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Mayoral team returned

COUNCILLOR Margaret
Thomson has Dbeen returned
unopposed as the Mayor of the

Shire of Wentworth.

Her deputy for the past 12 months, Cr
Mark King, was also returned without the
need for a vote.

Shire General Manager, Michael Boyd,
revealed to last weekés annual statutory
meeting that just one nomination had
been received for the position of Mayor.
He had also received just one nomination
for the position of Deputy.

fiThat being the case, | announce that
Cr Margaret Thomson will lead the
Shire as Mayor for the next 12 months
and there being only one nomination for
Deputy, | declare Cr Mark King Deputy
Mayor for the same period.o

Mayor Thomson said following the
meeting that she was pleased to have
been given another term as Mayor.

filt will give me the opportunity to
see through many of the things | have
started,0 she said.

fil thank my fellow Councillors for
their vote of conydence and | am looking
forward to the challenges of the next 12
months.

fil see getting our planning guidelines
right to promote quality development in
the Shire as my major goal.o

Cr Mark King was also happy to be
returned. He too feels it will give him the
opportunity to progress a number of key
projects and issues.

Both Mayor Thomson and Deputy
Mayor King are due to serve another 12
months in their respective roles.

The next Mayoral ballot will be
conducted at the Statutory Meeting in
September 2007.

The next round of Council elections are
scheduled for March 2008.

Mayor Margaret Thomson and her deputy, Cr Mark King, were all
smiles after being returned unopposed to the Mayoral positions they

have held for the past 12 months.

Fluoridation advice sought

THE Greater Western Area Health
Service will be consulted before any
decision about the future of water
puoridation in the Shire is made.

GWAHS representatives will be
invited to address Councillors before
they consider making any decision on
the controversial initiative.

fiwe want to be able to make an

informed decision on the issue,0 Mayor
Margaret Thomson said.
fiwe have heard a lot from those
opposed to the idea, but I think in the
interests of balance we also need to
hear from the proponents of the idea.o
The decision to invite GWAHS to

Continued on Page 6
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Student exchange review planned

THE future of Councilds support
for the student cultural exchange
between Coomealla High School and
Azai Junior High will be the subject
of a review by a new committee
of Council and High School
representatives.

The decision to form the committee to
oversee the future of the program came
after some spirited debate prompted
by a report from Mayor, Cr Margaret
Thomson, calling on Council to make a
decision about its future level of support
for the exchange.

There has been the student exchange
between Azai Junior High and Coomealla
High School since 1994.

The two schools take turn year about to
send a visiting delegation.

This year it was the Azai students
who visited our Shire along with three
teaching staff and a representative from
Nagahama City, Wentworthds new sister
city following the uniycation of Azai
Town Council with the larger Nagahama
City Council.

In her report, the Mayor said Wentworth
Shire Council had traditionally supported
the biennial Azai Junior High student
visit by:

I Hosting a civic reception for the

visiting delegation and Coomealla

High School teachers, billeting

students and parents.

I Giving gifts to Mayor of Azai and

the visiting teachers and students.

f Meeting the accommodation

expenses for the visiting adults

(usually 4 people).

I Providing our community bus to

take the visitors on excursions. (Free

of charge).

 Meeting any bus hire charges for the

visitorsd larger excursions.

{ Ensuring Council was represented at

ofycial functions organised during the

visit including school assemblies, tree-
planting ceremonies etc.

| Entertaining the visiting adults on

the weekend of their visit and meeting

all expenses of those activities.

fiThis year that support totalled more
than $6000,06 the Mayor said.

fiThere is no doubt this represents
a sizeable ynancial input by Council.
Whether Council continues this level of
support is a decision we have to make.0

Mayor Thomson told her fellow
Councillors she had discussed the issue
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at some length with CHS principal, Jeff
Seymour.
fiMr Seymour said the exchange has
been, and continues to be, an important
cultural experience for his students,0 the
Mayor said.
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The Coomealla High School
newsletter detailing the success
of the Azai Junior High School
visit.

fiHe said many of the student body
aspire to make the trip to Japan and the
limited places offered every two years
are always over-subscribed. (In 2005 the
ratio was 16/25).

fiHe acknowledges that there are some
challenges associated with the exchange,
not least of them being ynding sufycient
teaching staff willing to accompany the
students to Japan.

fiThe main reason, he said, for this is
the low turnover of staff at Coomealla
High. Many of the interested teachers
have made the trip twice before and do
not want to go again. There is also a
ynancial consideration as the teachers
travel at their expense.

fiMr Seymour indicated that he could
see that the format of the exchange
may well have to change in the future
with the possibility of fewer Coomealla
High School students travelling to Japan,
thereby reducing the required number of
attendant teachers.

fiThere is no doubt Coomealla High
School both realises and appreciates the
input of Council, both ynancially and in
other ways, to foster the exchange.

fiHowever, a reduction in Councilis

support could have ramiycations for the
High School as Mr Seymour indicated
it could struggle to ynd the funding
shortfall.

fiwe should also be aware that the
exchange is, according to the High
School, one of the most signiycant
cultural exchanges many of the students
undertake in their time at Coomealla
High.

fiThis area, Mr Seymour pointed out
during our discussions, does not have
a signiycant Asian population and the
exchange opens the door to a signiycantly
different way of life.

fiHe is keen to see the exchange
continue but acknowledges there may
have to be some changes to the format
including areas of responsibility.o

Councillors Warren Ward and Peter
Crisp were keen to see the student
exchange continue, arguing it was a
valuable learning experience for the
Shirebs young residents.

fil would hate to see the exchange end,0
Cr Ward said.

fifrom my personal experience and
that of my family, | see it as a valuable
initiative and an example of the shire
helping our younger residents.

fil do not believe the cost is the issue. It
really is only a small amount, equating to
about $3000 a year.o

Cr Ward said he was disappointed by a
lack of interest among Councillors in the
exchange.

Cr Jim Macri said the fiwheels were
falling offo the exchange citing the lack
of interest among teachers as being
indicative of it ailing.

fil say we put in on hold for 12 months,0
he said.

Cr Bill Wheeldon supported Cr Macrits
viewpoint and also the call for a recess.

fil think that would be yscally
responsible,0 he said.

Cr Peter Crisp was quick to disagree,
saying he supported an ongoing
relationship.

Once you disengage from these things,
it is hard to get it going again, he said.

fil agree that maybe we look at the level
of our ynancial support, but letés not put
it on a shelf for any length of time.o

Cr Mark King agreed with Cr Ward that
the fidollars are not the big issueo.

fil see the lack of interest among school
staff as the big issue,0 he said.
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Street lighting

Cr Brian Wakeyeld is concerned
about a lack of street lighting in his
hometown of Gol Gol.

He has asked Council staff to
investigate the lack of lighting in
William Street, outside the primary
school, where the poles are on one
side of the road and the footpath on
the other, He also advised staff that on
Pine Road there are now seven houses
with no street lighting and enquired
as to whether street lighting could be
provided to those residences when
development commences on a nhew
subdivision in the area.

Driver obstruction

Cr Jim Macri is worried about the
turn-off from Silver City Highway at
Mourquong Road.

He has asked that a turning lane be
constructed to make the area safer and
that representations be made to the
RTA as soon as possible to fund the
work.

In the interim he has requested
that Council staff clear the bushes on
the verge of the road because fithey
are obstructing the view of drivers
turning from Mourquong Road onto
the Highwayo.

Toilet upgrades

CrWarrenWard is keen to progress the
installation of lighting at the OdDonnell
Park (Curlwaa) public toilets.

He is asking that it be completed as
a matter of urgency for security and
convenience.

At the same time he is also keen to see
that all the Shirefs public toilet blocks
be modernised by installing railing in
the cubicles to assist disabled people.

Disabled car park

A disabled car park should be created
as a matter of urgency to service
Wentworthés Fishersd supermarket
according to Cr Bill Wheeldon.

fiEven if it was in the lane it would be
better than nothing,0 he argued.

Director Development &
Environment, Ken Ross, advised
Cr Wheeldon and Councillors that
Fishers was planning a redevelopment
of the supermarket site and once this
was done extra parking bays would be
available.

Buronga Baby
Health Care Centre
options in spotlight

COUNCIL is closely considering its
options for the future of the Buronga
Baby Health Centre in Friel Street.

Council owns the Friel Street building
that is currently being used as a Child and
Family Health and Immunisation Clinic
by Dareton Primary Health Centre, part
of the Greater Western Area Health
Service.

Director Corporate and Community
Service, Terri Maguire, told Councillors
at their latest meeting, the building
comprises a consulting room, a test/feed
area, a small waiting room, toilet and
entry T an area of approximately 480
square metres.

filn a nutshell, the clinic is now
inadequate for the number of clients that
require its services,0 Ms Maguire said.

fi600 clients have visited the Clinic
since January 2006 for immunisations
and other services.

fiFamilies visiting the clinic quite often
have more than one child and arrive with
their children in strollers or prams. The
waiting room becomes overcrowded and
creates hazardous conditions. As a result,
some clients leave without being seen
because they are forced to wait outside
on very cold or very hot days.

fiThis amounts to poor service delivery
for families that potentially may have
concerns or issues with their children
and need to seek advice from health
professionals.

fiParenting Groups previously using
the clinic have relocated to Dareton
because the building was too small to
accommodate families attending these
groups.

fiThis is not a satisfactory situation
because some families ynd it difycult to
travel to Dareton and are excluded from
attending these meetings.

A real estate agent has been
approached for an indicative sale price of
the property and the estimated sale price
is in the vicinity of $80,000 - $100,000.

fiEven though the sale of this building
could fund the capital requirements
associated with the relocation of the Baby
Health Centre, Section 94 contributions

could also be used for this purpose.

iThe immediate solution to the
problems highlighted above, would be
to relocate the Baby Health Centre to the
Midway Centre.

fiThis location is centrally located with
adequate parking and access facilities and
would service the Gol Gol client needs as
well as Buronga.

fiAs well, the signiycant development
in the Gol Gol area warrants a larger area
to be provided for this service.

filt is suggested that Council
representatives and the Dareton Primary
Health Care representatives meet at the
Midway Centre and determine what the
requirements would be to relocate to that
location and provide a full cost analysis
to Council.o

Ms Maguire made a recommendation
in four parts:

A Council tentatively agree to make the

Midway Centre available to be used as

a Baby Health Clinic on a part time

basis to coincide with existing groups

using this facility.

A Council representatives meet

with Dareton Primary Health Care

representatives and determine the

requirements to utilise the Midway

Centre as the Baby Health Care facility

for the Buronga and Gol Gol areas.

A A full cost analysis be undertaken

and costings provided to Council prior

to any ynal decision being made.

A Additional valuations be sought for

the property situated at 14 Friel Street,

Buronga, with the intention of selling

the property at a later date.

Councillors agreed, voting
unanimously to pursue each of the four
recommendations.

Picnic Day closure

COUNCILSS ofyces and depots will be
closed on Friday 1% December, 2006 for
Union Picnic Day.

However, a skeleton on-call staff
will be put in place to attend to any
emergencies.

Emergencies should be reported to
0428 488 862.
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