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Watering time
limits from Dec

WENTWORTH Shire Council
water users are being asked
to make a concerted effort to
conserve water this summer, with
the Shire introducing four simple
watering guidelines for coming

months.

From Friday December 1, Shire
residents living in the village areas where
Council is the water authority are being
asked to abide by the following water
saving guidelines:

A Automatic sprinklers to be
operated only between 10pm and 10am

A Manual sprinklers to be operated
only between 7pm and 10am

A Watering by hand-held hose with
a trigger nozzle at any time

A Al restrictions apply regardless of
the temperature

fil believe we are morally obliged to
do something in light of the restrictions
being imposed around the country,d
Wentworth Shire Mayor, Cr Margaret
Thomson, said opening discussion on the
issue at the November monthly meeting.

fiWe cannot be seen to be using water
owilly-nillyd while others are feeling
the impact of increasingly severe water
restrictions,0 she said.

However, Council stopped short of
owater restrictionsd, preferring dwatering
restrictionso.

The catalyst for the wise water use
discussion was a report from Acting
Infrastructure & Assets Director, John

Continued on Page 2

Robert home from the sea...

Coomealla High Schoolis Robert Murray is the latest Wentworth
Shire Council-sponsored student to take to the high seas on the Sail
Training Ship Young Endeavour. He undertook a 10-day journey from
Brisbane to Sydney and endured his fair share of seasickness. But

it was the only downside to what he described as a great learning
experience. He was the only finlandert on board, the rest of the crew
coming from the Eastern seaboard, but he soon adapted to life at sea
and took his turn amongst the rigging, a long way above the deck!

Want to know more? Visit us on the world wide web at www.wentworth.nsw.gov.au
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Councillors vote for watering restrictions

From Page 2

Webb, commissioned by the Mayor, for
Councillorsd consideration.

In his report, Mr Webb said the ongoing
drought conditions across Australia had
bought the issue of the need to conserve
water resources fiincreasingly into
focuso.

fiThe irrigation districts across the
region have recently been advised
of signiycant reductions in water
entitlements for the coming year.

fiCouncil has a water title to draw
from the Murray River for its township
supplies to the communities along its
banks and from the Darling River for
Pooncarie.

fiAlthough Councilés access to utilise
that title is not affected at this stage,
this agenda contains a report regarding
the current and possible water supply
situation to Pooncarie.

iWhilst the Murray River is more
secure, there are current reports of the
communities along the Darling River
running out of supply by mid-next year

unless there are signiycant inpows into
the catchment.

fiCouncil has previously imposed
restrictions on urban water use during
days of 39 degrees and over. That
restriction is currently not in place, with
Council relying on users to use water
responsibility.

fiCouncil is in the process of
development of a Drought Management
Plan, which will quantify the water
supplies available to each township and
the management and capacity issues
which impact on them.

filt will also identify the capacity of the
supplies to cope with drought situations
and will identify the trigger points at
which restrictions and then contingency
supplies have to be enacted.

fiThe Plan is now in draft form. Staff
hope to complete it by the end of this year
and present it to Council soon after for
consideration.

fiGiven the current scenario of rapidly
diminishing  predictions of  water
availability, reductions in access to
water by irrigators and newly imposed

use restrictions within the neighbouring
urban community (Mildura), Council may
wish to consider implementing interim
restrictions, pending the completion of
the Drought Management Plan which
will formalise restrictions.o

Cr Sue Nichols was a strong supporter
of the restrictions, but argued that
Council must take a lead role in the water
conservation initiative.

fiWe cannot be asking our residents to
restrict their watering times and not make
an effort ourselves,0 she said.

fie candt have water going all over
the place.0

Mr Webb agreed and said his
department was now looking into how it
could manage the watering of the Shires
parks, gardens and sporting areas.

Cr Nichols was also concerned that
restricting the hours that watering was
allowed may place some strain on the
Shirebs water delivery system.

fil question whether or not the system
can cope in some areas.o

Continued on Page 6

Shire working to ynd dumper of used truck tyres

WENTWORTH Shire Council is hoping
tell tale chalk markings and identiycation
numbers on tyres dumped illegally in
bushland off the Old Renmark Road
recently may lead them to the offenders.

It has also warned it is serious about
prosecuting anyone responsible for
the illegal dumping of rubbish in the
municipality.

Two separate piles of used truck tyres
have been found in open in bushland
off the Old Renmark Road. The yrst,
larger pile of 50-plus tyres was found on
Warrananga Station about 35 kilometres
west of Wentworth and eight kilometres
past the end of the bitumen seal towards
South Australia.

The second pile, of about 12 tyres, was
found just eight kilometres inside the
Shire boundary, which is also the State
border with South Australia.

It is the latest in a disappointingly long
line of illegal waste disposal incidents
in the Shire, according to Mayor, Cr
Margaret Thomson.

filtés not good enough,o the Mayor said.
fiThe Buronga Landyll is the appropriate
place to dispose of tyres.0

Waste in many forms, from building
materials to household rubbish and the
by-products of horticultural production,
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A pile of truck tyres illegally dumped in bushland off the Old Renmark Road.

have been found dumped in bushland
across the Shire.

filt is irresponsible and invariably
creates an eyesore,0 the Mayor said.

fiThe Shire provides a string of waste
transfer stations and landylls across the
municipality to dispose of this rubbish
properly,0 she said.

The yne for dumping rubbish
unlawfully can be as much as $400, but
the person or persons who dumped the
tyres could be yned as much as $750.

fiwe dondt want to use a big stick and
threaten people with ynes. We would
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much rather that people be responsible
and thoughtful when disposing of their
rubbish.o

Mayor Thomson described the Shireds
tip fee structure as fivery reasonableo
and the cost of disposing of waste items
responsibly as fiwell worth the efforto.

fiThe fees assist the Shire to fund the
appropriate disposal of waste items. That,
I am sure, residents will agree is a plus for
all of us living in this municipality.

filt makes it a better place to live and
enhances to our quality of life,0 the
Mayor said.



Community bus
sell-off sparks
a strong debate

THE decision to sell and not replace
Councilés 22-seater community bus is
a resolution the Shire fiwill come to
regreto.

Councillors Warren Ward and Sue
Nichols have condemned the decision,
describing the bus as a community
service for ratepayers, particularly the
elderly, who have fipaid their dueso and
deserve to have access to a community-
owned bus.

However, those in favour of the sale
describe the bus as an unacceptable
burden on the Shireds ynances and claim
it is competing with private commercial
operators for business.

Debate on the issue was spirited during
this weekds Council meeting, with both
sides passionately arguing their case.

The debate was sparked by a report from
acting Assets and Infrastructure Director,
John Webb, who told Councillors there
was a range of commercial hire buses of
varying size available and that increased
patronage was seeing that peet improving
all the time.

fiCouncil would need to promote our
bus very signiycantly to enable a hire
rate to be struck that provides any real
return for the vehicle costs. And to do
so would likely cause complaint from the
commercial operators.

fiFfrom an economic perspective,
increased use of the bus creates additional
net cost to Council,0 the report said.

filf Council determines to keep the
vehicle, not only is there a cost to provide
the vehicle but there is also an income
opportunity lost if it is not sold.

fiwith 300,000 kilometres travelled,
it is still in sound condition, and at the
point where it could still provide a decent
return on sale.

fiThere is likely to be a market for such
vehicles, particularly as recreational
(camping) platforms. The purchasers of
such vehicles tend to reyt the vehicle to
suit their needs; hence they would expect
to carry out some modiycation to it.

fiThis market has not been tested, but
it is anticipated that the vehicle may be
worth as much as $25,000 1 $30,000.

fiOn the other hand, the charging out of
plant items must at least cover operational
and maintenance expenditure, and
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The Darling is
IN big trouble
Councillors told

THE Darling River at Pooncarie
could stop powing by as early as
April next year and Wentworth
Shire should start thinking about
potential water supply alternatives

for the township.

That was the grim scenario outlined
by Councilés acting Infrastructure and
Assets Director, John Webb, at last
weekds November monthly meeting.

Reporting on a recent Darling
River summit meeting hosted by the
Department of Natural Resources and
attended by 40 water diverters and users
from within the Wentworth Shire, above
the Lock 10 weir pool, Mr Webb painted
a grim water picture if there were no
inpows into the Menindee Lakes system
in the next 6 months.

fiPresently the prognosis is that the 250
mL/day pow from Menindee Lakes will
continue until April 2007. It will not
continue past that date as the Menindee
storage provides Broken Hillés ongoing
water requirements,0 Mr Webb said.

The meeting at the OIld Burtundy
Homestead was called to explain the
management of the Darling River for the
next twelve months.

Representatives from the Department
explained:

A The existing condition of the

Darling River

A The history, present and future
possible releases of water from the
lakes

A The differences between the
present situation and past situations

A Different options for both
management and physical works that
could be used to mitigate the lack of
water availability and possible no pow
situation

fiThey also requested that any feedback
or management options that have not
been discussed would be gratefully
received for further consideration and
investigation.0 Mr Webb said.

fiThere is currently no pow at Burtundy
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or over a large section of the Darling
River.

fiThe difference this time from previous
periods of limited/no pow is the amount
of cumbungi and weed growth in the
bottom of the riverbed. This growth is
hindering pows reaching down river and
also is taking up a signiycant amount of
water.

fiTo remove the growth would require
the dead or cut off vegetable matter
to be removed from the river channel,
otherwise it will have a detrimental effect
on future water quality and pows.

fiOn the brighter side, while it is still
alive it removes phosphorus from the
water, therefore improving the quality of
the water.

fiConstruction of check banks or
placement of aqua dams in appropriate
locations and weed control options
are being investigated and an
interdepartmental committee has been
established to work through the legislative
and environmental implications of any
proposed action taken to manage the
present situation.

filt will be necessary to closely monitor
the river pows and planned management
changes to ensure the best outcomes
and ensure the affect on Pooncarie is
minimised. fiEarly in the New Year
forward planning will be required to
develop a strategy to deal with the worst-
case scenario of no pow in the Darling
River.

AA similar scenario was experienced at
Christmas time in 2003.

fiCouncilés Drought Management Plan
is in ynal development and will be in
place prior to the above timeframe. The
Plan will set out the contingency plans
for the circumstances the community
may shortly face.

fiCouncilbs principal management issue
is to ensure that either the Pooncarie
weir pool retains sufycient water of an
adequate quality for the township, or
whether an alternative supply is needed.o
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