2) 20/05/2020 16/09/2020 1.20% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    

Member Equity Bank (3) 26/05/2020 Ongoing 0.85% Cash at Call A/c 2,000,000.00$    

Members Equity Bank (10) 15/01/2020 16/06/2020 1.55% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    

National Australia Bank (1) 9/03/2020 9/06/2020 1.40% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    

National Australia Bank (3) 2/03/2020 30/06/2020 1.40% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    

National Australia Bank (5) 11/03/2020 9/06/2020 1.37% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    

National Australia Bank (6) 29/05/2020 28/07/2020 0.65% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    

National Australia Bank (7) 29/05/2020 28/09/2020 0.96% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    

Westpac Banking Corporation 20/02/2020 19/06/2020 1.55% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    

Total 28,000,000.00$  

Operating Account 2,662,651.07$    

Total Funds Available 30,662,651.07$  

Representing:

 - Internal Restrictions

         - Employee Entitlements 2,376,437.00$    

         - Doubtful Debts 48,595.00$          

         - Tip Remediation 1,372,493.54$    

         - Future Development Reserve 1,113,213.94$    

         - Trust Account 356,092.61$        

         - Capital Projects 1,000,000.00$    

         - Plant Replacement Reserve 2,200,000.00$    8,466,832.09$    

 - External Restrictions

        - Water Fund 8,658,961.76$    

        - Sewer Fund 2,539,171.62$    

        - Developer Contributions Reserve 619,065.20$        

        - Domestic Waste Management Reserve 104,796.78$        

        - Unexpended Grants 4,576,409.78$    

        - Crown Reserves Reserve 333,116.80$        

        - Loan Guarantee Reserve 10,774.04$          

        - Prepayments Cemeteries 503,183.45$        17,345,479.43$  

 - Day to Day Liquidity 4,850,339.55$    

Total Funds Available 30,662,651.07$  
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Breakdown 

 

Summary – Unexpended Grants as at 31 May 2020 

 

Total funds invested 

 
 

Four term deposits matured in May earning Council $30,915.07 in interest.  The budget for 
May was $50,212.50. Year to date Council has received $556,336.91 in interest. The year to 
date budget is $552,337.50. 

Grant Amount

Block Grant $851,365.57

Roads to Recovery $0.00

Pooncarie Weir $77,746.00

RFS R & M Grant 2011-2018 $260,923.00

Financial Assistance Grant 2019/20 Received in Advance$3,323,376.00

Drought Communities Programme $1,988.58

Stronger Country Communities Fund $61,010.63

Total $4,576,409.78
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Investments maturing in May 2020 

 

Interest received May 2020 

 

Total Interest received July 2019 – June 2020 

 

 Investee  Date Invested 
 Date of 

Maturity 

 Effective 

Interest 

Rate 

 Investment 

Type 

 Amount 

Invested 

 Interest 

Earned 

AMP (2) 7/11/2019 7/05/2020 1.75% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    8,726.03$      

AMP (7) 25/11/2019 25/05/2020 1.90% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    9,473.97$      

AMP (9) 13/11/2019 13/05/2020 1.80% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    8,975.34$      

IMB Bank (2) 19/02/2020 20/05/2020 1.50% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    3,739.73$      

Total 30,915.07$    
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For May 2020 Council’s investments returned an effective average rate of 1.45%.  Year to 
date the effective average rate has been 1.77%.  The budget for 2019-2020 is 2.50%.   

Effective average Interest Rate 

 
 

Impact of continued low cash rate on Council’s Investments  

Council’s investments continue to be impacted by the low cash rate.  To help combat this 
Council has invested $2 million in an at call account with Members Equity Bank, at a return of 
+0.60% above the cash rate, providing a current rate of 0.85%.  These funds can be 
withdrawn any day before 11am.  Given the large number of payments being processed at 
this time of year, this allows flexibility to have funds available when required, while 
maximising the interest that can be obtained on those funds.  This is in line with our 
investment policy. 

Conclusion 

The Director Finance and Policy certifies that all investments have been made in accordance 
with the Local Government Act 1993 (NSW), Local Government (General) Regulations 2005 
and Council’s investment policy. 

Council is investing its funds prudently to optimise returns and reduce exposure to risk in 
accordance with legislation and its own investment policy.   
 

Attachments 

Nil 
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9.7 DETERMINATION OF COUNCILLOR REMUNERATION FOR 2020/2021 

File Number: RPT/20/225 
 
Responsible Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
Responsible Division: Finance and Policy  
Reporting Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       

Summary 

The Local Government Remuneration Tribunal has determined there will be no increase to 
the mayoral and councillor fees for the 2020/21 financial year, with effect from 1 July 2020.  

Sections 248 and 249 of the Local Government Act 1993 require councils to fix and pay an 
annual fee based on the Tribunal’s determination for the 2020/21 financial year. If a council 
does not fix a fee, the council must pay the minimum fee determined by the Tribunal. 

The Remuneration Tribunal classifies the Wentworth Shire Council as a Rural Council. As 
such, the minimum fee for a Councillor is $9,190 and the maximum allowable is $12,160. In 
addition to the fee paid as a Councillor, the minimum fee payable to the Mayor is $9,780 and 
the maximum fee is $26,530.   

In May 2019 Council resolved not to increase the fees for the 2019/20. The fees for 2019/20 
are $11,570 for Councillors plus an additional $25,520 for the Mayor. 

Recommendation 

That Council sets the level of fees to be paid to the Councillors and Mayor in accordance 
with the schedule of fees determined by the Local Government Remuneration Tribunal. 

Detailed Report 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to advise Council of its obligation under the Local Government 
Act to determine and fix the annual fee payable to the Councillors and Mayor for the 
2020/2021 financial year. 

Matters under consideration 

The Local Government Remuneration Tribunal has determined there will be no increase to 
councillor and mayoral fees for the 2020/21 financial year. The levels of fees depend on 
which category the council is in, with Wentworth being classified as a Rural Council.  

The schedule of fees is shown in the table below. (It should be noted that the fee payable to 
the Mayor/Chairperson is in addition to the fee paid to the Mayor as a Councillor (s.249 (2)) 
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In accordance with the schedule of fees shown above, the fee payable for each Councillor 
would range from $9,190 to $12,160. The fee payable to the Mayor would be an additional 
amount of between $9,780 and $26,530. If Council does not fix a fee, then Council must pay 
the minimum fee determined by the Tribunal 

Options  

Based on the information contained in this report, the options available to address this matter 
are to:  

a) Set the maximum fee allowable for Councillors and the Mayor 

b) Set an alternative fee for Councillors and the Mayor within the minimum and maximum 
range allowable.  

Legal, strategic, financial or policy implications 

If Council does not fix a fee, then Council must pay the minimum fee determined by the 
Tribunal 

Conclusion 

In accordance with the Local Government Act, Council is to set the annual fee to be paid to 
each of the Councillors and the Mayor. The schedule of fees shows the minimum and 
maximum amounts payable, with Wentworth being designated as a Rural Council. 

 

Attachments 

Nil 
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9.8 MANAGING FINANCIAL HARDSHIP FROM COVID-19 FOR REGULAR USER 
GROUP AGREEMENTS 

File Number: RPT/20/330 
 
Responsible Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
Responsible Division: Finance and Policy  
Reporting Officer: Hodi Beauliv - Manager Finance  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       

Summary 

For Council to consider options for providing relief for Regular User Groups experiencing 
hardship due to the current COVID-19 coronavirus pandemic. 

Recommendation 

That Council delegate authority for the General Manager to waive or reduce fees to more 
accurately reflect the utilisation of Council’s facilities by Regular User Groups during the 
coronavirus pandemic. Fee relief will be determined by a proportionate reduction in rent 
payable as a result of the impact of COVID-19 and provided in the form of: 

1) a fee waiver or 

2) a fee deferral, amortised over a period of 24 months 

Detailed Report 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to consider options for providing relief for Regular User Groups 
experiencing hardship due to COVID-19. 

Background 

Council has a range of Regular User Groups that utilise its reserves and facilities under a 
licence arrangement.  Currently Council has in place 48 temporary licences.  These licences 
cover a range of different types of organisations including: 

• Sporting clubs for a range of sports such as Football, Netball, Racing, Golf, etc  

• Event Organisations such as the Wentworth Show, Field Days and Music Festivals 

• Religious organisations including Churches 

• Community groups such as service organisations, senior citizen groups, youth 
groups, land care, etc 

• Service organisations and businesses that regularly use Council’s reserves and 
facilities such as health providers, Pre-schools, etc 

Regular User Groups are experiencing hardship caused by COVID-19.  As directed by the 
NSW Government many of these organisations have cancelled events or ceased or modified 
their operations.  While restrictions are now starting to ease, many of these organisations are 
still experiencing financial hardship due to the impact this has placed on their operations and 
are experiencing cash flow problems.   
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Matters under consideration 

Under the Local Government Act (1993) there are strict rules that require Council to approve 
the waiver or reduction of any Council fees.   

Section 610E of the Local Government Act (1993) states: 

(1)  A council may waive payment of, or reduce, a fee (whether expressed as an 
actual or a maximum amount) in a particular case if the council is satisfied that the 
case falls within a category of hardship or any other category in respect of which 
the council has determined payment should be so waived or reduced. 

(2)  However, a council must not determine a category of cases under this section 
until it has given public notice of the proposed category in the same way as it is 
required to give public notice of the amount of a proposed fee under section 
610F(2) or (3). 

As a result of COVID-19, legislative changes have been made to the Local Government 
(General) Regulation 2005 under Section 413J.  This section states that Council are not 
required to give the 28-day notice period as specified under Section 610E (2) of the Local 
Government Act (1993) if the category relates to a response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Council Fees and Charges 

Due to the lock down measures in place as a result of COVID-19, a number of Council’s 
facility bookings were cancelled to minimise the cost to organisations who could not use 
Council’s facilities during this time.  Council’s Regular User Groups have licence agreements 
in place for the use of Council’s facilities, where fees and charges are calculated and 
invoiced annually, so this option was not available to them.   

Council has been approached by some of the Regular User Groups to discuss options for fee 
relief as their ability to generate income has been impacted by their inability to use the facility 
to its full capacity. 

Fees and charges for these groups can range up to $10,000 per annum.  Each arrangement 
varies due to the nature of the User Groups arrangements. Some Regular User Groups 
primary use of facilities are for the full 12-month period (eg Pre-schools), while others 
primarily have seasonal use (eg netball, football, cricket) and others have access for specific 
events that may only be held once per year (eg Show).   

A number of User Group’s access Council’s Donations, Contributions and Grants scheme to 
cover the cost of their fees and charges.  No relief would be provided for these organisations. 

Delegation of authority to waiver fees and charges 

If approved, the COVID-19 Hardship application form will be adapted for Regular User 
Groups to apply for hardship.  This will help simplify the process and allow User Groups to 
record the impact of COVID-19 on their organisation.  The form will be available online or 
hard copies can be posted.  Once submitted, applications will be reviewed by Council’s 
Finance staff and a recommendation made to the General Manager for approval.   

The General Manager currently does not have delegated authority to write off fees and 
charges.  Council would need to delegate this authority to the General Manager for this 
purpose, or requests would need to be returned to Council for approval.   

Some applications under this process may be up to $10,000.  As decisions are made, they 
will be reported to Council in the monthly finance report.  

Principles to determine fee relief 

As there has been no formal direction from the Office of Local Government or Department of 
Crown Lands, in reviewing applications it is recommended Council refer to the National 
Cabinet’s Mandatory Code of Conduct for commercial leasing principles during COVID-19.   
Under Principle 3 of the Code of Conduct:  
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3) Landlords must offer tenants proportionate reductions in rent payable in the form 
of waivers and deferrals (as outlined under “definitions,” below) of up to 100% of 
the amount ordinarily payable, on a case-by-case basis, based on the reduction in 
the tenant’s trade during the COVID-19 pandemic period and a subsequent 
reasonable recovery period. 

If Council chooses to waive rent, principle 4 of the Code of Conduct applies: 

4) Rental waivers must constitute no less than 50% of the total reduction in rent 
payable under principle #3 above over the COVID-19 pandemic period and 
should constitute a greater proportion of the total reduction in rent payable in 
cases where failure to do so would compromise the tenant’s capacity to fulfil their 
ongoing obligations under the lease agreement. Regard must also be had to the 
Landlord’s financial ability to provide such additional waivers. Tenants may waive 
the requirement for a 50% minimum waiver by agreement. 

If Council chooses to defer rent, principle 5 of the Code of Conduct applies: 

5) Payment of rental deferrals by the tenant must be amortised over the balance of 
the lease term and for a period of no less than 24 months, whichever is the 
greater, unless otherwise agreed by the parties. 

Options  

Council has the option to provide relief for Regular User Groups suffering hardship as a 
result of COVID-19 and if so, can delegate approval to the General Manager to approve this 
relief either through a fee waiver or deferral payment option. 

Legal, strategic, financial or policy implications 

The above recommendations comply with Council Policy and the Local Government Act (1993) 
and the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005.  It is also guided by the National 
Cabinet Mandatory Code of Conduct – SME Commercial Leasing Principles during COVID-19. 

It is anticipated that the income lost from temporary licenses would be less than $25,000.  

Conclusion 

While restrictions are now starting to ease, COVID-19 has created financial hardship for 
Regular User Groups across the Wentworth Shire.  Council can provide some relief to these 
organisations by reducing licence fees for Regular User Group activities cancelled or 
reduced as a result of COVID-19. 

Attachments 

Nil 
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9.9 DELEGATED AUTHORITY APPROVALS AS AT END OF MAY 2020 

File Number: RPT/20/345 
 
Responsible Officer: Matthew Carlin - Director Health and Planning  
Responsible Division: Health and Planning  
Reporting Officer: Nicky Meredith - Coordinator Health and Planning  
 
Objective: 1.0 Wentworth is a vibrant, growing and thriving Shire 
Strategy: 1.1 Grow the potential for business and industry to develop and 

expand       
 

Summary 

For the month of May 2020, a total of seven Development Applications and one S4.55 
Modification Applications were determined under delegated authority by the Director Health 
and Planning.     

The estimated value of the determined developments was $298,024.00.  This brings the year 
to date total to 58 Development Applications approved and 15 S4.55 Applications approved, 
with an estimated development value of $14,524,643.00. 
 

Recommendation 

a) That Council receives and notes the report for the month of May 2020. 

b) That Council publicly notifies, for the purposes of Schedule 1 Division 4 Section 20 (2) of 
the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979, the applications as listed in the 
attachment on the Wentworth Shire Council website. 

c) That a division be called in accordance with S375A of the Local Government Act 1993 
(NSW). 

 

Detailed Report 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with a list of Development Applications as 
tabled in Attachment 1, determined under delegated authority by the Director Health and 
Planning for the month of May 2020, hence complying with the requirements under section 
3.20 of the Office of Local Government Promoting Better Practice Program.  

Conclusion 

The total value of determinations was $298,024.00 for the month of May 2020, which was 
less than the previous month of $9,063,126.00.  The average determination time was 32 
days. 
 

 

Attachments 

1. Determination of Development Applications for the month of May 2020⇩   



Item 9.9 - Attachment 1 Determination of Development Applications for the month of May 2020 
 

Page 107 



Ordinary Meeting AGENDA 24 June 2020 

Page 108 

9.10 DRAFT POLICIES FOR PUBLIC EXHIBITION 

File Number: RPT/20/318 
 
Responsible Officer: Matthew Carlin - Director Health and Planning  
Responsible Division: Health and Planning  
Reporting Officer: Matthew Carlin - Director Health and Planning  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       

Summary 

To further strengthen and improve Councils operational service capabilities, two policies are 
presented to Council for endorsement to go to public exhibition. The policies are: Control of 
Frost Fans Policy and Mobile Food Vendor Policy. 

Recommendation 

That Council approves, for public exhibition, the draft Control of Frost Fans Policy and the 
revised Mobile Food Vendor Policy Policies, with both policies to be placed on Public 
exhibition for a period of 28 days. 

Detailed Report 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to seek approval from Council to publicly exhibit the Policies. 

Control of Frost Fans Policy 

To further strengthen and improve Councils operational service capabilities, the Control of 
Frost Fans policy has been written to achieve an equitable balance between the use of frost 
fans and the amenity of surrounding residential areas. 

This new policy addresses the interface issues between the installation and operation of frost 
fans and it sets the standards appropriate for the Shire of Wentworth.    

This policy provides Council staff clear direction to assess and manage noise concerns 
arising from the use of frost fans. It also provides the community, producers and council 
planning staff with the information required to make application to install and operate a frost 
fan.   

Mobile Food Vendor Policy 

Wentworth Shire Council supports the operation of food trucks and food vans to enliven the 
Wentworth Shire Local Government Area and encourage diversity in takeaway food options. 

The purpose of the revised policy is to provide the framework for the operation of mobile food 
vending vehicles in the Wentworth Shire Local Government Area. The revised policy sets out 
the relevant legislative requirements for safe food handling and preparation practices and 
establishes the on-street trading parameters. 

The revised policy also supplements provisions of the Local Government Act 1993, the 
Roads Act 1993, the Food Act 2003 and associated regulations. 

Legal, strategic, financial or policy implications 

These policies have been prepared pursuant to section 158 of the Local Government Act 
1993 (NSW). Section 160 of the Act provides that draft policies must be on exhibition for a 
period of not less than 28 days and submissions to be received for a period of not less than 
42 days.  



Ordinary Meeting AGENDA 24 June 2020 

Page 109 

Overview of Policy content 

The Policies are divided into three parts in accordance with the requirements of the 

Local Government Act 1993: 

Part 1 of the Policy specifies any exemptions from the Policy; 

Part 2 of the Policy specifies the criteria which Council must consider when determining 
whether or not to grant approval for a particular activity; and 

Part 3 of the Policy specifies other matters relating to approvals 

 

Attachments 

1. Control of Frost Fans Policy⇩  

2. Mobile Food Vendor Policy⇩   
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PRELIMINARY 
 

P.1 Title of the Policy 
 
This Policy (“the Policy”) is called the Control of Frost Fans Policy  
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P.2 What is the purpose of the Policy? 
 
Wentworth Shire Council supports the operation of farming and agricultural, horticultural and 
other similar operations within the permitted land use zones. 
 
The purpose of the Policy is to state Councils position regarding the classification, and approval 
pathway for the installation and operation of Frost Fans with the Wentworth Shire Local 
Government Area.  
 
The Policy also supplements provisions of the Local Government Act 1993, the Environmental 
Planning and Assessment Act 1979 and the Wentworth Local Environmental Plan 2011 and 
associated regulations. 
 
The Policy is divided into three parts in accordance with the requirements of the 
Local Government Act 1993: 
 
Part 1 of the Policy specifies any exemptions from the Policy; 
 
Part 2 of the Policy specifies the criteria which Council must consider when determining 
whether or not to grant approval for a particular activity; and 
 
Part 3 of the Policy specifies other matters relating to approvals 
 

P.3 Review of the Policy 
The Policy is a Frost Fan Policy prepared and adopted under Section 158 of the Local 
Government Act 1993. 
 
The Policy will be reviewed every four years from the date of commencement. 

 

P.4 What are the objectives of the Policy? 
The Policy aims to: 
 
(a) Find an equitable balance between the use of frost fans and the amenity to the surrounding 

residents 
 

(b) Address the interface issues regarding the installation and operation of frost fans 
 

(c) To set standards appropriate to the Shire of Wentworth for the installation and operation of 
Frost Fans. 

 

P.5 Policy commencement date 
The Policy was adopted by Council on (Insert Date) and came into operation on the next 
business day. 
 

P.6 Where the Policy applies 
The Policy applies to all land zoned as RU1-Primary Production within the Wentworth Shire 
Local Government Area. 
 

P.7 Council Approval Requirements 
Frost Fans (both fixed and mobile) will only be permitted with Council consent in land zoned as 
RU1-Primary Production within the Wentworth Shire Local Government Area. 
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P.8 When will the policy be revoked? 
In accordance with Section 165(4) of the Local Government Act 1993, the Policy is 
automatically revoked at the expiration of 12 months after the declaration of the poll for a 
general election of Council, unless Council revokes the Policy sooner. 
 
 P.9 Other relevant documents 
The following documents are related to the Policy: 

• Local Government Act 1993 

• Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 

• Wentworth Local Environmental Plan 2011 

• Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997 
 

P.10 Responsibilities 
Council is responsible for developing this Policy in accordance with the provisions of the Local 
Government Act 1993, and ensuring good governance, including open and transparent 
consultation during its development and review. Authorised officers of council will issue 
approvals via the relevant development consent pathway, enforce conditions of approval, and 
monitor and regulate non-compliances with this Policy and relevant legislation. 
 

P.11 Consultation 
In accordance with section 160 of the Local Government Act 1993 will undergo a public 
consultation process and formal consideration of comments prior to adoption. 
 

P.12 Explanations of notes in the text 
 
The notes in text boxes are explanatory notes and do not form part of the Policy. 
 
The notes are provided to assist with the understanding of the Policy. 

PART 1: EXEMPTIONS FROM THE NECESSITY TO OBTAIN APPROVAL  
 
1.1 Exemptions under the Policy 

 
There are no exemptions under the Policy for Frost Fans. 
 
Note: Section 158(3) of the Local Government Act 1993 requires a Local Approvals 
Policy to specify the circumstances (if any) in which a person would be exempt from the 
necessity to obtain a particular approval from Council. 
 
To ensure the amenity of surrounding residences, no exemption under the LEP will be 
permitted. 
 
 

1.2 Classification of Frost Fans under the Building Code of Australia 
 

Wentworth Shire Council considers Frost Fans to be unclassifiable under the Building Code 
(BCA) of Australia. This is because the closest building classification under the BCA is 10b 
which is defined as being: 
   

“a structure being a fence, mast, antenna, retaining wall, swimming pool, or the like.” 
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By applying the legal maxim ejusdem generis – being a rule of statutory interpretation where a 
class of things are of the same kind; it is clear that a Frost Fan cannot fall under this 
classification.  
This is because the structures as defined under 10b are static structures that do not generate 
any noise and do not have any moving parts. 
 
In contrast, Frost Fans do have moving parts and generate noise, therefore Wentworth Shire 
Council considers them to be unclassifiable. 
 

1.3 Effect of Wentworth Local Environmental Plan 
 
The Local Environmental Plan (LEP) provides that Farm Buildings, being Class 10(a), (b) and 
(c) buildings are permitted without consent in land zoned RU1- Primary Production.  
 
As Frost Fans are unclassifiable, the permitted without consent provisions in that part of the 
LEP as it related to Frost Fans, do not apply.  
 
 
 

PART 2: CRITERIA COUNCIL MUST CONSIDER WHEN DETERMINING 
APPLICATIONS FOR FROST FANS 

 

2.1 Requirements Prior to Approval of Installation of Frost Fan(s) 
 

When an application is submitted to Council for the installation of a frost control fan, it must be 
accompanied by the following information: 
 

(a) Scaled site diagram showing the proposed location(s) of the frost control fan(s) 
 

(b) Structural engineer’s certificate and drawings for the footings and structural steelwork. (This 
information may be provided by the manufacturer) – does not apply to mobile frost fans. 

 
(c) Details of crop/s to be protected by the frost control fan/s 

 
(d) Details of the anticipated temperature at which damage occurs to the crop/s proposed to be 

protected and the anticipated temperature that the fan/s would come on to protect the crop/s from 
frost 

 
(e) The number of frosts on average per year, which currently affect the crop/s, according to currently 

available climatic data. E.g. from CSIRO, Department of Agriculture or Bureau of Meteorology 
 

(f) Noise acoustician’s report modelling the extent of impact of the proposed frost control fan upon 
the surrounding landscape.  

 
(g) Noise acoustician’s report indicating that the proposed frost control fan will not exceed the outdoor 

criteria at the nearest affected dwelling located on a separate property to that which the fan will be 
located upon* 
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*Note: The model should be based upon manufacturer’s sound level data. Based upon 
manufacturer’s details, if there are no dwellings within 1 kilometre of the proposed frost control 
fan, the noise acoustician’s report will not be required 

 
2.2 Defining Noise Zones 
 

A noise sensitive zone (noise receiver’s zone) is a zone primarily meant for noise sensitive land 
uses such as residential or rural residential. 
 
A non-noise sensitive zone is a zone primarily used for agricultural pursuits within RU1 zoned 
land under the Wentworth LEP. 

 
 
The noise criteria outlined in 2.1 apply to the following zonings: 

 
Location of Affected Premise Outdoor Criteria (LAeq) Indoor Criteria (LAeq) 

Noise Sensitive 45dB A (max.) 25dB A (max.) 

Any Other Zone 55dB A (max.) 35dB A (max.) 

  

2.3 Conditions that will be applied at development consent 
stage 

 
a) The frost control fan must have a thermostatic control that is set at all times to a 

temperature appropriate to the crop being protected. 
 

b) The driving engine for the frost control fan must be housed in a noise attenuating 
housing 

 
c) The driving engine for the frost control fan must be fitted with a muffler system, with the 

exhaust pipes being set into pits in the ground 
 

d) Whilst the frost control fan/s is/are in operation, the noise level measured at a distance 
of 1 metre from any bedroom window of a dwelling situated on an adjacent property to 
that containing the frost control fan, must not exceed the outdoor or indoor limit as 
outlined in item 2.1 above. 

 

Part 3 – Other Matters Relating to Approvals 
 

3.1 What will happen if a development causes land in a non-noise sensitive zone to 
become noise sensitive (i.e. the land use changes) 
 
Where a development causes the land use zoning to change to a noise sensitive area and 
frost fans are already existing in the locality (within 1 kilometre), the Developer of that land 
subject to rezoning will be responsible for addressing the issue. This may be achieved by 
doing the following: 
 

a) The provision of buffers as required by the Local Environmental Plan and 
Development Control Plan operating in the area 



Item 9.10 - Attachment 1 Control of Frost Fans Policy 
 

Page 115 

 
b) Have a restriction placed upon the title of the land to be developed, requiring 

certain noise attenuation measures to be incorporated into the design and 
construction of any proposed dwelling in that development to enable the indoor 
criteria to be achieved 

 
c) The possibility of frost control fans being present within certain areas must be 

raised in Council’s Development Control Policy 
 

3.2 Management of complaints about frost fans 
 

a) Initially, Council would attempt to establish a dialogue between the affected 
resident and the owner of the frost control fan, to raise the issues and to try and 
find possible resolutions. 

 
b) Should any dialogues/negotiations fail, Council will re-assess the subject frost 

control fan against the requirements of this policy and the frost control fans 
development consent. 

 
c) Where complaints are received, the complainant should be prepared to allow 

Council’s Officers or the proponent’s noise acoustician reasonable access to their 
property for the purpose of monitoring of the frost control fan if it is deemed 
necessary. 

 
d) If the frost control fan and its operation comply with its development consent and 

this policy, no further action will be taken. Should the subject frost control fan not 
be complying, further action will be considered.  

 
e) Where the noise limits are not met, the frequency of usage is a consideration in 

deciding what action to take. The level of noise exceedance will also be taken into 
consideration. 

 
f) Should Council receive a complaint concerning the operation of a frost control fan, 

then noise level readings will be taken with the following criteria: 
 

i. At least: three consecutive 15-minute periods each day over three (3) days; at 1 
metre from the nearest bedroom wall of the affected premise. 

 
ii. The noise level set for the frost control fan must be exceeded on more than two 

nights within a 60-day period before Council will notify the operator of the frost 
control fan that action may need to be taken to ensure the fan operates within its 
consent 
 

iii. Noise measuring instruments must be equivalent to Type 2 (or better) as defined 
in Australian Standard 1259 “Sound Level Meters”, Parts 1 and 2. 
 

iv. Apart from the provisions already contained in this policy, noise measurements 
must be conducted in accordance with Australian Standard 2659, “Guide to the 
use of Sound-measuring Equipment”. 
 

g) Where a complaint is received about a frost fan that does not have development 
consent, Council will seek to stop the operation until such time as development 
application has been considered. 
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PRELIMINARY 
 

P.1 Title of the Policy 
 
This Policy (“the Policy”) is called the Local Approvals Policy for Mobile Food 
Vending Vehicles. 
 

P.2 What is the purpose of the Policy? 
 
Wentworth Shire Council supports the operation of food trucks and food vans to enliven the 
Wentworth Shire Local Government Area and encourage diversity in takeaway food options. 
 
The purpose of the Policy is to provide the framework for the operation of mobile food vending 
vehicles in the Wentworth Shire Local Government Area. The Policy sets out the relevant 



Item 9.10 - Attachment 2 Mobile Food Vendor Policy 
 

Page 119 

legislative requirements for safe food handling and preparation practices and establishes the 
on-street trading parameters. 
 
The Policy also supplements provisions of the Local Government Act 1993, the Roads Act 
1993, the Food Act 2003 and associated regulations. 
 
The Policy is divided into three parts in accordance with the requirements of the 
Local Government Act 1993: 
 
Part 1 of the Policy specifies any exemptions from the Policy; 
 
Part 2 of the Policy specifies the criteria which Council must consider when determining 
whether or not to grant approval for a particular activity; and 
 
Part 3 of the Policy specifies other matters relating to approvals 
 

P.3 Review of the Policy 
The Policy is a Local Approvals Policy prepared and adopted under Section158 of the Local 
Government Act 1993. 
 
The Policy will be reviewed every four years from the date of commencement. 

 

P.4 What are the objectives of the Policy? 
The Policy aims to: 
 
(a) Ensure that mobile food vending vehicles operate in accordance with the rules 
and restrictions on lawful parking spaces on Council-owned roads 
 
(b) Ensure that food sold through mobile food vending vehicles is safe and fit for 
human consumption 
 
(c) Provide guidance and assistance to people wanting to operate a mobile food vending vehicle 
on Council-owned roads in the Wentworth Shire Local Government Area 
 
(d) Ensure the construction, fit-out and facilities for cleaning utensils, articles, fittings and 
appliances in vehicles are adequate 
 
(e) Minimise any potential adverse impacts of mobile food vending vehicles 
 
(f) Ensure the safe operation of mobile food vending vehicles 
 
(g) Ensure the operation of mobile food vending vehicles does not increase litter 
or waste in or from the trading location 
 
(h) Ensure that the operation of the mobile food vending vehicle does not adversely 
impact any surrounding sensitive land uses, and in particular residential 
amenity 
 

P.5 Policy commencement date 
The Policy was adopted by Council on (Insert Date) and came into operation on the next 
business day. 
 



Item 9.10 - Attachment 2 Mobile Food Vendor Policy 
 

Page 120 

P.6 Where the Policy applies 
The Policy applies to all Council-owned roads within the Wentworth Shire Local Government 
Area. 
 
The Policy does not apply to any food truck or food van that is operating pursuant to a separate 
“events” authorisation and/or sporting ground licence issued by Council. The use of Council 
parks, reserves and the like is prohibited unless expressly authorised by Council. 
 
The Policy does not apply to the use and operation of any food truck or food van that is used on 
private land. Such activities may be exempt from a requirement to obtain development consent, 
subject to the provisions of State Environmental Planning Policy (Exempt and Complying 
Development Codes) 2008. 
 

P.7 Council Approval Requirements 
The Policy applies to the following activity, as specified in the Table under Section 
68 of the Local Government Act 1993: 
 

“Use a standing vehicle or any article for the purpose of selling any article in a 
public 

place”. 
 
For the purposes of the Policy a ‘standing vehicle’ includes any food truck or food van that has 
stopped to make a sale, or with the intention to sell.  
 

a) All Mobile Food Vending Vehicles require a Section 68 approval issued by Wentworth 
Shire Council prior to operating on Council owned roads. The operation of a Mobile Food 
Vending Vehicle, or the selling of any food from a mobile vehicle in a public place within 
the Wentworth Shire Local Government Area without prior approval is an offence under 
the Local Government Act 1993. 

 
b) Council will charge a fee** for the issue of a Mobile Food Vending Vehicle approval as 

per the Schedule of Fees and Charges document on Council’s website. 
 

c) Mobile Food Vending Vehicles will be issued an approval that will contain conditions of 
operation to be complied with at all times. 

 
d) Incomplete applications may be rejected if additional information requested is not 

supplied within the time nominated by Council. The assessment component of the fee 
will not be refunded. 

 
e) Council will not issue a refund of any fees paid if the business is sold or transferred. A 

new owner of a mobile food vehicle must make a new application and pay the 
appropriate fees for approval. 

 
f) All Mobile Food Vending Vehicle operators must have their vehicle inspected for food 

safety requirements prior to issue of an approval, or from time to time as determined by 
Council or an authorised officer of Council.  

 
g) Approvals are specific to each Mobile Food Vending vehicle and they are not 

transferable between vehicles. 
 

h) All approved Mobile Food Vending Vehicles are permitted to operate on Council-owned 
roads within the areas so identified in Appendix 1. The operation of a Mobile Food 
Vending Vehicle must also comply with the local car parking restrictions of that parking 



Item 9.10 - Attachment 2 Mobile Food Vendor Policy 
 

Page 121 

space and all other applicable Road Rules. All Mobile Food Vending Vehicles permit a 
operator pull up to a kerb, into a lawful parking spot, and to trade onto the footpath. 
Vehicles must not park on the footpath or on driveways, and must not trade onto the 
street, bike lane or an adjacent car parking spot. 

 
 

P.8 When will the policy be revoked? 
In accordance with Section 165(4) of the Local Government Act 1993, the Policy is 
automatically revoked at the expiration of 12 months after the declaration of the poll for a 
general election of Council, unless Council revokes the Policy sooner. 
 

P.9 Definitions 
For the purposes of the Policy: 
 
(a) A mobile food vending vehicle is a vehicle located on Council-owned roads used in 
connection with the preparation and/or sale of food. 
 
It includes vehicles used for on-site food preparation (e.g.; hamburgers, hot dogs and kebabs), 
one-step food preparation (e.g.; popcorn, fairy floss, coffee) and the sale of any type of food, 
including pre-packaged food.  
 
For the purposes of the Policy, the term “mobile food vending vehicle” refers to both food trucks 
and food vans, being vehicles that are registered within the meaning of the Road Transport Act 
2013. 
 
All mobile food vending vehicles require an approval issued by Council prior to operating. 
 
(b) A food truck is a vehicle used for the purposes of on-site preparation and sale of hot and 
cold food (considered a medium to high risk food category). 
 
(c) A food van is a vehicle used for the purposes of selling tea, coffee, drinks, cakes, sweets or 
other similar food (low risk food category).  
 
(d) A food cart is a unit/vehicle which may or may not be powered, that is for the purpose of 
selling food or drink which operates within Council-owned roads and does not meet the 
definition of a food truck or food van (Note: food carts are not supported under the Policy). 
 
(e) Council-owned roads includes all of the land used for vehicular traffic, plus any footway, 
shoulder, kerb and gutter. 
 

P.10 Explanations of notes in the text 
 
The notes in text boxes are explanatory notes and do not form part of the Policy. 
 
The notes are provided to assist with the understanding of the Policy. 
 

P.11 Other relevant documents 
The following documents are related to the Policy: 

• Local Government Act 1993 

• Food Act 2003 

• Roads Act 1993 

• Food Standards Code 

• Mobile Food Vending Vehicles – Operation, construction and food handling 
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• guidelines, January 2017 (available on the NSW Government Food website 

• http://www.foodauthority.nsw.gov.au/) 

• Department of Local Government Street Vending Control Guidelines 2017 

P.12 Scope 
(a) The Policy applies to Council owned roads and other public places within the Wentworth 
Shire Local Government Area. 
 
(b) This Policy does not apply to Mobile Food Vending Vehicles; 
 
i. trading in accordance with a development consent or the provisions of the State 

Environmental Planning Policy (Exempt and Complying Development Codes) 2008 on 
private land 
 

ii. trading on public land in accordance with an approved event 
 

iii. not operating as a food business 
 

P.13 Responsibilities 
Council is responsible for developing this Policy in accordance with the provisions of the Local 
Government Act 1993, and ensuring good governance, including open and transparent 
consultation during its development and review. Authorised officers of council will issue 
approvals to operate a mobile food vending vehicle, enforce conditions of approval, and monitor 
and regulate non-compliances with this Policy and relevant legislation. 
 
Operators of mobile food vending vehicles are responsible for ensuring they have approval to 
operate on Council owned roads prior to trading at those locations. Operators must comply with 
the requirements of this Policy and relevant legislation while trading on Council owned roads. 
 
 

P.14 Consultation 
In accordance with section 160 of the Local Government Act 1993 will undergo a public 
consultation process and formal consideration of comments prior to adoption. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PART 1: EXEMPTIONS FROM THE NECESSITY TO OBTAIN APPROVAL  
 
1.1 Exemptions under the Policy 

 
There are no exemptions under the Policy for mobile food vending vehicles. 
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Note: Section 158(3) of the Local Government Act 1993 requires a Local Approvals 
Policy to specify the circumstances (if any) in which a person would be exempt from the 
necessity to obtain a particular approval from Council. 
 
To ensure the safety of food for human consumption, there will be no exemptions for 
compliance with the Policy in relation to mobile food vending vehicles. 
 
 
 

PART 2: CRITERIA COUNCIL MUST CONSIDER WHEN DETERMINING 
APPLICATIONS FOR MOBILE FOOD VENDING VEHICLES 

 

2.1 General requirements of mobile food vending vehicles 
 
(a) Approval under the Local Government Act 1993 is required prior to commencement of 

operation of a mobile food vending vehicle on a Council owned road. The operation of a 
mobile food vending vehicle without the required approval is an offence. 
 

(b) An application for approval to use a mobile food vending vehicle is to be made on the 
approved form. The prescribed fee is also to be paid before the application is assessed. 
 

(c) Prior to the issue of an approval under this Policy, the mobile food vending vehicle is to be 
made available for inspection by Council’s Regulatory Services officer/s. Council will charge 
a fee for inspecting the mobile food vending vehicle as per Council’s adopted Fees and 
Charges Schedule. Based on The Food Regulation Partnership adopted in July 2018, 
Council may choose to not inspect the vehicle, if the applicant is able to produce a 
satisfactory operational inspection report from their home jurisdiction council. 
 

(d) All Approvals will be issued with an end date of 30 June each year, to enable an annual 
review. 

 
(e) Operators are to notify the food business to Council using a Food Business Update Form 

 
(f) The criteria to be used in the assessment of a mobile food vending vehicle for approval will 

include all the relevant provisions contained in the standards as set out in Part 2 of the 
Policy, the Food Act 2003 and associated regulations, and the Food Standards Code. 

 
(g) Approvals will be issued subject to conditions, including but not limited to compliance with 

the Policy. 
 

(h) Only the sale of foodstuffs and drinks will be allowed from mobile food vending vehicles. No 
sale of alcohol, cigarettes or other products from mobile food vending vehicles will be 
approved. 

 
(i) The applicant is to submit a copy of a public liability insurance indemnifying the applicant 

against any actions, suits, claims, demands or proceedings for death or injury to any third 
party or parties or loss of, or damage to, any property, with an indemnity amount of not less 
than $20,000,000 per occurrence and noting Council as an interested party. The Insurance 
is to be valid at all times from the date of approval through to the date the approval lapses. 

 
(j) The applicant is to submit copies of valid insurance policies that protect the 
applicant: 
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I. Against any injury to any third party or parties under Compulsory Third 

Party Insurance as required by the Motor Accidents Compensation Act 
1999 
 

II. Against loss of, or damage to, any property whatsoever caused by the use of the vehicle 
when being driven by the Licensee, an employee of the Licensee, an independent 
contractor or any other person (including a person not employed by the Licensee). The 
policy is to have a limit of indemnity of not less than $20,000,000 and shall be extended 
to include “CTP Gap Coverage Endorsement” cover. The policy shall note the interest of 
the Council as an insured. 
 

The Insurance is to be valid at all times from the date of approval through to 
the date the approval lapses. 
 
 

2.2 General requirements in accordance with Food Safety Standard 3.2.3 
 

The design and construction of a mobile food vending vehicle is to: 
 
(a) Be appropriate for the types of food produced and activities conducted 

 
(b) Provide adequate space for all activities and for all equipment to be used or stored 
 
(c) Allow easy cleaning/sanitising procedures of all structures and equipment 

 
(d) Prevent entry of pests, dust, fumes, smoke and other contaminants 

 
(e) Exclude favourable sites for pests to harbour (live and breed). 

 
 

Further details on these requirements are contained within Mobile Food Vending Vehicles – 
Operation, construction and food handling guidelines, prepared by the NSW Food Authority. All 
mobile food vending vehicles approved by Council are required to comply with these guidelines. 
 

PART 2A: CRITERIA COUNCIL MUST CONSIDER WHEN DETERMINING 
AN APPLICATION TO OPERATE A FOOD TRUCK 

 

2A.1 Location 
 
Food trucks may only operate in the areas specified in Appendix 1. 
 
  
Note: Council will use the following principles in determining the suitability of any 
additional food truck locations to those specified in Appendix 1: 

• Land use zoning and permissible uses within that zone (compatibility considerations) 

• Proximity to residential properties (potential residential amenity impacts) 

• Proposed hours of operation (consideration of other food and drink premises in 
proposed location) 

• Road, road-user and pedestrian safety 

• Availability of alternate locations 



Item 9.10 - Attachment 2 Mobile Food Vendor Policy 
 

Page 125 

 
 
 
Food trucks permitted to operate on Council-owned roads are to: 
Be located within existing lawful parking spaces; and 

a) Comply with the local parking restrictions 
b) Comply with the relevant road rules; and 
c) Not operate directly in front of a residential building (house or apartment) on the same 

side of the road as the frontage of the residential building. 
 

2A.2 Parking 
Food trucks are to operate so as to: 

 
a) Ensure access to pedestrian ramps and footpaths are not compromised; and 

 
b) Ensure that access or egress from any building is not restricted by the 

operation of the food truck; and 
 

c) Ensure access to public street furniture such as seats, bicycle parking, 
drinking fountains, rubbish bins, fire hydrants, telephone booths and post 
boxes or the like. 

 

2A.3 Deliveries 
Food trucks are to arrive at a location fully equipped. Deliveries are not to be made 
to a food truck while it is in operation. 
 

PART 3: OTHER MATTERS RELATING TO APPROVALS FOR MOBILE 
FOOD VENDING VEHICLES 
 

 
Note: Approval of a mobile food vending vehicle is subject to compliance with the 
requirements of the Food Act 2003, Food Standard Codes and all other conditions of 
approval. 
 
The mobile food vending vehicle approval issued by Council is to be displayed 
in a location that is clearly visible to customers at all times during operation. A copy of the 
full approval document is to be kept within the vehicle at all times and made available to 
an authorised Council officer upon request. 
 
Failure to adhere to any condition of approval and/or legislative requirement may result in 
modification, suspension or revocation of an approval, in addition to the potential issuing 
of fines. 
 

3.1 Permitted days and hours of operation 
The use of Council-owned roads for the purpose of operating a mobile food 
vending vehicle is restricted to set out in Appendix 1 for each location, inclusive of set up and 
set down times. 
 
Mobile food vending vehicles are not to remain in any location overnight. Failure to comply with 
this requirement may result in an approval being refused or revoked.  
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3.2 Serving 
Mobile food vending vehicles are not to operate with their serving window opening onto any part 
of a vehicular carriageway or a cycleway. 
 

3.3 Customer seating  
The placement of tables, chairs or other seating apparatus is not permitted at any time. 
 

3.4 Waste management and recycling 
Provisions for waste management are to include the following: 
 
(a) Mobile food vending vehicle operators are responsible for the waste materials generated 

during the trading period. Waste materials such as food packaging should be collected in 
bins or suitable receptacles, bagged or contained, and stored and disposed of at the cost of 
the operator 
 

(b) Any waste produced by the operation of the mobile food vending vehicle is to be removed 
from the site via the mobile food vending vehicle at the end of the trading period 

 
(c) The trading area is to be left in a clean and tidy condition at the end of each trading interval 

 
 

(d) The trading approval holder is liable to reimburse Council for any cleaning cost incurred by 
Council during the duration of the trading period as a result of the operation of the mobile 
food vending vehicle. 
 

(e) Disposal of all liquid wastes generated within the food van is to be discharged to the sewer 
or as approved by an authorised Council Officer. Under no circumstances is liquid waste to 
be discharged to the ground or in the stormwater drain. 

 
(f) Details of liquid waste and garbage disposal arrangements must be supplied with the 

application for the mobile food vending vehicle. 
 

3.5 Signage 
An Approval under the Policy does not infer any approval for the erection or display of any sign 
or sign structure not directly attached to the mobile food vending vehicles. 
 
The Policy does not allow the use of any temporary signage (e.g.; A-frame boards) in 
association with the operation of any mobile food vending vehicle. 
 

3.6 Animals and pests 
All practicable measures are to be taken to prevent pests (including birds, spiders and flying 
insects) from entering or remaining in the vehicle. 
 
No animal is permitted to enter any vehicle, whether the vehicle is in operation 
or not. 
 

3.7 Water supply 
The vehicle must be provided with an adequate supply of potable water stored in approved 
containers and suitably protected against contamination, for hand washing, cleaning equipment 
and for use of food preparation. There must also be an adequate supply of hot water for these 
purposes. 
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The vehicle is to be equipped with a waste water tank external to the vehicle, of at least 50 litre 
capacity with an outlet of sufficient diameter to facilitate easy flushing and cleaning. 
 
All hot water for washing purposes is to be supplied from a suitable hot water system and 
should be piped so it can be mixed with cold water. 

3.8 Control of pollution 
Operators are to comply with the Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997, which 
contains provisions relating to pollution, including prevention of offensive noise, smoke, odour 
and waste water discharges. 
 

3.9 Noise 
The emission of noise associated with the use of the vehicle, including the operation of any 
mechanical plant and equipment, is to comply with the following: 
 
(a) The use of the vehicle must be controlled so that any emitted noise is at a level so as not to  

create an "offensive noise" as defined in the Protection of the Environment Operations Act 
1997 

 
(b) If any noise complaints are received and substantiated by an authorised Council officer, the 

officer may direct that the use of the food truck/business is to be suspended or moderated to 
prevent nuisance until attenuation measures are completed and Council has confirmed in 
writing that the use may resume. 
 

(c) The operation of a mobile food vending vehicle is not to involve the use of any bell, music or 
other sound device to attract customers, nor while the vehicle is stationary. 

 

3.10 Odour 
If any odour or smoke complaints are received and substantiated by an authorised Council 
officer, then the use of the vehicle or apparatus is to be moderated as directed by an authorised 
Council officer as deemed necessary to prevent nuisance. 
 

3.11 Food Handling 
The requirements for the handling of food for sale and human consumption are outlined in the 
standards set by the NSW Food Authority’s website (www.foodauthority.nsw.gov.au). 
The requirements also apply to pre-packaged food and low-risk food.  
 
Fact Sheets and user guides are available on the Food Standards Australia New Zealand 
website (www.foodstandards.gov.au). 
 

3.12 Preparing food at home 
A separate approval may be required for the preparation of food as part of a home business.  
 
 

3.13 Use of separate premises 
Where the operation of the mobile food vending vehicle involves the use of premises within the 
Wentworth Shire Local Government Area, for the storage or preparation 
of food in conjunction with a mobile food vending vehicle, a Development Consent for such use 
may be required under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979. 
 
Any change in the permanent facilities is to be notified to Council. 
 

http://www.foodauthority.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.foodstandards.gov.au/
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3.14 Maintenance 
The vehicle and its associated fixtures, fittings and equipment must be kept clean and in a good 
state of repair and working order, free from dirt, fumes, smoke, foul odours and other 
contaminants. 
  

3.15 Non-compliance 
Council’s Authorised Officers may issue penalty infringement notices, orders, clean up notices 
prevention notices or court attendance notices for non-compliance with the Policy and all related 
offences. Serious pollution incidences can also be prosecuted by state agencies such as the 
NSW Environment Protection Authority. 
 
 

Contact Information 
 
Please contact Council or the NSW Food Authority for further information relating to 
information contained within the Policy. 
 
Wentworth Shire Council 
Tel: (03) 5027 5027 
Website: www.wentworth.nsw.gov.au 
 
NSW Food Authority 
Tel: 1300 552 406 
Fax: (02) 9647 0026 
Website: http://www.foodauthority.nsw.gov.au 
Email: contact@foodauthority.nsw.gov.au 
 
Food Standards Australia New Zealand 
Website: http://foodstandards.gov.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Approved by Council and signed by  
General Manager of Wentworth Shire Council 

 
 

 Signed & Dated 

APPENDIX 1: Permitted Trading Locations 
 

1. Wentworth – Junction Park, Cadell Street 
 First two (2) car spaces on entry to right side car park  
 (please refer to the maps provided below) 

a) Trading will be limited to the hours of 7:00am to 10:00pm each day of the 

week; 

b) A maximum of two (2) traders may operate from the designated bays, as set 

out below: 

http://www.wentworth.nsw.gov.au/
mailto:contact@foodauthority.nsw.gov.au
http://foodstandards.gov.au/
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 Street View:  

 
Aerial View (outdated image, for general location purposes only): 
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2. Curlwaa – O’Donnell Park Car Park, Silver City Highway  
First two (2) car spaces to the right side of the toilet block  
(please refer to the maps provided below) 

a) Trading will be limited to the hours of 7:00am to 10:00pm each day of the 

week; 

b) A maximum of one (1) trader may operate from the designated bays, as set 

out below: 

Road View: 

 
Aerial View (outdated image, for general location purposes only): 
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3. 
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Dareton – Sturt Park, Sturt Place 
 First two (2) on either end of the car spaces surrounding Sturt Park  
 (please refer to the map provided below) 

a) Trading will be limited to the hours of 8:00am to 8:00pm each day of the 

week; 

b) A maximum of two (2) traders may operate from the designated bays, as set 

out below: 

Aerial View:

 
 Dareton – Boat Ramp Car Park, Golf Course Road 

First two (2) car spaces on entry to car park  
(please refer to the map provided below) 
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4. Buronga – Bus Interchange, Silver City Highway 
 End two (2) car spaces in car park  
 (please refer to the map provided below) 

a) Trading will be limited to the hours of 7:00am to 10:00pm each day of the 

week; 

b) A maximum of two (2) traders may operate from the designated bays, as set 

out below: 

 Street View: 

 
 Aerial View: 
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5. Gol Gol – James King Park Car Park, Silver City Highway  
(NOTE: This has been deferred by Council and not currently permitted) 
One (1) equivalent car space on grassed area adjacent to the car parking bays 

(please refer to the map provided below) 
a) Trading will be limited to the hours of 7:00am to 10:00pm each day of the 

week; 

b) A maximum of two (2) traders may operate from the designated bays, as set 

out below; and 

Park View: 

 
 
Aerial View (outdated image, for general location purposes only): 
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9.11 PROJECTS AND WORKS REPORT UPDATE - JUNE 2020 

File Number: RPT/20/334 
 
Responsible Officer: Geoff Gunn - Director Roads and Engineering  
Responsible Division: Roads and Engineering  
Reporting Officer: Allan Eastmond - Manager Works  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.2 Plan for and develop the right assets and infrastructure       

Summary 

This report provides a summary of the major works undertaken by the Roads and 
Engineering Division which have been completed during the month of May 2020 and the 
planned works for June 2020. 

Recommendation 

That Council notes the major works undertaken for May and the proposed works for June 
2020. 

Detailed Report 

During May, the Roads and Engineering Division continued with maintenance grading on 
identified roads to remove known hazards and improve surface conditions.  

Other projects  

June will see major works continuing on the Gol Gol Water Treatment Plant electrical and 
process upgrade, Wentworth and Dareton Sewer Upgrades and the Wentworth Aerodrome. 

Aerodrome Update  

The project is running to schedule with construction of drainage and electrical works 
underway and the runway stabilisation to commence mid-June.  

Safe and Secure Water Funding - Pooncarie Bores  

Final works continuing; including the completion of the Raw Water river supply change over 
works and system testing procedures.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachments 

1. Attachment 1 - Project and Works Update⇩  

2. Attachment 2 - Project and Works Photos⇩   
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10 NOTICES OF MOTIONS / QUESTIONS WITH NOTICE 

10.1 NOTICE OF MOTION FROM COUNCILLOR WHEELDON 

File Number: RPT/20/347   

 

Councillor Wheeldon has indicated his intention to move the following motion: 

 

Motion 

That council writes to state government representatives in the Agriculture and Planning 
portfolios requesting that all allotments in the Rural Zones identified within the maps of 
WLEP 2011previously categorised as prime horticultural land, but in reality have little or no 
horticultural benefit, with an area of less than 10 hectares be given the entitlement to build a 
dwelling thereon. 

 

Attachments 

1. Draft response from Health and Planning⇩   
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10.2 QUESTIONS WITH NOTICE 
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11 CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS – ADJOURNMENT INTO CLOSED 
SESSION 

Despite the right of members of the public to attend meetings of a council, the council 
may choose to close to the public, parts of the meeting that involve the discussion or 
receipt of certain matters as prescribed under section 10A(2) of the Local 
Government Act.  

With the exception of matters concerning particular individuals (other than councillors) 
(10A(2)(a)), matters involving the personal hardship of a resident or ratepayer 
(10A(2)(b)) or matters that would disclose a trade secret (10A(2)(d)(iii)), council must 
be satisfied that discussion of the matter in an open meeting would, on balance, be 
contrary to the public interest.   

The Act requires council to close the meting formonly so much of the discussion as is 
necessary to preserve the relevant confidentiality, privilege or security being 
protected. (section 10B(1)(a)) 

Section 10A(4) of the Act provides that a council may allow members of the public to 
make representations to or at a meeting, before any part of the meeting is closed to 
the public, as to whether that part of the meeting should be closed. 

Section 10B(4) of the Act stipulates that for the purpose of determining whether the 
discussion of a matter in an open meeting would be contrary to the public interest, it 
is irrelevant that:- 

(a)  a person may misinterpret or misunderstand the discussion, or 

(b)  the discussion of the matter may -  

(i)  cause embarrassment to the council or committee concerned, or to 
councillors or to employees of the council, or 

(ii)  cause a loss of confidence in the council or committee. 

 

Recommendation 

That Council adjourns into Closed Session and members of the press and public be 
excluded from the meeting of the Closed Session, and that access to the 
correspondence and reports relating to the items considered during the course of the 
Closed Session be withheld unless declassified by separate resolution. 

This action is taken in accordance with Section 10A(2) of the Local Government Act, 
1993 as the items listed come within the following provisions:-:12.1 Plant 
Replacement - Approval of Tenders for Replacement of plant 645 - Super 
Cab Tipping Body 4x2 Utility. (RPT/20/326) 

This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section 10A(2) of the 
Local Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for 
business relating to (c) information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial 
advantage on a person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) 
business.  On balance, the public interest in preserving the confidentiality of information 
about the tender outweighs the public interest in maintaining openness and 
transparency in council decision-making because disclosure of this information would 
reveal pricing and confidential information submitted via the tender process which if 
disclosed would prevent council from achieving its 'value for money' objectives. 

12.2 Wentworth Aerodrome Upgrade - Supply and Installation of the 
Aerodrome Lighting PT1920/06. (RPT/20/336) 

This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section 10A(2) of the 
Local Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for 
business relating to (c) information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial 
advantage on a person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) 
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business.  On balance, the public interest in preserving the confidentiality of information 
about the tender outweighs the public interest in maintaining openness and 
transparency in council decision-making because disclosure of this information would 
reveal pricing and confidential information submitted via the tender process which if 
disclosed would prevent council from achieving its 'value for money' objectives. 

12.3 Easement Acquisition for the Buronga Sewer Pump Station #1 and Hendy 
Road Sewer Stage 1 and 2 Upgrade Works. (RPT/20/340) 

This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section 10A(2) of the 
Local Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for 
business relating to (a) personnel matters concerning particular individuals (other than 
councillors) and (c) information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage 
on a person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) business.  
On balance, the public interest in preserving the confidentiality of information about the 
tender outweighs the public interest in maintaining openness and transparency in 
council decision-making because disclosure of this information would reveal pricing and 
confidential information submitted via the tender process which if disclosed would 
prevent council from achieving its 'value for money' objectives. 
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12 OPEN COUNCIL - REPORT FROM CLOSED COUNCIL 

The Mayor will invite the General Manager to report on the deliberations of council during the 
Closed Session. 

12.1 PLANT REPLACEMENT - APPROVAL OF TENDERS FOR REPLACEMENT OF 
PLANT 645 - SUPER CAB TIPPING BODY 4X2 UTILITY 

File Number: RPT/20/326 
 
Responsible Officer: Geoff Gunn - Director Roads and Engineering  
Responsible Division: Roads and Engineering  
Reporting Officer: Allan Eastmond - Manager Works  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.2 Plan for and develop the right assets and infrastructure    
 
 
 
   

12.2 WENTWORTH AERODROME UPGRADE - SUPPLY AND INSTALLATION OF THE 
AERODROME LIGHTING PT1920/06 

File Number: RPT/20/336 
 
Responsible Officer: Geoff Gunn - Director Roads and Engineering  
Responsible Division: Roads and Engineering  
Reporting Officer: Tarryn Kampman - Administration Officer  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.2 Plan for and develop the right assets and infrastructure      
 
 
 
 
 

12.3 EASEMENT ACQUISITION FOR THE BURONGA SEWER PUMP STATION #1 
AND HENDY ROAD SEWER STAGE 1 AND 2 UPGRADE WORKS 

File Number: RPT/20/340 
 
Responsible Officer: Geoff Gunn - Director Roads and Engineering  
Responsible Division: Roads and Engineering  
Reporting Officer: Rachael Withers - Project Administration Officer  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.1 Promote the efficient delivery of water supply, sewer and 

drainage services for the long term interests of future 
generations      
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13 CONCLUSION OF THE MEETING 

NEXT MEETING 

15 July 2020  
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