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“Keeping our community informed”

Shire doing its bit for conservation in the drought

Big water savings

COUNCIL will save an estimated nine
megalitres of water a year following
a review of the methodology and
frequency of flushing Shire water
mains.

Wentworth Shire Mayor, Cr Margaret
Thomson, said the review process and
the subsequent savings were good news
considering the prevailing drought and
the growing emphasis on preserving
precious and dwindling water supplies.

“I am pleased that we as a Council
have been able to make a significant
contribution to water saving in the
region,” the Mayor said.

The Mayor’s comments follow a report
to Council’s latest monthly meeting by
Acting Director Assets and Infrastructure,
John Webb, in which he outlined how the
savings had been made.

He said the review had been aimed at
improving work practices and minimising
the amount of water discharged.

“Flushing is done,” he explained, “To
improve both the aesthetic quality of
colour, taste and odour of the water and
to ensure that the water does not become
stagnant with the build up of bacteria.

“Previously staff flushed all hydrant
points whenever possible on a monthly
basis; with additional flushing at points
as required to correct any quality issues.

“There are 100 hydrant flushing points
across the three filtered water supply
systems:

e Buronga/Gol Gol — 53 points
e Dareton — 16 points

Continued on Page 2
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E OF WENTWORT
COUNCIL CHAMBER

Meet the Shireis newest Australian citizen T Wentworthis David Parker. Born
to a yshing family in a small Scots village, he emigrated to Australia in 1966
as a young man in search of a better life and found it. He stayed and after
visiting Wentworth numerous times for holidays, he came to live here in
1999. Welcome to the family David. He is pictured receiving his citizenship
certiycate from Mayor Margaret Thomson recently.

Want to know more? Visit us on the world wide web at www.wentworth.nsw.gov.au
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Date set for Shire by-election

WENTWORTH Shire residents look set
to go to the polls on Saturday, May 19,
to vote in a new Councillor to replace
Peter Crisp, now the Member for
Mildura.

Cr Crisp resigned from Council last
month in the wake of his win in the most
recent Victorian State elections.

However, Wentworth Shire Mayor, Cr
Margaret Thomson, said that while the
preparations had begun for an election, it
was by no means certain that one would
be needed.

“An election takes some time
to organise, so the NSW Electoral
Commission has started preparing, and
that includes setting the date. However,
an election will only be required if there is
more than one nomination for the position
vacated by Mr Crisp,” she said.

In the case of just one nomination,
the Mayor explained that person would
automatically become the Shire’s ninth
Councillor and sit on Council until the
general election in September 2008.

“At the general election next year all
seats on Council will become vacant and
a new Council be elected,” she said.

Willlams wins

Nationalsb John Williams has clinched
a decisive win against Labor MP
Peter Black in the battle for Murray-
Darling.

The victory took less than two hours
to decide with Mr Black conceding
defeat early on Saturday evening.

fil feel very proud to be the new
Member for Murray-Darling,06 Mr
Williams said from his Broken Hill
home.

fiTo the people of Murray-Darling, |
thank you. | am grateful for the faith
you have shown in me.o

The Mayor said the timetable set by the

Commission for the by-election is:

Close of electoral (voter)
Tuesday, April 10.

Close of (candidate) nominations: Spm
Wednesday, April 18.

Nomination day: Friday, April 20.
Noon. Nomination of candidates and
ballot-paper draws.

POSTAL VOTING

Opens Friday, April 20.

rolls:

Close of postal voting applications.
Spm Monday, May 14.

Closing time for return of postal
votes 6pm Monday, May 21.

PRE-POLL VOTING

Pre-poll voting period from Monday,
May 7 to 6pm Friday, May 18.

DECLARED INSTITUTION
VOTING

Declared Institution voting Monday,
May 14; Tuesday, May 15 and
Wednesday, May 16.

POLLING DAY

Polling day: Saturday, May 19.

DECLARATION OF POLL

Result declared Thursday, May 24.

The Mayor said she was aware
of several expressions of interest
in Mr Crisp’s vacated seat, but said
it remained to be seen who would
nominate.

“Whomever becomes the Shire’s new
Councillor will be entering the Local
Government arena at a very interesting
time,” Cr Thomson said.

“There is a lot going on in the Shire
with plenty of issues and challenges to
be addressed.”

Shire doing its bit to conserve water in the drought

Continued from Page 1

e  Wentworth — 31 points

“An estimate of the water discharged
if all were flushed for 10 minutes each
month is 0.9mL; or a total of 10.8mL
each year.

“Staff are now flushing on a needs basis,
and responding to complaints. However
to ensure we address both the aesthetic
and health issues within the water, the
testing and flushing methodology has
been revised.

“A total of 27 critical points have
been identified within the reticulation
network. These will be tested fortnightly
and flushed if needed to ensure that the
system is in a healthy condition.

“The testing before and during flushing
will result in less water having to be
discharged to ensure the water quality
within the main.

“It is estimated that the maximum
volume of water discharged under this
management will be 1.6mL each year; a
conservative saving of 9.2mL.

“There are also some sections of mains,
usually dead end lines, which staff are
aware will need to be routinely flushed
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as the volume of water flow through is
not sufficient to self flush. These include
the Wentworth Hospital, Wentworth
Aerodrome and Dareton Primary School
lines.

“An analysis was done on the cost
to capture and re-use the water used to
flush under the existing schedule. This
was done on the basis of using an 8000L
tanker to allow adequate manoeuvrability
within the township areas.

“To do this, Council would have to
have purchased an additional, dedicated
tanker because our others are often away
on worksites throughout the Shire.

“At each point an average of 2400L
— 2500L would be discharged each
time and it was estimated that up to six
hydrants could be flushed each day.

“Without factoring in the purchase of
the tanker, the cost per hydrant to carry
out the testing and flushing and the
capture and disposal of the water would
be $95.

“This compares to $13 per hydrant if
the water is not captured.

And, the disposal of the water would
not be a straightforward task. The only
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logical points within Buronga/Gol Gol
and at Dareton would be the sewerage
system.

“The water could be discharged into
one of the pump stations, thereby giving
the mains a flush and the evaporative
lagoons some additional water, which
would be useful for their efficient
operation.

“Meanwhile, the water from Wentworth
could usefully be discharged into the
storage dams at the Golf Course or be
discharged into the sewerage system.

“I doubt that the community would see
the discharge of the captured water into
the sewerage system as an appropriate
use.

“I believe the reduction in the volume
of water discharged through the new
flushing regime would make the option
of capturing the water for another use
even less attractive.”

Councillors voted against acquiring a
new tanker and capturing the flush water,
content that the new methodology for
flushing Shire water mains represented a
sustainable and substantial water saving
as well as being cost-effective.



Telecommunications set
for a signiycant upgrade

COUNCIL has started the ball rolling in
a move to substantially upgrade its ageing
and inadequate telephone system.

Director Corporate and Community,
Terri Maguire told the March monthly
meeting of Council that the Shire was
“currently in a position where our
telecommunications system is old and in
need of a major overhaul”.

“The current Telstra CustomNet
Spectrum system has reached capacity.
There are no longer any additional
Spectrum lines available which means we
cannot connect any more telephones to our
system, encompassing the Shire’s main
administration offices, the Wentworth
Library and the Wentworth works depot,”
Ms Maguire said.

To upgrade the existing technology
would mean a revamp Spectrum system at
our local exchange. Council would have to
fund this at a cost of tens of thousands of
dollars and in the end Council would still
have a substandard and costly system by
modern standards.

“At a recent meeting with Telstra
Countrywide, it was recommended
Council upgrade. The need for an upgrade
has been evident for about 18 months,
but the process has been delayed to allow
new telecommunications and wireless
networking technologies to mature.

“Up until now it has been considered
an unnecessary risk to commit Council
to new technologies that had not been
proven.”

Ms Maguire said the wait might be
advantageous for another reason.

“We may also now be able to include
an upgrade of our wireless network
infrastructure. This infrastructure
currently supports Council’s Internet
connectivity, including our email systems,
Council’s website, libraries connectivity
and Medical Practice connectivity,” Ms
Maguire said.

“In its current state this wireless
network is limited in capacity. An upgrade
will allow the inter-connectivity of the
Wentworth and Coomealla Medical
practices, and will greatly improve the
effectiveness of current systems.

Ms Maguire said the major positives to
come from a thorough telecommunications

overall would be:

* Cost savings: We will potentially have
the ability to choose carriers, having access
to competitive call rates and equipment
COsts.

* More responsive customer service: Call
management is currently limited. Incoming
calls can be managed more appropriately
with greater flexibility and efficiency. It will
also bring in greater accountability for staff.

* Scalability to meet our growth: The
current CustomNet Spectrum service
cannot provide any more telephones than
we currently have.

* Future proof communications
infrastructure: The Spectrum service
is dated. A new system will make way
for the ability to take advantage of future
technologies.

* Advanced management tools:

A new system will provide the option of
Messaging, Auto Attendants, Integration
with computer messaging systems (dialling
from Outlook contacts), Voicemail,
Structured call-routing (hunt groups),
conferencing, etc.

* Enhanced productivity for staff.
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Councillors agreed with Ms Maguire’s
recommendation that Council obtain
‘Expressions of Interest’ for upgrading the
Shire’s systems and then initiate a tender
process for supply.

Ms Maguire explained that only
respondents to the expression of interest
process would be able to participate in the
tender process.

And she alerted Councillors to the fact
that the cost of the implementation of a
new telecommunications system would
need to be considered in the 2007/2008-
budget process.

Dareton clean-up

CR Sue Nichols would like to see
Daretonds riverfront get a spruce up.

She would like to see the rubbish
skips near the wharf screened or
repositioned, describing them as fian
eyesored and piles of vegetative rub-
bish in the area removed.

filtés time something was done,0 she
said, fiTo yt in with the work we have
been doing down there.0
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Councillors seek Little Manly
land valuation before signing

COUNCIL will seek a valuation of the
land referred to locally as Little Manly
at Curlwaa before it agrees to sign
a 30-year lease for the property as a
public recreation and primitive camping
reserve.

Both Deputy Mayor, Mark King, and
Councillor Warren Ward were keen to see
a valuation before the lease agreement
was signed after Council was advised by
the owners of the land -- the Department
of Natural Resources (DNR) — that the
first five years annual rental will be based
on 2.5% of valuation.

“We need to know how much we are
going to be up for,” Cr Ward argued.

Cr King agreed, saying Council would
be foolhardy to sign a lease agreement if

it did not know all the extent of the costs
it would be paying.

Councillors were told that DNR had
been seeking the best form of tenure for
the land and had previously, as an interim
measure, provided a 5-year temporary
licence for access and camping.

“That licence is now due for review,”
Acting Assets and Infrastructure Director,
John Webb, told Councillors in a written
report.

“DNR has advised, fiRecent advice
from Native Title Branch conyrms
that native title has been extinguished
over Little Manly Reserve and that the
Department can now pursue a 30-year
lease.0

“It is noted that a licence is only

AFTER a comprehensive community
consultation process, Dareton’s Sturt
Park has been nominated as the preferred
site for a skate park in the town.

Proponents have stopped short
of calling the park the perfect site,
describing it instead as a good
compromise and more likely to attract
broad community support.

During a recent survey of residents,
three clear first site preferences became
apparent. The first was vacant land
adjacent to the Dareton Swimming
Pool, the second Sturt Park in the centre
of town and a block of vacant land on
Kookaburra Drive, near the town’s
sewage treatment works.

While all three sites polled well, the
comments section of the survey revealed
there could well be some opposition
from neighbours to both the Swimming
Pool Reserve and Kookaburra Drive
sites, Wentworth Shire Mayor, Cr
Margaret Thomson, said.

“The 125 surveys returned are
indicative of the interest the skate park
has generated in the town,” the Mayor
said, “And how willing people were to
have their say on the issue.”

“The Shire has been working with
the Dareton Coomealla Namatjira

Survey clear on preferred
Dareton skate park sites

Community Action Team and a
dedicated youth committee to investigate
the feasibility of a skate park for Dareton
and finding a suitable site is a major first
step.”

To add to the mix, Tapio Park, where
the Shire’s library is located, was a
popular second preference site and came
in fourth overall.

“This might still be an option if there
are problems making the proposal work
elsewhere,” Mayor Thomson said.

Discussion of the survey results
between the Shire’s Assets and
Infrastructure Department, the CAT and
the youth committee resulted in a list of
pros and cons being drawn up for each
site.

After considering the issues and
challenges of each site, the group
decided that while it would not discount
the swimming pool and Kookaburra
Drive sites, Sturt Park seemed the option
more likely to be supported by Council
and the wider community.

It was therefore decided to push ahead
with the Sturt Park option. A site plan is
now being prepared along with a funding
proposal for the Shire to consider during
its upcoming budget deliberations for
capital works in 2007/2008.
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permission to occupy and a lease is a
more secure form of tenure. The cost of
the lease is $681.80 to set up. Unknown
costs are for field inspection, valuation
and annual rental on lease. The first five
years annual rental will be based on 2.5%
of the valuation.”

Mr Webb said the agreement required
Council to manage the 34.58 hectares of
Little Manly Reserve for public access
and primitive camping.

A valuation will now be sought.

Meanwhile, Council will pursue a
similar understanding with the DNR for
the Dareton Sandbar.

Council requested in March 2002 that
consideration be given to reserving a
portion of the Crown land known as
the Dareton Sandbar for recreation and
camping.

Recent advice from the Department
indicates that the land could be reserved
under a ‘low impact future act’ agreement
but, Mr Webb said, Council needed to
consider several matters:

1. Does Council still wish to
assume responsibility for camping
at the Sandbar and have the area
reserved?

2. If Council wishes to proceed
with reservation of an area at the
Dareton Sandbar, Council needs to
define the area that is to be reserved.

3. Are the following restrictions
acceptable?

Mr Webb said Councillors should be
aware of a low impact future act would
not permit:

* The conferral of a right of
exclusive possession

* The excavation or clearing of
any of the land except that which is
reasonably necessary for health or
safety

*  Mining

* The construction or placing on
the land of any structure, building or
thing that is a fixture except fencing
and/or gates

* The disposal or storing on the
land of any garbage or any poisonous,
toxic or hazardous substance.
Councillors voted to proceed and

named the reserve The Dareton Sandbar
Reserve.



Substantial iIncrease for
rural counselling service

WENTWORTH Shire Council has
substantially increased its contribution
to the running costs of the Wentworth/
Balranald Rural Financial Counselling
Service NSW.

In fact, Councillors this month voted to
more than double its contribution, from
$2000 to $5000.

Councillors were told the service’s
counsellors were currently providing
assistance to 270 clients — an increase of
50 from the previous year.

“This is an indication of the wide-
reaching effect of the continuing drought,”
Director Corporate and Community, Terri
Maguire, told the latest meeting.

“There has been a 20 percent increase in
the number of Wentworth Shire residents
using the service since last financial year,
with more than 90 clients in the Shire
now listed as clients.

“Council has contributed $2000 per

Counselling service clients
Wentworth Shire Balranald Shire
2000/2001 30 Clients 28 Clients
2001/2002 20 Clients 21 Clients
2002/2003 55 Clients 41 Clients
2003/2004 45 Clients 32 Clients
2004/2005 49 Clients 32 Clients
2005/2006 65 Clients 41 Clients
2006/2007 90 Clients Unknown

annum to this service for a number of
years without change,” Ms Maguire said.

“Balranald has been contributing
$5000 per annum as well as in-kind
support, with Central Darling and the
unincorporated area contributing $2000
each.

“As the Wentworth Shire now has

the highest number of clients using this
service, consideration should be given to
increase Council’s level of support,” Ms
Maguire argued.

Councillors voted up the Shire’s
contribution with Councillors Warren
Ward and Jim Macri keen to see the
service sustained in the area.

Stalled land purchases hold up capital works

A REVIEW of Council’s 2006/2007
$2 million capital works program has
revealed that several projects are unlikely
to proceed this year due to hold-ups
associated with land acquisition.

Reporting to the latest monthly meeting
of Council, Acting Director Assets and
Infrastructure, John Webb, told the
Chamber this year’s program contained a
range of projects that required land to be
purchased by Council before they could
proceed..

“Most have been complicated to
unravel and have some legal history,” Mr
Webb said.

“Applications to the State Government
for approval to acquire land at present,
and effectively for the balance of the
financial year, will not be processed
because the government has been in
caretaker mode since the election was
announced.

“It is anticipated that only the legal
and some survey work will be able to be
done by June 30 on the majority of these
projects.

“The acquisition and compensation to
the landowners or interested parties will
follow in subsequent financial years.”

The land acquisition projects include:

Pitman Avenue Drainage Storage
($15,000)

East Wentworth Sewerage Plant
($20,000)

Channel Road ($15,000)

“As a consequence it is anticipated that
projects, or portions of them, will not be
completed within this financial year.

“It is not proposed that all of the funds
that had been set aside for these projects
should be reallocated as inevitably a
program of capital works projects will
have both over and under-runs in costs,
however, I would suggest that $45,000
of these unused funds should be made
available for the Anabranch Bridge
abutment project. It is a project we can
have completed before the end of the
financial year.

That project, Mr Webb explained, aims
to protect the bridge abutments from
erosion.

“The preferred long-term solution is
a technique incorporating a concrete
‘blanket” which is poured on-site,” he
said.

Mr Webb also explained that although
just 11 of the 58 scheduled capital
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works projects for 2006/2007* had been
completed at this stage, there was no
cause for concern.

This ratio will change dramatically in
the next two months, Mr Webb explained,
as some major projects are finalised.

“These projects include the road reseal
program, purchase of the major plant
items, sealing of Boeill Creek Road and
the Corbett Ave Drainage Basin.

“The reseal program and Boeill Creek
Road will begin at the end of March and
be completed in April,” Mr Webb said.

“The major plant replacements are now
out for tender and the construction of the
drainage basin is about to commence.

“I expect these major items will be
finalised relatively quickly,” he said.

Council authorised a budget variation
of $45,000 within the capital works
program for the Anabranch Bridge
Abutment project.

* (At the end of February 2007, 11
projects had been completed at a cost
of $83,550. A number of other projects
had been committed to or were under
construction. The budgeted expenditure
on the balance of projects at end February
2007 was $372,482.)
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Public to

have Its

say on revised
Rural 1(c) strategy

COUNCIL is now seeking community
comment on its revised Rural 1(c)
Residential Strategy.

The yrst draft of the strategy was
released for public comment in August
2006 and as a result, seven submissions
were received.

Councillors vetted the submissions
before the Shireds planning staff was
asked to incorporate certain aspects of
the submissions in a revised (second)
draft of the plan.

This has now been done and the
second draft is ready for comment,
Acting General Manager and Director
Development and Environment, Ken
Ross, said.

Mr Ross said Councils objectives in
preparing this strategy were:

i To promote a choice of location
for rural residential development at
convenient locations within the Shire.

b To ensure rural residential
development does not prejudice urban
growth needs.

b To ensure that viable and
productive agricultural land is not
adversely affected.

b To ensure rural residential
development occurs in a manner
that maximises existing community
infrastructure and services.

A To conserve and protect the natural
environment hazards.

i To provide an appropriate form
of land management consistent with
economically an environmentally
sustainable practices.

b To identify a suitable phasing
of land release for residential
development.

fiThe strategy includes a balanced
assessment of all issues pertaining to
the introduction of rural residential
zones given the overall strategic
context of the Shire,0 Mr Ross said.

fiThe strategy promotes fulylling an
obvious immediate demand (which
can be logically progressed) and
“spreadingd opportunities across the

Shire, as expressed in previous planning
documents prepared for the Shire.

fiFurthermore, the outcomes of the
strategy are the result of extensive
consultation, which included key
government and non-government
agencies, and residents within the
Shire.

fiCouncil staff have considered the
detail of the submissions received
after the yrst draft was released for
comment and determined that the
Rural Residential Strategy should be
endorsed in its present format.

fiThe Rural Residential Strategy
will allow the adoption of a planning
horizon for the next 10 years, however
the next 2 to 5 years will be revealing.
It will be interesting to see the “take
upd of this land and the overall
development opportunities within the
Shire.

fiAs such, it is expected that a review
of the Strategy will be required on
a 3-year cycle, which coincides with
other budgeting and administration
requirements and the review of other
key documents, such as the Buronga
Gol Gol Structure Plan and the LEP

Review.
filn  the intervening  period,
Council must regularly monitor

development within the areas deyned
by this strategy and if necessary, bring
forward any scheduled review,0 Mr
Ross recommended.

Councillors adopted the Rural
Residential Strategy in its present,
second draft, format; committed to
regular reviews and will re-advertise
the Draft Strategy, with the changes
for a further 30 days, including maps
to identify the areas identiyed for
rezoning.

It will also circulate the updated
document to all key stakeholders,
including the appropriate government
departments and government
organisations that have an interest in
the details of the strategy.

Comment sought
on pesticide plan

COUNCILLORS have adopted a draft
Pesticide Use Notification Plan and will
now ask for community input.

The move comes in the wake of a report
presented to the March meeting, in which
Acting Assets and Infrastructure Director,
John Webb, told Council the Pesticides
Regulation 1995 required Council to
prepare Pesticide Use Notification Plan
that sets out how and when Council will
give public notice of the use of pesticides
in any prescribed public place owned by
Council or under its control.

“The draft plan covers all pesticides
that Council uses, including herbicides,
insecticides, fungicides, rodenticides, ant
and vertebrate baits.

“The Plan contains a range of
obligations to be met by Council to
ensure that our staff or contractors are
aware of the procedures and practices
that will ensure safety for themselves and
the wider community,” Mr Webb said.

Councillors adopted the draft plan and
directed staff to begin the community
consultation process as soon as possible.

More information is available from
Council’s Assets and Infrastructure
Department on 5027 5040.

Shire contacts

Shire offices: 26-28 Adelaide Street,
WENTWORTH NSW

2648
or: Post Office Box 81
WENTWORTH NSW
2648
Telephone: (03) 5027 5027
Facsimile:  (03) 5027 5000

email: council@wentworth.nsw.gov.au

Libraries
Wentworth: (03) 5027 5060
Dareton: (03) 5027 4258
Buronga: (03) 5023 3078

Shire after hours emergency
number: (03) 5027 5091
For all water, sewerage, rubbish tip
hours, emergency dog matters, stray
stock and cemetery emergencies.

Produced by Wentworth Shire Council for the information of residents and ratepayers
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