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   WENTWORTH SHIRE COUNCIL

NEWSLETTER
òKeeping our community informedó

The end of a Shire era
Howard Clay, Councilôs Senior Engineer, retired from the Shire on May 18. 

Howard spent the best part of his life in Local Government, 28 years with the 
Wentworth Shire preceded by 14 years  at the Oakleigh Shire in Melbourne. 
Councillors honoured Howard with a special invitation to their post-monthly 

meeting lunch following their May meeting at the Old Wentworth Gaol. Howard 
is pictured above receiving a token marking his years of service for Council from 
Mayor, Cr Margaret Thomson. The present was a small brass stature of a man 

panning for gold.

THE rate rise of up to 20 percent, 
foreshadowed some weeks ago and 
the result of the separation of land and 
water values, will not go ahead.

New State Government legislation 
will allow Council to use last yearôs 
land valuations for rating purposes after 
acknowledging the separation of values 
would have a negative impact on Local 
Government revenues.

Wentworth Shire Council, for example, 
had been staring at a shortfall of nearly 
$250,000, a signiýcant amount from an 
annual budget of about $13million.

The legislative safety net was the result 
of intensive lobbying by a number of 
municipal councils, including Wentworth 
Shire Council.

Welcoming the legislative change, 
Wentworth Shire Mayor, Cr Margaret 
Thomson, described it as ña great relief for 
Council and our ratepayersò.

ñThis means that rate increases of up to 
20 percent will not happen,ò she promised.

ñIt also means that the rates revenue 
shortfall that needed to be recovered 
by Council, and talked about at recent 
community consultation meetings, is no 
longer necessary,ò she said.

The Mayor described the legislative 
change as ñmost welcomeò and said it 
gave ñcouncils affected by land and water 
separation more time to work with the 
State Government to develop sensible and 
reasonable solutions for the futureò.

  ñWhile it has been a very frustrating 
process I am pleased that the new Minister 
for Local Government, Paul Lynch, was 

Big rate rise averted
No 20 percent increase this year, says Mayor

Continued on Page 2
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Meet your councillors....

Cr Sue Nichols
9/226 Adams Street
Wentworth
NSW 2648
Tel. (03) 5027 2371
Email:
CrNichols@wentworth.nsw.gov.au

Cr Cherie Ribarits
P.O. Box 450,
Gol Gol. 2738.
Tel. (03) 5024 0328
Email:
CrRibarits@wentworth.nsw.gov.au

Cr Jim Macri
P.O. Box 120,
Buronga. 2739.
Tel. (03) 5022 2931
Email:
CrMacri@wentworth.nsw.gov.au

Cr Brian Wakeýeld
28 Wood Street
Gol Gol
NSW 2739
Tel. (03) 5024 8981
Email:
CrWakeýeld@wentworth.nsw.gov.au

Please note: Don 
McKinnon will be 

sworn in as a Councillor  
at the next Council 

meeting on Wednesday, 
June 20 at 9am in the 
Shireôs Short Street 

Chambers.  

able to make the necessary changes in time 
for this yearôs Management Plan,ò Mayor 
Thomson said. 

The Mayor went on to say that Councilôs 
Management Plan, now in draft form and on 
exhibition for public comment, had taken the 
new legislation into account.

 ñThe rating model now will use last yearôs 
land valuations (which includes the water 
component) and, therefore, the effect will be 
no big increases or decreases.ò 

The Management Plan has adopted a 3.4 
percent rate increase (on last yearôs rates) 
to keep pace with inþation. This amount is 
also the rate pegging limit approved by the 
Minister for Local Government in mid-May.

The Management Plan for the 2007/2008 is 
set to be adopted at Councilôs June 20 monthly 
meeting, after due consideration of any 
submissions received.  Some of the initiatives 
included in the Plan are:

Å Completion of LEP (Updated planning 
scheme).

Å Kerb and guttering at Buronga
Å Wentworth Town Hall refurbishment
Å Rural Property Numbering
Å Murray Street land acquisition 

ï Wentworth
Å Skate park ï Dareton
Å Riverboat pump station upgrade
Å Pitman Avenue/Midway Drainage Basin 

Stage 1
Å Sewer treatment plant modiýcations
Å Replacement of Pooncarie Weir (including 

ýsh passage)
The Mayor said that while the deferral in 

relation to the land and water situation was 
the right thing to do at this very difýcult time, 
Council would continue to face other short-
term challenges that could impact on next 
yearôs budget. 

 ñThe loss of water revenue due to restrictions 
caused by the cuts to water allocations, is one 
such issue. 

ñThat could have a major impact on the 
budget.  Council will be monitoring the 
situation closely and making changes where 
appropriate,ò she said.

ñThe General Manager, Peter Kozlowski, 
has already þagged a major review of all 
Council services during the next ýnancial year 
to promote better practices and efýciencies in 
Shireôs operations. 

ñI also look forward to seeing Mr 
Kozlowskiôs implementation plan in relation 
to the recommendations contained in the 
Organisational Review 2006.ò

Continued from Page 1

No big rate 
rise for 2007

The Mayor
Cr. Margaret Thomson 
P.O. Box 19,
Curlwaa. 2648.
Tel. (03) 5027 6254
Email: 
Mayor@wentworht.nsw.gov.au

Cr. Warren Ward
P.O. Box 75,
Dareton. 2717.
Tel. (03) 5027 6272
Email:
CrWard@wentworth.nsw.gov.au

Deputy Mayor
Cr. Mark King
Pomona. Via Wentworth. 2648.
Tel. (03) 5027 3504
Email:
CrKing@wentworth.nsw.gov.au

Cr. Bill Wheeldon
P.O. Box 90,
Wentworth. 2648.
Tel. (03) 5027 3722
Email:
CrWheeldon@wentworth.nsw.gov.au
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TYPE OF CONSUMER

Household Use No Restrictions

Evaporative Air conditioners No Restrictions

Garden Watering Sprinklers 2hr a day

Swimming Pools Private Filling of pools prohibited

Wash paved areas and roof Buckets only except as required by law

PUBLIC COMMERCIAL

Public Gardens Sprinklers 2hrs a day

Sports grounds Sprinklers 2hrs a day

Market Gardens and Orchards Sprinklers 6hrs a day

Nurseries & Commercial Flower Gardens Sprinklers 2hrs a day

Washing Motor Vehicles Manual ï Buckets only

Bowling Greens Sprinklers 2hrs a day

Fountains No Restrictions

Water Cartage from Town Supply No Restrictions

Automatic þush toilets No Restrictions

INDUSTRIAL

Soft Drink Manufacturer No Restrictions

Ready Mixed Concrete No Restrictions

Others No Restrictions

HORTICULTURE

Horticulture Under Review

Water restrictions now apply
THE Shire advises 
residents that  water 
restrictions are now 
if force.

And the Mayor, Cr 
Margaret Thomson, 
has warned it is liklely 
tougher restrictions 
wil be enforced in 
coming months.

ñUnless we receive 
signiýcant rainfall 
in this wiunter and 
spring,  and the 
Stateôs resevoirs start 
to ýll, I am expecting 
progressively tougher 
restrictions as the year 
wears on.

ñThe Shire will do 
everythging it can to 
keep our residents 
abreast of any new 
developments in the 
water situation and 
any changes to the 
restriction regime,ò 
she said.

Council advises that 
further restrictions are 
likely to be imposed 
from July 1, 2007 and 
urges all consumers to 
continue to use water 
only when absolutely 
necessary.

Water saving ideas 
and tips are available 
from the Councilôs 
website or from 
Councilôs head ofýce 
at 26-28 Adelaide 
Street, Wentworth.

For those without 
internet access, the 
Shireôs libraries at 
Wentworth, Dareton 
and Buronga all 
offer public access 
computers.

The report 
on the recent  

Organisational 
Review of Council  

has now been 
posted publicly 

on Councilôs 
website, just 

follow the ó2006 
Organisational 

Reviewô link from 
the home page.

Review now
on website



Page 4     Wentworth Shire Council newsletter Wentworth Shire Council newsletter            Page 5

Pesticide plan 
COUNCIL has adopted a Pesticide Use 
Notiýcation Plan, enabling Council to 
fulýl its obligation to comply with the 
Pesticides Regulation 1995.

Following adoption of a draft plan in 
March, public comment was invited for 
the ýnal draft. Council did not receive 
any submissions or comments during 
this period of community consultation.

The plan will now be published in 
the NSW Government Gazette and the 
Environment Protection Authority will 
be advised that Council has ýnalised a 
Pesticide Use Notiýcation Plan.

Meanwhile, procedures have been 
developed to ensure Council staff 
complies with requirements of the plan.

However, after adopting the plan at 
the latest monthly meeting, Councillors 
Sue Nichols and Cr Warren Ward moved 
a further resolution that a letter be sent 
to the New South Wales, Victorian and 
South Australian State Governments 
raising Councilôs concerns about the 
inconsistencies of the administration 
of pesticide regulations across State 
boundaries. The motion was carried.

Rural numbering
THE Shire is preparing to progress 
the installation of a rural numbering 
system for the rural areas of the Shire 
in the new ýnancial year. However, 
Councillors were told at their latest 
monthly meeting that discussions 
would be required with adjoining 
municipalities and roads authorities 
so that consistent rural numbering of 
roads can be achieved for roads that 
continue across Wentworth Council 
Shire boundaries.

Councillors were told a future report 
will articulate options in relation to 
issues including:
a) Selection of appropriate signage 

including costs.
b) The options available for the 

erection of signage and costs
c) The options available for 

recouping and/or sharing of the 
costs of installing the numbering 
system.

d) Resources required to maintain 
and service the Rural Numbering 
program into the future.

e) Timetable for rolling out of the 
system to the rural sector of the 
Shire.

Monies have been provided in the 
Draft Budget for 2007/08 to progress 
installation of Rural Numbering.

COUNCILLORS have voted to take a 
more proactive role in the management 
of an important recreation reserve in 
Pooncarie.

Known as Reserve 6, it is the land 
that is currently home to the racecourse, 
gymkhana and polo ýelds as well as the 
townôs gun club.

Councilôs move to become the trustee 
of the area will effectively formalise 
management responsibility on a piece 
of land that can trace its history back 
at least as far as the middle of the 19th 
century.

Historically, Councillors were told at 
their latest monthly meeting, Reserve 6 
was set aside from sale for ópublic useô 
on August 8, 1862 and then designated 
a óTemporary Commonô and again 
reserved from sale on February 12, 
1883.

But, until now there have been no 
moves to formalise it status, but it has 
always been considered a common and 
for the use of the residents of the town.

The change of purpose to public 
recreation could not proceed in the past, 
Councillors heard, ñbecause Native 
Title over the land was not deemed to be 
extinguishedò.

In her report to Council, the Shireôs 
Reserves and Acquisitions Ofýcer, 
Kathy Collinson, said: ñThe Department 
of Natural Resources have advised that 
it is now in the position to propose to add 
the uses ópublic recreationô and óurban 
servicesô to permissible land uses.

ñDue to the multi use nature of the 
reserve it is proposed that Council 
become trustees for the land,ò the report 
said.

ñCouncil needs to consider the long-
term management of the reserve and 
while Council could divest trusteeship 
to individual user groups, that may 
impact on the overall plan for the reserve 
and ultimately result in conþicting 
requirements for the reserve.ò

Councillors agreed that the Shire 
should assume responsibility for 
the land as trustees and also that the 
Pooncarie community be offered the 
opportunity to submit proposals for the 
naming of the reserve.

Mayor, Cr Margaret Thomson, said 
the Department of Natural Resources 
had, in recent times, found the means 

to formalise the occupation of reserves 
that were once subject to Native Title 
considerations.

ñAs these reserves become available 
there is a beneýt to the community in 
accepting the trusteeship for the future 
enjoyment of the community.ò

Meanwhile, Council will consider 
relinquishing the trusteeship of a strip of 
riverfront land sought by the Australian 
Inland Botanical Gardens (AIBG).

Currently the AIBG are Trust 
Managers of the area adjacent to the 
lot in question and are developing 
a Property Vegetation Plan for the 
adjacent area and it would be ñlogical 
to include the land currently held in 
trusteeship by the Shireò, Councillors 
were told in a report. 

 ñThe beneýt to Council of 
relinquishing this reserve is that it would 
relieve Council of the responsibility 
of managing a long, thin strip of river 
frontage that has no direct road access,ò 
the report said.

ñThe beneýt to AIBG is that the reserve 
would enhance the ability of the AIBG 
to develop, for public appreciation, the 
óAboriginalityô of the area.

ñIt would also enable the AIBG 
to have access directly to the river 
which will assist in developing and 
expanding the aims and objectives of 
the Gardens.ò

However, Councillors sought more 
information before they make a ýnal 
decision and the issue will be the subject 
of a future report to Council.

Council takes control
of  Pooncarie reserve

Council meetings
THE next four monthly meetings 

on Council will be held on 
Wednesday, June 20, Wednesday,  

July 11, Wednesday, August 15 and 
Wednesday, September 19.

All meetings will be held in the 
Council Chambers, Short Street, 

Wentworth, starting at 9am.
The public is encouraged to attend.

The September is the annual 
statutory meeting when the Mayor 
is elected along with the  Deputy 

Mayor  and community committee 
membership is ratiýed.
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Aerodrome
land sale
ýnalised

COUNCIL has ýnalised the sale of 
land at the Wentworth Aerodrome to 
the Sunraysia Sport Aircraft Club.

The proposal to expand the clubôs 
holding at the aerodrome was ýrst 
mooted more than a decade ago, but 
the process only began in earnest 
in February 2005 when Council 
formally agreed to the sale and that 
the price be set at  $10,000.

Councillors also agreed at the 
time that in a spirit of support for 
the Club, a popular community 
organisation, that it would bear the 
cost of the subdivision of the land 
from the aerodrome proper and allow 
the club ýve years to pay.

The Club has paid an initial deposit 
of $2000. Four more payments, each 
of  $2000, are due on the anniversary 
of the signing of the contract.

The subdivision has been 
completed, and Council now has 
the Certiýcate of Title. This will 
and this will be relinquished to the 
Sunraysia Sport Aircraft Club once 
full payment is made, Mayor, Cr 
Margaret Thomson, said.

ñThe Sunraysia Sport Aircraft 
Club has been an exemplary tenant 
of the aerodrome and it is a busy 
place on the weekends as people from 
across the district pursue their þying 
activities.

ñThe Shire is happy to be able to 
assist the club secure its future at the 
aerodrome.ò

The sport aircraft club plans 
to use the new site to expand its 
infrastructure at the aerodrome 
including hangars for club member 
aircraft.

Rain enables roadworks
RECENT rain has enabled much-needed 
grading of unsealed roads..

Roads to receive a grade include Gol Gol, 
Garnpang and Roo Roo Roads as well as 
the Pooncarie / Menindee and Polia Roads.

The Shire has employed contractors 
to undertake some of the work and they 
have been concentrating on the Arumpo, 
Wamberra, Downham, Ellerslie North and 
Top Hut Roads among others.

COUNCIL advises  residents and 
ratepayers of the Shire that due to 
circumstances beyond its control, 
the Wentworth and Dareton Medical 
Practices will be temporarily closed 
for three to four weeks. 

In case of emergencies, Council 
advises patients to attend their 
nearest hospital.

Council wishes to apologise for this 

inconvenience and assure residents it 
is doing all in its power to reinstate 
the service as soon as possible, Mayor, 
Cr Margaret Thomson, said saying 
Council regarded the parctrice as ñan 
essential serviceò.

Questions regarding the closure 
should be directed to the Wentworth 
Medical Practice telephone 5027 
2366.

Medical practice closure

THREE community consultation 
meetings, called by Council to 
highlight the issues surrounding the 
land and water separation, had been 
ñbeneýcialò for both the Shire and 
residents.

Mayor, Cr Margaret Thomson, said 
the level of community understanding 
on the issue of land and water separation 
had increased, while the community 
had imparted valuable information for 
Councillors and managers to consider in 
terms of short and long term planning.

The Shire hosted the meetings at 
Buronga on April 26 and Dareton on 
April 30 and in Wentworth on May 1.

The meetings, the Mayor said, 
ñconveyed important information about 
the issue of water and land separation, 
provided details about capital projects and 

Community forums
on land and water
óbeneýcialô: Mayor

provided information on the Management 
Plan and future considerations on water 
restrictionsò.

ñIt was also a good opportunity for 
residents to ask questions,ò the Mayor 
said.

Eight people attended the Buronga 
meeting while there were 19 people 
at Dareton and 23 at Wentworth along 
with Councillors and Councilôs senior 
management team.

Shire general manager, Peter 
Koslowski, said ñnotes were taken at 
each meeting, including the questions 
raised by residentsò.

Copies of the meeting notes are now 
available from the Shire, either in hard 
copy from the head ofýce in Wentworth 
or on Councilôs website at www.wentwo
rth.nsw.gov.au. 

Å The Wentworth Artsô Sweatbox Art & Furniture Competition returns this 
month, proudly supported by Wentworth Shire Council. The ofýcial opening 

of this yearôs exhibition will be 11am on Saturday, June 30, and it will run 
for a  week after. Naming rights sponsor representative, Chris Ellis, from 

Sunbeam Foods, left, talks sweatbox art with regular contributor Steve Futo 
from Daylesford.
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Shire ofþces: 26-28 Adelaide Street,
                      WENTWORTH NSW

                      2648
or:                 Post Ofýce Box 81

                       WENTWORTH NSW
                      2648

Telephone:    (03) 5027 5027
Facsimile:     (03) 5027 5000

email: council@wentworth.nsw.gov.au

Libraries
     Wentworth: (03) 5027 5060
     Dareton: (03) 5027 4258
     Buronga: (03) 5023 3078

Shire after hours emergency
number: (03) 5027 5091

For all water, sewerage, rubbish tip 
hours, emergency dog matters, stray 

stock and cemetery emergencies.

Shire contacts

Playground upgrade
AS per Councilôs ýve-year playground 
management plan obsolete playground 
equipment has been removed and 
replaced at Sturt Park and Strother 
Park in Wentworth, at the Police Park 
Buronga.

DrumMuster latest
A DRUM collection conducted at 
Ellerslie Tip recently at the request 
of the local progress association in an 
effort to promote recycling at the tip 
has been hailed a success..

And meanwhile, a mobile 
processing compactor unit collected 
approximately 1350, 20-litre and 160 
smaller containers at  Buronga and a 
further  950 20-litre containers from 
the Dareton transfer station.

The processed drums are returned to 
the drum manufacturers for recycling 
purposes.

Roundabout  beautiýcation
WORKS have began on the completion 
of the beautiýcation of the Buronga 
roundabout.

Funds for this project have been 
allocated by the Road Trafýc 
Authority.

COUNCIL has been notiýed it has 
been successful in securing a Sport 
& Recreation Grant of $7000 for 
shade structures at the Dareton and 
Wentworth pools.

A capital works allocation request 
of  $15,000 has now been included 
in 2007/2008 Budget to complete the 
project.

Meanwhile, an inspection has 
revealed the Wentworth Pool 
requires painting.

A specialist contractor has told 

Council grit blasting is necessary to 
ensure satisfactory preparation of 
the surfaces to be painted. 

A quote for this work has not yet 
been received but is expected to be in 
excess of $20,000.

The Shireôs pools management 
committee has recommended the 
pool be painted before the coming 
swimming season and the surface is 
properly prepared.  Funding for this 
work is the subject of a capital works 
proposal for 2007/2008. 

THE Mainstreet Committee has raised 
several issues regarding parking in 
Wentworthôs mainstreet as points of 
concern.

The ýrst concern is a lack of designated 
disabled parking near the Wentworthôs 
Community Bank and the second the 
number of employees parking in outside 
their respective workplaces and thereby 
restricting the number of spaces available 
for customers.

Cr Sue Nichols, while acknowledging 
the need for disabled parking, said she was 
concerned for elderly bank customers, 

who also need to park close by, but who 
might not have a disabled sticker.

At the suggestion of Tourism Ofýcer, 
Karen Arnold, the Committee will write 
to mainstreet businesses seeking their 
co-operation to ensure employees park 
their vehicles in areas other than the main 
street.

The Mayor, Cr Margaret Thomson, 
raised the same issue some months ago, 
but the problem persists, despite her 
appeal to mainstreet businesses.

Disabled parking requirements will be 
the subject of further investigation.

Pools shade shelter grant success

Mainstreet parking concerns aired again

Ambulance arrivals

Å Wentworthôs full-time ambulance service is up and running and already 
they have been busy! The new team was recently welcomed to the Shire 
with a special morning tea attended by the Mayor, Cr Margaret Thomson, 

centre, along with the Shireôs new general manager,  Peter Kozlowski, 
left, Wentworth Station Manager, Peter Lang, volunteer service president, 

Stephen Hegedus, right, and Heather McKenzie, seated.


