
 

 

 

WENTWORTH SHIRE COUNCIL 

Amendments have been made to the Local Government Act 1993 (the Act) allowing councils to 
meet remotely to assist them to manage the risk of transmission of the COVID-19 virus at their 
meetings and to ensure compliance with the Public Health Order. The amendments came into 
effect on 25 March 2020 and will operate for a period of six months, but may be extended to 12 
months by regulation if required. 

 

The amendment to the Act also provides that the requirement under section 10 for meetings to 
be open to members of the public is satisfied if a webcast of the meeting is made public. 
Accordingly this meeting will be livestreamed via council’s Facebook page. 

 

Notice is hereby given, in accordance with the provisions of the Local Government Act 
1993 that an ORDINARY MEETING of Wentworth Shire Council will be held in the VIA 
VIDEO CONFERENCE, commencing at 10.00AM. 

 
KEN ROSS 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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1 OPENING OF MEETING  

2 PRAYER OR ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

3 APOLOGIES AND APPLICATIONS FOR LEAVE OF ABSENCE   

4 DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 

 

ADJOURNMENT TO CONDUCT PUBLIC FORUM 

 

Recommendation 

That the Ordinary Meeting of Council be adjourned for the purpose of conducting a 
public forum, noting that on this occasion the video conference will be continued in 
order to comply with the requirements of the Local Government Act.  

 

RECONVENE ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

 

Recommendation 

That the Ordinary Meeting of Council be reconvened.  

 

5 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES  

Recommendation 

That the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held 22 April 2020 be confirmed as 
circulated. 
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1 OPENING OF MEETING 

The Mayor opened the meeting and invited the General Manager to read 
announcements in relation to the webcasting of this meeting.  

2 PRAYER OR ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

The Mayor opened the meeting with a prayer at 10.05am 
 
 
PRESENT: 

 
COUNCILLORS: Councillor Melisa Hederics (Mayor) 

Councillor Tim Elstone (Deputy Mayor) 
Councillor Greg Evans 
Councillor Steve Heywood  
Councillor Jane MacAllister 
Councillor Don McKinnon 
Councillor Susan Nichols 
Councillor Peter Nunan 
Councillor Bill Wheeldon OAM 

 
STAFF: Ken Ross (General Manager) 

Matthew Carlin (Director Health and Planning) 
Geoff Gunn (Director Roads and Engineering) 
Simon Rule (Director Finance and Policy) 
Paula Mastrippolito (Manager Organisational Support) 

 

3 APOLOGIES AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

 Nil  

4 DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS 

Cr MacAllister advised that she had a Pecuniary Interest in items 12.2 and 12.4 because her 
partner is an employee of one of the tenderers.  

The Mayor advised that she had a significant non-pecuniary interest in item 9.9 because a 
family member is the owner of a property listed in the Schedule of Determinations. 

The Mayor advised that she had a significant non-pecuniary interest in item 12.3 because a 
family member is employed by one of the tenderers.  

ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING FOR PUBLIC FORUM 

Glenis Beaumont has requested to address council in relation to item 9.2 – Proposal to 
Provide Medical Services to the Wentworth township.   

 

Council Resolution 

That the Ordinary Council meeting be adjourned for the purpose of conducting a Public 
Forum. 
 

Moved  Cr. Nunan    , Seconded Cr. Elstone  

CARRIED 
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The meeting was adjourned at 10.08am 

At 10.08 am Glenis Beaumont addressed the meeting in relation to item 9.2 - Proposal 
to Provide Medical Services to the Wentworth township.   

Presentation concluded at 10.12am 

RESUMPTION OF ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING 

 

Council Resolution 

That the Ordinary Council meeting be reconvened.  

Moved  Cr.Nunan, Seconded Cr. Elstone        

 
 

The Ordinary Council meeting was reconvened at 10.13am 

 

5 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

Recommendation 

That the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held 18 March 2020 be confirmed as 
circulated. 

Council Resolution 

That the Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held 18 March 2020 be confirmed as 
circulated. 

Moved  Cr. Nichols, Seconded Cr. Evans 

CARRIED 
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6 OUTSTANDING MATTERS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

6.1 OUTSTANDING ITEMS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS - SUMMARY REPORT 

File Number: RPT/20/194 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Paula Mastrippolito - Manager Organisational Support  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       

Summary 

This report summarizes items raised from previous Council meetings that remain 
outstanding.  Individual items that require detailed responses are reported separately.   

 
 

Officer Recommendation 

That Council notes the current list of outstanding items.   

Council Resolution 

That Council notes the current list of outstanding items.   

Moved  Cr. Nunan, Seconded Cr. Evans 

CARRIED 
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7 MAYORAL AND COUNCILLOR REPORTS 

7.1 MAYORAL REPORT 

File Number: RPT/20/184   
 
 

Recommendation 

That Council notes the information contained in the Mayoral report.  

Council Resolution 

That Council notes the information contained in the Mayoral report. 

Moved  Cr. Hederics, Seconded Cr. Elstone 

Carried. 
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8 REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES 

8.1 FORMAL REQUEST OF A REVIEW OF GOL GOL SPEED ZONE 

File Number: RPT/20/192 
 
Responsible Officer: Geoff Gunn - Director Roads and Engineering  
Responsible Division: Roads and Engineering  
Reporting Officer: Belinda Fitzgerald - Road Safety Officer  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.2 Plan for and develop the right assets and infrastructure       

Summary 

A meeting of the Local Traffic Committee was held on 13 February 2020 and the Committee 
has requested that the Reporting Officer seeks resolutions of Council on a review of speed 
zones at Gol Gol. 
 

Officer Recommendation 

That Council requests a formal speed zone review by Transport for NSW of a 1.2km section 
of the Sturt Highway south east of the Gol Gol township, between Wilga Road and beyond 
Native Ridge Road.  

Council Resolution 

That Council requests a formal speed zone review by Transport for NSW of a 1.2km section 
of the Sturt Highway south east of the Gol Gol township, between Wilga Road and beyond 
Native Ridge Road. 

Moved  Cr. Nichols, Seconded Cr. Heywood 

CARRIED 
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8.2 REPORT FROM THE CARRAMAR DRIVE SPORTING COMPLEX USER 
GROUP MEETING HELD TUESDAY 3 MARCH 2020 

File Number: RPT/20/168 
 
Responsible Officer: Geoff Gunn - Director Roads and Engineering  
Responsible Division: Roads and Engineering  
Reporting Officer: Barbara George - Administration Officer, Roads and 

Engineering  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.5 Encourage the self determination of individual townships 

and community groups       

Summary 

A meeting of the Carramar Drive Sporting Complex User Group was held on Tuesday 3 
March 2020 and the Minutes of the meeting are attached for the information of the 
Councillors. 

 

Recommendation 

That Council notes the minutes of the Carramar Drive Sporting Complex User Group held on 
Tuesday 3 March 2020. 

Council Resolution 

That Council notes the minutes of the Carramar Drive Sporting Complex User Group held on 
Tuesday 3 March 2020. 

Moved  Cr. Evans, Seconded Cr. Heywood 

CARRIED 
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9 REPORTS TO COUNCIL 

9.1 GENERAL MANAGER'S REPORT 

File Number: RPT/20/185 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Gayle Marsden - Executive Assistant  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       

Summary 

The General Manager’s report details information pertaining to meetings attended and 
general information which are of public interest, and which have not been reported elsewhere 
in this agenda.  Items of note in this report are: 

1. OLG Circulars 

 Details of OLG Circulars 20-07 to 20-11 

2. Meetings 

As listed 

3. Upcoming meetings or events 

As listed 

4. Other items of note 

 

 

Recommendation 

1) That Council notes the information contained within the report from the General 
Manager. 

2) That Council writes to the Minister for Local Government requesting that amendment 
be made to the Local Government (General) Regulations to prescribe Wentworth 
Shire Council as a council that is eligible to conduct elections exclusively by postal 
voting from the September 2021 ordinary election of councillors, and  

3) That Council, in accordance with section 310B(2) of the Local Government Act 1993,  
determines that voting at the September 2021ordinary election of councillors be 
conducted exclusively by means of postal voting.    

Council Resolution 

1)   That Council notes the information contained within the report from the General 
Manager. 

2) That Council writes to the Minister for Local Government requesting that amendment 
be made to the Local Government (General) Regulations to prescribe Wentworth 
Shire Council as a council that is eligible to conduct elections exclusively by postal 
voting from the September 2021 ordinary election of councillors, and  
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3) That Council, in accordance with section 310B(2) of the Local Government Act 1993,  
determines that voting at the September 2021ordinary election of councillors be 
conducted exclusively by means of postal voting.    

Moved  Cr. Elstone, Seconded Cr. Heywood 

CARRIED 
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9.2 PROPOSALS TO PROVIDE MEDICAL SERVICES TO WENTWORTH 
TOWNSHIP 

File Number: RPT/20/224 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
 
Objective: 2.0 Wentworth is a desirable Shire to visit, live, work and invest 
Strategy: 2.2 Enhance access to local health and aged care services    

Current References: Wentworth Doctors Proposal    

Summary 

The role of medical service provision is that of one shared between Federal and State 
Government. With Local Government being the closest link to our communities there is often 
a perceived concept that a Local Council should buy into the solution of medical services. 
This has been the case in recent times with Wentworth Shire Council previously entering into 
an agreement with Wentworth Family Doctors where financial support was provided on a 
service delivery model.  

In October last year the agreement was questioned on the capacity of the Wentworth Family 
Doctor to uphold the obligation to provide the Wentworth Clinic with one EFT General 
Practitioner for 5 days per week.  Subsequently the agreement was terminated and now the 
premises in Darling Street Wentworth is vacant, but partly furnished for the running of a 
medical practice. 

Wentworth District Community Medical Centre Inc. (WDCMC Inc.) and Coomealla Health 
Aboriginal Corporation (CHAC) have both now provided Council with proposals to establish 
medical services within the township of Wentworth.   

Whilst a level of detail is provided in this report, there are some aspects of the proposals 
which will require consideration in closed council.   
 

Recommendation 

That Council notes that proposals have been received from Wentworth District Community 
Medical Centre Inc. (WDCMC Inc.) and Coomealla Health Aboriginal Corporation (CHAC)  
for the provision of medical services in the Wentworth township and that the confidential 
aspects of the proposal be considered in the closed session.   

Council Resolution 

That Council notes that proposals have been received from Wentworth District Community 
Medical Centre Inc. (WDCMC Inc.) and Coomealla Health Aboriginal Corporation (CHAC)  
for the provision of medical services in the Wentworth township and that the confidential 
aspects of the proposal be considered in the closed session.   

Moved  Cr. Elstone, Seconded Cr. MacAllister 

CARRIED 
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9.3 2020 FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT AUSTRALIA NATIONAL CONFERENCE 

File Number: RPT/20/214 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Gayle Marsden - Executive Assistant  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.3 Prepare for natural disasters, biosecurity risks and climate 

change       
 

Summary 

The 2020 Floodplain Management Australia National Conference is being held from 20 May 
to 21 May 2020 with online delivery. 

The theme of the conference is “A Flood Resilient Australia: Transforming vision into action” 

 
 

 

Recommendation 

That Council notes the report and determines whether to nominate a delegate(s) to attend 
the 2020 Floodplain Management Australia National Conference being held from 20 May to 
21 May 2020 online.  

Council Resolution 

That Council notes the report and nominates 6 delegates to attend the 2020 Floodplain 
Management Australia National Conference being held from 20 May to 21 May 2020 online 

Moved  Cr. MacAllister, Seconded Cr. Nichols 

CARRIED 
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9.4 CRITICAL WATER ADVISORY PANEL DELEGATES 

File Number: RPT/20/200 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Gayle Marsden - Executive Assistant  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.5 Recognise the importance of a healthy Murray-Darling River 

system       

Summary 

At the Ordinary Meeting of Council 20 November 2019, a resolution was carried nominating 
Councillor Nichols, MacAllister and the Director Roads and Engineering as the preferred 
delegates to represent the Wentworth Shire Council on the Barwon-Darling/Lower Darling 
Critical Water Advisory Panel.  

Cr Nichols formally advised Council on 6 April 2020 that she would like to relinquish her 
position on this panel, and Council is therefore asked to consider nominating a replacement 
delegate. 

 

Recommendation 

That Council considers nominating a replacement delegate for the Critical Water Advisory 
Panel.  

Council Resolution 

That Council nominates Councillor Elstone as the replacement delegate for Cr Nichols on the 
Critical Water Advisory Panel. 

Moved  Cr. Heywood, Seconded Cr. Evans 

CARRIED 
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9.5 STATE GOVERNMENT FUNDING FOR NSW PUBLIC LIBRARIES 

File Number: RPT/20/187 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Emma Holgate - Team Leader, Library Services  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.6 Collaborate with others to achieve desired outcomes for the 

local community       

Summary 

The NSW Public Libraries Association has requested the support of NSW councils in its 
advocacy to State Government to develop a sustainable funding model for NSW libraries. 

 

Recommendation 

1. That Council makes representation to the local State Member, Helen Dalton (MP), in 
relation to the need for a sustainable state funding model for the ongoing provision of 
public library services. 

2. That Council writes to the Premier and the Hon. Walt Secord, Shadow Minister for the 
Arts, calling for bi-partisan support for Consumer Price Index (CPI) indexation of state 
funding for NSW public libraries, as well as legislation of all elements of the 2019-20 to 
2022-23 NSW state funding model. 

3. That Council takes a leading role in lobbying for sustainable state government funding 
for libraries. 

4. That Council endorses the distribution of the NSW Public Libraries Association NSW 
library sustainable funding advocacy information in Council libraries, as well as 
involvement in any actions proposed by the Association.  

Council Resolution 

1. That Council makes representation to the local State Member, Helen Dalton (MP), in 
relation to the need for a sustainable state funding model for the ongoing provision of 
public library services. 

2. That Council writes to the Premier and the Hon. Walt Secord, Shadow Minister for the 
Arts, calling for bi-partisan support for Consumer Price Index (CPI) indexation of state 
funding for NSW public libraries, as well as legislation of all elements of the 2019-20 to 
2022-23 NSW state funding model. 

3. That Council takes a leading role in lobbying for sustainable state government funding 
for libraries. 

4. That Council endorses the distribution of the NSW Public Libraries Association NSW 
library sustainable funding advocacy information in Council libraries, as well as 
involvement in any actions proposed by the Association. 

Moved  Cr. MacAllister, Seconded Cr. Heywood 

CARRIED 
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9.6 MONTHLY FINANCE REPORT  

File Number: RPT/20/193 
 
Responsible Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
Responsible Division: Finance and Policy  
Reporting Officer: Vanessa Lock - Finance Officer  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       
 

Summary 

Rates and Charges collections for the month of March 2020 were $725,992.12.  After 
allowing for pensioner subsidies, the total levies collected are now 73.34%.  For comparison 
purposes 74.83% of the levy had been collected at the end of March 2019.  Council currently 
has $27,439,054.96 in cash and investments. 
 

 

Recommendation 

That Council notes the monthly finance report.  

Council Resolution 

That Council notes the monthly finance report. 

Moved  Cr. Nichols, Seconded Cr. Nunan 

CARRIED 
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9.7 MONTHLY INVESTMENT REPORT 

File Number: RPT/20/198 
 
Responsible Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
Responsible Division: Finance and Policy  
Reporting Officer: Hodi Beauliv - Manager Finance  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       
 

Summary 

As at 31 March 2020 Council had $25,000,000.00 invested in term deposits.  Council 
received $63,389.87 from its investments for the month of March 2020. 

In March 2020 Council investments averaged a rate of return of 1.58% and it currently has 
$8,466,832.09 of internal restrictions and $15,958,611.36 of external restrictions. 
 

 

Recommendation 

That Council notes the monthly investment report.  

Council Resolution 

That Council notes the monthly investment report. 

Moved  Cr. MacAllister, Seconded Cr. Elstone 

CARRIED 
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9.8 MANAGING FINANCIAL HARDSHIP FROM COVID-19 

File Number: RPT/20/174 
 
Responsible Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
Responsible Division: Finance and Policy  
Reporting Officer: Vanessa Lock - Finance Officer 

Hodi Beauliv - Manager Finance  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       

Summary 

For Council to consider options for providing relief for ratepayers, businesses and 
organisations experiencing hardship due to the current COVID-19 coronavirus pandemic. 

 

Recommendation 

That Council approve the following measures to provide relief for ratepayers, businesses 
and organisations suffering hardship as a result of the current COVID-19 coronavirus 
pandemic (COVID-19): 

1) That under Section 5.3 of Council’s Hardship policy, Council recognises COVID-19   
as exceptional circumstances, allowing delegated Council Officers to enter into 
payment agreements with ratepayers for the payment of rates and charges due, 
including writing-off or reducing interest if the person complies with the agreement 
(Section 564 of the Local Government Act 1993) 

2) The Council approves the modification of debt recovery procedures under Council’s 
Debt Recovery Policy, as outlined below for the next 3 months:  

a. not commence any new legal actions to recover unpaid debts 

b. not action any notices of demand that have already been issued 

c. continue to progress any claims already active in the court system until a 
judgement is completed 

3) Note that Council has been required to cancel and refund hire fees and user charges 
for a range of Council’s facilities as a result of the lock down measures in place as a 
result of COVID-19 

Council Resolution 

That Council approves the following measures to provide relief for ratepayers, businesses 
and organisations suffering hardship as a result of the current COVID-19 coronavirus 
pandemic (COVID-19): 

1) That under Section 5.3 of Council’s Hardship policy, Council recognises COVID-19   
as exceptional circumstances, allowing delegated Council Officers to enter into 
payment agreements with ratepayers for the payment of rates and charges due, 
including writing-off or reducing interest if the person complies with the agreement 
(Section 564 of the Local Government Act 1993) 
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2) The Council approves the modification of debt recovery procedures under Council’s 
Debt Recovery Policy, as outlined below for the next 3 months:  

a. not commence any new legal actions to recover unpaid debts 

b. not action any notices of demand that have already been issued from the start of 
April 2020 

c. continue to progress any claims already active in the court system until a judgement 
is completed 

3) Note that Council has been required to cancel and refund hire fees and user 
charges for a range of Council’s facilities as a result of the lock down measures in 
place as a result of COVID-19 

Moved  Cr. MacAllister, Seconded Cr. Nichols 

CARRIED 

Cr Nichols requested that the Debt Recovery policy be brought back to council for review. 
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9.9 DELEGATED AUTHORITY APPROVALS AS AT END OF MARCH 2020 

File Number: RPT/20/212 
 
Responsible Officer: Matthew Carlin - Director Health and Planning  
Responsible Division: Health and Planning  
Reporting Officer: Nicky Meredith - Coordinator Health and Planning  
 
Objective: 1.0 Wentworth is a vibrant, growing and thriving Shire 
Strategy: 1.1 Grow the potential for business and industry to develop and 

expand       
 
At 10:49 am Mayor Hederics left the meeting as she had declared a pecuniary interest in this 
item, and Councillor Elstone assumed the Chair. 

Summary 

For the month of March 2020, a total of 21 Development Applications and five S4.55 
Modification Applications were determined under delegated authority by the Director Health 
and Planning.     

The estimated value of the determined developments was $2,825,301.00.  This brings the 
year to date total to 33 Development Applications approved and 11 S4.55 Applications 
approved, with an estimated development value of $5,163,493.00. 
 

 

Recommendation 

a) That Council receives and notes the report for the month of March 2020. 

b) That Council publicly notifies, for the purposes of Schedule 1 Division 4 Section 20 (2) of 
the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979, the applications as listed in the 
attachment on the Wentworth Shire Council website. 

c) That a division be called in accordance with S375A of the Local Government Act 1993 
(NSW).  

Council Resolution 

a) That Council receives and notes the report for the month of March 2020. 

b) That Council publicly notifies, for the purposes of Schedule 1 Division 4 Section 20 (2) of 
the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979, the applications as listed in the 
attachment on the Wentworth Shire Council website. 

c) That a division be called in accordance with S375A of the Local Government Act 1993 
(NSW). 

Moved  Cr. Evans, Seconded Cr. MacAllister 

CARRIED 

 In accordance with Section 375A of the Local Government Act the Mayor called for a 
division. 

For the Motion : Clr.s Elstone, Evans, Heywood, MacAllister, McKinnon, 
Nichols, Nunan and Wheeldon. 

Against the Motion:  Nil. 

 

At 10:52 am Mayor Hederics returned to Council Chambers and resumed the chair 
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9.10 A52 NOB ROAD CLOSURE & REALIGNMENT (OPENING) 

File Number: RPT/20/176 
 
Responsible Officer: Matthew Carlin - Director Health and Planning  
Responsible Division: Health and Planning  
Reporting Officer: Hilary Dye - Property and Land Tenure Officer  
 
Objective: 1.0 Wentworth is a vibrant, growing and thriving Shire 
Strategy: 1.1 Grow the potential for business and industry to develop and 

expand       

Summary 

Council has been approached by Tronox Holdings to close a section of Nob Road Pooncarie 
so they can extend their mining operation at Snapper Mines, Pooncarie.  

The proposal consists closing off a section of the existing Nob Road, with a new realignment 
to the west and a new intersection into Roo Roo Road as shown in the plan attached (1). 

 

Recommendation 

That Council supports the proposal by Tronox Holdings to close a section of Nob Road and 
realign with a new opening to the west of the existing road and creating a new intersection 
into Roo Roo Road, and undertakes the necessary steps outlined in the report in order to 
comply with the requirements of the Roads Act 1993.  

Council Resolution 

That Council supports the proposal by Tronox Holdings to close a section of Nob Road and 
realign with a new opening to the west of the existing road and creating a new intersection 
into Roo Roo Road, and undertakes the necessary steps outlined in the report in order to 
comply with the requirements of the Roads Act 1993. 

Moved  Cr. Heywood, Seconded Cr. Evans 

CARRIED 
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9.11 WENTWORTH LOCAL ENVIRONMENTAL PLAN 2011 - PLANNING 
PROPOSAL FOR RECREATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE ZONES IN 
WENTWORTH 

File Number: RPT/20/201 
 
Responsible Officer: Matthew Carlin - Director Health and Planning  
Responsible Division: Health and Planning  
Reporting Officer: Michele Bos - Strategic Development Officer  
 
Objective: 2.0 Wentworth is a desirable Shire to visit, live, work and invest 
Strategy: 2.5 Maintain/create desirable open spaces and recreation 

facilities       

Summary 

Wentworth Shire Council resolved to submit a Planning Proposal to the Department of 
Planning, Infrastructure and Environment for consideration of a Gateway Determination, at its 
Ordinary Meeting 16 October 2019. 

A Gateway Determination to proceed was received from the Department of Planning, 
Infrastructure and Environment dated 28 November 2019. The Gateway to proceed was 
subject to conditions, all of which have been satisfied.  

This report seeks Council’s endorsement to refer the Planning Proposal to the Department of 
Planning, Infrastructure and Environment requesting that a draft LEP be prepared, 
Parliamentary Counsel Opinion be sought and plan be made, to allow for finalisation and 
notification of the amendment on the legislative website. 

Recommendation 

a) That Council submits the Planning Proposal to amend the Wentworth Local 
Environmental Plan 2011, by rezoning the subject sites to RE1 Public Recreation, 
RE2 Private Recreation and SP2 Infrastructure zones to the Minister for Planning and 
Public Spaces requesting that, as Council does not have plan making delegations, a 
draft LEP be prepared and Parliamentary Counsel Opinion be sought and authority is 
given to the Department of Planning, Industry and Environment to make the plan, in 
accordance with Section 3.36 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 
1979. 

b) That a division be called in accordance with S375A of the Local Government Act 
1993 (NSW).  

Council Resolution 

a) That Council submits the Planning Proposal to amend the Wentworth Local 
Environmental Plan 2011, by rezoning the subject sites to RE1 Public Recreation, 
RE2 Private Recreation and SP2 Infrastructure zones to the Minister for Planning and 
Public Spaces requesting that, as Council does not have plan making delegations, a 
draft LEP be prepared and Parliamentary Counsel Opinion be sought and authority is 
given to the Department of Planning, Industry and Environment to make the plan, in 
accordance with Section 3.36 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 
1979. 

b) That a division be called in accordance with S375A of the Local Government Act 
1993 (NSW). 

Moved  Cr. Nichols, Seconded Cr. Elstone 
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CARRIED 

  

In accordance with Section 375A of the Local Government Act the Mayor called for a 
division. 

For the Motion : Clr.s Elstone, Evans, Hederics, Heywood, MacAllister, 
McKinnon, Nichols, Wheeldon, and Nunan. 

Against the Motion:  Nil. 
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9.12 DRAFT BURONGA GOL GOL STRUCTURE PLAN 2020 

File Number: RPT/20/177 
 
Responsible Officer: Matthew Carlin - Director Health and Planning  
Responsible Division: Health and Planning  
Reporting Officer: Paul Amoateng - Development Services Officer  
 
Objective: 1.0 Wentworth is a vibrant, growing and thriving Shire 
Strategy: 1.2 Encourage and support population growth and resident 

attraction       

Summary 

Council’s Health and Planning Division has prepared a draft structure plan for the townships 
of Buronga and Gol Gol (Buronga Gol Gol). 

The draft Buronga Gol Gol Structure Plan (BGGSP) provides strategic land use framework to 
facilitate quality and sustainable urban development in the Buronga Gol Gol area by setting 
out what, when, where and how land use and infrastructure development should occur.  

 
 

Recommendation 

That Council endorses the draft Buronga Gol Gol Structure Plan for community consultation 
for a period of 28 days in accordance with Council’s Community Participation Plan.  

Council Resolution 

That Council endorses the draft Buronga Gol Gol Structure Plan for community consultation 
for a period of 28 days in accordance with Council’s Community Participation Plan. 

Moved  Cr. MacAllister, Seconded Cr. Heywood 

CARRIED 
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9.13 WORKS REPORT UPDATE - MARCH 2020 

File Number: RPT/20/195 
 
Responsible Officer: Geoff Gunn - Director Roads and Engineering  
Responsible Division: Roads and Engineering  
Reporting Officer: Allan Eastmond - Manager Works  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.2 Plan for and develop the right assets and infrastructure       

Summary 

This report provides a summary of the major works undertaken by the Roads and 
Engineering Division which have been completed during the month of March 2020 and the 
planned works for April 2020. 

 

Recommendation 

That Council notes the major works undertaken for March 2020 and the proposed works for 
April 2020.  

Council Resolution 

That Council notes the major works undertaken for March 2020 and the proposed works for 
April 2020. 

Moved  Cr. Heywood, Seconded Cr. Evans 

CARRIED 
   



ORDINARY MEETING MINUTES 22 APRIL 2020 

Page 28 

 

10 NOTICES OF MOTIONS / QUESTIONS WITH NOTICE 

 

10.1 DARETON TOWN PLAN 

 Cr Peter Nunan asked about the progress with the Dareton Town Plan 

 The Director Roads and Engineering advised that no further work had been 
undertaken. 

 

10.2 DARETON MAIN STREET LIGHTS 

 Cr Don McKinnon asked why there are still no lights in the main street of Dareton. 

 

10.3 RECOMPENSE FOR LAND USE 

 Cr Bill Wheeldon asked about the transmission line that is going to go through the 
Wentworth Shire, and whether council would be recompensed for the use of its land.   

 

10.4 POWER UPGRADES AT THE WENTWORTH CARAVAN PARK 

 Cr Steve Heywood asked about the progress with the power upgrades and the 
Wentworth Caravan Park and why there continues to be delays. 

 The Director Finance and Policy advised the Essential Energy has signed  off on the 
scope of works and an indicative cost has been provided and that we are now waiting 
for Essential Energy to sign off on the detailed design. 

 

10.5 BURONGA WETLANDS 

 Cr Susan Nichols asked whether a solid base could be put under the water tap  at the 
Buronga Wetlands so that trucks filling with water do no damage the ground 
underneath. 

 

10.6 TOUR OF THE SHIRE 

 Cr Susan Nichols requested that a tour of the projects undertaken be arranged for 
councillors once the COVID 19 restrictions are lifted so that all councillors can see the 
progress with works around the shire. 

 

10.7 PROGRESS WITH THE MURRAY STREET DEVELOPMENT 

 Cr Susan Nichols asked about the progress with the Murray Street Development 

 The General Manager advised that contracts are due to be signed shortly to allow the 
ownership and occupancy of the site to be transferred to the developer.  Drainage and 
stormwater works at the site are being addressed.    
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11 CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS – ADJOURNMENT INTO 
CLOSED SESSION 

 

Recommendation 

That Council adjourns into Closed Session and members of the press and public be 
excluded from the meeting of the Closed Session, and that access to the 
correspondence and reports relating to the items considered during the course of the 
Closed Session be withheld unless declassified by separate resolution. 

This action is taken in accordance with Section 10A(2) of the Local Government Act, 
1993 as the items listed come within the following provisions:-: 

12.1 Farm Stay Accommodation 83 Williams Road Curlwaa. (RPT/20/202) 

This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section 10A(2) of the 
Local Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for 
business relating to (e) information that would, if disclosed, prejudice the maintenance 
of law. On balance, the public interest in preserving the confidentiality of information 
about the item outweighs the public interest in maintaining openness and transparency 
in council decision-making. 

12.2 Plant Replacement - Approval of Tenders for Placement of Plan 517 - 
7500KG Flat Bed Truck. (RPT/20/190) 

This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section 10A(2) of the 
Local Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for 
business relating to (c) information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial 
advantage on a person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) 
business.  On balance, the public interest in preserving the confidentiality of information 
about the tender outweighs the public interest in maintaining openness and 
transparency in council decision-making because disclosure of this information would 
reveal pricing and confidential information submitted via the tender process which if 
disclosed would prevent council from achieving its 'value for money' objectives. 

12.3 Plant Replacement - Approval of Tenders for Replacement of Plant 67 - 4 
to 5 Tonne Rubber Traction Mini Excavator. (RPT/20/191) 

This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section 10A(2) of the 
Local Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for 
business relating to (c) information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial 
advantage on a person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) 
business.  On balance, the public interest in preserving the confidentiality of information 
about the tender outweighs the public interest in maintaining openness and 
transparency in council decision-making because disclosure of this information would 
reveal pricing and confidential information submitted via the tender process which if 
disclosed would prevent council from achieving its 'value for money' objectives. 

12.4 Plant Replacement - Approval of Tenders for Replacement of Plant 527 - 
Single Axle Tip Truck. (RPT/20/196) 

This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section 10A(2) of the 
Local Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for 
business relating to (c) information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial 
advantage on a person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) 
business.  On balance, the public interest in preserving the confidentiality of information 
about the tender outweighs the public interest in maintaining openness and 
transparency in council decision-making because disclosure of this information would 
reveal pricing and confidential information submitted via the tender process which if 
disclosed would prevent council from achieving its 'value for money' objectives. 

12.5 Plant Replacement - Approval of Tenders for Replacement of Plant 309 - 
4x4 Long Wheel Single Cab Utility. (RPT/20/197) 

This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section 10A(2) of the 
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Local Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for 
business relating to (c) information that would, if disclosed, confer a commercial 
advantage on a person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes to conduct) 
business.  On balance, the public interest in preserving the confidentiality of information 
about the tender outweighs the public interest in maintaining openness and 
transparency in council decision-making because disclosure of this information would 
reveal pricing and confidential information submitted via the tender process which if 
disclosed would prevent council from achieving its 'value for money' objectives. 

12.6 Wentworth Doctors Proposal. (RPT/20/216) 

This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section 10A(2) of the 
Local Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for 
business relating to (d) (i) commercial information of a confidential nature that would, if 
disclosed prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied it.  On balance, 
the public interest in preserving the confidentiality of information about the item 
outweighs the public interest in maintaining openness and transparency in council 
decision-making. 

Move into Closed Session 

That Council adjourns into a closed session, that the recording of the meeting be 
paused, that members of the press and public be excluded from the meeting of the 
closed session, and that access to the correspondence and reports relating to the 
items considered during the course of the closed session be with-held unless 
declassified by separate resolution.  

Moved  Cr. Nichols, Seconded Cr. Heywood 

 

 The meeting was adjourned into the closed session at 11.30am 

  The meeting was reconvened into open session at 12.28pm  
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12 OPEN COUNCIL - REPORT FROM CLOSED COUNCIL 

 

At the Mayor’s request the General Manager reported on the following items from the Closed 
session of Council. 

12.1 FARM STAY ACCOMODATION 83 WILLIAMS ROAD CURLWAA 

File Number: RPT/20/202 
 
Responsible Officer: Matthew Carlin - Director Health and Planning  
Responsible Division: Health and Planning  
Reporting Officer: Matthew Carlin - Director Health and Planning  
 
Objective: 1.0 Wentworth is a vibrant, growing and thriving Shire 
Strategy: 1.1 Grow the potential for business and industry to develop and 

expand      
 
Council resolved to note a confidential update in relation to the property. 
 

12.2 PLANT REPLACEMENT - APPROVAL OF TENDERS FOR PLACEMENT OF PLAN 
517 - 7500KG FLAT BED TRUCK 

File Number: RPT/20/190 
 
Responsible Officer: Geoff Gunn - Director Roads and Engineering  
Responsible Division: Roads and Engineering  
Reporting Officer: Allan Eastmond - Manager Works  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.2 Plan for and develop the right assets and infrastructure     
 
 
Council resolved to accept the tender from Mildura Truck Centre for the supply of one Isuzu 
NPR 75-190 for the sum of $130,142.10 inc GST, and accept the trade price of $9,000.00 inc 
GST for the Council owned 2006 Isuzu NPR 300, plant item 517 with a changeover price of 
$121,142.10 inc GST 
 

12.3 PLANT REPLACEMENT - APPROVAL OF TENDERS FOR REPLACEMENT OF 
PLANT 67 - 4 TO 5 TONNE RUBBER TRACTION MINI EXCAVATOR 

File Number: RPT/20/191 
 
Responsible Officer: Geoff Gunn - Director Roads and Engineering  
Responsible Division: Roads and Engineering  
Reporting Officer: Allan Eastmond - Manager Works  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.2 Plan for and develop the right assets and infrastructure      
 
 
 
Council resolved to   accepts the tender from Tutt Bryant for the supply of one Yanmar 
Vi050-6BC Excavator for the sum of $106,700.00 inc GST, and accept the trade price of 
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$22,000.00 inc GST for the Council owned 2007 Caterpillar 304 CCR Mini Excavator, plant 
item 67 with a changeover price of $84,700.00 inc GST. 
 
 

12.4 PLANT REPLACEMENT - APPROVAL OF TENDERS FOR REPLACEMENT OF 
PLANT 527 - SINGLE AXLE TIP TRUCK 

File Number: RPT/20/196 
 
Responsible Officer: Geoff Gunn - Director Roads and Engineering  
Responsible Division: Roads and Engineering  
Reporting Officer: Allan Eastmond - Manager Works  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.2 Plan for and develop the right assets and infrastructure      
 

 

Council resolved to accept the tender option 2 from Johnson’s Trucks for the supply of one 
Hino FG 1628 Medium for the sum of $153,500.00 inc GST & accept the trade offer of 
$22,000 inc GST from Mildura Truck Centre for Council owned Isuzu registration BR44WN. 

 

2.5 PLANT REPLACEMENT - APPROVAL OF TENDERS FOR REPLACEMENT OF 
PLANT 309 - 4X4 LONG WHEEL SINGLE CAB UTILITY  

File Number: RPT/20/197 
 
Responsible Officer: Geoff Gunn - Director Roads and Engineering  
Responsible Division: Roads and Engineering  
Reporting Officer: Allan Eastmond - Manager Works  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.2 Plan for and develop the right assets and infrastructure      
 
 

Council resolved to accept  the tender from Pioneer Ford for the supply of one Ford PX3 
Ranger Single cab/Chassis for the sum of $57,883.00 incl. GST, and accept the trade price 
of $30,000.00 incl. GST for the Council owned Toyota Work Mate, plant item 309 with a 
changeover price of $27,883.00 incl. GST. 
 

12.6 WENTWORTH DOCTORS PROPOSAL 

File Number: RPT/20/216 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
 
Objective: 2.0 Wentworth is a desirable Shire to visit, live, work and invest 
Strategy: 2.2 Enhance access to local health and aged care services    

Current References: Proposals to provide medical services to Wentworth township   
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1) Council resolved to advise the  Wentworth District Community Medical Centre Inc.  

a. that Council is supportive of the intentions of the group; 

b. that the register of interest in the nominated building infrastructure is acknowledged;  

c. that at this point in time Council is not in a position to provide a building for their 
nominated purpose without the input of other Health agencies in relation to the 
Sustainable Wentworth Health Precinct infrastructure 

d. that as the Wentworth Health Precinct planning progresses that they are invited to be 
involved as an interested party 

and  

2) Council further resolved to advise Coomealla Health Aboriginal Corporation 

a. that Council is supportive of the Wentworth Medical Clinic Business Plan; 

b. that Council procure equipment for the establishment of the Wentworth Medical Clinic 
to the value of $37,500 from this financial year’s budget when the clinic has confirmed 
an opening date; 

c. that Council allocate $37,500 per annum for the next three years to assist in the 
operational expenditure for the running of the Wentworth Medical Clinic. 

 

13 CONCLUSION OF THE MEETING  

The Mayor declared the meeting closed at 12.33pm 

NEXT MEETING  

 13 May 2020  
 
 
 

 
…………………………… 
CHAIR  
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6 OUTSTANDING MATTERS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS 

6.1 OUTSTANDING ITEMS - SUMMARY LIST  

File Number: RPT/20/310 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Paula Mastrippolito - Manager Organisational Support  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       

Summary 

The Outstanding Actions report provides details of activities raised at previous Council 
meetings that remain outstanding.  

 

Officer Recommendation 

That Council notes the list of outstanding action items. 

 

Additional Information 

Nil 

 

Attachments 

1. Outstanding items list⇩    
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7 MAYORAL AND COUNCILLOR REPORTS 

7.1 MAYORAL REPORT 

File Number: RPT/20/228   
 

Summary 

The purpose of this report is to advise Council of meetings, conferences and appointments 
undertaken by the Mayor for the period 11 April 2020 – 01 May 2020. 
 

Recommendation 

That Council notes the information contained in the Mayoral report. 
 

Report 

The following table lists the meetings attended by the Mayor for the period (11 April 2020 – 
01 May 2020) 

 

Date Meeting Location 

14 Apr 2020 Mayoral Meeting Buronga 

20 Apr 2020 Mayoral Meeting Buronga 

22 Apr 2020 Council Meeting  Video Conference 

28 Apr 2020 Internal Audit & Risk Committee Video Conference 

28 Apr 2020 Mayoral Meeting Wentworth 

 

 
 

Attachments 

Nil   
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8 REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES 

8.1 MURRAY DARLING ASSOCIATION (MDA) DELEGATES REPORT APRIL 2020 

File Number: RPT/20/249 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Gayle Marsden - Executive Assistant  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.5 Recognise the importance of a healthy Murray-Darling River 

system       

Summary 

At the 20 April 2020 Murray Darling Association (MDA) Board meeting it was resolved that a 
monthly Delegate’s Report be forwarded to all member Councils & delegates.  

The item of note from the most recent meeting (board meeting 396) report is that Wentworth 
Shire Council has been awarded the Region 4 hosting rights for the 2021 National 
Conference, the date of which is yet to be determined.   

There is also a call for motions for the Murray Darling Association AGM. 

Recommendation 

1. That Council notes the Delegate’s Report for April 2020 from the Murray Darling 
Association, and notes that Wentworth Shire will be hosting the 2021 National 
Conference.   

2. That Council formalises motions for submission to the Murray Darling Association 
AGM. 

Detailed Report 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with a summary of the activities for April 
2020, and to call for motions for the AGM, of the Murray Darling Association of which Council 
is member. 

Background 

The Murray Darling Association (MDA) is Australia’s peak body representing local 
government across the Murray-Darling Basin. Wentworth Shire Council is part of MDA 
Region 4 and Cr MacAllister is the Chair of Region 4. 

Report Detail 

The attached report gives detail of the activities of the MDA for April 2020. The MDA has also 
called for motions for the AGM to be held 24 July 2020. It is requested motions be received 
by 9 June 2020. 

Attachments 

1. MDA Delegate's Report April 2020⇩    
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8.2 INTERNAL AUDIT AND RISK MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

File Number: RPT/20/268 
 
Responsible Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
Responsible Division: Finance and Policy  
Reporting Officer: Paula Mastrippolito - Manager Organisational Support  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       

Summary 

A meeting of the Internal Audit and Risk Management Committee was held on 28 April 2020 
and the Minutes of the meeting are attached to this report for the information of Councillors. 

The Committee has requested that the Reporting Officer seeks resolutions of Council on the 
adoption of the Quarterly Budget Review Statement.  If approved, the net result of variances 
for the March 2020 quarter is an unfavorable operational variance of $250,000 and a 
favorable capital variance of $1,050,000.  A total favorable variance of $800,000. 

 

Officer Recommendation 

That Council approves the variations to the 2019/20 Operational Plan adopted at the council 
meeting on 26 June 2019. 

Additional Information 

The report and attachments presented to the Committee are attached to this report.   

 

Attachments 

1. QBRS Report and attachments⇩   

2. Minutes of meeting held 28 April 2020⇩    



Item 8.2 - Attachment 1 QBRS Report and attachments 
 

Page 73 

 
  



Item 8.2 - Attachment 1 QBRS Report and attachments 
 

Page 74 

 
  



Item 8.2 - Attachment 1 QBRS Report and attachments 
 

Page 75 

 
  



Item 8.2 - Attachment 1 QBRS Report and attachments 
 

Page 76 

 
  



Item 8.2 - Attachment 1 QBRS Report and attachments 
 

Page 77 

 
  



Item 8.2 - Attachment 1 QBRS Report and attachments 
 

Page 78 

 
  



Item 8.2 - Attachment 1 QBRS Report and attachments 
 

Page 79 

 
  



Item 8.2 - Attachment 1 QBRS Report and attachments 
 

Page 80 

 
  



Item 8.2 - Attachment 1 QBRS Report and attachments 
 

Page 81 

 
  



Item 8.2 - Attachment 1 QBRS Report and attachments 
 

Page 82 

 
  



Item 8.2 - Attachment 1 QBRS Report and attachments 
 

Page 83 

 
  



Item 8.2 - Attachment 1 QBRS Report and attachments 
 

Page 84 

 
  



Item 8.2 - Attachment 1 QBRS Report and attachments 
 

Page 85 

 
  



Item 8.2 - Attachment 1 QBRS Report and attachments 
 

Page 86 

 
  



Item 8.2 - Attachment 1 QBRS Report and attachments 
 

Page 87 

 



Item 8.2 - Attachment 2 Minutes of meeting held 28 April 2020 
 

Page 88 

 
  



Item 8.2 - Attachment 2 Minutes of meeting held 28 April 2020 
 

Page 89 

 
  



Item 8.2 - Attachment 2 Minutes of meeting held 28 April 2020 
 

Page 90 

 
  



Item 8.2 - Attachment 2 Minutes of meeting held 28 April 2020 
 

Page 91 

 
  



Item 8.2 - Attachment 2 Minutes of meeting held 28 April 2020 
 

Page 92 

 
  



Item 8.2 - Attachment 2 Minutes of meeting held 28 April 2020 
 

Page 93 

 
  



Item 8.2 - Attachment 2 Minutes of meeting held 28 April 2020 
 

Page 94 

 
  



Item 8.2 - Attachment 2 Minutes of meeting held 28 April 2020 
 

Page 95 

 
  



Item 8.2 - Attachment 2 Minutes of meeting held 28 April 2020 
 

Page 96 

 
  



Item 8.2 - Attachment 2 Minutes of meeting held 28 April 2020 
 

Page 97 

 

  



Ordinary Meeting AGENDA 13 May 2020 

Page 98 

9 REPORTS TO COUNCIL 

9.1 GENERAL MANAGER'S REPORT 

File Number: RPT/20/227 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Gayle Marsden - Executive Assistant  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       

Summary 

The General Manager’s report details information pertaining to meetings attended and 
general information which are of public interest, and which have not been reported elsewhere 
in this agenda.  Items of note in this report are: 

1. OLG Circulars 

 Details of OLG Circulars 20-12 to 20-15 

2. Meetings 

As listed 

3. Upcoming meetings or events 

As listed 

4. Other items of note 

 

Recommendation 

That Council notes the information contained within the report from the General Manager. 

Detailed Report 

1. OLG Circulars 

1.1 OLG Circular 20-12 (attached) 
 Regulations have been made under section 747B of the Local Government Act 

1993 to temporarily modify the application of the Act in response to the COVID-19 

pandemic. The regulations made under section 747B modify the Act as follows: 
 Councils have been provided with a one-month extension: 

 to adopt their 2020-21 Operational Plan (including Revenue Policy, Statement 
of Fees and Charges and annual budget) before 31 July 2020; 

 to submit audited financial reports by 30 November 2020; and 
 for the preparation and publishing of annual reports by 31 December 2020. 

 Councils have the option to delay issuing rates notices to ratepayers until 
1 September 2020, and the collection of the first quarter rates instalment until 30 
September 2020. 

 Councils may immediately waive or reduce fees under a new “COVID-19” category. 
 The requirement for councils to make certain documents available for physical 

inspection at their offices has been modified to allow access to the documents to be 
provided remotely. 

 In addition to these temporary measures, in response to the closure of some local 
newspapers and to assist councils to reduce their costs, the Local Government 
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(General) Regulation 2005 (the Regulation) has been amended to remove 

requirements for newspaper advertising. This amendment is not temporary and will 
continue to apply after the COVID-19 pandemic passes. 

1.2 OLG Circular 20-13 (attached) 
 The risks of opportunistic and systemic fraud and corruption can become more 

prevalent during periods of significant disruption such as the current COVID-19 
pandemic. 

 To assist agencies to address this risk, ICAC has issued Managing corrupt conduct 
during the COVID-19 outbreak. This provides guidance on fraud and corruption risks 
associated with: 

 working from home 
 procurement and purchasing 
 cyber fraud and online hoaxes, and 
 stimulus funding and new programs. 

 The Australian Cyber Security Centre has also issued guidance on Web 
Conferencing Security. This provides guidance on the use of online web conferencing 
and collaboration tools and the management of associated privacy, security and legal 
risks. 

1.3 OLG Circular 20-14 (attached) 
 Since Circular 20-09, (Compliance with social distancing requirements to limit the 

spread of the COVID-19 virus at council and committee meetings), was issued on 25 
March 2020, the Minister for Health and Medical Research, the Hon. Brad Hazzard 
MP (the Minister), issued a further Public Health Order on 30 March 2020. 

 The Public Health (COVID-19 Restrictions on Gathering and Movement) Order 2020 
(the Public Health Order) contains a “stay at home” direction. 

 The “stay at home” direction operates to limit the ability of councillors and others to 
leave their homes for the purpose of physically attending council and committee 
meetings where the council has or can make alternative arrangements for remote 
attendance by an audio-visual link. 

1.3 OLG Circular 20-15 (attached) 

The Integrated Planning and Reporting Cycle 

 The existing Delivery Program will apply for a further 12 months, maintaining the key 
themes and any activities not yet completed. Where additional activities are proposed 
that are significantly different to those identified in the existing Delivery Program, the 
usual public exhibition requirements will apply. 

 Councils will have adopted their 2019-20 Operational Plan and should continue to 
operate under this plan until 31 July 2020. Note the timing is extended to allow 
councils additional time to prepare their 2020-21 Operational Plan because of 
extenuating circumstances under the COVID-19 emergency. 

 A new Operational Plan (2020-21) must be developed for adoption by 
1 August 2020, reflecting the existing Delivery Program. 

 In preparing for the next annual Operational Plan (for the 2020-21 period), councils 
should take the following approach: 

 The existing Community Strategic Plan remains in place as a valid reference 
document 

 The existing Resourcing Strategy remains in place, with the long-term 
financial plan being annually reviewed, as usual. 

 Once the deferred election is conducted, council will commence its next cycle of 
Integrated Planning and Reporting. 

 Any planned measurement and recording of progress towards the achievement of the 
objectives of the Community Strategic Plan can proceed and be used to inform the 
next Integrated Planning and Reporting cycle. 

 
 

2. Meetings  
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Following is a list of meetings or events attended by the General Manager for the period 
11 April 2020 – 01 May 2020. 
 

Date Meeting Location 

14 Apr 2020 Mayoral Meeting Buronga 

15 Apr 2020 Local Emergency Management Meeting Video Conferencing 

20 Apr 2020  Mayoral Meeting Buronga 

22 Apr 2020 Ordinary Council Meeting Video Conference 

24 Apr 2020 FWJO General Managers Meeting Video Conference 

28 Apr 2020 Internal Audit & Risk Committee Meeting Video Conference 

 
3. Events 

 
Following is a list of upcoming events, conferences or committee meetings, including out 
of region meetings where the Shire has been requested to attend in an official capacity.  

 

Date Meeting Proposed Attendees Location 

28 May 2020 JO Chairs Meeting Cr Hederics  Video Conferencing 

09 Jun 2020 MDA Region 4  Cr MacAllister, Cr 
Heywood, Cr 
Elstone 

Video Conferencing 

18 Jun 2020 Wentworth Shire 
Interagency Health 
Group 

Cr MacAllister Video Conferencing 

26 Jun 2020  FWJO Tourism Projects 
Committee Meeting 

General Manager Video Conferencing 

29 Jun 2020 Bottle Bend Reserve -
Reserve Land Manager 
Meeting 

Cr MacAllister Video Conferencing 

01 Jul 2020 Local Emergency 
Management 
Committee 

General Manager Video Conferencing 

08 Jul 2020 Local Emergency 
Management 
Committee 

General Manager Video Conferencing 

 

4. Other items of note 

Attachments 

1. OLG Circular 20-12⇩   

2. OLG Circular 20-13⇩   

3. OLG Circular 20-14⇩   

4. OLG Circular 20-15⇩    
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9.2 DROUGHT COMMUNITIES EXTENSION PROGRAMME 

File Number: RPT/20/284 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Report Author: Ken Ross - General Manager        
 

Summary 

Council is eligible to access up to $1,000,000 to support local community infrastructure and 
other drought relief projects for communities that have been impacted by drought. The funds 
have been made available under the Federal Government’s Drought Communities Extension 
Program. 

Funding will target infrastructure and other projects that: 

 Provide employment for people whose work opportunities have been impacted by 
drought 

 Stimulate local economy spending 

 Use local resources, business and suppliers 

 Provide a long-lasting benefit to communities and the agricultural industries on which 
they depend. 

With the criteria in mind it is proposed that the following projects be put forward for approval 
from the funding body. 

 Painting Pooncarie Hall 

 Painting Anabranch Hall 

 Modifications to Pomona Hall  

 Willow Bend Caravan Park Camp Kitchen 

 Pooncarie Racecourse Extended shade area 

 Pooncarie Walking track to camp ground (1.5m spray seal x 900m) 

 Pooncarie Racecourse toilet/shower block 

 Bird hides along camp ground and river in Pooncarie(2x) 

 Concreting at Pooncarie Gun Club 

 Wentworth RV Dump Point 

 Dareton Town Entry tree corridor  

 Electrical Upgrades to Council Reserves at Junction Park, Wentworth Rowing Club, 
Dareton and Buronga to allow for 3 phase power for functions and events 

 Gol Gol Pathways 

 Buronga Pathways 

The above list is simplified for the purpose of this summary with the expanded list and 
approximate costing within the attachment.  

Recommendation 

That Council endorses the nominated projects (as listed) to be submitted for consideration 
under the Federal Government’s Drought Communities Extension Program. 
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Detailed Report 

Eligible activities must directly relate to the project and can include: 

• Repairs, maintenance, upgrading or building new community facilities; 

• Repairs, maintenance, upgrades, construction and fit-out of community spaces; 

• Employing local contractors to undertake repairs and maintenance; 

• Holding events; and 

• Undertaking other drought relief activities (including water carting for human 
consumption) 

The department may also approve other drought relief activities that benefit the community. 

Nominated projects must meet at least one of the following project requirements: 

• The project is expected to lead to the employment of locals; 

• The project is expected to contribute to the economic activity of communities/regions 

• The project is expected to lead to the retention of business, services and facilities 

The intended outcomes of the program are to: 

• Increase employment in regions by providing work for locals and/or farmers and farm 
labourers/staff/contractors whose employment opportunities have been affected by 
drought 

• Improve levels of economic activity in regions 

• Increase productivity in regions 

• Enable better retention of business, services and facilities. 

The minimum grant amount per application is $25,000 and applications can include multiple 
unrelated activities up to the total funding amount of $1,000,000. 

Projects must be completed by 31 December 2020. 

The nominated projects can satisfy some of the criteria and accordingly are put forward for 
consideration by Council. 

 

Conclusion 

The nominated list of projects has been compiled in consultation with community groups and 
Councillors. The list is seen to deliver on the desirable outcomes of the funding body and 
accordingly recommended for endorsement by council and put forward to the funding body 
for approval. 
 

Attachments 

1. Proposed Drought Projects - Federal Drought Funding⇩    



Item 9.2 - Attachment 1 Proposed Drought Projects - Federal Drought Funding 
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9.3 PROPOSED PURCHASE OF TRANSPORTABLE BUILDINGS 

File Number: RPT/20/308 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
 
Objective: 1.0 Wentworth is a vibrant, growing and thriving Shire 
Strategy: 1.1 Grow the potential for business and industry to develop and 

expand       

Summary 

The opportunity has arisen for Council to purchase, if deemed suitable, 4 relocatable 
buildings which are currently being used for on farm accommodation. The 4 buildings consist 
of kitchen/ dining, sleeping (2) and ablution. 

The buildings are available for sale due to the property being sold and accordingly available 
on the open market. The asking price for the buildings is $165,000. 

Recommendation 

1. That Council approves the purchase of 4 relocatable buildings for the price of 
$165,000, which includes the acquisition of a camp kitchen and ablution block 
buildings with the purchase price being offset via a $65,000 grant application through 
the Federal Drought Extension Fund.   

2. That Council approves a budget variation of $100,000 in the current financial year to 
fund the shortfall between the purchase price and Federal Drought Extension Fund.   

Detailed Report 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is for Council to consider the purchase of 4 pre-owned 
transportable buildings which may be suitable to utilize for the delivery of some projects.  

Background 

Through a local advertisement the subject buildings were highlighted with project delivery in 
mind. A subsequent inspection of the buildings was undertaken and the potential realised for 
possible utilization in three project areas of Council managed facilities.  

The make-up of the buildings may be suited to a camp kitchen in the Willow Bend Caravan 
Park, ablutions block for the Pooncarie Race Track and possible site offices for the remote 
waste management sites. 

Matters under consideration 

In considering the purchase of these buildings it is considered viable that two projects could 
be funded through the Federal Drought Extension grant. These would be the camp kitchen at 
Willow Bend Caravan Park and the ablution block at the Pooncarie Race Track. These two 
projects would require the relocation to the respective site and make good to the 
disconnected services.  

The remaining two buildings would not fit directly into Councils projects but could do so with 
some modifications. An item that was in this years’ budget was to provide improved facilities 
for the Waste Team members at the remote waste facility sites, however a subsequent 
budget variation withdrew this project from the operational plan. 

The buildings are not being sold separately and so the consideration of Council is that of a 
purchase of all 4 buildings for a price of $165,000. 
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Options  

Based on the information contained in this report, the options available to address this matter 
are to:  

Purchase the subject buildings; 

OR 

Do not purchase the subject buildings 

Legal, strategic, financial or policy implications 

The buildings are for sale on the open market and accordingly Council may purchase the 
items for the benefit of the community. The purchase would deliver on some of the projects 
identified within the delivery program and financially the purchase could be offset by way of 
successful grant application through the Federal Drought extension Fund. 

Conclusion 

This report is based on opportunity expedite the delivery of some projects previously 
identified within the delivery program. 

The purchase price of $165,000 could be co-funded with assistance to be sought via a 
Federal Drought Extension Fund application together with a budget variation of $100,000 in 
the current year’s operational plan.  

Attachments 

Nil 
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9.4 NSW LOCKS 8 AND 9 SDLAM PROJECT STAKEHOLDER ADVISORY GROUP 
(SAG) 

File Number: RPT/20/244 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Gayle Marsden - Executive Assistant  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.5 Recognise the importance of a healthy Murray-Darling River 

system       

Summary 

The NSW Department of Industry has invited Wentworth Shire Council to become a member 
of the NSW Locks 8 and 9 SDLAM project Stakeholder Advisory Group (SAG). 

Recommendation 

That Council considers whether to become a member of the NSW Locks 8 and 9 SDLAM 
project Stakeholder Advisory Group (SAG) and if so, appoint a delegate. 

Detailed Report 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to provide an outline of the role of the NSW Locks 8 and 9 
SDLAM project Stakeholder Advisory Group (SAG) and for Council to consider whether to  
become a member of the advisory group and if so, appoint a delegate. 

Background 

The NSW Department of Industry is currently in the project planning and development phase 
of the Locks 8 and 9 SDLAM project. The Locks 8 and 9 project involves a suite of works, 
including: 

• Locks 8 and 9 Weir Pool Manipulation;  

• System connectivity of Carrs, Capitts and Bunberoo Creeks; and, 

• Construction of a fish passage at the Frenchmans Creek inlet regulator. 

Report Detail 

The primary functions of the SAG include (but are not limited to): 

●    provide a forum for community, industry, government, interested parties and 
scientific consultants to come together to explore issues pertaining to the Locks 8 
and 9 project. 

●    provide consultation throughout project development to ensure the delivery of 
triple-bottom-line outcomes – environmental, economic and social outcomes for 
affected communities. 

●      provide a link between the local community and stakeholders with the Department 
of Planning, Industry and Environment.  

●       provide opinion / advice on documents, options and alternatives at various stages 
of project development and delivery. 

●      provide a focus and a forum for the discussion of technical, social, economic and 
ecological issues, and for the distillation of possibly different views. 

●       identify and advise on any opportunities, emergent issues or risks to the project. 
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The SAG proposes to meet each quarter, the first meeting was held in February 2020 and it 
is proposed the next meeting will be held in late May/early June (pending COVID-19 advice).  

Conclusion 

Council is required to consider whether to become a member of the NSW Locks 8 and 9 
SDLAM project Stakeholder Advisory Group (SAG) and if so, appoint a delegate. 

Attachments 

1. Draft TOR NSW Locks 8 and 9 SDLAM project Stakeholder Advisory Group 
(SAG)⇩    



Item 9.4 - Attachment 1 Draft TOR NSW Locks 8 and 9 SDLAM project Stakeholder Advisory Group 
(SAG) 
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9.5 MONTHLY FINANCE REPORT  

File Number: RPT/20/230 
 
Responsible Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
Responsible Division: Finance and Policy  
Reporting Officer: Vanessa Lock - Finance Officer  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       
 

Summary 

Rates and Charges collections for the month of April 2020 were $261,950.92.  After allowing 
for pensioner subsidies, the total levies collected are now 75.47%.  For comparison purposes 

76.53% of the levy had been collected at the end of April 2019.  Council currently has 
$26,715,229.30 in cash and investments. 
 

Recommendation 

That Council notes the monthly finance report. 
 

Detailed Report 

The purpose of this report is to indicate to Council the position in relation to the rate of 
collections and the balance of cash books. 

 

Reconciliation and Balance of Funds held as at 30 April 2020 

The reconciliation has been carried out between the Cash Book of each fund and the Bank 
Pass Sheet as at 30 April 2020. 

 

 

 



Ordinary Meeting AGENDA 13 May 2020 

Page 124 

 

Collection of Rates and Charges 

Rates and Charges collections for the month of April 2020 were $261,950.92. After allowing 
for pensioner subsidies, the total levies collected are now 75.47%.  A summary of the Rates 
and Charges situation as at 30 April 2020 is as follows: 

 

Note: For comparison purposes 76.53% of the levy had been collected at the end of April 
2019. 

Rates/Water write offs and adjustments 

No rates or charges have been written off under the delegated authority of the General 
Manager for the month of April 2020. 

 

Council Loans Report 
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Overtime and Travelling 

 

 

 

Conclusion 

The report indicates to Council that its finances are in a favourable position. 

 
 

Attachments 

Nil 
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9.6 MONTHLY INVESTMENT REPORT 

File Number: RPT/20/258 
 
Responsible Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
Responsible Division: Finance and Policy  
Reporting Officer: Hodi Beauliv - Manager Finance  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       
 

Summary 

As at 30 April 2020 Council had $24,000,000.00 invested in term deposits.  Council received 
$38,103.58 from its investments for the month of April 2020. 

In April 2020 Council investments averaged a rate of return of 1.57% and it currently has 
$8,466,832.09 of internal restrictions and $16,142,547.41 of external restrictions. 
 

Recommendation 

That Council notes the monthly investment report. 
 

Detailed Report 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to update Council on the current status of its investments. 

Matters under consideration 

As at 30 April 2020 Council had $26,715,229.30 invested with eight financial institutions.   

 

Breakdown of Total Funds Available 

 

 

 

 Financial Institution  Amount 

 Percentage 

of Available 

Funds 

AMP 6,000,000.00$       22.46%

Bank of Queensland 4,000,000.00$       14.97%

Bendigo Bank 5,715,229.30$       21.39%

IMB Bank 2,000,000.00$       7.49%

Macquarie Bank 3,000,000.00$       11.23%

Members Equity Bank 2,000,000.00$       7.49%

National Australia Bank 3,000,000.00$       11.23%

Westpac Banking Corporation 1,000,000.00$       3.74%

26,715,229.30$     100.00%
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Investments on Hand as at 30 April 

 

Note: Ratings provided are from Moody’s and Standard & Poors Rating Agencies 

Wentworth Shire Council 

Investments on Hand as at 30 April 2020

 Investee  Date Invested 
 Date of 

Maturity 

 Effective 

Interest 

Rate 

 Investment 

Type 

 Amount 

Invested 
Rating

AMP (10) 9/04/2020 7/01/2021 1.85% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    A2/BBB+

AMP (2) 7/11/2019 7/05/2020 1.75% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    A2/BBB+

AMP (5) 24/03/2020 22/09/2020 1.80% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    A2/BBB+

AMP (6) 14/04/2020 13/10/2020 1.85% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    A2/BBB+

AMP (7) 25/11/2019 25/05/2020 1.90% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    A2/BBB+

AMP (9) 13/11/2019 13/05/2020 1.80% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    A2/BBB+

Bank of Queensland (6) 23/04/2020 22/10/2020 1.50% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    A2/BBB+

Bank of Queensland (7) 17/03/2020 13/08/2020 1.45% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    A2/BBB+

Bank of Queensland (8) 4/02/2020 3/06/2020 1.48% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    A2/BBB+

Bank of Queensland (9) 26/02/2020 26/08/2020 1.55% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    A2/BBB+

Bendigo Bank (10) 3/04/2020 31/07/2020 1.55% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    A2/BBB+

Bendigo Bank (7) 29/04/2020 29/09/2020 0.95% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    A2/BBB+

Bendigo Bank (9) 21/02/2020 19/08/2020 1.45% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    A2/BBB+

IMB Bank 6/03/2020 9/06/2020 1.50% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    A2/BBB

IMB Bank (2) 19/02/2020 20/05/2020 1.50% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    A2/BBB

Macquarie Bank 12/02/2020 10/06/2020 1.60% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    A1/A+

Macquarie Bank (2) 5/03/2020 2/07/2020 1.70% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    A1/A+

Macquarie Bank (3) 16/04/2020 16/07/2020 1.60% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    A2/BBB

Members Equity Bank 24/02/2020 26/08/2020 1.55% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    A2/BBB

Members Equity Bank (10) 15/01/2020 16/06/2020 1.55% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    A1+/AA-

National Australia Bank (1) 9/03/2020 9/06/2020 1.40% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    A1+/AA-

National Australia Bank (3) 2/03/2020 30/06/2020 1.40% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    A1+/AA-

National Australia Bank (5) 11/03/2020 9/06/2020 1.37% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    A1+/AA-

Westpac Banking Corporation 20/02/2020 19/06/2020 1.55% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    A1+/AA-

Total 24,000,000.00$  

Operating Account 2,715,229.30$    

Total Funds Available 26,715,229.30$  

Representing:

 - Internal Restrictions

         - Employee Entitlements 2,376,437.00$    

         - Doubtful Debts 48,595.00$          

         - Tip Remediation 1,372,493.54$    

         - Future Development Reserve 1,113,213.94$    

         - Trust Account 356,092.61$        

         - Capital Projects 1,000,000.00$    

         - Plant Replacement Reserve 2,200,000.00$    8,466,832.09$    

 - External Restrictions

        - Water Fund 9,102,296.71$    

        - Sewer Fund 2,306,999.47$    

        - Developer Contributions Reserve 619,065.20$        

        - Domestic Waste Management Reserve 104,796.78$        

        - Unexpended Grants 3,165,020.56$    

        - Crown Reserves Reserve 333,116.80$        

        - Loan Guarantee Reserve 10,774.04$          

        - Prepayments Cemeteries 500,477.85$        16,142,547.41$  

 - Day to Day Liquidity 2,105,849.80$    

Total Funds Available 26,715,229.30$  



Ordinary Meeting AGENDA 13 May 2020 

Page 128 

Breakdown 

 

 

Summary – Unexpended Grants as at 30 April 2020 

 

 

Grant Amount

Block Grant $1,388,692.36

Roads to Recovery $0.00

Pooncarie Weir $77,746.00

RFS R & M Grant 2011-2018 $260,923.00

Financial Assistance Grant 2019/20 Received in Advance $771,097.25

Drought Communities Programme $45,121.60

Stronger Country Communities Fund $0.00

Total $2,543,580.21
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Total funds invested 

 
 

Seven term deposits matured in April earning Council $38,106.20 in interest.  The budget for 
April was $50,212.50. Year to date Council has received $525,421.84 in interest. The year to 
date budget is $502,125.00. 
 

Investments maturing in April 2020 

 
 

 Investee  Date Invested 
 Date of 

Maturity 

 Effective 

Interest 

Rate 

 Investment 

Type 

 Amount 

Invested 

 Interest 

Earned 

AMP (10) 10/01/2020 9/04/2020 1.75% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    4,317.69$      

AMP (6) 14/10/2019 14/04/2020 1.70% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    8,523.29$      

Bank of Queensland (6) 23/01/2020 23/04/2020 1.53% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    3,814.52$      

Bendigo Bank (10) 5/12/2019 3/04/2020 1.50% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    4,931.51$      

Bendigo Bank (7) 29/11/2019 29/04/2020 1.50% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    6,246.58$      

Members Equity Bank (11) 19/11/2019 16/04/2020 1.55% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    6,327.40$      

National Australia Bank (4) 28/01/2020 27/04/2020 1.60% Term Deposit 1,000,000.00$    3,945.21$      

Total 38,106.20$    
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Interest received April 2020 

 

 

Total Interest received July 2019 – June 2020 
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For April 2020 Council’s investments returned an effective average rate of 1.57%.  Year to 
date the effective average rate has been 1.81%.  The budget for 2019-2020 is 2.50%.   

Effective average Interest Rate 

 
 

Impact of continued low cash rate on Council’s Investments  

Since Council set the budget, the Reserve Bank’s cash rate has gradually dropped from 
1.25% in June 2019 to its record low of 0.25% on 20 March 2020.  These continued low rates 
have had an impact on Council’s Term Deposit interest rates, as demonstrated by the graph 
above.   

As a result, Council anticipates a shortfall of approximately $250,000 in interest from the 
original budget of $602,550.  A budget variation for this amount has been included in the 
March Quarterly Budget Review Statement, which is included in a separate report to Council. 

Investment Ratings 

As advised last month, the pandemic has resulted in some agencies reviewing the ratings of 
financial institutions impacted by the Covid-19 pandemic.  Council’s investment policy is 
based on ratings provided by Standard & Poor’s and Moody’s.  At present neither of these 
agencies have reviewed their ratings.  Staff will continue to monitor this situation and table 
any necessary amendments to Council’s Investment Policy if required. 

Conclusion 

The Director Finance and Policy certifies that all investments have been made in accordance 
with the Local Government Act 1993 (NSW), Local Government (General) Regulations 2005 
and Council’s investment policy. 

Council is investing its funds prudently to optimise returns and reduce exposure to risk in 
accordance with legislation and its own investment policy.   
 

Attachments 

Nil 
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9.7 AF003 REQUESTS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE  

File Number: RPT/20/248 
 
Responsible Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
Responsible Division: Finance and Policy  
Reporting Officer: Shenay Harris - Coordinator Finance and Policy  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       
 

Summary 

Council has provided an allocation of $187,000.00 (inclusive of GST) for the 2019/20 
financial year for the consideration by Council, for the funding of requests from the 
community for financial assistance.  In this financial year, $104,436.00 has been granted to a 
variety of organisations through the annual fees and charges “Exemptions from the 
Application” process.  The total value of requests granted so far for this financial year totals 
$48,921.60. 

The total value of requests for this May 2020 funding application period totals $22,044.00 
which if granted in full, would leave a balance in the Donations, Contributions and Grants 
fund of $11,598.40. 

 
 

Recommendation 

That Council having considered the current requests for financial assistance, makes 
appropriate recommendations on the level of funding to be provided to each of these 
applications, from the Donations, Contributions and Grants program. 
 

Detailed Report 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to consider requests for financial assistance that have been 
received within the current application period. 

Background 

Council’s ability to make financial contribution and/or in-kind assistance are set out in Section 
356 of the Local Government Act 1993.  To assist Council in its compliance requirement, 
Council has adopted a Donations, Contribution and Grants Policy (AF003), and has provided 
a funding allocation of $187,000.00 (inclusive of GST) for the 2019/20 financial year.  In this 
financial year, $104,436.00 has been granted to a variety of organisations through the annual 
fees and charges “Exemption from the Application” process, as outlined in Appendix A – 
Bodies Granted Exemptions, Fees and Charges 2019/20. 

Matters under consideration 

In this current application period, there have been 6 requests for assistance received from 
Community organisations.  The total value of the requests under consideration is $22,044.00, 
which if granted in full would leave a balance of $11,598.40 for the remainder of 2019/20. 
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Options  

Based on the information contained in this report, the options available to address this matter 
are to:  

a) Consider granting the full value of all requests, or 

b) Consider reducing or declining some applications. 
 

Attachments 

1. DCG Application List May 2020⇩   

2. DCG Application submissions - May  (under separate cover)⇨  

3. DCG Application List with past amounts granted (under separate cover)⇨   

../../RedirectToInvalidFileName.asp?FileName=OC_13052020_ATT_EXCLUDED.PDF#PAGE=4
../../RedirectToInvalidFileName.asp?FileName=OC_13052020_ATT_EXCLUDED.PDF#PAGE=51


Item 9.7 - Attachment 1 DCG Application List May 2020 
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9.8 DRAFT 2020/21 OPERATIONAL PLAN, ENDORSEMENT FOR PUBLIC 
EXHIBITION. 

File Number: RPT/20/226 
 
Responsible Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy  
Responsible Division: Finance and Policy  
Reporting Officer: Simon Rule - Director Finance and Policy 

Paula Mastrippolito - Manager Organisational Support  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery       

Summary  

In accordance with the Local Government Act 1993 (NSW) (the Act), Council must have an 

annual Operational Plan adopted for each financial year, outlining the activities to be 
undertaken in that year, to achieve the commitments outlined the Delivery Program.  

The Operational Plan also includes the Statement of Council Revenue Policy and the Annual 
Fees and Charges in accordance with the Regulations. 

Recommendation 

1) That Council adopts the draft 2020/21 Operational Plan, which incorporates the: 
a) the Operational actions and budgets 
b) the Summary Budgeted Financial Statement 
c) the 2020/21 Annual Statement of Revenue Parts A & B  
d) rating maps 

2) That Council ratifies the FTE level of 132.45 Full Time Equivalent Employees. 
3) That Council endorses the proposed $4,000,000 of new borrowings. 
4) That Council gives notice of its intention to adopt the following rates and annual charges, 

which are contained within the draft 2020/21 Operational Plan:  

a) To make and levy an Ordinary Rate to comprise of a base rate and an ad valorem 
rating structure for residential, business and farmland categories of rates. 

b) To increase the Ordinary Rate by the maximum 2.60% rate pegged amount 
determined by the Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal of NSW (IPART). 

c) To increase waste water access charges by 2.60%. 

d) To increase raw and filtered water access charges by 2.60%. 

e) To increase domestic waste charges by 2.60%. 

f) To not increase water consumption charges. 

g) To levy the fees and charges established in Part B of the Annual Statement of 
Revenue. 

h) To charge the maximum interest of 7.50% on overdue rates and charges as 
determined by the Minister for Local Government. 

That Council places all draft documents on public exhibition for a period of 28 days, as 
required under the Local Government Act. 

Detailed Report 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to adopt the draft 2020/21 Operational Plan which includes the 
Statement of Council Revenue Policy and the Annual Fees and Charges. 
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Background 

In accordance with the Act, Council must have an annual Operational Plan, for each financial 
year, outlining the activities to be undertaken in that year.   Given the COVID-19 Pandemic 
the Office of Local Government have given councils a month’s extension in order to adopt is 
Operational Plan for 2020/21. 

The Operational Plan includes the Statement of Council Revenue Policy, in accordance with 
the Regulations.   

The Operational Plan supports the Delivery Program and directly address the actions 
outlined in the Delivery Program and identifies projects, programs or activities that the 
council will undertake within the financial year towards addressing these actions.   

The Operational Plan must allocate responsibilities for each activity and includes a detailed 
budget for the activities to be undertaken in that year.   

In June 2017 Council adopted the 2027 Community Strategic Plan which outlined 
strategies to achieve the community vision of our region becoming a thriving region, 
supported by a robust economic base, distinctive open spaces, and strong local 
governance and leadership.  
 

Matters under consideration 

The draft 2020/21 Operational Plan sets out the Actions that Council will undertake during 
the financial year towards the Delivery Program.   

The key highlights of the draft 2020/21 Operational Plan are: 

Total Council Expenditure 

Total Council Expenditure for 2020/21 is proposed to be $47,051,996 based on: 

 Operating Expenditure -  $25,108,341  

 Capital Expenditure -  $21,943,655  

Capital Expenditure 
Capital Expenditure for 2020/21 of $21,943,655. Key Projects include: 

 $6,100,000 for the upgrade of the Wentworth Aerodrome 

 $4,500,000 for Road Renewals and upgrades 

 $4,000,000 for the upgrade of the Wentworth Civic Centre. 

 $1,500,000 for replacement of plant and machinery. 

 $1,000,000 for the Gol Gol Water Treatment Plan Upgrade project.    

 $1,000,000 for upgrade works at Willow Bend Caravan Park. 

 $1,000,000 for Sewer Infrastructure Upgrades 

 $   620,000 for projects funded under the Stronger Country Communities Fund   

Proposed capital expenditure budget of $21,943,655 for 2020/21 is a decrease of $826,887 
or 3.63% on the adopted budget for 2019/20. It includes $4,240,000 of projects that had 
been budgeted to be completed or substantially completed in 2019/20 but have had to be re-
budgeted for 2020/21.   
 
A project reserve fund of $1,000,000 has been established to provide matching funding to 
support grant applications as required. 

Operational Expenditure 

Proposed Operating expenditure of $25,108,341 for 2020/21 is an increase of $1,221,695 or 
5.10% on the adopted budget for 2019/20.  
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Resource Levels 

The current full time equivalent (FTE) staffing level of 132.45 will be maintained.  Total 
employment costs are forecast to be $9,996,585 for the 2020/21 financial year an increase of 
$1,143,700. It should be noted that Employee benefits and on-costs include salaries and 
wages, employee entitlements, superannuation, workers’ compensation, fringe benefit tax, 
uniform and recruitment costs.  

The current Local Government State Award expires on 30 June 2020. At the time of writing 
this report a new Award has yet to be approved therefore the draft 2020/21 operational plan 
has assumed a 2.50% award increase until such time as the actual figure is known. 

Cash Requirements 

Project cash requirements for 2020/21 is $39,958,907 and comes from the following sources: 

 $34,767,156    2020/21 operational revenue 

 $  4,000,000 Borrowings 

 $     803,751 Retained Earnings 

 $     388,000 Restricted Reserve  

Borrowings 

Additional loan borrowings of $4,000,000 are proposed. The debt servicing ratio will be 
2.00%, which is well below the benchmark of 20% set by the Office of Local Government.  

A budget allocation has been allowed to commence upgrade works at the Willow Bend 
Caravan Park. These works are subject to grant funding, should the grant application be 
unsuccessful then consideration will be given to funding these works via external borrowings.  

Rates 

The Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal of NSW (IPART) determines the maximum 
rate increase allowable, which for 2020/21 is 2.60%.  

The draft Annual Statement of Revenue also contains the following required statements; 

 a statement of the types of fees proposed to be charged by Council, 

 a statement of Council’s proposed pricing methodology for determining the prices of 
goods and the approved fees under for services provided by Council, 

 the amounts of any proposed borrowings, 

 the sources from which they are proposed to be borrowed, and 

 the means by which they are proposed to be secured.  

The total amount of funds raised through the proposed rates and annual charges can be 
summarised as follows: 

 

Revenue Type 
2020/21 Proposed 

Budget 
Budget for 2019/20 

Rates and Annual Charges $8,900 million $8,803 million 

User Charges and Fees $5,026 million $4,910 million 

 

The proposed rates and annual charges outlined in the Operational Plan are: 

 Ordinary rate increased by 2.60% (the maximum amount allowable).  

 Waste water access charges increased by 2.60%. 

 Raw and filtered water access charges increased by 2.60%. 

 Domestic waste charges increased by 2.60%. 
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 No increase in water consumption charges. 

Remaining Cash Balance 
Council’s remaining cash balance as at 30 June 2021 is forecast to be $24,808,249 which is 
a net decrease of $1,191,751. The projected cash balances before restrictions are: 
 

Cash on hand $1,808,249 

Short term investments $11,000,000 

Long Term investments $12,000,000 

 
It should be noted, that approximately 77% of these funds are restricted funds (internal 
restrictions at 40% and external restrictions at 60% of total restrictions). 

Council has accumulated unrestricted cash reserves that have been wisely invested and 
when combined with the restricted funds allows council to earn an approximately $600,000 in 
interested revenue per annum. This has put council in the fortunate position to be able to use 
these cash reserves to help fund parts of the capital budget for 2020/21.   

The unrestricted cash funds are important as it is Council’s main buffer against unexpected 
events. These include but are not limited to: 

 Changes to government policies that lead to reductions in grant funding 

 Weather events that result in impacts on the infrastructure network 

 Unexpected shifting of costs from other levels of government 

 Economic downturn that results in reduced revenues or cash flow delays   

Indicative contributions towards CSP Objectives 
The following table represents the alignment between the 2020/21 budget expenditure and 
the objectives and strategies established within the 2027 Community Strategic Plan. 
 

2020-2021 Operational Plan 
(Indicative representation of council's expenditure towards CSP Objectives and Strategies) 

 Strategy 
expenditure  

Objective 
Total 

1. Wentworth is a vibrant, growing and thriving Shire 
  1.1 Grow the potential for business and industry to develop and 

expand 
$1,835,253 

 

1.2 Encourage and support population growth and resident attraction $7,465,417 $9,300,670 

2.  Wentworth is a desirable shire to visit, live, work and invest 
  2.1 Grow visitation to the Shire by developing a quality visitor 

experience and promoting our destination 
$1,050,000 

 

2.2 Enhance access to local health and aged care services $151,933 
 

2.4 Enhance access to education, skills and training. $76,500 
 

2.5 Maintain /create desirable open spaces and recreation facilities. $3,339,944 $4,618,377 

3. Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and protect its 
physical and natural assets 

  3.1 Promote the efficient delivery of water supply, sewer and 
drainage services for the long term interests of future generations 

$6,330,036 
 

3.2 Plan for and develop the right assets and infrastructure $18,041,287 
 

3.3 Prepare for natural disasters, biosecurity risks and climate change $2,133,136 
 

3.4 Reduce, reuse and recover waste $100,000 $26,604,459 
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4.  Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community that 
is informed and engaged in its future 

  4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, planning, 
decision-making and service delivery 

$6,528,490 
 

4.6 Collaborate with others to achieve desired outcomes for the local 
community $0 $6,528,490 

Total budgeted expenditure 2020/21 $47,051,996 $47,051,996 

 

Budget-year comparisons 

The following graph illustrates total council expenditure for 2020/21 compared to the previous 
budgets for 2018/19 and 2019/20 and the projected future budgets for 2021/22 and 2022/23 

 

 
 

Conclusion 

Council is being asked to endorse the draft 2020/21 Operational Plan for public exhibition.  
During the exhibition period the public are invited to provide feedback into the actions to be 
undertaken within the financial year.  Public submissions are also invited on the proposed 
Rates and Annual Charges, as outlined in the Annual Statement of Revenue, and the Annual 
Fees and Charges. 

The final version of all documents, together with all feedback received, will be presented to 
Council on the 24 June 2020.  

Attachments 

1. 2020-2021 Operational Plan - Draft for Public Consultation⇩    
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9.9 DELEGATED AUTHORITY APPROVALS AS AT END OF APRIL 2020 

File Number: RPT/20/282 
 
Responsible Officer: Matthew Carlin - Director Health and Planning  
Responsible Division: Health and Planning  
Reporting Officer: Nicky Meredith - Coordinator Health and Planning  
 
Objective: 1.0 Wentworth is a vibrant, growing and thriving Shire 
Strategy: 1.1 Grow the potential for business and industry to develop and 

expand       
 

Summary 

For the month of April 2020, a total of 18 Development Applications and three S4.55 
Modification Applications were determined under delegated authority by the Director Health 
and Planning.     

The estimated value of the determined developments was $9,063,126.00.  This brings the 
year to date total to 51 Development Applications approved and 14 S4.55 Applications 
approved, with an estimated development value of $14,226,619.00. 
 

Recommendation 

a) That Council receives and notes the report for the month of April 2020. 

b) That Council publicly notifies, for the purposes of Schedule 1 Division 4 Section 20 (2) of 
the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979, the applications as listed in the 
attachment on the Wentworth Shire Council website. 

c) That a division be called in accordance with S375A of the Local Government Act 1993 
(NSW). 

 

Detailed Report 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with a list of Development Applications as 
tabled in Attachment 1, determined under delegated authority by the Director Health and 
Planning for the month of April 2020, hence complying with the requirements under section 
3.20 of the Office of Local Government Promoting Better Practice Program.  

Conclusion 

The total value of determinations was $9,063,126.00 for the month of April 2020, which was 
more than the previous month of $2,825,301.00.  The average determination time was 34 
days. 
 

 

Attachments 

1. Determination of Development Applications for the month of April 2020.⇩    



Item 9.9 - Attachment 1 Determination of Development Applications for the month of April 2020. 
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9.10 CLASSIFICATION COUNCIL OWNED LAND AS OPERATIONAL 

File Number: RPT/20/243 
 
Responsible Officer: Matthew Carlin - Director Health and Planning  
Responsible Division: Health and Planning  
Reporting Officer: Kathy Collinson - Reserves and Acquisitions Officer  
 
Objective: 2.0 Wentworth is a desirable Shire to visit, live, work and invest 
Strategy: 2.5 Maintain/create desirable open spaces and recreation 

facilities       

Summary 

Further to the proposed development of a Draft Plan of Management which will include 
Crown Land managed by Councils under the Crown Land Management Act 2016, 
confirmation of Council owned land classification as Operational Land is requested.  

Recommendation 

That Council confirms the classification of the listed Council owned land parcels as being 
Operational Land. 

Detailed Report 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to confirm Council’s continued intention to classify the above-
mentioned land parcels as Operational as per the requirements of Local Government Act 
1993 – Sect 25 All public land must be classified. 

Background 

Council has electronic and hard copy Community and Operational Land registers identifying 
the classification of land. For the information of the Council and transparency, Council owned 
land parcels are listed to ensure certainty that they are not to be treated as community land 
for the purpose of the proposed Draft Plan of Management. A brief description of the 
infrastructure is provided. 

Council has previously undertaken an examination of Council managed Crown Land and 
sought Crown Land Minister’s Consent to classify some Crown lands for which Council is 
Land Manager as Operational. The outcome of that request is attached. 

Matters under consideration 

The list of Council owned land parcels that is to be classified as Operational Land is as 
follows:-  

Land Identifier(s) Description  Location 

Lot 1 DP 604281 Depot and Dog Pound  Buronga 

Lot 1 DP 604280 Sewerage Pump Station No 1 - off Sturt Hwy Buronga 

Lot 18 DP 825883 Drainage Reserve - Crane Drive Buronga 

Lot 97 DP 756946 Raw Water Tower / Reservoir Buronga 

Lot 8 DP 264142 Raw Water Tower / Area around tower Buronga 
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Lot 547 DP 756961 Rural Fire Service Station Buronga 

Lot 1 DP 804789 Filtered Water Pump Station & Rose Garden Buronga 

Lot 1 DP 848480 Water Tower - just after Midway Estate on Sturt Hwy Buronga 

Lot 11 DP 865475 Sewerage Plant Buronga - beside Pump Station No 1 - off 
Sturt Hwy 

Buronga 

Lot 18 DP 1107552 Drainage  Buronga 

Lot 1 DP 1037845 Buronga Landfill Buronga 

Lot 1 DP 706705 Land adjacent to Riverboat Pump Station  Buronga 

Lot 2 DP 865473 Gol Gol / Buronga Sewerage Treatment Work Buronga 

Lot 1 DP 607423 Sewer Effluent Pond Dareton 

Lot 2 DP 607423 Sewer Treatment Plant Dareton 

Lot 1 DP 607424 Sewer Pump Station Dareton 

Lot 1 DP 853243 Filtered Water Supply Dareton 

Lot 1 DP 806638 Sewerage Treatment Ponds – adjacent to Coomealla 
Memorial Gardens 

Dareton 

Lot 1 DP 1003559 Rural Fire Service Control Centre Dareton 

Lots 13 & 14 Section 
4 DP 758338 

Rural Fire Service Fire Station  Dareton 

Lot 102 DP 1232722  Sewer Pump Station Dareton 

Lot 19 DP 1103697 Drainage Gol Gol 

Lot 20 DP 1103697 Drainage carriageway  Gol Gol 

Lot 19 DP 1103697    Drainage Basin and easement Gol Gol 

Lot 223 DP 705014 Water Tower - Adelaide Street Gol Gol 

Lot 224 DP 705002 Raw Water Pump Station - Adelaide Street Gol Gol 

Lot 1 DP 829902 Water Treatment Plant Gol Gol 

Lot 15 DP 1004939 Drainage Reserve  Gol Gol  
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Lot 1 DP 1032009 Drainage Reserve Gol Gol  

Lot 17 DP 865438 

Lot 18 DP 865438 

Part Lot 7 DP 
865438 

Buronga/Gol Gol/Dareton Water Supply Augmentation 

Buronga/Gol Gol/Dareton Water Supply Augmentation 

Easements for Buronga/Gol Gol/Dareton Water Supply 
Augmentation 

Gol Gol  

Gol Gol 

Gol Gol 

Lot 3 DP 831865 

Lot 3 DP 816958 

Pump Station No 6  

Pump Station No 6a 

Gol Gol  

Lot 23 DP 1204878 Drainage Reserve Gol Gol  

Lot 57 DP 1229757 Drainage Reserve Gol Gol  

Lot 58 DP 1229757 Drainage carriageway Gol Gol  

Lot 2 DP 1229884 Walkway and Drainage Gol Gol 

Lot 63 DP 1259103 Drainage Gol Gol 

Lots 6-10 Sect 14 
DP 758851 

Depot Pooncarie 

Lot 1 DP 829641 Radio Tower  Pooncarie  

Lot 1 DP 829546 Water Treatment Plant Pooncarie 

Lot 3 DP 544956 Sewer Pump Station Wentworth 

Lot 1 Sect 5 DP 
759074 

Lot 2 Sect 5 DP 
759074 

Lot 3 Sect 5 DP 
759074 

Lot 13 DP 264252 

Lot 14 DP 264252 

Lot 15 Sect 5 DP 
759074 

Thegoa Lagoon Inlet Wentworth 

Lot 1 DP 705031 Water Tower and Filtered Water Plant Wentworth 

Lot 1 DP 817569 Land adjacent to Water Tower Wentworth 
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Lot 3 DP 590321 

Lots 76, 77, 78,79 
DP 756994 

Lot 9 DP 873388 

Armstrong Avenue Depot Wentworth 

Lot 2 DP 1109087 Fuel supply section Wentworth Aerodrome Wentworth 

Lots 1, 2, 3 DP 
1084410 

Murray Street Land for Residential Sub Division Wentworth 

Lot 1 DP 817572 Raw Water Pump Station – within Ski Reserve Wentworth 

Lot 2 DP 817569 Sewerage Settlement Ponds (North of the Golf Course) Wentworth  

Lot 2 Sec 10 DP 
1227871  

Council Chambers building Wentworth 

Lot 1 DP 767129 Sewer Pump Station  Wentworth 

Lot 1 DP 705886 Effluent Disposal System – services Riverboat Pump 
Station Adams Street. 

Wentworth 

Lot 1 DP 545955 Drainage Reserve  Wentworth 

Lot 90 DP 1149815 Sewerage Works – Thegoa Lagoon Wentworth 

Lot 104 DP 1232727 Sewer Pump Station – Fotherby Park Wentworth 

 

Legal, strategic, financial or policy implications 

The proposed recommendation is required under the Local Government Act – Sect 25 All 
public land must be classified. 

Conclusion 

Upon confirmation from the Council the above-mentioned land parcels will be omitted from      
the proposed Plan of Management. 

Attachments 

1. Minister's Consent Crown Lands⇩    
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9.11 DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION 2020/016 DOMESTIC STORAGE SHED 50 THE 
COBB & CO WAY LOT 61 DP 1071972 GOL GOL  

File Number: RPT/20/251 
 
Responsible Officer: Matthew Carlin - Director Health and Planning  
Responsible Division: Health and Planning  
Reporting Officer: George Kenende - Development Assessment Officer  
 
Objective: 1.0 Wentworth is a vibrant, growing and thriving Shire 
Strategy: 1.2 Encourage and support population growth and resident 

attraction       

Summary 

 A Development Application (DA) (DA2020/016) has been received by Council for a domestic 
storage shed to be located at 50 The Cobb & Co Way Lot 61 DP 1071972 Gol Gol (the 
subject site).  

The site falls under the R5 Large Lot Residential zone and in accordance with the Wentworth 
Local Environmental Plan 2011 (WLEP 2011), domestic storage sheds are permissible with 
consent in that zone. 

Recommendation 

That Council issues development approval for DA2020/016 being a domestic storage shed 
located at 50 The Cobb & Co Way Lot 61 61 DP 1071972 Gol Gol.  

That a division be called in accordance with s375A of the Local Government Act 1993 (NSW  

Detailed Report 

Purpose 

The purpose of this report is to provide sufficient information for Council to determine 
Development Application DA2020/016 having consideration to the detail provided both within 
this report and the development application. 

Background 

A Development application was lodged with Council on 14 February 2020 seeking consent 
for a domestic storage shed on the subject site.  

The application was publicly exhibited for 14 days as per Councils Community Participation 
Plan (CPP). Three objections were received, with the third objection submitted outside the 14 
day public exhibition time.  

The objections were sent to the applicant who provided a response addressing the issues 
raised in those objections.   

The applicant amended the site plan by moving the shed a further 2m from the front 
boundary, giving it a front setback of 15m.   

The amended site plan was publicly re-notified to the 3 objectors for 7 days, with all 3 
objectors submitting further objections to the proposed domestic storage shed. A fourth 
objection was received during the re-notification period.   

This application has been processed and is now being reported to Council for determination 
due to public interest shown during public exhibition period. 

Refer to Attachment 1 Development Application 2020/016.  

 

Matters under consideration 



Ordinary Meeting AGENDA 13 May 2020 

Page 232 

In determining a development application that requires consent, the consent authority must 
take into consideration matters prescribed in Section 4.15 of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979 as relevant to the development.  

The proposed development for a domestic storage shed is permitted with consent in the R5 
Large Lot Residential zone as outlined in the WLEP 2011.  

Due to the domestic nature of the proposed development, it was also assessed against 
Chapter 4 of the Wentworth Development Control Plan (DCP) 2011. The proposed 
development satisfied the relevant provisions of the Wentworth Development Control Plan 
(DCP) 2011. For further details, refer to the Assessment Report. 

A total of three submissions were received during the initial notification period and four during 
the re-notification of the amended site plan for the development application.  

All of the submissions received were objections.  

The main issues raised by the objectors and officer comments are as follows: 

1. Overlooking  

Officer Comments: The proposed development is for shed, and no windows will be 

facing the nearest adjoining property.  

2. Over shadowing 

Officer Comments: The storage shed is single storey, similar to other sheds in the area. 

Overshadowing of the proposed storage shed is not anticipated to impact any of the 
objectors’ properties with overall impacts being acceptable in this case.     

3. Visual impact: Past sheds have had negative visual impacts and proposed shed will 
increase that impact 

Officer Comments: Each development application is assessed on its own merit. As 
there are no local instruments for WSC which can address visual impacts of domestic 
storage sheds the proposal the assessment was done using the Planning Principles. 

Assessment using the principles set by Roseth CS in “Veloshin v Randwick Council 
[2007] NSWLEC 428 I” are as follows: 

Are the impacts consistent with impacts that may be reasonably expected under the 
controls? – No controls in place for size and height of domestic storage sheds on the 

subject land. 

How does the proposal’s height and bulk relate to the height and bulk desired under the 
relevant controls? – No controls in place for size and height of domestic storage sheds on 

the subject land. 

Does the area have a predominant existing character and are the planning controls likely 
to maintain it? – The character for the area is for storage sheds to be in the front yard and 

dwellings in the rear, which the development is consistent with. No controls in place for 
size and height of domestic storage sheds on the subject land 

Does the proposal fit into the existing character of the area? – The character of the area 

is for dwellings to be located facing the river and sheds to be in the road frontage. The 
draft BGGSP advocates mixed residential in the area which allows for different types of 
design and sizes for residential and domestic developments.   

Is the proposal consistent with the bulk and character intended by the planning controls? 
- No controls in place for size and height of domestic storage sheds on the subject land 

The DA will also be conditioned to mitigate any potential negative visual impacts.   

4. Industrial use of the storage shed leading to extra traffic with negative impacts on road 
safety. 

Officer Comments: The storage shed will be used for residential purposes as stated by 
the applicant and conditions will be imposed to ensure that. Should the shed be used for 
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any other purposes e.g. industrial, that will be in contravention of the approval and 
Council will take the necessary compliance actions. 

5. Negative impact on land value  

Officer Comments: The land value impact of the development is not a matter for 

consideration during assessment of a DA.   

6. Noise from shed doors  

Officer Comments: The objection is not relevant for this application given that are other 

sheds are located in the area. The noise from the shed doors is not anticipated to be 
significant enough to affect the amenity of the area.  

7. Storage shed to big compared to other sheds in the area  

Officer Comments: Shed sizes are assessed on a case by case basis.     

Based on the assessment of the application and submissions received as part of the 
notification process, it is determined that the proposed development is consistent with the 
WLEP 2011 and the relevant provisions of Wentworth Development Control Plan 2011.  

Refer to Attachment 2 Assessment Report.   

Options  

Based on the information contained in this report, the options available to address this matter 
are to:  

Approve Development Application 2020/006 subject to conditions 

Legal, strategic, financial or policy implications 

Should Council issue a determination to the application, the applicant has the right to submit 
a request for review of the determination to Council under Section 8.2 of the Environmental 
Planning & Assessment Act 1987.  

The applicant also has the right to appeal the decision made by Council to the Land and 
Environment Court pursuant to Section 8.7 of the Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 
1987. 

Conclusion 

Having consideration to the content of this report it is concluded that the appropriate course 
of action is to approve DA 2020/016 subject to conditions contained within the report.  
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DA2020/016 STORAGE SHED 50 THE COBB AND CO WAY LOT 61 DP 1071972 GOL 
GOL 

SCHEDULE 1 

PRESCRIBED CONDITIONS imposed as per Clause 97(A), 98, 98A and 98B of the 

Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000 

1.  The construction of the storage shed must be carried out in accordance with the 
requirements of the Building Code of Australia. 

2.  A sign must be erected in a prominent position on any site on which building work, 
subdivision work or demolition work is being carried out: 

(i) Showing the name, address and telephone number of the principal 
certifying authority for the work, and 

(ii) Showing the name of principal contractor (if any) for any building work 
and a telephone number on which that person may be contacted outside 
working hours, and 

(iii) Stating that unauthorized entry to the work site is prohibited. 

 

3.  Any such sign is to be maintained while the building work, subdivision work or demolition 
work is being carried out, but must be removed when the work has been completed. 

 

GENERAL CONDITIONS imposed as per Section 4.17 of the Environmental Planning 

and Assessment Act 1979 

4.  The development hereby authorised shall be carried out strictly in accordance with the 
conditions of this approval and stamped approved plans and Basix Certificate listed 
below: 

 Site Plan by MH2 Engineering & Architectural Services; DGR No: MH2 2020-015; 
Sheet No: 1 of 1; Date: Mar ‘20  

 Floor & Elevation Plans by Mallee Sheds; Quotation No: 252660; Date: 
23/01/2020  

 

5.  Approval is for a storage shed. 

6.  This consent shall lapse and have no force or effect unless the use or development 
hereby permitted is physically commenced within 5 years of the date of this consent.  

7.  (a) An application for a construction certificate is to be made under Section 4.12 of 
the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 and construction 
certificate(s) issued under Sections 6.3, 6.4(a) and 6.7 of the Environmental; 
Planning and Assessment Act 1979 prior to any work commencing on the 

building. All work in relation to plans for the construction certificate(s) shall comply 
with the requirements of the Building Code of Australia, the Environmental 
Planning & Assessment Act, and regulations, SEPP (Building Sustainability Index) 
BASIX 2004 and the Local Government Act and Regulations thereunder. 

(b) Application is to be submitted to Council under the Local Government Act NSW 
1993 and approval given by Council under Section 68 of the Local Government 
Act NSW 1993 prior to any work being carried out to 

i. Carry out work to connect to a stormwater drainage system. 

8.  Prior to the issue of a Construction Certificate, the proponent must submit a Stormwater 
Management Plan prepared by a suitably qualified person to Council for approval.  
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9.  Before works commence, the owner / developer is to lodge with Wentworth Shire Council 
application for and payment of an Infrastructure Protection Permit and Bond. The amount 
of the Infrastructure Protection Permit and Bond payable shall be in accordance with 
Council’s Operational Plan Fees & Charges Schedule, based on the payment date. The 
Infrastructure Bond will be returned on completion of the construction of the proposed 
development, subject to no damage being done to the road, kerb, nature strip, drains and 
other services.  

The owner / developer is to arrange an inspection with an Officer of Wentworth Shire 
Council before any work commences on site. Any damage incurred to Council 
infrastructure will be repaired at the owner’s / developer’s expense and the balance of the 
Infrastructure Bond will be returned to the owner / developer on completion of the 
construction. 

 

10.  Subject to approval to commence works two days before any site works, building or 
demolition begins, the applicant must: 

(a) Forward to Council notice of commencement of work and appointment of Principal 
Certifying Authority. 

(b) Notify the adjoining owners that work will commence. 

 

11.  a) Before the work is commenced, the Council must be informed in writing of: 

 The name and contractor licence number of the licensee who has been 
contracted to do the work; or 

 The name and permit number of the owner/builder who intends to do the work. 

b) The Council is to be immediately informed in writing of similar details required in 
the above if: 

 A contract is entered into for the work to be undertaken by a different licensee; or 

 Arrangements for the completion of the work are otherwise changed. 

 

12.  Any normal building work will be restricted to the following hours in accordance with the 
NSW Interim Construction Noise Guideline: 

(a) Monday to Friday, 7.00am and 6.00pm 

(b) Saturdays, 8.00am to 1.00pm  

(c) No work is to be carried out on Sundays and public holidays. 

 

13.  A Road Opening Permit is required from the Wentworth Shire Council prior to any works / 
excavation within the road reserve ie water tapping, sewer, driveway crossings etc. 
Please contact Councils Roads & Engineering Department on Tel: (03) 5027 5027 to 
arrange a permit. 

14.  Any works undertaken in the subject land including building and filling shall not cause 
alteration to the previous drainage in the subject land or adjacent land. Any remedies 
required to discharge drainage water caused to be accumulated by the works associated 
with this permit shall be the responsibility of the applicant. 

15.  All stormwater discharged from the site shall be conveyed by means of underground 
drains to a legal point of discharge. Any construction works/drainage works should be 
carried out in a manner that eliminates water ponding i.e. all run off/stormwater should be 
diverted away from low lying poor surface drainage areas. 
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16.  All roof water, including overflows from rainwater tanks, if any, is to be collected by 
gutters and downpipes and discharged to a legal point of discharge. 

17.  All plumbing and drainage work are to be carried out by a plumber and drainer, or other 
authorised person, licensed with the New South Wales Department of Fair Trading. 

18.  Throughout the construction period, from commencement of work, a suitable rubbish 
containment structure is to be located on site and utilized to ensure the construction site 
is kept clean and safe at all times. 

19.  Toilet facilities are to be provided on or in the vicinity of the building site. The toilet must 
be connected to a public sewer, or if connection to a public sewer is not practicable, an 
approved chemical closet. The toilet facility must be installed on-site prior to the 
commencement of any other work. 

20.  A temporary hoarding or temporary construction site fence must be erected between the 
work site and adjoining lands before the works begin and must be kept in place until after 
the completion of the works if the works: 

(a)  could cause a danger, obstruction or inconvenience to pedestrian or vehicular traffic, 
or 

(b)  could cause damage to adjoining lands by falling objects, or 

(c)  involve the enclosure of a public place or part of a public place. 

21.  Fencing of the allotment, when erected, is to meet Council requirements and standards. 

22.  No building works are to encroach over any easements. 

23.  The building shall not be occupied or used until an Occupation Certificate is issued either 
by council or by an accredited certifier. 

24.  The proposed storage shed shall be clad in an approved non-reflective material e.g. 
colorbond. 

25.  The north elevation of the storage shed must be clad in a spotted gum material or similar. 

Reason: To reduce visual impact on the streetscape.  

26.  The beneficiary of this consent shall provide and maintain trees with a minimum height of 
5m at maturity on the north boundary of the subject site.  

 

Reason: To reduce visual impact on the streetscape. 

 

27.  The proposed storage shed has building classification of 10a and as such cannot be 
used for habitation. The storage shed is to be used for domestic purposes only, and any 
other activities proposed to be undertaken inside the shed shall be subject to a further 
development application. 

28.  If any object having interest due to its age or association with the past is uncovered 
during the course of the work: 

(a) All work must stop immediately in that area, and 

(b) The Office of Environment and Heritage must be advised of the discovery. 

 

29.  If any Aboriginal object is discovered and/or harmed in, or under the land, while 
undertaking the proposed development activities, the proponent must:  

 Not further harm the object  

 Immediately cease all work at the particular location  
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 Secure the area so as to avoid further harm to the Aboriginal object  

 Notify the Department of Planning, Industry and Environment as soon as practical 
on 131555, providing any details of the Aboriginal object and its location  

 Not recommence any work at the particular location unless authorised in writing 
by the Department of Planning, Industry and Environment.  

In the event that skeletal remains are unexpectedly encountered during the activity, work 
must stop immediately, the area secured to prevent unauthorised access and NSW 
Police and the Department of Planning, Industry and Environment contacted.  

 

 

REASONS FOR CONDITIONS 

 

 

a) To ensure compliance with the terms of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act. 

 

b) To ensure work is sustainable and that an appropriate level of provision of amenities and 
services occurs within the Shire and to occupants of lots. 

 

c) To minimise environmental impact and impact on public assets, degradation of natural 
resources and to enhance amenity. 

 

d) To provide for a quality environment, safe and efficient movement of people and to ensure 
public safety and interest.  

 

 

Attachments 

1. DA2020/016 Development Application (Under Separate Cover)⇨  

2. DA2020/016 Development Assessment Officer 4.15 Evaluation Report (Under 
Separate Cover)⇨  

3. DA2020/016 Applicant Response to Objections (Under Separate Cover)⇨  

4. DA2020/016 Objections Submitted in First Notification (Under Separate Cover)⇨  

5. DA2020/016 Objections Submitted in Second Notification (Under Separate 
Cover)⇨   

../../RedirectToInvalidFileName.asp?FileName=OC_13052020_ATT_EXCLUDED.PDF#PAGE=52
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9.12 PROJECTS AND WORKS REPORT UPDATE - APRIL 2020 

File Number: RPT/20/242 
 
Responsible Officer: Geoff Gunn - Director Roads and Engineering  
Responsible Division: Roads and Engineering  
Reporting Officer: Allan Eastmond - Manager Works  
 
Objective: 3.0 Wentworth is a community that works to enhance and 

protect its physical and natural assets 
Strategy: 3.2 Plan for and develop the right assets and infrastructure       

Summary 

This report provides a summary of the major works undertaken by the Roads and 
Engineering Division which have been completed during the month of April 2020 and the 
planned works for May 2020. 

Recommendation 

That Council notes the major works undertaken for April and the proposed works for May 
2020.  

 

Detailed Report 

During April, the Roads and Engineering Division continued with maintenance grading on 
identified roads to remove known hazards and improve surface conditions.  
 

Other projects:   

Continued carting of water to property owners who do not have access to potable water, the 
carting will continue until otherwise advised.  

May will see major works continuing on the Gol Gol Water Treatment Plant electrical and 
process upgrade, Wentworth and Dareton Sewer Upgrades and the Wentworth Aerodrome. 
 
Aerodrome Update - 

The project is running to schedule with preliminary Drainage construction and clearing and 
grubbing of the site are underway together with the establishment of survey set out markers.   
 

Safe and Secure Water Funding - Pooncarie Bores  

Final works continuing; including the completion of the Raw Water river supply change over 
works and system testing procedures.  
 

Public Toilets and COVID-19 - 

Public toilet cleaning schedule remains the same with contractors instructed to pay extra 
attention to frequently touched surfaces and include a mixture of bleach with disinfectant for 
surface cleaning. 

Toilets closed to the public are Strother Park and McLeod Oval. 
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Attachments 

1. Attachment 1 - Project and Works Update⇩   

2. Attachment 2 - Project and Works Photos⇩    
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Works ongoing during April 2020 

 
Roads   Construction on a 500m section of segment 130 Sturt Highway Trentham 

Rehabilitation. Site established 15 April. 

 Stabilisation of Sub Base layer completed 26 April, and installation of Base Layer 

Class 1 on schedule for completion 4 May 2020.  

 Palm Island Garden Upgrade Works Wentworth, to commence the second week 

May. The project scope includes; clearing of the site, installation of new irrigation 

system, preparation, set out and completion of new plantings  

 

Maintenance Grading 

 Due to the rainfall in April Roads and Engineering have scheduled continued 

maintenance grading to remove known hazards and improve the conditions of the 

roads on the following roads; Full length grade of - Pooncarie-Menindee, Karpa 

Kora, Anabranch Mail Road, and Milengay Road, grading also on Nob, Wilkara, 

Ivanhoe and Lower Darling Road.  

 

Projects Wentworth Aerodrome 

 Design submitted to Essential Energy for approval for the electrical infrastructure 

upgrade.    

 The tender documentation for the supply and installation of the aerodrome runway 

and apron lighting has been advertised with tenders closing 19 May.  

 Preliminary drainage works continuing. 

 Site office established at entrance to Aerodrome.   

 Runway material supply continues and should be completed by end of May 2020.  

 Airport operations are now closed for the duration of the upgrade works.  

 

Dareton Sewer Upgrade 

 Power poles and infrastructure delivered to site for Golf Course Road pump station 

upgrade.  

 Repair method of defective Namatjira Sewerage Lagoon linings submitted for 

assessment for works approval to commence in May 2020.  

 

Wentworth Sewer Upgrade 

 The third lagoon relining is 80% compete. 

 Air valves have been fitted to new main on East side of Pooncarie Road, valves on 

West side has started to be installed. 

 Main on East side of Pooncarie Road being filled with water in readiness for 

pressure testing. 

 

Gol Gol Water Treatment Plant Electrical and Process upgrade 

 VSD installed to Switch room now complete.  

 Midway switchboard upgrade completed, and the installation of new cabling and 

telemetry completed. 

 Tree trimming and removal completed at Raw Water Pump Station 

 Switchboards have arrived and factory acceptance testing currently underway on 
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the following switchboards: Settled water MCC, Gol Gol East switchboard, Lime 

room switchboard, PAC dosing switchboard, Filters Switchboard, Balance Tank 

cabinet and some smaller Local control panels.  

 Raw water pump and changes to pipework for new irrigation system completed 

 Fire Hydrant concrete pad has been installed. 

 Concrete pad for new handrailing has been installed. 

 Flocculation mixer installed. 

 

Buronga EDS 

 The contractor has put works on hold due to current restrictions with the 

government restrictions with COVID-19, contractor will review this when restrictions 

are lifted in 11 May.   

 

Wentworth Riverfront 

 Landscape design request for quote (RFQ) has been awarded to Design Well 

Landscaping and Architecture. 

 Aerial survey of the area undertaken by Council. 

 

Buronga Depot (Machinery Shed) Extension 

 Construction commenced Thursday 30 April. 

 Anticipated completion to lock up 7-10 days. 

 

Safe and Secure Water Funding 

Pooncarie Bores;  

 EMM Consulting, Hydrogeologist specializing in ground water management has 

been engaged to undertake testing of Pooncarie Bores 

 Multi stage pump testing started on Monday 27 April. Pump water at differing rates 

for 500 minutes, to determine bores flow rates and water level averages. 

Conducted for each bore 

 48 hour pump test, started 6:00am Thursday 30 April at raw water pump station 

bore, to determine life expectancy of bore and determine flow rates for use. To be 

done for each bore 

 A ground management plan and reporting of bores data will be written and lodged 

with DPI water for Water Access Licensing (WAL) for ongoing use as secondary 

water systems for Pooncarie Township 

 Raw water pump station – River pumps on Darling River were turned on and water 

restriction lifted Tuesday 21 April (Bores temporarily, turned off). 

 

Toilet Upgrades 

Secondary Tiling Works 

 Floor tiling has commenced at O’Donnell Park toilets in Curlwaa – scheduled for 

completion Monday 4 May. 

 The remaining tiling locations on track to be completed by mid to late May. 

 All tiling works being completed by Tile Centre Mildura. 

 

Painting Works 
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 COVID-19 has impacted Karym Cleaning Services ability for the painting works, 

works are now anticipated to be completed by the end of May.   

Paint locations remaining  

 Short Street – painting completed, internal fit out completed, hand dryer installed. 

 Alcheringa Oval – painting completed. 

 Gol Gol Cemetery – currently being painted. 

 Midway Centre – currently being painted. 

 Wetlands – scheduled to be painted. 

Darling Street  

 Demolition works are currently underway. 

 

Wentworth & Dareton Pool Tiling  

 Request for quote (RFQ) closing date has been extended to Monday 4 May, with 

works to commence following assessment and awarding of tender.  

 

Willow Bend Caravan Park Upgrade 

 Works involve the upgrade of the existing Essential Energy high voltage power 

supply at the caravan park. This works will involve a level 3 Accredited Service 

Provider to undertake the design works for approval by Essential Energy. The 

works have been awarded to Vertex Power and Process. 

 A new, larger transformer will also be installed in the process to cater for the 

proposed demand.  

 

Stronger Country Communities Grant Funded Projects 
 
 Curlwaa Hall 

 Entrance and car parking area completed. 

 Irrigation modification completed. 

 Certificates of Practical Completion issued to both CPM Building Contractors and 

Mallee Sheds certifying works have been completed to satisfaction. The building 

will now enter into 12-month maintenance period. 

 Formal opening to be considered in due course. 

  

Barrett Pavilion 

 Minor structural engineering design changes required to ensure bracing of the 

structure can be sufficient without impacting on window locations 

 Further rain delays encountered in past month 

 Majority of underground service complete including full septic system 

 All framework complete, door jams and window frames placed 

 Safety mesh placed across the whole roof, ready for the placement of insulation  

 Post holes completed for veranda columns.  

 

 

 

 

George Gordon Netball Courts 
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 Light poles and fittings erected early April, with plans to make final alignment 

adjustments when the lux readings are undertaken. The lux readings have been 

pushed back due to interstate travel restrictions.  

 Stormwater main and outlet installation completed. 

 Bluestone crusher dust has been installed around court perimeter.  

 Chain mesh fence posts and top chords installed end of April.  

 Player boxes and seating, infrastructure ordered with delivery anticipated for May 

 Anticipated completion of project May 2020.   

 

Wentworth Sporting Complex 

 Final pavement layer has been placed and compacted 

 Class 4 Road base installed with compaction tests undertaken.   

 Works scheduled for completion in May by Oasis Unmatched. 
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Works ongoing during May 2020 
 
Roads   Reconstruction of Seg 130Sturt Highway Trentham to be completed and primer 

sealed second week May. 
 
Maintenance Grading 

 Due to the continuous rainfall Roads and Engineering have scheduled continued 

maintenance grading to remove known hazards and improve the conditions of the 

roads on the following roads; Rufus River, Renmark and Tooperoopna Road. 

 
Projects Wentworth Aerodrome 

 Earthworks construction to commence second week May.  

 The installation of drainage culverts to commence third week of May 2020. 

 Installation of Runway Lighting Duct Banks to commence last week of May 2020.  

 Runway material supply continuing and due to be completed by end May 2020.  

 

Dareton Sewer Upgrade 

 Works to commence on rectification of lagoon liners. 

 Continuation of power upgrade works for Golf Course Road pump station. 

 

Wentworth Sewer Upgrade 

 Begin installation of new pumps and switchboard upgrade at SPS 1 

 Finalise works on third lagoon 

 Complete pressure testing on East main and sections of west side main 

 Complete crossing of Silver City Highway with under road bore. 

 

Gol Gol Water Treatment Plant Electrical and Process upgrade 

 Commence modifications to Raw Water Pump Station switch room. 

 Commence installation of Balance tank drainage and telemetry mast. 

 Complete modifications to storm water drainage at Inlet works area 

 Complete Factory Acceptance Testing (FAT) of switchboards 

 Lagoon 2 refurbishment – start cleaning out of lagoon, in readiness for new liner. 

 

Buronga EDS 

 COVID-19 restrictions are set to be lifted 11 May, the contractor will review works 

schedule then and notify Council.  

 

Buronga Riverfront  

 Detailed design of landscape area to be advertised May. 

 Walking and cycling tracks to be advertised May. 

 

Buronga Shed Extension  

 Continuation of works, expected completing end of May.  

 

 

Toilet Upgrades 
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Paint locations remaining scheduled to commence May   

 Coomealla Cemetery – scheduled to be painted. 

 O’Donnell Park – scheduled to be painted. 

 McLeod Oval – scheduled to be painted. 

James King Park 

 Contractor experienced some supply issues from suppliers due to COVID-19, 

Expected project completion third week May. 

Darling Street  

 Demolition works are to be completed end of May. 

 

Wentworth & Dareton Pool Tiling  

 RFQ closing date closes Monday 4 May 2020. 

 Evaluation of RFQ to be done and contractor awarded mid-May. 

 

Willow Bend Caravan Park Upgrade 

 Stage 2 design works are scheduled to begin mid-May. Works are to include the 

installation of three switchboards, underground low voltage supply mains through the 

caravan park along the levee bank, and a temporary supply main (also underground) 

to the existing metering pole.  

 

Stronger Country Communities Grant Funded Projects 

 

 Barrett Pavilion 

 Installation of insulation in roofing to commence early May. 

 Sheet roofing and wall cladding to commence following installation of approved 

insulation blanket. 

 

George Gordon Netball Courts 

 Installation of concrete pads together with player boxes and seating to be completed 

in May.  

 Shade structure to be ordered early May.  

 Bollards to be installed.  

 Concrete path between courts and synthetic turf to be installed. 

 Remaining fence works to be completed by May. 

 

Wentworth Sporting Complex 

 Stone layer to be installed during May.  

 Ditch walls to be repaired and reconstructed throughout May. 

 The synthetic turf installation completed.  
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10 NOTICES OF MOTIONS / QUESTIONS WITH NOTICE 

Nil  
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11 CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS – ADJOURNMENT INTO CLOSED 
SESSION 

Despite the right of members of the public to attend meetings of a council, the council 
may choose to close to the public, parts of the meeting that involve the discussion or 
receipt of certain matters as prescribed under section 10A(2) of the Local 
Government Act.  

With the exception of matters concerning particular individuals (other than councillors) 
(10A(2)(a)), matters involving the personal hardship of a resident or ratepayer 
(10A(2)(b)) or matters that would disclose a trade secret (10A(2)(d)(iii)), council must 
be satisfied that discussion of the matter in an open meeting would, on balance, be 
contrary to the public interest.   

The Act requires council to close the meting formonly so much of the discussion as is 
necessary to preserve the relevant confidentiality, privilege or security being 
protected. (section 10B(1)(a)) 

Section 10A(4) of the Act provides that a council may allow members of the public to 
make representations to or at a meeting, before any part of the meeting is closed to 
the public, as to whether that part of the meeting should be closed. 

Section 10B(4) of the Act stipulates that for the purpose of determining whether the 
discussion of a matter in an open meeting would be contrary to the public interest, it 
is irrelevant that:- 

(a)  a person may misinterpret or misunderstand the discussion, or 

(b)  the discussion of the matter may -  

(i)  cause embarrassment to the council or committee concerned, or to 
councillors or to employees of the council, or 

(ii)  cause a loss of confidence in the council or committee. 

 

Recommendation 

That Council adjourns into Closed Session, that  the livestream of the meeting be 
discontinued, and access to the correspondence and reports relating to the items 
considered during the course of the Closed Session be withheld unless declassified 
by separate resolution. 

This action is taken in accordance with Section 10A(2) of the Local Government Act, 
1993 as the items listed come within the following provisions:-:.  

Procurement of Road Base Materials for Transport for NSW Ordered Works. 
(RPT/20/287) 

This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section 10A(2) of the 
Local Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for 
business relating to (d) (i) commercial information of a confidential nature that would, if 
disclosed prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied it.  On balance, 
the public interest in preserving the confidentiality of information about the item 
outweighs the public interest in maintaining openness and transparency in council 
decision-making. 
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12 OPEN COUNCIL - REPORT FROM CLOSED COUNCIL 

12.1 PROCUREMENT OF ROAD BASE MATERIALS FOR TRANSPORT FOR NSW 
ORDERED WORKS 

File Number: RPT/20/287 
 
Responsible Officer: Ken Ross - General Manager  
Responsible Division: Office of the General Manager  
Reporting Officer: Geoff Gunn - Director Roads and Engineering  
 
Objective: 4.0 Wentworth is a caring, supportive and inclusive community 

that is informed and engaged in its future 
Strategy: 4.1 Provide strong and effective representation, leadership, 

planning,  decision-making and service delivery      

REASON FOR CONFIDENTIALITY 

This item is classified CONFIDENTIAL under the provisions of Section 10A(2) of the Local 
Government Act 1993, which permits the meeting to be closed to the public for business relating to (d) 
(i) commercial information of a confidential nature that would, if disclosed prejudice the commercial 
position of the person who supplied it.  On balance, the public interest in preserving the confidentiality 
of information about the item outweighs the public interest in maintaining openness and transparency 
in council decision-making.  
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13 CONCLUSION OF THE MEETING 

NEXT MEETING 

24 June 2020  
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